











HOLLYWOOD 








SCREEN-STAGE-RADIO 








BROADWAY 











ARIET 


: 15 ¢ 


PRICE 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th St., 


COPYRIGHT, 


1932, BY VARIETY, INC. 





New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $6. 
: Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New Yoru, N 


Single copies, 16 cents, 
Y., under the act of March 3. 18798. 


ALL RIGHTS | RESERY ED 





VOL. 106. No. ll 


NEW YORK, TUESDAY, MAY 24, 1932 


80 PAGES 











MAIN CIRCUS 
IS TRYING 3 
AND 4-A-DAY 


Where business possibilities seem 
to warrant, the Walter L. Main 
show, a three-ring circus, is doing 
three and four performances a day. 
First instance known of a mod- 
erate sized tent outfit adopting this 
theatre policy. 

The extra turnover is figured to 
milk towns of all business they 
hold for a circus, and because city 
licenses to exhibit, water, etc., re- 
main the same, regardless of the 
number of shows, the turnover is to 
gome extent velvet. 

The Main outfit’s overhead is now 


MON A RNR A a eae Mee, 


(Continued on page 57) 


TAXI SPIELING GAG IN 
CHI RADIO'S HOT IDEA 


Chicago, May 23. 

Latest wrinkle in the network’s 
campaign to make the town NBC 
conscious. 

Personnel has been instructed 
that hereaftc-- when taking a cab 
to the plant to make a point of 
saying ‘the NBC studios,’ instead 
of ‘Merchandise Mart,’ the building 
in which the chain’s local plant is 
located. 

If the driver fails to react 
knowingly, the NBC person is to 
deliver a short, snappy, descriptive 
spiel about the studios that will be 
bound to impress. 





ee 


Steamship Firm Would 
Exploit Mexican Resort 


San Diego, May 23. 

Pacific Steamship Company, a 
coastal passenger line, is dickering 
with the Hotel Ensenada and casino, 
‘at that Mexican resort, to under- 
write operation of this vacation 
spot which has failed to click to 
date. 

Steamship firm figures the Mexi- 
ean spot will be a draw for summer 
trade with the liberal Mexican rule 
the chief attraction. 





Kites for Grown-Ups 


Dubuque, May 23. 

Latest is marathon kite flying. 

Not limited to kids, grownups 
drawn in to watch youngsters dur- 
ing night vigils. 

And college lads have fallen hard 
Since Hawaiian student started fal 
©n local campus. 

And cheap sport. 





UNVEILED DIVA 
Budapest, May 23. 
Maria Csarik discarded a nun's 
veil to become an opera singer. 
Her debut as ‘Micaela,’ in ‘Car- 
Men,’ was a signal success here, 


<< 





+ 





In Demand 





Among the first customers 
for those auto plates which 
read ‘Repeal the 18th Amend- 
ment’ were the bootleggers. 

The lads figured such a slo- 
gan would place any car beyond 
suspicion—for awhile, anyway. 


AN OLD CHINESE 
CUSTOM CANNED 











Los Angeles, May 2% 

Chinatown’s first Occidental in- 
vader is Jerry Superrant, sculptor, 
who has installed an eat-with-your 
fingers barbecue in what was for 
seven years the coast’s biggest gam- 
bling ry S wanes put red oil- 
aye: t~ Sa r eee on 

ty la + ah 

Spot since being stesel ie — o- 
lice has been vacant three years, 
reason being the Chinese custom 
that, regardless of what the land- 
lord says, you can’t move into a 
place without obtaining the pre- 
vious occupant’s permission, even if 
the latter is dead. Permission right 
goes with his estate. 

Gambling outfit was sore at being 
shut up and was set to keep the 
place that way by refusing permis- 
sion to all Chinese who wanted to 
take it over. Old Chinese customs 
don’t bother Supernant. oo 


Skip with Profits 


Detroit, May 23. 

A screen and stage show for five 
cents was advertised at a small 
neighborhood house here. About 75 
patrons paid the nickle and waited 
an hour, but no show. 

Three kids had broken into the 
house, closed for some time, posted 
a few three sheets they found, and 
sold tickets. When the patrons 
became too insistent the _ kids 
scrammed with a total gross of 
$3.75—all profit. 














ONLY DOZEN TENTS 
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FEMININE LURE 
BRINGS TRADE 


Bargain Luncheons and 
Rounds on the House Are 
Inducements as Places 
Compete for Petticoat 
Patronage—One Place 
Has Sex Appeal Manager 
to Vamp the Gals—So- 
ciety Matrons Highly Es- 
teemed as Customers 








CHARITY DAYS, TOO 





In line with the woman’s angle 
Busi the 


themselves to the problem of de- 
veloping their femme appeal. 


In the beginning of the speakeasy 
era, the ladies were only tolerated. 
Sp aks sought male patronage. 
They put up with the gals against 
their will. They begrudged the 
space the femmes usurped around 
the bar and looked upon them as 
interlopers in strictly masculine 
territory. 

The speaks then were operating 
upon a business psychology they 
now appreciate was mistaken. They 
neither realized the ladies’ capaci- 
ties nor their influence in keeping 
their men customers contented with 
the joint.. Only after noting that 
their patrons grew far more volu- 
able and expansive when encour- 


(Continued on page 57) 


MID-WEST GOES 
MYSTERY 
MINDED 






































|here is the broadcasting by 
caooses to send a mes- | form mayor, W. A, Anderson, 


for 


| 
| 
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Farmer Distress Cuts Into Trouping , _ Chicago, May 23. 
: Sh-h-h! Not so loud. Put out} 
Under Canvas in U. S. that light. Down by the cemetery | 
at midnight. Turn left at the} 
Advices in New York are that | haunted house. Tak-a- chance meal. | 
throughout the United States there | Destination a_ secret. Engineer | 
isn’t a total of 12 tent shows. Few | under sealed orders. Tak-a-chance 
have been noted going out. | bargain! The masked salesman. 
This is the start of the tent sea- | (Continued on page 79) 
son, when the shows are supposed | 
to start out down south. Principal } Adding Insult 
reason for the scarcity of the 
troupes is the condition of the) — 
farmers. Los Angeles, May 23. 
- - | When the stick-up men who 
|| held up the RKO theatre here 
$1 SUITS i! were handed the recipts for 
Evidently inspired by the one- Saturday and Sunday one of 
cent sales in drug stores, some them said to Arthur Asberg, 
clothiers on Broadway are giving manager of the house: 
another suit or an overcoat away ‘Howinell could you do 
for $1. | $4,000 on that show? I had to 
Purchases must be slightly in ex-|| sit through it two times to get 
cess of $20 before the bargain can;|| 4 layout of the theatre. 
be effected. j 





Hotel Dick Question 





Many hotels are reported 
dispensing with their house de- 
tectives or hotel dicks as they 
are called. 

Not said whether it’s an 
economical or business promo- 
tion move. 


0. 0. AT $6,000, 
AND CHOOSEY 


O. O. McIntyre, America’s lead- 
ing columnist, is a 
microphone prospect for next au- 
tumn at $6,000 a broadcast, although 
no papers have been signatured to 
date. It will mark the newspaper- 














commercial 


Overtures are being handled by an 
advertising agency and call for a 
once weekly appearance over a pe- 
riod of 13 weeks Understanding is 
that a contract clause, insisted up- 
on by McIntyre, is that he will not 
at any time have to mention the 
product or name of the firm pre- 
senting the program. And this, it 
is said, has already been accepted 
by the sponsors. 


MecIntyre’s column igs _ printed 
daily in over 400 newspapers. 


60th Anniversary 


Diamond anniversaries are rare, 
but not a death in a family for three 
generations is even rarer. Frank 
Reddy, of the Will Hays office, wit- 
nessed the 60th wedding aninversary 
of his parents. 


With his six brothers and sisters 
and their seven children, Reddy 
journeyed to Westboro, Mass., last 
week to the home where he was 
born and where his parents have 
lived for over 50 years. 

Granddad Reddy scoffed at dia- 
monds. For him the symboi of the 
event was a motorcycle. He has 
wanted a two-wheel motor bike for 
25 years, and got it. He is 80. 
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Family Mike 
pore May 
National 


Budapest, 23. 
A feature of the 
any- 
body who 
sage to the folks at home. 

Patrone may talk into the mike 
three minutes from the fair 
grounds for 20c. 





$45 LESS—AND 1 SECTION 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
summer excursion train 
left for the east Saturday 
night (21) carried a round trip rate 


First 
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MAN’S PLACE IN SPEAKS 





GAMBLING OUT 
AT CHICAGO'S 
BiG FAIR 


Chicago, 





May 23. 
Some 20 groups of concessions, 

outside of the regular confectionary 

items, are expected for the Chicago 


World’s Fair in 1933, according to 
Dr. F. R. Moulton, in charge of the 
concession department. Many are 
just ideas at present, and not likely 
to be fulfilled; for instance, the 
Hollywood replica and studio in ac- 
tion. Many concessions have al- 
ready been leased and are in con- 
struction for operation by June i1, 
of this year. 

In the main, the plans call for a 
> saa 


TALK OF BILLING ON 
ETHER FOR AUTHORS 


Radio writers are now commenc- 
ing to worry about billing. 

The value of the ethereal by-line 
is highly regarded by writers who 
aver that the sundry Edgar Wal- 
lace, Conan Doyle, Rudyard Kipling 
dramalets don’t need the name- 
authorship billing, as much as do 
the lesser known gag and contin- 
ulty writers for the ether. 

Radio commercials already have 
given this thought, even to the de- 
gree of elaborate statistics on how 
many feet are utilized annually for 
screen credits. The expensive mike 
credit, no matter how brief, multi- 
plied by many commercial broad- 
casts, would come to an imposing 
annual total. 











Minneapolis in Move 


Toward Town Censor 


Minneapolis, May 23. 

Minneapolis will have theatrical 
censorship if the city council adopts 
a resolution introduced by Alderman 
J. H. Chase. The resolution pro- 
vides for a board of censors to serve 
without pay and pass on all theatri- 
cal offerings. 

The board of five members would 





Fair | be selected by the Committee of One 
| Thousand, 


created by the city’s re- 
and 
headed by pastors and reformers. 
| The board would have to approve 
lall plays and pictures before they 


‘could be shown here. 


| 


Leaders of the committee were 


| believed responsible for Mayor An- 


{ 
} 
| 


of $45 cheaper than ever before al- | 
| lowed. 


But train left in one section in- 
stead of three or more as was the 


; habit in former years, 


| 


| they are today, 


| applications. 


derson’s action in prohibiting ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ here before the show even 
opened. The coramittee also fought 
a renewal of the license of the Gay- 
ety theatre, stock burlesque house, 
as a result of which the council has 
deferred action on all theatre license 
With conditions as 
the show people say 


| they don’t care if the administration 
jcloses them up or not. 
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Grauman Asks Questions, Gives Own 
Answers, Has Ideas for the Boulevard 


What, asks Sid Grauman, brought 
tourists to Hollywood? Moving 
pictures. And what, Mr. Grauman 
answers, is going to bring them 
back? Moving pictures. 

Ho ily wood Boulevard needs those 
tourists. Grauman’s Chinese needs 
those tourists. The Santa Fe Rail- 
road needs those. tourists, All 
Hollywood needs those tourists, and 
Mr. Grauman’s going to do some- 


thing about it. 
Get people on Hollywood Boule- 
vard and the Chinese sells out, the 


merchants smile, the apartment 
houses take down their ‘vacancy’ 
signs, What, Mr. Grauman asks 
again, made Hollywood Boulevare 
a Golden Street, a Magic Highway? 
Picture stars strolling its ‘happy 
length. Ficture companies shoot- 


ing exteriors on every second’ block. 
It used to be a thrilling adventure 


for a tourist to walk along th» 
Boulevard. He' never knew what 
glorious celeb he'd. be lucky enough 
te- recognize; he never .knew what 


great picture he: was going to. wit- 
ness in the making.’ Small wonder 
Hollywood was a tourists’ mecca 
in the days of yore. It had natural 
showmanship then. 

Today the stars have gone Garbo. 
They never appear in public any- 


more, except, Mr. Grauman adds 
quickly, at the Chinese premieres: 
The studios shoot their street 


scenes on the lot. The glamour has 
faded from Hotlywood’ Botilevard; 
it has lost its tourist appeal: . 
‘But Mr. Grauman loves Holly- 
wood, and: he loves Hollywood 
Boulevard.: He’s going to restore 
the old time glory, even if he has 
to practice a little deception. What 
does it matter, so long as the tour- 
ists come back and are happy, so 
long as. the Hollywood Boulevard 
Association recovers its financial 
Vitality ? 
Let "Em Garbo 

Let the stars go Garbo. Grauman 
is going to hire their doubles and 
have them parade the Boulevard. 
The tourists can’t tell the differ- 
ence; they'll be just as thrilled.. If 
the studios won’t shoot on Holly- 
wood Boulevard anymore, very well. 


SLI EL SRR YA RRIRET GmStY S ih On 


extras, get hold of some cameras, 
hire some actors to dress in the 
DeMille manner and behave like 
directors, and spot them in groups 
along the Boulevard, 

There won't be any film in their 


cameras, but the tourists won't 
know that. These phony companies 
will look better than the _ real 


thing—they’ll put more gusto ints 
their -work, the fake directors will 
be more violently temperamental, 


4 





Kin Game 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Director a nephew of 
the studio was painfully 
irked by remarks of an execu- 
tive who is a son-in-law of 
the same boss. 

He was muttering ‘I’m going 
to quit,’ when his dialog direc- 
tor rushed over and hissed, 
Say, take it easy. He’s a 
relative.’ 

Director 
and said, 


whois 


boss 


turned indignantly 
‘Well, who isn’t?’ 











|} and 





uit 


WILL aes 


Now appearing at 
Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, 
fornia, 

The Hollywood “Citizen-News’” 
said: “Will‘ Mahoney, the star ‘of 
Sid Grauman’s prologue to ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ was a sensation. He won 
deserved a tremendous. ova- 





Cali- 


tion.” 





BERYL MERCER ADVISES 
ON CONTRACT [ BREAKING |_ 


May 23. 

Advice to actors to. break. their 
contracts is being voluntarily of- 
fered ty Beryl Mercer, it is claimed. 
So far the woman's interference 
has been made krown with Madge 
Evans.and Erie Linden. Both are 
players sent out here by the Jenie 
Jacobs agency New York. Both 
have been adyised, according to 
their own statements, by Miss, Mer- 
cer not to pay the Jacobs agency 
commission as specif.ed by contract 
with each. 

It’s not known here whether Miss 
Mercer, who.is a British actress 
and a mother-rolje playing type, is 
working for .other agency, but it 
is suspected she has a substantial 
objective in view. 

Miss Evans is under renewal ne- 
gotiations with Metro and is liable 
to the Jacobs agency for continued 
commission if renewing with that 
producer. An offe- by young Lin- 
den’s attorney of a cash settlement 
has been made to the Jacobs office 
and may go through. 

Each of the players was sent 
west by the Jacobs agency when 
without engagement in New York. 
Miss Evans is now asking Metro 
for $1,000 a week, as per optional 
contract made for her by Miss Jac- 
obs. Metro has offered $850. wsliss 


Hollywood, 


sala: -y was $750. 

Miss Evans is a o reportec hav- 
ing advisors other than the English 
meddler. 





Cartoonist Sues Young 


Grey Over Victures 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Volmey L. White, cartoonist, is 
suing Romer Grey, 22, son of Zane 





‘he leading ladies will wear make- 
up more becomingly. Those dear 
old crowds will be back, promises 


Grauman, more excited, more 
credulous than ever. 
Now Comes the Part 
This is Grauman’s’ immediate 


plan. Now comes the part, that’s 
to make Hollywood Boulevard im- 
mortal, a shrine for pilgrims from 
all over the world. Grauman en- 
visions a towering monument to 
the picture industry at Hollywood 
2oulevard and Gardner, just a few 
blocks away from the Chinese. 


Around its base he sees statues of. 


all those who contribute to the 
making of a picture, the camera 
man, the extra, the star, the direc- 
tor, the writer. Its great tower 
will be made up of slabs of marble, 


each one dedicated to a famous 
star. (The stars will pay for these 
slabs. That's where the money for 


the monument will come.) 

As the tourists ascend the wind- 
ing ramps within the tower and 
read the names of the glorious en- 


scribed on its walls, they'll be 
gripped by a mystical, almost re- 
ligious emotion. The monument 
will raise the industry to the 
heavens, both literally and in the 
minds of the faithful. Soon its 
fame will become universal and 


Hollywood will, through it, take on 
a nice tinge of the spiritual. 


Then there is a sort of Mardi 
Gras that Grauman is_ thinking 
over for Hollywood, only he won't 


call it by that name because Holly- 
wood originates, it doesn’t imitate. 








ADVERTISING IS COSTLY, 
| BUT IT 1S CHEAPER THAN | 
| OBLIVION. 


| 





MR, AND MES. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











Grey, for $356,000. White charges 
breach of contract and defraudation 
of rights to ‘Binko,’ animated car- 
toon character he says he created. 
‘Claims are that Grey promised 
White 10% of cartoon corporation's 
capital stock plus a salary, but 
that he received nothing, although 
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Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





PAR. DETOURING 


IN TALENT 
UNT 


Paramount will detour 
Company is: preparing to scout dra- 
matic schools, 
similar outside 


for talent. 
modiste shops and 
fields for future 
players, 

Par thinks 


thoroughly combed and the idea is 
to look for youngsters who can be 


Broadway has been 


developed. It’s cheaper, too. 
Louis Cline, legit manager and 
stager, has been assigned to the 


New York end of the project. Stuart 
Walker, stock producer, will handle 
the neophytes in Hollywood when 
they get there. Cline will do most 
of the scouting ‘with instructions to 
definitely avoid the usual channels. 
Those selected will be shipped west, 
where Walker will -take them in 
hand. 


ent school Paramount had some 


years ago. 





Broadcast Peeve 


Hollywood, May 23. 
On the Olympic International 


broadcast Sunday (22) Paramount 
was the only film company insisting 
on crediting names of films for 
their two players, Marlene Dietrich 
and Claudette Colbert who were on 
the program. 

Other companies which waived 
this right are now burning at Para- 
mount’s insistence. 








two pictures were completed. 





Caesar on ‘Lifetime’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 
They're calling Arthur Caesar in 
at Universal to add and adapt the 
dialog for ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 
Studio is also bringing on Aileen 
MacMahon from the east to play 
the same role she did in the play. 





An annual event, he thinks, would 
be fruitful, with Hollywood Boule- 
vard lit by Hollywood floods and 
Hollywood skies combed by Holly- 
wood searchlights, dancing in the 
streets, mummers’ processions, pa- 
rades of floats, each one topped 
with a picture star like a sundac 
with a cherry. 
, In between 
is thinking up stunts for 
premieres. His favorite 
present ties up with the Santa Fe 
train, the Chief, which he would 
like to run up Hollywood Boulevard 


Grauman 
Chinese 
one at 


times Mr. 


from within and without—grade A 
screen stars. He sees all Hollywood | 
Boulevard lined with cheering 
throngs as this mighty 
lits stately progress to its natural 
| destination — Grauman’'s Chinese. 
| There it stops amidst a magnificent 
fanfare, its glorious passengers 
alight, and to a mighty ovation 
| wend their way into the theatre. 
Showmanship, Grauman believes, 
worth three char.bers of com- 
merce to Hollywood Boulevard, 








A. H. Schwartz Testifies 


4 y 
Against Mayor Walker 

Quizzed by Samuel Seabury yes- 
terday (Monday), A. H. Schwartz, 
treasurer of the Century Circuit of 
theatres in Brooklyn and Long 
Island, testified that after James J. 
Walker became Mayor of New York, 
the latter was paid $10,000 for serv- 
ices previously rendered. 

It was not entered on the Hof- 
stadter record during yesterday’s 
proceedings that Walker’s services 
to theatre men, prior to take the city 
title, were numerous. For some time 
Walker served the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America as its 
legal advisor. During this period he 
attended several national conven- 
tions of exhibitors. 


Talmadge’ s $40,000 Films | 


May 23. 





Hollywood, 


Mercury Pictures, new eastern 





with its bells clanging, whistles | 
blowing, headlight gleaming, and 
its passengers — brilliantly lighted 


train makes | 


releasing 
Goe is 


company, of which Carl 
vice-president and general 
|}manager, will distribute the eight 
Richard Talmadge films for next 
| year, Talmadge is raising 
budget from $20,000 to $40,000 
| picture. 


per 


PAR DROPPING KOBER 
May 23. 
legit 


Hollywood, 

Arthur Kober, former 
newed by Paramount. 

He has been on the writing 

for two 





staff 


years. 


Grauman’s | 


his | 


press 
agent, will not have his contract re-|° 


WHO CASHES IN? | 


Barsky Says Interview With Fake 
‘Tarzan’ Chimp Hurts Tour 








Hollywood, May 23. 

Pud Barsky, indie producer .and 
owner of several trained chimpan- 
zees, has instructed his attorney to 
prepare suit against a fan magazine 
for an article on a supposed inter- 
view with the chimp which played 
ir Metro’s ‘Tarzan.’ 

Barskr says he 
chimps for ‘Tarzan.’ Story stated 
that the monks are owned by a 
Captain Phifer who is going to take 
them on a personal appearance tour 
playing department stores. 

Big burn to Barsky is that he was 
figuring on the same kind of tour. 


WANTS RICH WIFE, SAYS 
‘MRS.; BLUSHED, SAYS HE 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Jack Chertok, unit manager whose 
against Pearl White 
set 
the 
against 


supplied the 


divorce charges 


Chertok, 25-year-old extra, are 
for trial 


wire with 


next week, got under 


new allegations 


his wife in an amended nea ee 
filed Wednesday (18). 

Chertok states he has» been em- 
|barrassed at ‘the’ studio by his 
| wife’s alleged habit: of disappearing 
| from the ‘set with male actors. He 
| also charges that she frequents cer- 
tain cafes and drinks and dancés 
with chance’ acquaintances. 

Mrs. Chertok'in a cross complaint 
declared. her husband wanted to get 
rid of her in order to marry a girl 
with money and that he had suc- 
ceeded in having her barred from 
picture work. Saying that he makes 
$800 a month, Mrs. Chertok asks 
half that sum as alimony. 








Steno Charges McGuire 
Didn’t Pay Her Off 


May 23. 
secretary 


Los Angeles, 
of a Hollywood 
who says she was taken by her em- 
ployer on a business trip to New 
York and can’t get back, is being 
investigated by the labor bureau. 

Rose Jvrnev wrote her alleged 


~ 


Guire to the bureau, adding a wage 
claim for $1,320, which includes the 
price of a ticket to the Coast. 

Miss: Jurney states McGuire en- 
gaged her as secretary at $50 a 
week when he arrived at the United 
Artists studio to write two years 
ago. She went east when he went 
back to write a Ziegfeld show on 
the understanding the trip would 
not be over six weeks, and has been 
there since. 

Girl says her salary was raised to 
$75 in New York after which, she 
asserts, McGuire began to forget 
payments, finally returning to Hol- 
lywood but failing to arrange for 
her return. 


Case 





SAILINGS 


June 14 (Southampton to New 
York) Martin Beck, S. L. Rothafel, 
S. Jay Kaufman (Bremen). 

June 11 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Wolfe Gilbert (Virginia). 

June 3 (San Francisco to Sidney): 
N. Bernard Freeman (Monterey). 

June 3 (New York to Paris) 
Benny Thau, Felix Feist, Jr. (Ile 
de France). 

May 29 (Quebec to Paris), Helen 
Hayes (Empress of Britain). 

May 28 (New York to London), 
Lucille Page (Lafayette). 

May 28 (Wilmington to Honolulu) 
William B. McCurdy, Eddie Waller, 
Gladys George, Ben Erway (Cala- 
waii). 


May 27 (Antwerp to New York) 





Helen Howell Trio, Matt Duffin 
| (Vancouver). 

May 25 (Paris to New York) 
Andre Debrie, Pat Powers (lle de 
| France). 

May 25 (Paris to New York) W. 


| R. Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel, Jack Stone 
(Majestic). 

May 21 (London to New 
| Mrs. Albert De Courville (Europa). 
May 21 Angeles to New 
York), Erna Mankiewicz (President 
| Jackson). 

May 21 (New 
Andre Luguet, 
fayette). 
| May 20 
i Fred Astaire, Hallie 
| Mrs. Irving Netcher 
Sam Eckman, Jr., John 
(Bremen), 
& Riad 19 «London to 
Hall) « Britannic). 


York) 


( Los 


York to Paris): 
Jimmy Asevell (La- 


London): 
Stiles, Mr. and 
(Rosy Dolly), 
Cohen, Jr. 


(New York to 


New York) 


urry 


SIX REJECTS BY 
CHI CENSORS 
IN 2 WKS. 


Chicago, May 23. 


Chicago censor board last week 
turned back three more pictures in 


their entirety, six rejects within 
two weeks. Getting the ban were 
‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ 
and ‘Two Seconds,’ both Warner 
films; and ‘Party Girl,’ two-year-old 
Tiffany flick. 

‘Party Girl’ was rejected two 


years ago by the board. Last week 
it was resubmitted after having 
been subjected to close scrutiny and 
cutting to remove all possible ob- 
jectionable material. But the cen< 
sor mob, under the control of Mrs, 
Effie Zigler, refused to let it by 
even with a ‘pink’ rating. 

Metro within two weeks has had 


two complete turn downs by the 
board, ‘Letty Lynton’ and ‘Night 
Court.’ ‘Lynton’ was squeezed 


through by the exchange on a direct 
appeal over the censor board's head, 
going to the chief..of—police for a 
departmental permit.. ‘Night Court,’ 
on resubmission, was finally passed, 


but. saddled with an ‘adults only’ 
ruling and cuts. 
Carving Practice 
Universal's ‘Night World,’ also 
drew_a complete. snub from the 
board of seven. Likely that this 
one may also slip through, but it’s 


strength will be sapped by slashes. 
Exchanges are still tearing their 
ears over the manner in which the 
Zigler-controlled outfit is ruining 
the b. o. value of dozens of films, 
but so far have not taken any real 
steps to alleviate an acknowledged 
desperate situation. Neighborhood 
theatres are howling that, the ‘adults 
only’ epidemic is_ killing _ their 
chances for kid trade. 





GRAUMAN’S TRIP BACK 
AFTER A NICE RIDE 


Sid Grauman starts his return 


SEE. WOES ES. OE A EDR AEA pe I I 


He came east 10 days ago to look 
over the Roxy theatre situation. 

Bait for Grauman to dig into the 
Roxy matter was a proposal of a 
$1,500 a week salary as producer and 
15% of net profit, if ny. 

With the house in the red and a 
receiver in charge, Sid admits he 
has had a nice ride but won’t admit 
anything else. The only thing he’s 
certain of is that the Chinese thee 
atre in Hollywood has ‘Grand Hotel’ 
and Will Mahoney pulling pretty 
fair business. 


Indie Cast Gets $400 
To Split, Files ’Plaint 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Cornelius Keefe, Barbara Bedford, 





and Franklyn Farnum have filed 
wage claims amounting to $737 
against Robert E. Tansey of Con- 


gress Pictures. 

Amount is balance for working in 
‘Thirteen Steps,’ an indie, made at 
the Standard Sound studio in Janu- 
ary. Trio received $400 cash among 
the at the time, the rest promised 
within 60 days. 





M-G WANTS HOWARD 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Metro is dickering with Fox for 
the loan of Bill Howard to direct 
one picture during the Fox summer 
lull. 

Howard will be permitted to pick 
his. awn story under the arrange- 
ment. 





FLORENCE LANE’S SHORTS 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Florence Lane has been given @ 
six picture contract by Radio as 
femme lead in the Edgar Kennedy- 
Harry Sweet shorts series. 

Radio has also picked up the op- 
tion on Creighton Chaney, of 
Lon Chaney. 


son 





Louise Gets a Part 
lHiollywood, May 23. 





After being idle on the Radio lot 
cince that studio bought her con- 
tract from Charles R. Rogers, Anita 
Louise has been spotted for a top 
part in ‘Fraternity House.’ 

This is the film adaptation of 
Martin Flavin's play ‘Cross Roeds.’ 


|} Gregory LaCava will direct 











oe ed 


i 
Cc 
I 
v 
€ 
t 
t 
e 


+ =~ 


= *% 


~ wm eet eh 


« 


aA - ht - 


amu PP 


“= 








an WANE Fe ’ 








Le See retin 


ow. Renoasted 


Mica: $e May : 24, 1932 





PICT@RES 


VARIETY Le 








UNCONSCIOUS HOLLYWOOD | 





+ 
| 
J N’S $26,0 
Mayor Cermak May sag lhc cas te 
Gross at Fox, Oakland—In for $10,- | 
Do Film Foreword to 000 With Split Over $32,000 
° ¢ G a 
Chi Scarface Run San Francisco, May 23. 
Al Jolson’s date at the Fox, Oak- 
icthisart Melk land, this week will wind up his 
Chicago, May 23. Ianchon & Marco contract. He will 


Mayor Cermak may personally 
introduce ‘Scarface’ ‘UA) to Chi- 
cago by way of a Screened foreword. 
If the plan is adopted tae mayor 
will take the screen to tell the audi- 
ence that the picture may be a por- 
trayal of Chicago as it was under 
the former system, but that at pres- 
ent the entire situation is reversed; 
such conditions pictured in the film 
being practically eradicated and 
that the leading hoodlums are today 
in the pen or awaiting trial. 

Picture itself has not yet been 
submitted to the local censors. It 
appears inevitable to local picture 
men that the picture, if getting by 
at all, will be saddled with such a 
flock of scissorings to make it prac- 
tically unscreenable commercially. 
But inclusion of the mayor would 
switch the point of the yarn and 
make ita tliat Chicago episode. 


LILIAN HARVEY COMING 





OVER FOR FOX IN OCT. 


Berlin, May 23. 

Fox has closed with Lilian Har- 
vey, Anglo-German actress, for a 
long term contract. Miss Harvey 
is currently with Ufa but will leave 
for the United States in October. 

Papers were held up due to some 
U. S. immigration difficulties. Both 
W. R. Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel of 
Fox were here recently. 

Fox will probably use Miss Har- 
vey in ‘Bitter Sweet,’ Noel Coward 
operetta, 


Hollywood, May 23. 
here that..Raxramouvnt 
has also been bidding for. Lilian 
Harvey on a $3,000 basis. But Fox 
is reputed to have gone to $3,500 
weekly on a one year contract, 





Mrs. Tom Geraghty Dies 
Of Heart Trouble, Coast 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Ethel Cermen Geraghty, 48, wife 
of Tom J. Geraghty, film writer, died 
yesferday (Sunday) in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital of heart trouble. 
Mrs. Geraghty is also survived by 
her daughters, Carmelita and Sheila, 
both in pictures, and a son, Gerald, 
who is a scenarist. 








WB Bids for Nancy 


Hollywood, May 23, 
Warners is negotiating with Par- 
amount for Nancy Carroll to go into 
the lead in ‘Three On A Match’ fol- 


lowing her completion of ‘Number 
65’ at Par. 
Mervyn LeRoy will direct the 


Warner film, 





Chevalier Eyes Boat 


Hollywood, May 23, 
Maurice Chevalier expects to re- 
turn to France following completion 
of ‘Love Me Tonight’ in three weeks. 
Frenchman's Paramount contract 
has another year to run, calling for 
two more pictures. 


PARSONS WILL SPIEL 


Hollywood, May 23. 


Armistice has been declared in 
Louella Parsons’ campaign of si- 
lence on Samuel Goldwyn in her 
chatter column for the Hearst 
dailies. 

Peace effected by Lynn Farnol, 


Goldwyn's Ambassador to the press. 
LLOYD ON PATHE LOT 
Hollywood, May 23 


mVe 
H irold Llord, who left the Metro- 
politan studio, will make his future 


pictures on the Pathe lot. 
Sidney Fox's New Deal 
Universal would like to option 
Sidney lox now. Hler contract ex- 
Pires in December. 
1 made by U 


A new deal may be 


return here to begin work on “Hal- 
lelujah, I'm a Bum’ for 
ists June 1. 

Jolson’'s Qakland gross 
about $26,000. 

He is getting a guarantee of $10,- 
000 and a split on everything over 
$32,000. 


‘FOOL’S ADVICE’ CAUSED 
BY SOME FOOL’S ADVICE 


Hollywood, May 23. 

A ‘Fools Advice,’ is still Frank 
Fay'’s problem. Somebody told Fay 
it would be a cinch to market a 
picture with him and bring the 
comedy star-producer better than a 
$200,000 profit on the venture, 

Fay took the advice. 
around $125,000 to turn out the | 
laughing hit of the céntury, but it 
turned out to be no laughing matter. 

Hewever, maybe tlrat ‘fool’ 


will be 


induct the actor-comedian-producer 
director into the mysteries of studio 
grief. 
Fay had given the producer plenty 
to burn about, so it would be an 
opportunity to see if Fay could take 
it, too. 
Fay Takes 

Fay seems to be taking it. None 
of the big releasing organizations 
whom he thought would rush to bid 
for release of his picture appeared 
on the horizon, 

So Fay seems to be doing a lot 
of reflecting. 





Jack Hays’ Diaper Comics 
Can’t See Their Mamas 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Series of one reelers will be pro- 
duced by Jack Hays in which none 
of the players is to be more than 
four years of age. They will wear 
nothing but a hat and diapers. Edu- 
cational will release, 

Series will satire previous out- 
standing feature successes with the 
first, just started, titled ‘What Prite 
Gloria.’ Cast has 25 youngsters from 
18 months to four years, picked 
from 2,000 entries. 

Parents are kept on benches on 
the Metropolitan lot outside the 
stage. Lamont knows mothers, 


— 


Two Ex-Stunt Pilots Die 
In L. A. Mail Plane Crash 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Two former stunt pilots, Johnny 
Johnston and Harry Crandall, were 
killed last week when their mail 
plane crasked in a field near the 
United Airport, Furbank, 

Johnston died in the wreckage, 
while Crandall was dragged from 
the burning plane, but the latter 
succumbed to injuries. 








Personals for Ayres 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Universal will send Lew Ayres 
out for personal appearances in 
Loew and Paramount houses. Dates 
depend on the arrangement of the 
player’s picture schedule. 

Nothing immediately up 
Ayres, although a rum-runner story 
has Tom Reed scripting. 





CHIC SALE ON WHEELS 


Hollywood, May 23. 





United Art- | 


for 
! 
| pected to be up and around in two 








He may have figured that | 


+ tow n.for..a 





| Metro's 


| 


With no picture work scheduled 
until next fall, when the last on his | 
Warner contract comes up, Chit 
Sale is starting on an auto tour of 
the northwest with Mrs. Sale 

He'll be gone around two months 

ANNA MAY’ S SISTER 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Lulu Wor sister of Anna May 
Wong, is being tested by Metro for 
lead in Eskimo picture. Makes that 
all nationalities have been tested for 


+ 
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|} scheduled United 
| sonalities 
| belief that the Hollywood UA studio | 


Eastern Exec Gets a Load 
of Studio Stalling and_/| 
Beating Time Clock with 
N. Y. Sending $3,000,000 
Payroll West Weekly—| 
Suggests Stopping Pay | 
Checks to Bring Realiza-| 
tion of Conditions 


GREASING OWN SKIDS | 
| 


Hollywood, May 23. | 
Studio executives who are allow- 
ing social activities to interfere with | 


He went for) their duties under present condi- 


tions are greasing themselves for 


the way out. This is according to) 


was|one of the new eastern financial 
no fool at all, and just wanted to} 


heads of a major company. 


Sasterner has burned several 
times since he arrived here over the 
usual Hollywood appointment stalls, 
with executives failing to show up 
at important conferences claiming 
they were busy late theeprevious 
night. Investigation showed that 
the execs were golfing or catching 
up on sleep. 

Condition is general in Hollywood 


| with as many people interested in 


beating the time clock as are inter- 
ested in turning in a full day, says 
the easterner. 


They Haven't Heard 





Monthly stalling off of nervous 
conditions by the execs leaving 


ing in for scrutiny, the eastern 
gentleman trying to figure why it is 
necessary for some big shots to take 
a layoff so frequently on the com- 
pany’s time, 

This New Yorker's idea is that 
maybe the only way Hollywood will 
ever realize that conditions are not 
so good is if the weekly payroll 
checks stop coming in for a couple 
of weeks. He thinks that with New 
York sending $3,000,000 to the Coast 
every wéek, and with the bigger 
companies combined, now going 
into the red for nearly $1,000,000 
every seven days, anything can 
happen, 





Ford’s Fox Return 


Hollywood, May 23. 

John Ford, after more than a 
year’s absence from the Fox lot; 
will return to that payroll under 
contract to make three pictures fol- 
lowing completion of ‘Airmail’ for 
Universal, 

When he left Fox, Ford had the 
longest service record of any di- 
rector on that lot. 





Rapf at Home 


Hollywood, May 23. 


fer”. dar? dt-also com... 





Sight of Harry Rapf’s right eye is 
impaired, following an attack of 
what was first thought to be acute 
indigestion. Rapf was stricken at | 
Hillcrest Country Club May 15. 

He has been confined to his home 
for the past week. 

Rapf is improving and 


is ex- 


weeks, 


ACTRESS’ QUICK HOP 

Veree Teasdale left hurriedly for 
the last week to go into 
‘Skyscraper on an optional 
termer with that studio. 

Actress was slated for the Lew 
Leslie musical‘ Clowns in Clover,’ to 
open in Chicago next month, but she 
switched to the picture proposition 





Coast 


| 
| 
——— . 
Test Van Dekker 


Metro tested Albert Van Dekker 
legit actor. last week, 
He is playing the lead in the cur- | 


ent company of ‘Grand Hote! 





U. A. BEHIND STOCK? 


Film Players Listed As Guest Stars 
in Portland, Ore. 
pieviiailh Ore., May 23. 
When the local Dufwin reopens 
El] Capitan with a guest star 
stock policy, predominance of } 
Artists’ film per-| 
given rise to local! 


as the 
legit 
has 
is financing the proposition. 

Joe Tenner is here preparing the 
preliminaries. The Old Dufwin| 


Players are taking a showboat | 
cruise this summer. 


WINCHELL’S COLD FEET | 
FREEZE PICTURE DEAL | 





9° 


May 23. 
plus a frown 
Tobacco and} 


Holly wood, 
angles, 
American 


Too 
| from 


many 
the 


the N. Y. ‘Mirror,’ influenced W: alter | 


Winchell to call off his picture deal 
with Universal, Winchell with his 
wife and family left for the east 
Thursday (19) where he will spend 
a few days at Atlantic City before 


| resuming his Lucky Strike broad- 


‘fasts June 4. 

Winchell was set to go 
‘Okay America’ at $50,000 after 
much see-sawing on salary, billing, 
etc. But when his eastern em- 
ployers refused to enthuse over his 
screen debut he figured the only 
way to walk out of another break- 
down was to go home. 

Winchell’s calling off the deal has 
put the studio $15,000 in the red on 
preparatory work for the _ story 
which Bill McGuire was authoring. 

Yarn will be discarded and the 
idea of a columnist film on the new 
program abandoned. 


into U's 





Tracy Loses WB Term 





Hollywood, May 23. 

Lee Tracy’s contract for three 
years at Warners went into the 
waste basket after he had slipped 
up twice on the time clock during 
production of ‘Blessed Event.’ 

Player was engaged for the col- 
umnist part when James Cagney 
walked. 
an additional six months and op- 
tions for five added periods. War- 
ners claimed violation of contract 
and Tracy agreed to the waste bas- 
ket ending. 

Possible WB will now try to get 
Jack Oakie for the part. 





3 Wks. on Her Feet 
In Story Atmosphere 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Assigned to write a department 
store story for Sally Eilers and 
Jimmy Dunn, Irene Kuhn _ spent 
three weeks behind the counters of 
a department store here on order 
of the Fox studio. Miss Kuhn's 
home was robbed Saturday night 
(21) of jewelry valued at $500 while 
she was out. 





Fast Divorce 


Hollywook May 23. 

Within 24 hours after filing, Ger- 
trude Short, screen actress, was 
granted a divorce by Superior Court 
Judge Leahy from Percy S. Pem- 
brooke, director, with her attorney, 
E. E. McCullough, charging cruelty. 

Property settlement was arranged 
out of court. 


INTANGIBLE ASSETS 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Margaret Reigan, usherette, 


filed bankruptcy for $586, main part 


of which is $400 owed Leonard Lay-' 


the Paramount theatre here. 
Girl values her personal effects at 
$175, they're 


for back 


sar, of 


but says being 
rent. 


McCREA- BENNETT AGAIN 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Joel McCrea will go into the next 
Constance Bennett picture. Film is 
not ye titled 
MeCren did a 


previous pi 


with Mi Pennett at Pa 


As ‘Blessed Event’ Ends 


Tracy's agreement was for 


has|| 
| 


held | 


Woolsey Points 


Stern Finger at 
Wheeler s Agent 


Hollywood, May 23. 

A ‘justfication’ party on the 
| Wheeler-Woolsey split was staged 
lin the Joyce-Selznick office on be- 
| halt of Robert Woolsey last week. 
| Press was invited with the agents 
represented as hosts by their press 
agent. 
an sey explained that he and 
are the best of friends, the 
wedge in their lives being Leo 
| Fitzgerald, Wheeler’s agent, and 
who used to be Woolsey’s agent, too. 


| 


heeler 
ae 


Just An Interferer 

Despite being. sluffed in favor of 
J-S by Woolsey, Ftzgerald was still 
interested in lining up personal 
dates for the W-W combination, it 
was pointed out. But Joyce-Selz- 
nick office couldn’t see the benefit 
of these for their new client. 

Money Caused Split 

Negotiations on a new Radio con- 
tract, when Fitzgerald advised 
Wheeler against taking a drop from 
$50,000 to $40,000 per picture, set 
off the fireworks, according to the 
Woolsey side. 

Joyce worked on the Columbia 
deal for theteam without bringing 
in Wheeler's representative, after 
which Fitzgerald persuaded Wheel- 
er to hop east, opines Woolsey 
sadly. 

Harry Cohn says Columbia will 
hold Wheeler and Woolsey to their 
contracts, and if necessary will go 
to court and restrain them from 
other engagements until they meet 
their obligation to Columbia. 


, HARDING AND DIX AS” 
CO-STARS FOR RADIO 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Ann Harding and Richard Dix will 
be teamed together by Radio this 
summer, 

Miss Harding has been on retakes 
of ‘Westwood Passage’ with it pose 
sible that the Dix film will be her 
next. This will be Miss Harding’s 
first co-starring release under the 
Pathe or Radio banner, 











‘FATHER’ FOR ARLISS 
Hollywood, May 23 
‘Adopted Father,’ Edgar Franke 
lin’s play, has been bought by Ware 
ners for George Arliss. 
Production in the fall, 
Arliss’ new contract. 
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4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 








Open Only for 


experiment of closing theatres rath- 
er than play poor pictures to tobog- 
ganing totals. Radical policy has 
practically been decided upon with 
MecVicker’s last week going dark for 
two days, curtailing a loss which 
hit a new daily low of a reported 
$400. one day. 

Future of McVicker’s depends 
wholly on product. B&K is ada- 
mant in its decision to play quality 
pictures, or else close the spot. 
There is no intention of changing 
policy as the circuit did with the 
Roosevelt. Latter site went to a 35- 
cent top after battling for months. 

Situation is deemed serious and 
the likelihood of more houses going 
dark does not only include B&E, 
but takes in Warners particularily 
and independents generally. After 
going to single features at the Ava- 
lon and reducing prices, WB. fol- 
lowed up the single film idea at the 
Capitol last week with ‘Wet Pa- 
rade’ (M-G) as a test to determine 
the reaction of double featuring 
abolishment. Strong possibility of 
Warners throwing eiti *r one or 
both of its deluxe south ; ide houses 
into darkness for an _ indefinite 
period. : 

Discussed around here at various 
times, but getting nowhere, is the 
feasibility of a pooling proposition 
between circuits. Advisability of 
closing certain houses, and pooling 
the profits of others, has been 
brought up for discussion but so 
far nothing has come of the idea. 

B&K’s State-Lake Burn 

Price cutting contest now being 
staged by the local circuits isn't 
particularly helping any one in the 
muddled situation. Grosses still re- 
main where they were and good pic- 
tures are still unavailable. When 
RKO siashed the scale of the State- 
Lake from 8&5 to 60c, and sent the 
balcony admish down to 40c, the 
report went out that B&K would 
refuse to play Radio pictures on 
subsequent runs becau-e of the cut. 
After denials from both sides it 
develops that B&K intends to carry 
out the threat to the extent of 
keeping Radio product out of its 
houses where the admission scale 
is higher than the State-Lake prices, 
claiming it would be unfair to the 
public and not good policy. How- 
ever, B&K. has plenty of theatres 
operating at the same or lower b.o. 
scales than the State-Lake. 

Actually B&K is in need of as 
much product as it can get and is 
hardly likely to sluff at this time, 
with most of the circuit’s stands 
knee deep in double features. 
Should dual features be eliminated 
in the future, B&K would automa- 
tically drop all outside product it 
didn’t need. 

Another deluxer will be closed by 
Publix May 26 when the Paramount, 
Toledo, goes dark, 


Minneapolis, May 23. 

The Minnesota theatre, ace 4,- 
200-seat Publix deluxer, closes 
June 2 for the summer. First time 
that the house has gone dark since 
its inaugural more than three years 
ago. It will cost about $13,000 
weekly standing still. 


800-seat Century, has been dark all 
season except for the ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ engagement. Elimination of the 
Minnesota leaves the 2,200-seat 
straight film State as the principal 
Publix first run house. Also makes 
the RKO Orpheum the only theatre 
in town with stage shows. 

The Paramount, St. Paul, is also 
closing for the summer June 2. 





Chicago, May 23. Picketing Habit 
Beset by declining grosses and ef 
lack of film product, Publix-B&K 
: ating an 1 -ecedented Ottawa, May 23. 
is contemplating an unprecedentec i 
The Avalon here has been 


B&K May Close Theatres Rather 
Than Take Chance on Weak Product; 


Sure B.0. Winners 





picketed for 18 months by vari- 
ous unions. 

Boys have become such a 
landmark in front of the thea- 
tre that Paddy Nolan, the 
owner, decided to continue the 
habit and is now payrolling 
his own pickets to advertise 
current attractions. 


PAR-PUBLIX UNIFIES 
ITS PUBLICITY STAFF 


New setup in Paramount-Publix 
has Arthur Mayer assuming juris- 
diction over the combined publicity 
and advertising departments of the 
company in all branches. 

Jack Hess becomes general man- 


ager of advertising, continues super- 
vision of Publix Opinion,’ house or- 
gan, and also assumes supervision 
over New York publicity, which is 
in direct charge of Earl Wingart. 
Charles McCarthy will handle 
press work on the production phase 
of pictures as a contact with 
the Coast studios but making head- 
quarters in New York. 

Under the so-called unification of 
all publicity and advertising under 
Mayer, theatre and picture press 
books will become one, saving P-P, 
from estimates, at least $100,000 
yearly. This work will fall withia 
the jurisdiction of Hess, who will 
have Bill Danziger in charge of 
theatre advertising, and Cliff Lewis, 
in charge of picture advertising to 
help. 

With the P-P advertising account 
now in Lord, Thomas & Logan, that 
firm will continue to handle fan 
and trade magazine advertising 
with Paramou * eating the ads. 


FOX WILL HOLD BACK 
RELEASE OF FIVE FILMS 


At the close of the Fox sales con- 
vention in New York last week 90 
salesmen, or 30 less than a year 
ago, received final instructions to 
sell 43 instead of 48 features listed 
as the complete Fox block. 

The five holdout films will not be 
released until after Jan. 1 it was 
declared. It is presumed these pic- 
tures will be classed as specials. 




















NEW INDIE FIRM 


Goldstone, Simmonds, Gluckman’s 
Majestic Pictures—Plan 24 





A new independent producing 
company, to be known as Majestic 
Pictures, is chrystalizing with Phil 
Goldstone, Joe Simmonds and Sam 
Gluckman as the organizers, 

Simmonds is the head of Tower 
Productions, a separate interest of 
his that will not in any way be tied 
to the new projects Gluckman ope- 
rates the Capitol Exchange, New 
York, through which Majestic pic- 
tures will probably be handled for 


With this closing, Publix will that zone. 
have both of its principal loop While not anncancing anything 
houses here dark. Other, the 1,- 


on plans, trio is said to be figuring 
on a program of 24 pictures for 
1932-33, to be made in Hollywood. 





Hlolywood, May 23. 
Christy Cabanne has en- 
gaged by Majestic Pictures, the 
new Phil Goldstone-Joe Simmonds- 


been 


te direct six features. 
Majestrc will make 18 features 
eight of which will be westerns, at 





“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


lace a subscription for Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 


untilLabor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 


the Ralph Like studio. 


GAIETY GRIND THIS WK. 
Gaiety, New York, starts operat 
ing this Friday (27) as an indepen- 


dent grind film house with ‘Esca- 
pade’ (First Division) the opening 
attraction. 

Leonard Bergman and Sebastian 


Romer have combined to operate the 











Erlangers, said to be in on the op- 
eration. 











Sam Gluckman producing company, | 


a ' 
house through an arrangement with 


PAR OFF WESTERNS 


Let Outside Producers Make 
’Em—Cancel Scott’s Two 





Will 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Paramount is off production of 
Westerns, and in future will let 
outside producers make the gallop- 
ing scripts. 
‘Lone Cowboy’ has been aban- 
doned for Randolph Scott and an- 


other western story, being written 
by Anthony Coldewey, has also 
been rejected. Coldeéwey has been 


dropped with the studio’s intentions 
on Scott now hazy. 





Libson-Levy Out 
Of Chi and Cincy, 
J. J. Franklin In 


Ike Libson and Ascher Levy, RKO 
division managers in Cincinnati and 
Chicago, respectively, are being let 
out with Nat Holt and J. J. Frank- 
lin succeeding. 

Franklin is a brother of Harold 
B. Franklin, present RKO theatre 
operating head, and not the J. J. 
Franklin of RKO’s Canadian divi- 
sion, 

Libson and Levy are both finan- 
cially well off and neither was de- 
pendant on his RKO job. Libson 
was retained to operate the Cincin- 
nati and neighboring houses follow- 
ing his sale of 14 theatres to RKO. 
He still holds his interest in the 
Palace, Cincinnati, and one small 
picture house in that city. Levy 
was one of the old Orpheum circuit 
group in Chicago. He returned in 
the Chi division managerial capac- 
ity about three months ago, replac- 
ing Bill Elson there. 

Other RKO changes involve J. J. 
McCurdy, replacing Livingston Lan- 
ning as manager of the Palace, 
Cleveland, and R. V. Connor, suc- 
ceeding Coney Holmes at Keith's, 
Boston, 


Malcolm Takes Peerless; 
Is Forming Own Company 








Peerless Pictures, indie firm in 
existence for several years with 
Adolph Pollack in charge, has been 
taken over by Joseph - Malcolm; 
owner of Malcolm Laboratories and 
a silent partner of Pollack’s. Out 
of Peerless, including the indie ex- 
change in New York, Pollack is 
planning the organization of a new 
company of his own. 

It will be known as Eagle Produc- 
tions with a program of 12 pictures 
scheduled, 

Pollack’s New York exchange has 
long rated as the biggest in the east. 
A few years back he was distribu- 
tor of Columbia product in the New 
York zone but sold out his fran- 
chise to Col. 


Ill. Club Gals Stil? 
Talking of Film Biz 


Chicago, May 23. 
Not giving up its efforts to obtain 
a voice in the censoring of films, the 
Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs 
is still at it. Ladies’ latest con- 
demnation, as directed against the 
industry, is that pictures are be- 
coming much too sophisticated, cit- 
ing the sexy and bedroom stuff. 
Crusading femmes held a conven- 
tion here last week. Question of 
forming local better film council 
again came up with members urged 
to organize in their respective com- 
munities, 








Small-Goetz Form 
Indie Producing Firm 


Edward Small, Hollywood agent 
and former indie producer, has in- 
corporated as Reliance Pictures with 
Harry M. Goetz. Latter was for- 
;merly assistant treasurer and comp- 
troller for Paramount. 

Reliance will make independent 
productions this summer for release 
on an individual distributing 
rangement. 

Small returns to the Coast this 
; week to assume charge of produc- 
jtion. Goetz will handle the 
in New York. 





ar- 





busi- 
“ness end 


WOBBER AT STUDIO 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Herman Wobber, sales executive- 
it-large for Paramount, has 
at the studio for the past week in 
conferences with Sam Katz, Eman- 
uel Cohn and B. P. Schulbere 
the new season's product. 
Wobber is in charge of sales on 
the coast. 


been 


on 
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Warner at Market Quiz 


Testimony of Harry M. 
Warner late last week before 
the Senate committee investi- 
gating the Stock Exchange was 
the subject of lively interest 
in the film trade. 

Warner admitted he and his 
associates had carried on large 
dealings in the company’s 
stock. On one series of trans- 
actions the paper profit was 
in excess of $7,000,000. 

Film man testified also that 
he lent the company large 
sums of money and took as 
security Warner Bros. deben- 
tures. Trading accounts were 
in a number of ni-nes. Pro- 
cedure, witness admitted, was 
to keep his transactions secret. 











FOX THR. BOARD MEETS: 
WEIGHS RECEIVER SUIT 


A meeting of the board of Fox 
Theatres was held yesterday (Mon- 
day) afternoon. It is believed direc- 
tors discussed the pending suit for 
receivership brought by Jacob Ru- 
benstein in the New York Supreme 
Court. Rubinstein is holder of 10,- 
000 shares of ‘A’ common stock of 
Fox Theatres, 

Plaintiff charges wrongful manip- 
ulation of the corporation's assets 
for the benefit of General Theatres 
Equipment, Inc. Suit was originally 
brought around 18 months ago, but 
was revealed only when the defen- 
dants filed a motion to vacate an 
order for examination before trial. 

Rubenstein complains that Fox 
Theatres paid more than $1,500,000 
to lawyers which should have been 
paid, he asserts, by GTE. Also that 
the 1,600,000 shares of Fox Films 
‘A’ stock representing control of Fox 


Films and held by Fox Theatres 
was sold below market value to 
GTE, 


HAYS MEN STILL HOPE 
FOR 10c TAX DEFEAT 


Criticism within the industry on 
the manner in which the tax fight 
is being conducted drew fire yester- 
day (Monday) from the producer 
representative who are handling the 
campaign. 

Although they admit the 10 cent 
afmission tribute is nearer to being 
realized than a week ago, Charles 
Pettijohn, Hays’ lawyer and in New 
York for a few hours, stated before 
returning to Washington: 

“We are hopeful that the proposal 
to tax all admissions above 10 cents 
will be defeated in the Senate and 
that, at least, the language of the 
bill as passed by the House, ex- 
empting admissions under 46 cents, 
will be passed by the Senate. I 
would not want to say any more 
at this time.’ 


Metro’s Music 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Metro will have a musical back- 
ground for all pictures in the future 
with Jack Chertochk, musical con- 
ductor, at the studio now interview- 
ing musicians. 
Assignments will be for several 
permanent orchestras to be kept on 
lot. 





‘Hotel’ Muffs ’Ham 
Birmingham, May 23. 

Metro’s ‘Grand Hotel’ will not 
play here as a roadshow. Picture 
was booked to open today (Mon- 
day), but Metro wanted it to go into 
the Empire and local operators 
wanted it for the Strand. 

The Empire is in its second week 
of vaude end declined hurting 
| chances of the stage shows going 
; over, 





THAU SAILS JUNE 3 

Benny Thau, Metro casting di- 
rector now in New York prepara- 
tory to a foreign scouting tour, sails 
on the ‘Ile de France,’ June 3. 

He sails accompanied by 
Feist, Jr., and a cameraman. 
expect 
‘months. 


Felix 
They 
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Sam Katz is remaining on the 
coast until July to personally sit 
in on Paramount production mate 
ters. He recently left New York 
for the convention out there and ig 
remaining west for what wil] 
amount to three months, may be 
longer. Some talk of Katz oing 
from Hollywood to Europe but such 
a trip is not confirmed at thig 
time. 

Decision by Katz to remain at 


the studio turns over to John Balas 
ban and Sam Dembow actual op« 
eration of Publix theatres as dee 
tailed in personnel some weeks aga, 
The realignment came about at the 
time of S. R. Kent’s withdrawal 
from Paramount-Publix and the ad« 
vancement of Katz to general mane 
agership of the organization. Katz, 
as head of Publix, named Dembow 
and Balaban to take charge of the 
theatre end, while he broadened his 
own duties to cover distribution and 
production. 

With Katz away from the home 
office Dembow will confine himself 
to film buying for the circuit, real 
estate, labor and theatre partnere 
ship matters, while Balaban will ase 
sume full operation of Publix 
theatres. . 

Feld’s Added Work 


Balaban left for Chicago last Fri«- 
day (20) with Milton Feld and 
Dave Wallerstein to redistrict that 
city following the transfer of Chi«- 
cago, Detroit and Toledo to Feld’s 
division. Feld becomes divisional die 
rector in addition to his directorship 
of all Publix deluxe houses. 

Appointment of Feld over all di« 
visions relieves Balaban of his dise 
trict duties to concentrate on the 
circuit as a whole. Balaban super- 
vised these aforementioned sectors, 
as well as Canada, in the past. The 
Canadian string remains without 
change with J, J. Fitzzibbon in 
charge. 

Wallerstein, Balaban’s assistant 
in New York, will remain in Chicago 
where he will headquarter while 
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sion manager, while I. M. Halpern 
continues as division head for Dee 
troit. Charles Kurtzman, recently 
brought on from the coast, will act 
as operating assistant to Feld in 
view of the latter’s increased doe# 
main which gives Feld the longest 
list of Publix houses to handle, 
Feld’s territory, prior to his acquisi« 
tion of the Balaban operated string, 
took in northern New York, Buffalo, 
Indianapolis, St. Louis, the Colorado 
division and Boston, Latter sector 
is held in conjunction with Dave 
Chatkin, New England's division 
chief. Feld retains supervision of 
these areas besides the new addie 
tions. 

Balaban and Feld are both 
pected back in New York 
(Tuesday) or tomorrow. 


exe 
today 





RELEASING ‘INTERLUDE’ 


Goes Out Right Away But Will $2 
in New York 





Hollywood, May 23. 

‘Strange Interlude’ will not be ree 
leased as a special by Metro as pre« 
viously planned due to product 
shortage. 

Picture goes out right away with 
New York to have the only $2 shows 
ing with a house now being sought. 

‘Grand Hotel’ is currently playe 
ing the Loew twice daily showcase 
for Metro there, the Astor. 





Mittenthal’s Films 


Aubrey Mittenthal, legit prog 
ducer, is organizing for independent 
film production. He has not been 
active for the past few years. 


Mitierthal will do ‘Wanted By 
the Police,’ written by Frederick 
and Fanny Hatton, legit play« 
wrights. Production starts in 10 


days at Fort Lee, N. J. 





Bruce Cabot ‘Kong’ Lead 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Bruce Cabot, Radio contract 
player, will probably get the lead 
in ‘Kong, formerly ‘Eighth Wone 
der, which Merian Cooper is dis- 
recting. 


Fay Wray has the top femme 





| spot. 
to remain away about six |gerous Game,’ 


She's also in ‘The Most Dan- 
replacing Margaret 
Perry. 


Katz’ Long Stay on Coast to Lean | 
Producing; Publix Operation Set 
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Warners Will Fi igh 


Agents with Imported Bway Talent 
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t Salary-Jacking 





+. 
a4 





Hollywood, May 23. 

Reluctance of Hollywood players 
to take a cut which especialy points 
to the Cagney incident, has prompted 
Warners to send Rufus LeMaire to 
New York to catch shows and line 
up talent that will fit into leads and 
secondary parts. LeMaire left here 
Friday (20). 

Warner idea is to build stars from 
Broadway imports who haven't ac- 
quired the boxcar figure idea of sal- 
ary. Back of it also is the present 
solo war being carried on between 
the studio and the Hollywood 
agents it has barred from the lot. 

Warner execs claim that local 
agents have tried to sell them legit 
players now in New York for twice 
what the studio can get them for by 
dealing direct. 


‘It’s Roadshow Film!’ Says 
Producer After 20 Yrs.; 
Entire Cast Deceased 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Henry Warner, former Pasadena 
theatre owner, says he'll roadshow 
his eight reeler being constructed 
around material filmed at the lost 
city of Angkor in 1912. He has 
added animal stuff and a story. 

Warner claims his ‘weirdest and 
strangest picture ever made’ will be 
teady by September, titled ‘Ape of 
Angkor.’ 

As all the members of the expedi- 
tion which filmed the original foot- 
age have since died, Warner fears 
no ‘Ingagi’ anti-climax. 








eer AG: QUSTING. ATEEMPT dene 


IN SCHULBERG’S TRIP 


Hollywood, May 23. 

B. P. Schulberg is safe at Para- 
mount until March 1, 1933, at least. 
His departure east Wed (25) is on 
his. annual vacation. He will see 
his son, Seymour, graduate from 
Deerfield Academy at Deerfield, 
Mass. Due back June 18. 

Emanuel Cohen will be in charge 
of the studio during Schulberg’s 
absence. Sam Katz now intends 
remaining at the studio for two or 
three months to check production 


problems. 
B. P. Schulberg was absent 
from the Producers’ Association 


meeting last Friday (20) with Louis 
Mayer commenting it was the first 


time since Schulberg has headed 
Paramount production that he 
missed. 


Sam Katz and Emanuel Cohen 


were present. 


ONLY ONE FOX PICTURE 
UNTIL SHEEHAN’S BACK 


Holly weet, May 23. 
Fox production has eased off and 
will stay there until the return of S. 
kh. Kent and W.-R. Sheehan around 
June 6. Richard Rowland went east 
last Tuesday (17), leaving Al Rock- 
ett in charge. Only one picture, 
starting June 1, will go into work 

during the Rockett management. 
Lessened activity will affect sev- 
eral hundred workers, mostly tech- 
nicians, prop men and camera 
crews, who go off pay roll as fast as 
the three pictures now in production 
are completed. Two of the trio, ‘Re- 





becca of Sunnybrook Farm’ and 
‘Burnt Offering,’ finish this week. 
Will Rogers’ ‘Back to Earth’ is in 
this week for retakes. 


Laemmle’ s Trip Off 


Carl L pounds. Sr., 
Plans for 
rope. He 
Hopkins 
tion. 


has abandoned 
his seasonal trip to Eu- 

is in Baltimore Johns 
Hospital under observa- 
His son, Carl, Jr., 


is 


from the Coast to be near him. 
Universal head may 
operation. 


have to un- 


lar 
Ger £o 


an 





oming | 


RKO Chops for Films || 





The censors for the film pro- 
ducers are delving into those 
‘You Mustn’t Do That’ lists 
RKO used to get out. Efforts 
are being made by Haysites to 
secure all of the censored 
matter on vaude gags and acts 
as dictated by the vaude circuit 
at various times. 

teasoning is that what was 
ruled out for vaude should be 
disdained by Hollywood—and 
will. 


Film Cos. Want 
Wire Break and 
Will Ask for It 


Picture heads 














are squawking on 
the electrics. Burned up that 
while the film biz as a whole is 


passing through a trying period and 
has tacked itself to various and 
drastic economy moves, little in the 
way of substantial assistance has 
come from the equipment corpora- 
tions. 

Since no voluntary move of any 
proportion has been made by the 
electrics, the companies are taking 
the matter up to ask directly for 
cut. Chief among these are RKO 
and Fox, although no definte re- 
quests are known to have —_—- 
eh cenontdimetb ele AD LPS PB tly 
RKO the negotiations ure with 
RCA, Fox deals with Western 
Electric. 

Cuts and adjustment of notes 
are being talked about on service 
charges, equipment costs and re- 
cording royalties. In the matter of 
service charges the majors seem to 
feel that these s:.ould be eliminated 
entirely. 

Smouldering Grouch 

Anything RKO or Fox may 
achieve would directly affect the 
fold. All the major companies, ex- 
cept RKO, deal with W. E. 

What the majors feel perturbed 
about at this time is the fact that 
they all went for Western Electric 
licenses at a time when they were 
led to believe that W.E. had the 
exclusive methods for all recording 
and reproducing. In this the Fox 
company, through William Fox, 
was indirectly responsible. On the 
presumed exclusiveness of W.E., 
Fox gave up consideration of other 
equipment to take W.E. equipment 
after already having paid $100,000 
to the DeForest (Phonofilm) firm 
as a deposit on a future buy-in of 
that company. Fox never got back 
that deposit. 

Later, in the General Talking 
Pictures vs. Stanley Theatre suit, 
when W.E. defended and claimed 
an e..clusive contract on the De- 


— - 





Forest patents, the court held none 
such existed for W.E. in connec- | 
tion with the Ries patent then in- 
volved. 


Active Selznick 


Hollywood, May 23. 

David O. Selznick has until Nov. 
1 to go on his contract as executive 
production head at Radio studios. 

This, however, is not preventing 
him from negotiating for the service 
of various production heads and} 
business executives with the tickets 
being offered running beyond the 
period of his incumbency. 








Henigson Stays U 


Hollywood, May 
Henigson has called off ail 
looking to his engage- 
business executive at 


23. 
Henry 
negotiations 
| ment 
Radio. 
He will remain at 





as 


Universal 


| tive declarations that the 
| idea, 
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| Par and WB Hold Out on | 
Redraft Plan—Move 
Outcome of New ‘Exclu- 
sive’ Distrib Theories— 
Lightman in a Spot 


‘HEATED HAYS SESSION | 


STATE ARBITER 


From the conversational chaos 


| precipitated by the numerous sug- 


gestions to revolutionize distribu- 
tion marked developments’ are 
shaping. As a first step all major 
companies, excepting Paramount 
and Warners, have agreed to sit 


| down again with the independents 


and redraft a uniform contract. 

This decision, reached last Thurs- 
day (19) after a heated session of 
company attorneys at the Hays 
office, during which neutral indie 
leaders threatened to sever all con- 
ciliatory relations with the majors, 
comes barely a week after the Hays 
group had flatly rejected the 5-5-5 
formula and voted to continue busi- 
ness on the present individual com- 
pany contractual policy. 

The ‘exclusive run’ methods, of 
which three contrary formulas have 
been presented, are witnessing re- 
cantation, indications of civil war 
among the indies with threats of 
wholesale secession of state units 
from national affiliations, and the 
official stigma upon an indie who 
books a ‘shown-here-only’ as ‘a 
traitor to the independent cause.’ 

United Artists and Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, fathers of the ‘exclu- 
sive’ idea in distribution, are weak- 
ening in their stand. According to 


nh ctnayed tris wt oe es rs 


from indie leaders, U.A revealed 
that it is willing to ‘modify’ its ‘A’ 
and ‘Bb’ picture-theatre classifica- 
tion. On the other hand, Metro has 
not only refused to consider modifi- 
cations of the 100% exclusive propo- 
sition, but is declaring to inquiring 
independents that it is not yet offi- 
cially entertaining plans for intro- 
ducing such a policy. 
Lightman’s Spot 

The fan-type classification, where- 
by pictures and theatres would be 
graded similar to legit, vaude and 
burlesque in the personal appear- 
ance side of the entertainment 
world, is putting its promoter, M.A. 
Lightman, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
virtually on the spot with his own 
organization and is making him the 
target for leaders of rival bodies. 

Simultaneously with the resolu- 
tion of the MPTO of Connecticut, 
unit of the MPTOA, that the United 
Artists’ plan would sound the death 
knell of independent exhibitors, the 
TOCC let loose a barrage on pro- 
tection, inability of the indie dollar 
to compete with the big circuit 
dollar, spiked the Lightman plan 
and went on record for lower ad- 
missions generally and greater pic- 
ture quantity. 

Along with these developments 
some of the leading sales heads and 
industry representatives, who until 
now have sat quietly by, make posi- 
‘exclusive’ 
as propounded so far, would 
only get the industry into further 
trouble 

A Boomerang 

rhey reason that to take the 
of the industry's product 
from subsequent runs would, with- 
in two years after introduction of 
the policy, exterminate the lesser 
independents. 

Then, what will happen? 
answer the question themselves 
by saying that tne first runs, which 
now would be willing to pay the 
highest prices, would be in a posi- 
tion of dictatorship and could then 
name their own price on the very 
product for which they are now 
willing to bid so high. 

In addition to this boomerang of 
the ‘exclusive,’ those closest to the 
situation see endless litigation. No 
independent with his life’s invest- 
ment and work represented in a 
theatre or 
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small circuit will see his |; 


| the Brookhart bill as the way 


REVIVE UNIFORM CONTRACT 





|Roxy Theatre's Future Still in Air; 
Grauman Returns West Undecided 


Aylesworth s Trip 


M. H. Seaiiiaitainn 
RKO Radio, is expected to leave for 
the Coast late this week to look 
over the Radio studio. His stay out 
there may be indefinite. 

Trip wil! be Aylesworth's 
move westward = since 
RKO head. 





president of 


first 
becoming 


ACADEMY IDEA 
VERSUS PACT 


99 
“aoe 


Hollywood, May 
Academy will demand provision 
for arbitration under the eye of the 
C.lifornia state la r commission if 
the producers’ so-called anti-raid- 
ing agreement on talent becomes 
operative in any form, 
This recommezdation 
made by the committee preparing 
the Academy’s official reaction to 
the agreement. Committee met 
minus its producer member, B. P. 
Schulberg. Representaives of the 
other four Academy groups are 
Sam Hardy, Al Cohn, Nugent 
Slaughter, and Frank Capra. 
Protest 6-Mos. C'ause 


Committee voted for absolute 
repudiation of tne producer scheme 
unless the six months priority 
is extracted. Further con- 
held. hefore a 
a a (net Seren 
Suvmillea ty thle 


will be 


hoe 
is ’ Atal 
board. 

Opposition to the clause which 
gives a producer six months’ op- 
tion after the termination of any 
contract, developed when a group 
of writers engaged attorneys for a 
test fight if any of them are vic- 
tims. Federal action would be 
sought alleging violations of con- 
stitutional rights. 





business go to the wall because of 
the lack of suitable product with- 
out putting up a finish fight in the 
courts. Some of the major com- 
pany representatives believe, as do 
some of the indie leaders, that ad- 
missions should come down and at- 


tractiveness of the program in- 
crease. In booking circles it is 
pointed out that negative cost of 


product has failed to keep up with 
the decline at the boxoffice which 
is placed, during the past year, as 
high as 40% and more for some of 
the major circuits. Contrary to 
prior reports, experts on _ inside 
matters declare that Hollywood 
costs are only 15 to 20% under last 
year. 

The Lightman idea is described 
by some of the active circuit execu- 
tives as a millennium which could 
be realized only if one man con- 
trolled all the picture theatres in 
the country. 

While Allied 
advantage of 
salvo to bring 


is reported taking 
the conversational 
added pressure on 
out | 
indies, other indie group 
already laying out their 
own plans. One which shapes up 
the most popular, in the event 
that ‘exclusive’ materializes, is to 
go to the public and say that the 
theatres are being forced out of 
business and that the public is be- 
ing compelled to go miles and pay 


for the 
leaders are 


as 


leer 
ely 


eG 





top prices because of a squeeze- 
out. 

Indie heads the past week have 
been challenging distribution heads 
to make public the claim recorded | 
a year ago that producers realize 
only 15% of their income from indie 
boxoffices. One of the strongest 
indie chiefs in the country, who is 
making a survey on the matter of | 


producer revenue, predicts that the 
indie contribution right now is fully 
50% of the major producer's rentals 
in the U.S. 


Future of the 
way deluxer is 
may pull the 
in equity receivership, 
bankruptcy 


Roxy, as a Broad- 
dark the house 
Theatre, now 
looks to face 
unless funds are raised 


so 


shades. 


to cover the s2cond mortgage of 
$1,250,480 maturing July 1, besides 
which around $500,00C is needed to 
keep the house operating. Harry 
G. Kosch, an attorney and pres- 
ident of the Roxy Corp., is also re- 
ceiver under a $50,000 bond, on ap- 
pointment by Federal Judge Fran- 
cis Caffey. 

Equity receivership was granted 
after a default had been noted on 
1 $200,000 mortgage payment, and 
on the petition of John Kane as 
issignee of a $10,000 claim held 
against the corporation by the Chi- 
cago law firm of Sonnenschein, 
Kerkson, Lautman, Levinson and 
Morse. Unravelling the complex 
stock situation, bond issues, mort- 
gages and management details is 
Kosch’s job. 

With other lawyers, Koscn has 
been arranging details to keep the 
house in operation while at the 
same time, certain of the ‘A’ stockt 


hoiders have been talking of lega! 
action to set aside a recent trus* 
agreement whereby the _ presen’ 
board votes this stock. In addition 
Halsey Stuart Co., downtown bank 
firm, is reported progressing to- 
wards formation of a note holder? 
committee to protect bondholders. 

Petition to appoint a receiver 
listed the corporation’s assets ag 
$10,954,869 which sum is taken t¢ 
represent mostly the building and 
the theatre’s good will. Liabilities 
were given at £5,660,67°. 

Operator and Pictures 


From a trade point the Roxy’ 


main obstacles, outside of the fi- 
nancia) troubles are that of obtain 
slik, a SuLlaviIt VUptiary 

and picture beskines. ” Althoug? 


the house is playing Fox films prin- 
cipally there is no booking contract 
between the two firms except from 
a moral obligation standpoint. 

On the operating end several 
names have been mentioned, most 
prominent being that of Sid Grau- 
man. However, Grauman is due to 
return to the Coast tomorrow 
(Wednesday). No decision had been 
reached as to whether he would as- 
sume management of the Roxy or 


; not. 


Negotiations are on to secure 
money and an operator-director for 
the theatre, but nothing will be an- 
nounced until later in the week. 


HUGHES QUITS 
UNTIL 1933-34 





Howard Hughes will not produce 
another picture for at least a year, 
according to information. He will 
lay off until 1933-'34 programs. 
Hughes made four pictures this past 
season. 

Desire for a moratorium on pro- 
duction for next season is said to 


have been decided upon recently. 
United Artists sales setup for the 
coming year does not include exe 


pectations of anything from Hughes. 





PLUNKETT’S OFFER AS 
WESTERN RKO HEAD 


Possi ility arose this week of Joe 


Plunkett, vice-president and one of 

'the theatre operators for xeith- 
| Albee-Orpheum, going to Chicago 
to assume jurisdiction of the west 
and that city for RKO. Opening 
came about through Asher Levy be- 
ing let out last week. 

Plunkett was formerly in full 
charge of theatre operation for 
| RKO before the recent advent of 
H. B. Franklin. Should the Chicago 
move eventuate, and Plunkett ace 
cept the assignment, it would mean 
he would have to establish head- 
| quarters there 
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Eastern Indie Studios Burn at RCA; 
Want Same Terms as Goldstone Deal 


——— —_ —_ 


Eastern independent studios and 
preducers are plenty peeved at both 
Western Electric and RCA Pho- 
tophone. Resentment seems most 
intense against RCA Photophone 
at present in view of that firm’s 
deal with Phil Goldstone to cut 
recording-royalty fees on pictures 
made by the Coast producers 
in the Goldstone setup. 

Eastern studios installed with 
RCA equipment, as- weil as pro- 
ducers on that system, are doubly 
aroused due to RCA’s reluctance to 
permit them the same terms as 
given Goldstone. This has led to 
the belief in some quarters that 
Goldstone is attempting to corner 
the independent market by also 
swinging New York producers into 
his camp. RCA’s cut to Goldstone 


to oe 


was encouragec in the belief new 
licenses would come in through 
Goldstone, As far as known none 
have joined him yet in the Gotham 
area, 


Two studios operating in the east 
on RCA equipment, Royal and 
Ideal, in New Jerse:, are both de- 
clared ready to go to bat with Pho- 
tophone. In uddition to wanting 
reductions in recording - royalty 
costs, comparable to those given 
Goldstone, they want RCA to elim- 
inate itself from competition with 


them, 


RCA operates its own studio, 
comprising the lith floor of its 
home office on Fifth Ave,. In do- 
ing this, contention is that the 
electric isn’t playing fair with its 
own license?s. G. C. Schaefer, in 
charge of RCA’s studio, is said to 
have sold the company the idea of 
putting it on a paying basis. 

Basis of Complaints 


RCA wired studios are insisting 
to RCA, following preliminary con- 
ferences, that all recording activ- 
ities by RCA cease, that royalty be 
lowered to where indie producers 
will be encouraged to do business 
in the east and that some steps 
be taken to protect them from 
bootleg equipments which are now 
grabbing most of °’.e small amount 


half way, the indies say they either 
must go to Hollywood and join 
Goldstone or turn to cheaper sound 
equipment, 

Following overtures by Goldstone 
to join him, made to New York 
indies, RCA ..as asked to make the 
same reductions east as Goldstone 
ebtained. At one meeting the posi- 
tion of the eastern indies was made 
clear to RCA which agreed to look 
into the matter, but as yet nothing 
has been done. 

Among the small studios record- 
ing on indie equipment are Atlas, 
Standard, Sight and Sound, Pow- 
ers and Halpenny (new). Some 
product coming out of these spots is 
getting national release. This is 
further scorching the RCA and 
Western Electric licensed plants 
which claim that the major. elec- 
trics are in no way protecting or 
eo-operating to save them and 
major indie production on the At- 
lantie coast. 





DISNEY SUES HOLLYWOOD 
Los Angeles, May 23. 

Suit for $1,300 sound royalties on 
one picture produced by Hollywood 
Syndicate and another for $3,150, for 
failing to produce five more pic- 
tures, has been brought by Disney 
Film Recording Co., Ltd. 

Contract for Cinephone sound on 
six pictures was made by Bruce 
Mitchell and J. T. Lykes who were 
to do the Syndicate series for Big 
Four a year ago. Disney company 
says it paid the recording cost of 
‘Sheer Luck’ but owes royalty at 25 
cents a foot. 


SCHLANK STARTS 10 
Universal City, May 23. 

Morris Schlan': put ‘Drifting 
Souls,’ first of 10 Premier produc- 
tions for Tower release, into work 
last week with Lewis King at the 
megaphone. . 

Lew Cody, Lois Wilson, Shirley 
Grey, Raymond Hatton and Big Boy 
Williams are the principals. Story 
was written by Barbara Hunter and 
Douglas. Doty. 








Renew on Karloff 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Universal has renewed its option 
on Boris Karloff for another six 
months. 





Pratt of ERPI Claims 
Biz Sufficient Without 
Financing Any Indies 


Hollywood, May 23. 
According to George Pratt, v.p. of 
ERPI, his company is not worried 


nering of independent recording for 
RCA through a tie-up with the 
latter company, 

Pratt claims that ERPI, through 
its licensees, Metropolitan studio, 
and Balsley & Phillips, has enough 
independent business lined up to 
keep the equipment of both com- 
panies busy... He cites that Metro- 
politan, with Tiffany, Sono Art and 
several indie producers, has all that 
the studio’s sound channels. can 
handle. 
tures to record for Monogram has 
sufficient work to keep its. three 
trucks busy. 

Christies’ $250,000 Debt 


Despite many rumors that ERPI 
was financing several indies, Pratt 
insists that the company has no 
financial interest in any of them. 
It is known that when the Chris- 
ties got out of Metropolitan they 
owed ERPI over $250,000. This 
amount was not paid and was as- 
sumed by Harl Hammons of Edu- 
cational, who took over the studio. 
Understood that the debt still stands 
which may have given rise to the 
idea that the electrical company 
was backing Hammons, 

Most of Educational’s production 
is now being done at Metropolitan 
studio which is WE equipped. Edu- 
cational’s own studio, equipped with 
RCA sound, has been inactive for 
some time. 


Sennett’s Lineup 


Hollywood, May 23. 








~ r Mack Sennett’ contract with 
Pe ee tht "5! ies AR A cals he ae ert Ss new 
these GemanasS aré met at ieasr |~ ts 


On OREO E! Ciacci ilar tg atedicd. 


with Andy Clyde and Charles Mur- 
ray each featured in six. Contract 
also gives Par options on several 
other two-reel comedies with other 
Sennett players, subjects of which 
are undecided but understood to in- 
clude. the Sennet fishing series. 
Murray’s contract with Universal 
calls for one more ‘Cohen and 
Kelly’ production, 

Sennett’s contract with Educa- 
tional is now completed, with five 
two-reelers still to be picked up by 
Ed. 

Moran and Mack picture, made 
on a separate deal with Earl Ham- 
mons for World-Wide release, is 
now in production. This picture 
was originally intended for Tiffany 
release but has been switched by 
Hammons to the other company. 





‘Witnesses’ as Rogers’ 


First for Paramount 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Charles Rogers and a majority of 
his staff move to the Paramount 
studio today (Monday). 

Indie producer has been at Uni- 
versal for four weeks on a rental 
contract supposed to be signed daily. 

It’s the first time a rental com- 
pany has headquartered on any ma- 
jor lot, besides Universal, in recent 
years. ‘70,000 Witnesses’ probably 
will be Rogers’ first release instead 
of ‘Madison Square Garden,’ because 
latter story is progressing slowly. 





FORD’S DELAYS 
Universal City, May 28. 
John Ford started casting last 
week for his picture at Universal. 
He’s been on salary five weeks, but 


shifted assignments, eliminating 
first ‘Laughing Boy,’ following 
which ‘Shanghai Interlude’ kept 


him off the stages. 
One preparing is ‘Mail Must Go 
Through,’ and will be his only pro- 





,duction for U. Originally signed 
|for two, but Fox has him on call 
| for one picture and there’s no 
l|longer time for the second. 


MONTGOMERY'S STORY 
Hollywood, May 23. 
3yron Morgan is at Metro work- 
ing on a sport story. 


} Its for Robert Montgomery. 


Likewise, B&P with 42 pic- | 


over Phil Goldstone’s apparent cor- | 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 


Week May 27 
Paramount — ‘Attorney For 
the Defense’ (Col). 








Roxy—‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox). 
Capitol— ‘Night Court’ 
} (Metro) (26). 
Rivoli — ‘Congress Dances’ 
(Ufa) (8rd week). 
Strand—‘Love Is a Racket’ 
(FN) (26). 
Winter Garden—Two 
|| Seconds’ (WB) (2nd week). 


Mayfair—‘Night World (U). 
Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (2nd 
week). 


Week June 3 
Paramount—‘Strangers of the 
Evening’ (Tiff). 


Roxy—‘Monte Carlo Mad- 
ness’ (Ufa). 

Capitol—‘As Your’ Desire 
Me’ (Metro). 


Rivoli—‘Fergotten Com- 
mandmeénts” (Par) (1). 
Strand—‘Week-end Marriage’ 





CWB). 
Winter Garden— ‘Two 
Seconds’ (WB) (3rd week). 
Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (3rd 
week). ' 
$2 Pictures 
‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 


tor) (7th week). 








Foreign Films 


‘A ‘Nous La Liberte’ (French) 
(Tobis) (Europa) (2nd week). 


‘City of Song’ (German) 
(Asfi) (Hindenberg) (3rd 
week). 


‘Unsterbliche. Lump’ (Ger- 
man) (Ufa) (Little Carnegie) 
2nd week). 

‘Alone’ (Russian) (Amkino) 








(Cameo) (24). 





Westerns for New 
Season May Total 
150 from All Cos. 


The number of double feature ac- 





; counts is influencing a substantial 
| increase 


in plans for westerns, 
which from indications will virtually 
flood the market this season. Over 
100, a high figure, with a possibility 
of even 150, are expected from 
majors and independents, 


~~ ta= 


season are fguring on outdoor 
operas. Of these Paramount has 
three, and possibly more; Radio 
plans six and Metro may do three. 
During the past few years number 
of westerns sold by combined major 
and independent companies has 
been around 50. 

For 1932-'83 the indies, alone, 
may be represented with 100 of the 
cowboy operas. Definite lineup in- 
dicates around 65 already with such 
smaller indies as Webb Douglas, 
Nat Levine, Bud Barsky and others 
on the Coast yet to be heard from. 
Columbia’s 16 westerns leads in 
the major column while Monogram 
and Allied, each with that number, 
are tied among the indies. Among 
other western producing plans are 
Willis Kent, eight; Artclass, six; 
Big Four, 12; Majestic (new), prob- 
ably eight, and Mercury, eight. 
Universal, while selling six Tom 
Mix westerns, is also out to mar- 
ket a series of six actions which 
in some cases fall. into the semi- 
‘western group. 





Par’s Hazy ‘Bed’ Cast 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Paramount is figuring on teaming 
Adrianne Ames and George Raft, 
virtual!, screen unknowns, for the 
leads in ‘No Bed Of Her Own.’ 

As film Is not due for production 
until October, exec: feél that other 
parts in the meantime will give 
them sufficient 1oxoffice recogni- 
tion. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Irene Dunne. 
William 8. Gill. 
Hal Horne. 
Arthur Mayer. 
B. P. Schulberg. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


George Brown. 
Louis Calbern. 

N. Bernard Freeman. 
Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Phil Goldstone. 

Sid Grauman, 

George Kann. 
Arthur 8, Lyons. 
Nina Olivette. 

Eddie Perkins. 
Harold Roy. 

Edward Small, 

Veree Teasdale. 












weekly “Variety.” 


department. 
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Hollywood 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printee 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Tiffany’s Washup 

‘Man Called Back,’ starting to- 
day (28) at Tiffany, followed on 
successive Mondays by ‘Thos- We 
Love’ and ‘Last Mile,’ will wash 
up the year’s program there. The 
company title will then be aban- 
doned in the new Brandt-Hammons 
combine. 





Carewe’s Brandt Deal 
Okay from E. W. Hammons is 
awaited by Edwin Carewe, tenta- 
tively set with Joe Brandt to di- 
rect four features for World Wide. 





Casting About 
For the Eskimo lead in ‘Eskimo’ 
Metro has in mind Lois Leung 
(Chinese), San Soci (Indian), or 
Reri (South Sea.Jslander). 


Mullhall for Palace 
Jack Mulhall booked as a single 
into the Palace, New York, open- 
ing May 28, with an RKO route 
to follow: 





Radio’s Gentle Retakes 
After previewing ‘Is My Face 
Red,’ Radio execs decided to let the 
columnist hero live. Requires a 





new ending. 

Chumpinc Rogers 
‘Down to Earth,’ beating the 
schedule five days, lost the set 
technicians that many days work. 
Will Rogers wrote his personal 
check for the difference. Ther. re- 


takes were ordered. 





Col. Tries Depression 
Columbia is first to spring a de- 
pression story. It’s ‘No More 
Orchids,’ by Grace Perkins. No 

technical advisors required. 





Jr.’s Entourage 
Junior Laemmle, traveling to 
Baltimore last week to be with his 
father, who is in a hospital there, 
was accompanied by a personal 
physician, a secretary and a body- 
guard. 





New Play’s Tryout 
‘Murder,’ new play based on pro- 
hibition and depression, by Noel 
and Ruth Down, opens at the The- 
atre Mart May 26. John David 
Horsley and Sara Rusefeld set for 
leads. 
Stories for Rin-Tin-Tin 
‘Film Star’s Holiday’ by Peter B. 
Kyne, ‘Swift Lightning’ by James 
Oliver Curwood, ‘False Colors’ by 
Alber: Payson Terhune, and ‘Com- 
mon Ground’ by Gerald Beaumont 
were bought by Nat Levine for 
Rin-Tin-Tin story material. 


‘Pasture’s’ 5 L. A. Weeks 
‘Green Pastures’ is booked into 
the Biltmore for five weeks start- 
ing June 13. Vacations are prob- 
able for the company after the L.A. 
engagement. Show reopens Labor 
Day in Boston. 





New Honolulu Stock 

William M. McCurdy, former 
Henry Duffy manager, is organiz- 
ing a stock company for H. R. See- 
man’s Liberty theatre in Honolulu 
on a 10-week guarantee with an- 
other 10-week option. Duffy turned 
the deal over to McCurdy. Gladys 
George and Ben Erway set for the 
leads and Eddie Waller directs. 
Company sails May 28. 





Thew Completes Circle 

Harvey Thew is back: on War- 
ners’ writing staff following post- 
ponement of ‘Harbor Master,’ at 
‘Metro, which he was adapting. 
Thew left Warners on his refusal 
to sign a contract that wouldn't 
go into effect until the return of 
Zanuck. ‘ 





Hayes On Fights 
Teddy Hayes, former Jack Demp- 
sey trainer and now with Jack 
Kearns, was engaged by Charles 
Rogers as technical director for 
‘Madison Square Gardens,’ fight 
picture. 





Adolph Bolm will do a Russian 
ballet sequence for Marion Davies’ 
next, the story of a chorus girl. 
Edmund Goulding directing. 





Shaliman Wants Acts 
Syd Shallman, local agent, left 
last week for Chicago to line up 
acts for Fanchon & Marco. He'll 
be gone three ‘weeks. 





Burning question among Metro 
femme names is, Who succeeds to 
Greta Gurbo’s swank bungalow? 

Rich Resumes Tour 

Irene Rich leaves Thursday (26) 

|for New York by plane to resume 


RKO vaude route. Was set back 
to allow her to appear with Will 
Rogers in Fox’s ‘Down to Earth.’ 





U After March 
Universal wants to borrow Fredric 
March from Paramount for lead in 
‘Air Mail.’ 





Warners Spreads Troupes 
Three companies left Warnerg 


Saturday.for location trips. “Tiger 
Shark’ goes with the San Diego 
fishing fleet for two weeks; ‘One 


Way Passage’ to Catalina for a 
week, and ‘Children of the Rich’ to 
Laguna for a week. 





Bernard’s Chi Bookings 

Bern Bernard, RKO booker, left 
here for a four weeks’ stay in Chie 
cago to book acts for the supple- 
mentary five-act units which will 
play four and one-half weeks on 
the Coast. They’ll open in Seattle 
and close in Los Angeles. 





Consolidated Backs Hoffman 
Consolidated Laboratory will fin. 
ance M. M, Hoffman's entire Allied 
program of 24 features for the come. 
ing season. Phil Goldstone pre« 
viously backed Hoffman. 





Mitrovitch’s Costly Date 

Dulores Mitrovitch, owing $500 to 
20 dancers and around $300 more 
to musicians on ballet perform- 
ances in Pasadena and. Long Beach, 
has only her collection of antiques 
and a grand piano to offer for the 
payoff. Labor bureau. and musi- 
cians union will accept if sale will 
cover the claims. 





Lollier’s F-WC Adjustments 

W. H. Lollier, back from a tax- 
adjusting tour of Fox-WC houses 
as far as Kansas City, has gone 
north to adjust rentals for the cire 
cuit. ‘ 

Eason’s Tired Finish 

Failure of Breezy Eason to get ta 
the studio on time cost him a four- 
picture directing contract with Nat 
Levine for the Rin-Tin-Tin features, 
Eason, directing ‘Last of the Mo« 
hicans’ serial for Levine, arrived at 
the studio three hours late after 
working until 8 a. m. and was fired. 





Lion Hunter Gets Lead 

First of Sol Lesser’s three-reel 
featurettes will be ‘Hold That Lion,’ 
tale of the government’s mountain 
lion hunters in Arizona. Ford Pyle, 
one of the government’s profes- 
sional lion hunters, gets the lead. 
Idea is from Earle Frank, camera- 
man, 





and Burns and Allen are engaged 
.for Paramount’s ‘The Big Broad- 
cast.’ They'll do their regular ether 
stuff in the picture: 


Metro Tests Vanderbilt 
Gertrude Vanderbilt is being 
tested by Metro. She’s the former 
New York musical comedy star. 





More creditors on the trail of 
Standard Sound System are an elece 
trical contractor with a $1,256 bill, 
and a wrecking company that fur- 
nished $697 worth of doors and 
plumbing. 





Small-Goetz’ Combine 
Edward Small, coast agent-pro- 
ducer, and Harry Goetz, former 
Paramount treasurer, are reported 
framing a production organization 
in New York. 


B&C’s Coast ‘Cat-Fiddle’ 
Belasco & Curran’s first try at 
musical production will be ‘The Cat 
and the Fiddle,’ expected to open 
about July 1 at the Belasco. Wil- 
liam S. Gill, agent, is on his way. to 
New York to recruit a cast. 








Pat Campbell, former ERPI sales 
manager, will manage the radio disk 
recording studios to he operated by 
World Broadcasting Co. at Metro- 
politan studios. 





Aaronson Returns 
Irving Aaronson's orchestra ‘goes 
into the Frolics May 24, replacing 
Ted Fiorita’s combo, which goes to 
= St. Francis hotel in San Fran 
cisco, 





Franklin’s Nephew In 
Richard L. Moss, nephew of Har- 
old B. Franklin, replaces L. E. An- 
derson as manager of the local Or- 
pheum. Jake Rosenstein replaces 
Jack Coudy as p. a. at the RKO, 





Thompson Leaving Col 
Harlan Thompson’s contract with 
Columbia will not be renewed. He's 
currently adapting Fanny Hurst’s 
‘Vanity.’ 





Terrett Back at U 
Courtenay Terrett, recently closed 
at Warners, goes back to Universal 

to adapt ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 





WB Likes Jenkins 

Warners is considering a termer 
for Allen Jenkins, brought west for 
‘Blessed Event.’ He's assigned to 
‘Three on a Match,’ 

Pat Ellis First ~ 

First part at Warners for Patricia 

Elis, daughter of Alexander Lefto- 
(Continued on page 65) 
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FRANCE SHUTS 0 





ENGLISH TRADE 
‘CZAR’ SOUGHT 


London, May 23. 

Hunt is on locally for a sort of 
Will Hays, to do for the local film 
industry what ‘the General’ is do- 
ine in. America. 

Desire is to have the man head 
the —ropaganda Bureau of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion, ently formed. Comyns Carr, 
‘noted local attorney, has been sug- 
“gested for the job. 

Bureau was fvurmed with the 
idea of combatting adverse film 
trade influences of all sorts and is 
getting ready to function shortly 
when th2 new Sunday opening bill 
comes before Parliament. 

Association is determined to seek 
public support with a view to forc- 
ing the previous and more sweeping 
bill back before the House. It was 
only a couple of weeks ago defeated 
at its second reading, but the film- 
men think that they can still force 
the issue by making more of a 
fight. 


Dutch Magnates Clash 


The Hague, May 14. 

For years there has been a cer- 
tain rivalry between the Tuschinsky 
concern operating at Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam and the City concern 
of The Hague (controlling three 
cinemas here). Though they buy up 
big films in co-operation, there has 
always been some friction. Wilton 
the man in power of the City inter- 
ests, seems to have an understand- 
ing with Tuschinsky not to open a 
cinema at Amsterdam so long as 
the latter refrains from starting a 
house at The Hague. 

The controversy is now in a new 





planning a huge cinema at The 
Hague. He has already bought a 
building site. Insiders, however, 
consider the whole scheme bluff; 
firstly Tuschinsky’s business at Rot- 
terdam is none too good owing to 
competition from Ufa. 





HOLMAN WEST—DORAN UP 


Russell Holman, Paramount ed- 


’ {torial board’s eastern head, moves 


He 
out 


to the Coast around June 1. 
will be spotted permanently 
there under A. M. Botsford. 

D. A. Doran will succeed Holman 
on the New York end instead of 
Murray Hulburd, at one time con- 
sidered for the spot. 





DOWLING REACHES BERLIN 
Berlin, May 23. 
Ambrose Dowling, RKO-Radio 
foreign chief, is in Berlin now. 
He’s been touring the Continent 
past couple months, realigning the 
European offices ané€ contracts. 





Newsreel Economies 
Paris, May 14. 

Attempting to cut expenses to the 
limit, newsreel men are taking a 
strict minimum of sound shots, in 
many cases photographing silent, 
and sound-synchronizing later. 

Increased use of compact port- 
able equipment is also minimizing 
expenses. 





Baby Lives, Mother Dies 
Barcelona, May 23. 
Wife of Jacques Edelstein died 
here in childbirth. Edelstein is in 
charge of Spain for Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer. 
Girl baby is reported doing well. 





Up from Mexico 
J. Epstein, in charge of Mexico for 
Universal, arrived in New York yes- 
terday (23) for a product look-see. 
He'll also discuss with h. o. execs 
the new Mexican tariff and import 
taxes, 





Lak Man Coming Over 
Paris, May 23. 
Andre Debrie, laboratory equip- 
ment manufacturer, is off to Amer- 
ica, 
He'll stay about a month making 
a survey of his field. 





Toronto’s British Urge 


—_——_———— 


Toronto, 
is gving 


May 22. 
Town strongly 
British films 

With a wri. ci picture now 
in its fourth week at the Up- 
town, and another having two 
v.zek holdover at the Tivoli, a 
last minute shuffle has a Brit- 
ish - Gaumont ‘Lady Panni- 
ford’s Yolly’ film, into the Im- 
perial. This is the FP-Can’s 
ace house here. 


JOBBING BASIS IDEA 
FOR FOREIGN DUBBING 


Eddie 


mount in the foreign office, is form- 


for 











Uegast, long with Para- 
ing a company of his own for dub- 
bing With details 


ranged here for financing and equip- 


Lictures. ar- 


ment, he will sail for Paris in a few 


weeks to establish 
studios there. 
Ugast’s idea is to contract for 
dubbing oz American films abroad. 
With France currently framing 
quota laws against dubbed product, 
with the exception of such films as 
are dubbed within the country, 
Ugast figures on being able to sell 
his proposition to U. S. companies. 


offices and 


| ED 


SLOANE’S BRITISH FILMS 


Coast Director Sailing July 1—Will 
Direct for B. t. 


Hollywood, May 283. 

Paul Sloane, former Radio direc- 
tor, sent Roger Manning to London 
with Mrs. Sloane, to act as his busi- 
ness manager in negotiating a deal 
for him to make a series of pictures 
there for British Intefnational. 

Manning has been in London for 
SSE TOY OI R EI S oane 
scheduled to leave Hollywood about 
July 1. 





Ralston British-Made 


London, May 23. 
Esther Ralston, here to open at 
the Palladium today (23) will do a 
talker for Gaumont during her stay. 
She will be rushed into ‘Rome Ex- 
press,’ next scheduled production. 
Miss Ralston’s provincial vaude- 
ville tour has been suspended until 
the picture is finished. 





Banks Back with BIP 


London, May 23. 
Monty Banks is back here after 
some Hollywood time and is again 
on the B.I.P. books as a director. 
Banks this time has a year’s con- 
tract. 





FROM A. C. TO L. A. 


Ten Columbia executives, attend- 
ing the sales convention at Atlantic 
City the first three days of this 
week, will continue to the Coast in 
time for the opening of the session 
in L. A. next Tuesday (31). 

Of those who left New York Sun- 
day (22), only Jack Cohen is still 
uncertain but may  g0. George 
Brown, publicity director, is set for 
the L. A. session. 





For France fn S. A. 
Paris, May 23. 

French Picture Association has 
named Henry Grenif film commis- 
sioner for Buenos Aires. 

It’s an attempt by the French to 
secure a better break in the South 
American market. 


Weather 


London, May 23. 
Heatwave played havoc’ with 
week-end business here. 





to help out. 


Paris, May 23. 
weekend followed on a 
It helped the theatres 
remain none too 


Showery 
torrid week. 
a bit, but grosses 
healthy. 





'U. S.-BERLIN 


tain arrived Sunday, but too late | 


CRUCIAL POINT 


IN LONG FIGHT 


'125 with French Dialog and 
75 Dubbed-in-France Is 
Maximum—Film Dubbed 
Abroad Cannot Enter 
Country—Cost of Foreign 
Originals Makes Them 
Impractical 


WALKOUT 


Paris, May 23. 
France has definitely enacted a 


new quota law completely pro- 


hibiting pictures dubbed outside 


of the country. 


Action means that the crucial 
point in the long European fight 
against American methods for re- 
taining part of the foreign mar- 
ket has been reached. European 
countries have for a long time 
threatened action in the form of 
reprisals, quotas and contingents. 
American companies have made 
counter threats. Show-down time 
has now been reached. U. S. com- 
panies must make immediate ar- 
rangemcnts to start activity on this 
side, or give up the fight. 

Only a few days ago, according 
to word from Berlin, United States 
film companies threatened German 
filmers with a walkout on the Ger- 
man market should the proposed 
contingent laws in that country be 
put through. In the face of that 
threat France has passed it’s law, 
to take effect next Tuesday, June 1. 
With that as an example, it is con- 
cidered..almost certain that Ger- 
many will promptly follow suit. 

Direct Shots and Dubbed 


Government Picture Commission, 
acting officially, on Friday (20) an- 
nounced France’s new program as 
regards importation of pictures. 
Not more than 200 pictures will be 
allowed to enter the country for 
the year beginning June 1, Of 
these 125 must be direct shot 
French taikers and 75 will.be al- 
lowed to come in for local dubbing. 
Means practically that not more 
than 45 pictures can be brought in, 
because Americin companies have 
some time ago learned that it is 
too costly a proposition to make 
direct shot foreigns in Hollywood 
or New York and practically im- 
possible to make any profit out of 
them. 

Manner of division will 
cording to usual lines, 200 special 
contingent permits being distrib- 
uted about half and half between 
local distributors and producers. 
Manner of division will be decided 
later by the Commission. It'll then 
be up to the distribs and producers 
to make deals with foreign com- 
panies on strength of having the 
permits. 


be ac- 














Berlin, May 23. 

In Germany the American com- 
panies have, for the moment, the 
upper hand, and are doing most of 
the threatening. Practically all of 
of the U. S. companies in Berlin 
are lined up in the move. 

Foreigr. reps of the major com- 
panies in Berlin have recommended 
jto their home offices to stop all 
German production and prepara- 
tion immediately. All expenditures 
for the German market,’ = such 
as local printing and advertising 
are to be cancelled temporarily. 
Also German managers of U. 5S. 
companies have advised their New 
York offices to prepare gradual 





liquidation of the German  ex- 
changes. 
All the moves of that sort thus 


far are only in the threat stage and 
dependent on the German conting- 
ent plans, but the American com- 
| panies seem to be serious about it. 

While U. S. companies got along 
;as well as could be expected last 
| year under a minimum contingent 
and with a rapidly rising and im- 
pr Cerman film industry to 
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ROBOT PROJECTOR 


Paris Tries Equipment That Works | 
Without Operator 





Paris, May 23. 
Loca'-made projection equipment 
eliminating the operator has been } 
introduced by Reginald Ford here. 








He has a local newsreel house | 
| chain | 
Idea is similar to what is in use | 
in America in store win’ -ws, the | 
outfit working from back of 
screen, In the Trans-lux 
in New York, there is a different 
sort of projection machine, also 
back of the screen, but requiring 
one man to operate. 





Braunberger Tangles 
Slowly Clearing Up 


Paris, May 14. 

Braunberger-Richebe, whose finan- 
cial difficulties caused them _ to 
accept a creditor’s committee, is 
making headway towards getting on 
its feet again. The theatre operating 
and distribution branches’ which 
kept on operating, permitted the 
firm to meet day to day obligations, 
settlement of former liabilities be- 
ing postponed by general consent. 

It was at first understood that 
Braunberger Richebe would keep 
out of production, but some steps 
are being taken to permit it to 
partially resume operations. In the 
meantime stucio space is farmed out 
to independents, but strict denial is 
given to all rumors that production 
facilities are for...sale. Numerous. 
subsidiary conipanies formed in flush 
times, capitalization of which was 
carried on the books of the parent 
company, were later found mere 
book debts. Disposal of these nomi- 
nal items has reduced the original 
indebtedness. 





Lara Leaves Metro 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Claude Lara, who has been di- 
recting French synchronizations at 
Metro, has finished his contract. 
His last was the French ‘Passion- 
ate Plumber.’ 





buck, the trouble is now being 
stirred up through steps being taken 
in Germany to put through new re- 
strictions. These restrictions, as 
proposed aré along the same lines 
as adopted in Par's. Meaning that 
U. S. companies see themselves as 
facing the necessity in the future 
of spending more money to retain 
the foreign market than they are 
now spending, and with that mar- 
ket returning less profit. 


Ready to Walk Out 


As New York looks at the thing, 
the preference is to continue busi- 
ness with Germany and other Euro- 
pean countries, but if it is impossi- 
ble to make money in these coun- 
tries, it is better to forget all about 
them and concentrate on other mar- 
kets. Also New York feels that Ger- 
many and other countries that are 
talking restrictions, despite in- 
creased and improved production of 
their own in recent years, cannot 
supply their own markets com- 
pletely and should be willing to give 
foreign companies, such as the 
American, a chance to make some- 
thing. 

That the U. S. really is serious in 
its moves is indicated by the 
Czechoslovakian situation, with the 
U. S&S. companies definitely shut 
cown on servicing that country be- 
cause of the raised tariff duties 
there. Czechoslovakia has been for 
several years one of the best Cen- 
tral European markets for U. S. 
firms, yielding more cash than 
Hungary or Austria, but with re- 
cent raised tariffs making a profit 
in the future unlikely. American 
companies first threatened 
down and then carried 
their threats. , 


to close 
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Spicy Films Doing Best in Paris: 
Dubbed ‘Daddy Long Legs,’ $22,000, 
Off; ‘Hell Divers,” $6,300, 3d Week 


Paris, May 12. 

Week ending May 6 saw most of 
the Paris picture houses with hold- 
over films and doing fairly well. 
Especially good b. o. seemed to be 
extracted by films with plenty of 
spice. Ascension Day included in 
the week helped the figures some- 
what. 

Practically no American films be- 
ing shown around the main houses 
currently ‘Hell Divers’ (Metro), at 
the Madelaine, and ‘Daddy Long 
Legs’ (Fox), at the Olympia, both in 
French, are not hitting too 
though the former has been 


houses, | boosted into an acceptable figure by 


good exploitation. 
Approximate Grosses 

Colisee (Haik) (650)—‘Papa Sans 
Le Savoir’ (‘Papa Without Know- 
ing It’) (Universal) (4th week). 
Still going strong at $3,100, improv- 
ing the preceding week by $120. 

Ermitage (Natan) (1,200—‘Vain- 
queur’ (‘Conqueror) (A.C.E.). Real 
holiday business with $2,700, when 
the preceding week was only $1,600. 

Elysee Gaumont (G.F.F.A.)—Nuits 
de Carrefours’ (‘Nights at the 
Crossroads’ (C.F.C.). Flivving quick- 
ly with $2,700 for the second week, 
holidays included, when the first 
week had done $3,200. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900)—‘Miche’ 
(Par). For the first week, $29,500, 
excellent. Paramount studios are 
now turning out product which 
clicks Jocally. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Daddy 
Long Legs’ (Fox). Film, which had 
already played Edward VII in the 
original version, is dubbed for the 
Olympia. Story too sentimental for 
local sale; $2,200. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700), “Titans 
du Ciel’ (M-G). $£,300 for the 
dubbed version of Wallace Beery’s 
aeronautics .(‘Hel) Divers’). Film 
only reaches this figure for this, 
the third week, because it has been 
very well exploited. 


Marivaux (Natan) (1,200), ‘Au 
Nom de la Loi’ (‘In the Name of the 
Law’) (Natan) (3d week). Marcelle 
Chantal’s following is responsible 
for a very nice $6,300. 

Imperial (Natan) (500), ‘Paris- 
Mediterranee’ (Natan). After play- 
ing the Moulin Rouge, film is now 
at the Imperial for the sevénth 
week, getting a juicy $3,500. 


Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800), 
‘Mon Cure Chez Les Riches’ (‘My 
Priest With the Rich’) (Ibis). 
Slightly over $4,000 for the first 
week of the dirt film, evidencing 
difference between the boulevards 
and the provinces. 


Palace (Dufrenne-Varna) (1,200), 
‘Printemps’ (‘Spring’) (German). 
Advertised as highly sexy and not 
for youth. Result is a very satis- 
factory $5,500. 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200), 
‘Crois de Bois’ (‘Wooden Crosses’) 
(Natan). Nearly $10,000 for this 
7th week, and an excellent money- 
maker. 


Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,- 


000), ‘Sergent X’ (Osso). Nearly 
$20,000. Considering the size of the 


house, film might have grossed 
more but the place is unlucky of 
late. 

Miracles (Bailiby) 
multes’ (Ufa). $5,500 for the first 
week, which considering size of 
house, means turning patrons away. 


Edward Vil (Fox) ‘Gay Cabaliero’ 
(Fox). $2,200 is all a horse*opera 
can expect in Paris even if played 
in the original version for Ameri- 
cans, as is the case. 


(700), ‘Tus 


BELGIUM’S OWN NEWS 


Brussels, May 14. 

For the first time in their his- 
tory Belgian cinemas are.now able 
to book an all-Belgian news-reel. 

The travelling equipment, which 
is permanently installed here, has 
three operators and is directed for 
Pathe-Natan by M. Loubignac, 





SOUND EXPERT DIES 


Moscow, May 23. 


Joseph Schweinfest died here 











Friday (20), of acute anemia, 
Schweinfest was only 25 but an 
accomplished American sound eneé 


gineer. He previously worked for 
Paramount and was here as a cone 
ltant, 
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Flee Stocks Scrape 


Bottom As 


Bonds Barely Able to Hold Own, — 
Tradmg Down to Record Figure 


eee + 
« 7 
By AL GREASON Yesterday’s Prices 
The stock market put up a poor pr na 
show yesterday (Mon.}). With all Net 
entere ipo! he t avior of Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
po aca tibet os pons . ea “ 300 Consol. F 1% 14% %e— % 
the bond list, that section gave little 2.300 Con. F. pf. 4% 3% 3%—1% 
evidence of a campaign by the new 2700 East. K... “as = - + 
1 , . + - . 400 Fox Reeve e A 1p 
bankers’ committee to give support. 100 tone Thr., i % 1, 
Most of the active liens were hard 4.100 Loew ..... 19% 18 18% — ¥% 
pushed to hold their own, while : 100 Poche sees Se Se eS 
- "athe .eve “Ay 2 2T 8 
among the amusements, there was 100 Pathe A... 2 2 2 
further evidence of the urge to 2,100 RCA nee 3% 3% 3% 
o.% 200 Shubert... 4 4 te 
liquidate. aod) 600 War. B... 1% 1 1% 
Paramount 5%’s made minor CURB 
gains after their sensational slump, 900 Techn .... 1 1 1 
but the movement was feeble in BONDS 
view of the long and disastrous $1,000 Keith .... 29 2 2 —1 
>» Loew bonds repeated their 2,000 Loew ..... 70 TT 70 
Grop i ; : » : 10,000 Par-F-L .. 17 16 16% 
Saturday final prices, while the old 13,000 Par-P .... 15 14% 15 41% 
Keith bonds gave way further toa 4,000 Pathe .... 58% 58 58 
mew bottom at 29, first time they 13,000 War. B... 14 138% 184 — % 
have broken 30. 


Loew stock failed to furnish any- 
thing that could be interpreted as 
leadership for the amusement group, 
and lacking any inspiration in that 
direction there was further selling 
of the leading theatre stocks. Not- 
ably the senior Consolidated Film 
issue slumped on volume for more 
than a point to 3144, more than cut- 
ting in half the price of early last 


week. Par opened slightly higher 
at 2, but relapsed promptly and 
turned quiet. RKO did not come 


eut at all. 

Some of the pivotal stocks took | 
eourage from a gain of 2 cents a 
bushel in wheat and a minor bull- 
ish demonstration in cotton. There 
Was some covering of weak shorts 
and a little speculative buying, but 
the defeat of a new Congressional 
Proposal for beer legislation shut 
off all buying in the last few min- 
utes of trading, although the news 
came too late to have much effect. 

Dealings were on the smallest 
gcale of the year. At 1.30 the total 
had reached only 300,000 shares, in- 
dicating a rate for the day slightly 
under half a million. 

Now Loew Crashes 

Just when it did seem that about 
all the bad news from -he film in- 
dustry had come out and been am- 
ply discounted, a surprise came 
from a new direction . s Loew stock 
broke badly, going through all per- 
vious resistance levels and estab- 
lishing a new low for the present 
stock since the crash of the over- 
expansion era before 1920. 

On heavy volume the common 
@ank last week to 1754, the move 
coming almost on the ] eels of its 
income report for the half year, dis- 
closing what on the surface seemed 
to be a brilliant record of profits in 
the face of hard times. 

The startling occurrence was 
comparable to the sharp previous 
break following the declaration last 
fall of the usual annual $1 extra, 
both relapses seemingly being cued 
by what normally would be the pub- 
lication of good news. 

Surface suggestion of these two 
happenings by stock market logic 
would ordinarily be that there was 
a considerable amount of stock ur- 
gently for sale and long holders 
sought to take advantage of the 
favorable news to get it off their 
hands. There had been evidence on 
the ticker for several months that 
something was overhanging Loew, 
but no hint ever came out of any 

specific block of stock being pressed 
for sale, even though the ticker per- 
formance of the issue suggested 
gome such situation. 

With this latest setback, however, 
the old explanation alone no longer 
satisfies, and market gossip has 
brought forward a new line of rea- 
@oning, to the effect that the amuse- 
ment business is more an _ inter- 
dependent community than had 
been supposed and that, instead of 
the semi-collapse of one unit work- 
ing to the bénefit of a competitive 
organization, the whole business is 


@ chain, acutely affected by the 
breaking of any one link. 
Loew does an enormous amount 


of business with the other producer- 
distributor-exhibitor organizations. 
Paramount, Fox and Warner Bros. 
theatres play Meto releases on a 
(Continued on page 58) 


KENNEDY YELLS ‘WOLF’ 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Aubrey Kennedy, who announced 
his intention to film produce ‘The 
Face on the Barroom Floor’ inde- 


pendently several weeks ago, noti- | 


fied all indie producers and agents 
by letters last week that he owned 
the story and title of that name and 
would prosecute anyone who at- 
tempted to infringe on his rights. 
Those receiving the letter can't 


Kennedy, is thinking of making the 














Educational Lineup 
Drops Sono Art-Tiff 
Titles; Brandt Starts 


The picture business is now with- 
out a single company exclusively 
producing and distributing 
subjects. Educational, refusing to 
be associated with any policy but 
shorts for over 15 years, by com- 
bining physically with distantly re- 
lated independent companies, 
Worldwide, Sono Art and Tiffany, 
is now admittedly depending largely 
upon the feature side of its pro- 
gram. 

Under the new set-up, Joe Brandt 
is president of Worldwide, the fea- 
ture phase of Educational, and as 
vice-president of Educational, he is 
also nominally the supervisor of all 
departments in both companies. E. 
W. Hammons retains the title of 
president of Educational. 





short 


wide are retaining their company 
titles, plans are to nerge many de- 
partments. First step i: this direc- 
tion will be t6 liave one sales force: 


are being abandoned. One reason 
for dispensing with the name Tif- 
fany is because of litigation started 
by the jewelry firm of the same 
title, 
Two Coast Studios 

Two lots in Hollywood controlled 
by Educational, Metropolitan and 
Educational, will be used for the 
production of 20 features and eight 
Maynard westerns. This is two less 
than were produced during 1931-32 
by Tiff and WW. Number of shorts 
which Ed will produce has not been 
set. Brandt already is planning ~ 
new policy for two-reelers, a posi- 
tive theme for them is Brandt's 
idea, 

Under Brandt are Jack Skirboll, 
who fills the position of Educational 
sales head vacated several months 
ago by Stanley Hatch, and Joe 
Goldberg who will ‘ook after the 
sales of the feature end. 


COLUMBIA’S ORCHIDS 
Grace Perkins’ yet-to-be-pub- 
lished ‘Liberty’ story, ‘No More Or- 
chids,’ has been acquired by Co- 
lumbia. 
Nina Wilcox Putnam has been 
signed to adapt it for the screen. 





| 
| 
While the Educational! and World- | Radio release ou the Pathe lot. 


The titles of Sono-Art and Tiffany | 


U Salesmen Move Up 
As Schlanger Resigns 


Changes in the Universal sales 
staff will witness the elevation of 
several exchange men this week. 
Jack Schlaifer, sales head, started 
+he moves by creating a new berth, 
that of his immediate assistant. 
Eddie Eschmann, one of the oldest 
| sales specialists in films, received 
| that post. 
| In the shifting, Ted Schlanger, 
for vears in charge of eastern terri- 





tory, resigned with Frank Mc- 
| Carthy brought down from Boston 


ito fill the vacancy. 

fecent resignation of Harry 
| Lorch left open the western terri- 
|torial post, E. Gommersal being 
named successor, 
| 


‘Small Bankrolls 
Get Chill Shrug 
From Pathe Lot 


Hollywood, May 23. 

To keep out indie producers op- 
erating on short budgets, RKO 
Pathe has set a financial limit on 
companies getting rental space on 
the lot, Sum is not exact, but pro- 
ducers must spend from about 
| $35,000 up per picture before be- 
ling permitted to work at Pathe. 

Move is an indication of a new 
attitude on.part of major com- 
| panies that only the bigger budgeted 
|indies whose product has a chance 
|of hitting RKO theatres, should be 
given a helping hand _ in picture 
|}making. Lower class of indie out- 
fits aren't officially frowned upon, 
| but majors won't help them get any 
| pictures on the market. 
| M. H. Hoffman has moved his 
| 
} 











Allied production from Universal 
and his offices from Tec-Art to the 
re-opened Pathe lot. Pathe nego- 
tiations are expected also to bring 
Harold Lloyd and Howard Hughes 
to Culver City, Siegel-Darmour 
company will make its four for 


J. G. Bachman and Joseph I. 
Schnitzer will each make at least 
two and Radio will do around eight 
City branch.  Ar- 
rangement with Allied calls for 
Hoffman to film his westerners on 
location, or on cover sets. Only his 
better grade product will have the 
use of Pathe’s good sets and 
facilities, 


Bachman’s King Pictures, 
Schnitzer’s Jefferson Co. 


Hollywood, May 23. 

J. G. Bachman’s_ independent 
company on the Pathe lot has been 
named King Motion Pictures, Inc. 
‘Jack Shapiro is president of the 
company and J. W. Schleiff produc- 
tion manager. 

Joseph I. Schnitzer has picked 
Jefferson Pictures Corp, as caption 
of his indie venture. Both pro- 
ducers hope to start filming by 
July 1, 


‘at the Culver 

















Estabrook on ‘Sweepings’ 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Howard Estabrook has been as- 
signed the dialog and adaptation of 
‘Sweepings,’ Radio’s story for Lionel 
Barrymore. 








Just Show Biz and Its Headaches: 
Akron Blimp, Boxing Crush Frisco 





San Francisco, May 23. 

Mooring of the air bag Akron at 
Sunnyvale, 35 miles from here, tore 
the heart out of the local amuse- 
ment emporiums as well as com- 
mercial concerns last week. More 
than 250,000 people traveled the 
roads to the moorings of the Akron 
and spent most of the day and 











| night looking it over. 
Market street, as a result, was a 
| heavy sufferer. Jolson, who might 
| have taken around $55,000 at the 
| Fox, ended his week's stay not ex- 
| ceeding $34,000. 
a $15,000 
i with an 


even split over $45,000. 


Jolson was in on} 
guarantee for the week | 


the inauguration of boxing on Mon- 

| day night at the Civic Auditorium. 
Around 8,000 people paid $6,000 in 
admissions to see the show, with 
the city getting $530 for iis share. 
Municipal authorities figure that 
boxing may wipe out or help reduce 
the deficit of $70,000 they had on 
the building last year. 

Coming in on the tail end of the 
Akron ‘preview,’ the California, a 
grind house which played third run 
Lictures. hopped up last week from 
|}around $3,500 average take to $23,- 
000 with the road show ‘Grand 
Hotel’ and led the town on business. 
This is the first of the road show 





here since ‘Big Parade.’ Looks sure 


get the angle as no one, other than | House went more than $10,000 in the pictures to make a healthy showing 
| 


picture. 


j red on the engagement. 
Also kurtéag show business was 


| for four weeks, 


Distribs Urge Anti 10c Film Action: | 
Ponder 18 Mos. Protection as Remedy 


+> 








Justification 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Special committee of assist- 
ant directors has drawn up a 





screed describing just what is 
an assistant director, has 
placed it in the hands of the 
executive committee of the 
assistant cirectors’ section of 


the Acaden.y. 

Details are a secret. May 
stay a secret, according to a 
theory that the _ assistants 


merely wanted to make up 
their minds about themselves 
for their own satisfaction. 


PRODUCT IS CLOSING 
GREAT LAKES, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 23. 
Great Lakes, one of the Publix 


local string of theatres directed by 
Mike Shea, will shortly close 
through scarcity of feature product. 
House was recently taken by Shea 
for Publix from Loew’s, 

The Lakes has been a money 
maker but it is of the lightest over- 
head when dark and its business is 
expected to move into the Buffalo, 
also Publix. 














Plan Central Recording 
Plant for Coast Indies 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Independent producers are weigh- 
ing a suggestion that they establish 
a central recording studio for fellow 
producers who need background 
music but can’t afford to pay for it 
first hand. At present many of 
them are buying surplus and dis- 
carded sound track from the majors 
and dubbing it into their pictures 
regardless of how appropriate it is. 
Use of a joint recording spot 
would enable these producers to buy 
merely as much orchestral music as 
they. need, avoiding the $2l-a-man 
minimum required by the Federa- 
tion of Musicians for studio record- 
ing. Each producer would pay only 
for time actually used, at the $10,- 
an-hour rate. 
Co-operative recording for the 
little fellows would be okay with 
the union. In fact, the suggestion 
was made to Phil Goldstone by E. 
L. Smith and J. W. Gillette, studio 
representatives of the A. F. M. Five 
indie men have expressed approval 
of the idea, with the independents’ 
association expected to take official 
action. 








Unions Want New Crews 
For Studio’s Overtime 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Unions are trying to encourage 
the elimination of overtime at the 
studios in order to spread work 
among more members of the locals. 

Locals have asked the picture 
companies to allow some other 
worker to step in when going past 
the eight-hour period, if practical. 

As overtime calls for time-and-a- 
half it will be a money saver for 
the studios whenever they use a 
man to double up. Scheme would 
apply to camera, sound men, props 
and grips. 





Weeks’ 24 


Changing the name of his com- 
pany from Action Pictures to May- 
fair, George W. Weeks is figuring 
on a program of 24 pictures for the 
coming season. List will include no 
westerns. 

Weeks, not in the Phil Goldstone 
group, will market his ’32-’33 prod- 
uct through state rights exchanges. 


METRO’S SENATORS 
Metro’s picture on political Wash- 
ington, at first to be known as 
|\‘Public Life,’ but now changed to 
‘Washington 











| Whirlpool,’ is to be 
j; written around members of the 
|} Senate. 

| Cast will inelude Lionel Barry- 


;}more, Karen Morley, Burton Chur- 
| chill, Huntley Gordon, William Col- 
jlier, Sr., Oscar Apfel, Henry Kolker 
and Nils Asther. 


Protection of 18 months may be 


the solution to the menace of 


the 

10c, theatre. This is the conviction 

of some major theatre executives 
and distributors. 

Within the past year 10-cent shot. 

gun operations have grown in nume« 

ber until it is .estimated their 


repe 
resentation is close to 5,000. . Bins: 
with this mushrooming the distribs 
are urging that some action be 
taken either by themselves, the 
Hays organization, or first and sec. 
ond run theatres to curb what they 
call ‘theatre racketeering.’ 
sprung up directly as a 
dime policies. 

A leading distributor, admitting 
that the majors have probably ene 
couraged dime operation té6 much 
by a willingness to sell film cheap, 
points out that in one eastern sea« 
board city of around 100,000 popu« 
lation a dime operation has been 
tried five different times during the 
past year, with film and other bills 
left by the racketeers after they 
have been unable to effect a buys 
out, meanwhile going broke theme 
selves. The distribs claim they are 
suffering heavy losses from these 
fly-by-nighters but do not attempt 
to sue in most cases, feeling litigae 
tion is senseless. 

Bad Contracts Mount 

Scores of instances have occurred 
where a salesman has gone in to 
sell a dime house, returning six 
weeks later to find that half a dozen 
unplayed pictures have piled up, and 
two sets of bad contracts have 
grown where one or none held forth 
before. Sales expense, film express- 


This hag 
result of 


age and other items figure in the 
losses the distribs are taking. 
While under the exhibition cons 


tracts used by the majors the mini« 
mum admission permitted is 10c., in 
many situations houses are actually 
operating at a nickel, getting around 
the restriction in various ways.” 

Warners has discovered the champ 
of them all, it believes. That. or- 
ganization found a small house. in 
Milwaukee playing two features on 
Sunday afternoons for 5c with a 
free hamburger sandwich to all 
kids attending. 


KAPLAN PLANNING OWN 
COUNTER AD CAMPAIGN 


The subject of press attacks dure 
ing the past year growing out of 
conspiracy and other charges, Sam 
Kaplan is laying plans for a coune 
ter campaign. First st p will be 
advertising in daily newspapers and 
elsewhere. 

Kaplan called a meeting of the 
membership of Local 306 last week 
to present his plan. An appropria- 
tion will be made with the amount 
so far approved unofficially said to 

Campaign via daily newspapers 
will be given a trial of three or four 
weeks, 








Columbia Concentrates 
Its Publicity on Coast 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Production and sales publicity 
for Columbia will be concentrated 
at the studio. Harry Cohn is sus 
pervising the work, which is being 
done by Hubert Voight and an en« 
larged organization. 

New York department will simply 
distribute this matter with a lime 
ited staff. 

George Brown, newly appointed 
director of pub. and adv. for Co- 
lumbia Pics jumps direct to the 
Coast from the Atlantic City cen< 
vention. 





SAX EAST IN JUNE 
Los Angeles, May 23. 
Sam Sax finishes his six Vita«- 
phone shorts in Technicolor at 
First National June 11. 
He then returns to the Brooklyn 
WB studios. 





UFA FILM FOR ROXY 


Ufa’s second direct shot English 
version to be shown in New York, 
‘Monte Carlo Madness,’ goes into 
the Roxy week of June 3. 





McNutt’s Renewal 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Paramount has renewed Bill Mce 





Nutt’s contract for another year. 
Writer is one of the Coast vet- 
ierans, starting out on his fourth 


year in film work. 
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@ The first concern of this 
corporation in the year 1932- 
1933, will be for the quality of 
the pictures it produces. For 
more than 20yearsit has been 
a consistent producer of seat- 
selling pictures. We expect it 
to continue that record with credit to our- 
selves and with profit to our customers. 





In recent months, personnel engaged in 
production and management has been mate- 
tially strengthened, giving added security to 
more than 9,300 customers who look each 
year to the Fox Film Corporation for their 
dependable source of revenue. 


For the coming season Fox Film Corpora- 
tion will produce and deliver to exhibitors 
productions of high entertainment quality 
and strong box office appeal. 








| @ Every thinking exhibitor will realize 
- that it is impossible, particularly with trade 
- conditions as they are today, to choose in- 
 telligently and to announce in advance 
' a complete list of the titles, stories, and 
casts that will constitute this company’s 
product for the coming year. The public 
taste changes, world events make new subjects timely, new 
plays, new books, and original stories develop which offer 
great box office possibilities. Qccasionally stories which 
promise much fail to develop under treatment. Frequent 
changes must be made if showmanship standards are to 
be maintained. 





Our interest is the same as yours. We operate many 
theatres. It is to our interest as exhibitors as well as to 
the interest of our exhibitor customers, that we be sure 
our product 1s new and timely and that it makes the most 
of the showmanship opportunities and ideas of the mo- 
ment. For us to say at this time that we have bought and 
are prepared to cast and produce a full and exact list’ of 
the pictures we will make during the coming year, would 
be dishonest and would serve notice on the trade that we 


@ The coming season will be 
one wherein the resources of 
the entire industry should be 
concentrated on the effort to 
materially increase motion 
picture theatre attendance 
andtosecuresuchan increase, 
once it c hes been effected. Realizing that this 
result can be obtained only through the 
presentation of a variety of quality entertain- 
ments moulding the best in stories, casts, arts 
and craftsmanship, this corporation proudly 
submits its 1932-33 product announcement 
to exhibitors. 


This we do with the knowledge that these 
productions will set the pace in box office 
earnings. 





In this announcement we outline 


—<—<— 


IMPORTANT to SHOWMEN 





Movietone City today is animated by an 
enthusiastic creative spirit maintaining and 
improving the quality of its product. New ele- 
ments of showmanship have been introduced. 
Administration has been so adjusted that the 
creative ability of the whole organization may 
contribute to the technical perfection and the 
entertainment quality of our output. Such an 
organization and such a policy tend to secure 
your investment and to protect your profits. 


Prosperity depends upon the stability and 
security of the exhibitors who are our custom- 
ers. We recognize our responsibility to you. 
We meet it herewith and greet all showmen 
with our Greater New Fox productions. We 
offer them with confidence and with pride. 


AGE. 


E.R. TINKER, Chairman of the Board of Directors 


are in no position to purchase and produce the best of 
what becomes available during that year. 


With those thoughts in mind we are announcing sin- 
cerely and as definitely as is humanly possible, a production 
schedule of approximately two-thirds of next year’s out- 
put. This list constitutes a Well balanced selection of strong 
stories. It leaves us opportunity to purchase the best stories 
that develop during the year and to take advantage of 
showmanship opportunities as they arise. It is our belief 
that such a policy frankly stated is the best guarantee for 
box office prosperity for ourselves and our customers. 


I further believe that pictures must be made down to 
earth to meet the average mind and to appeal to the aver- 
age audience. Highly sophisticated pictures are fine for a 
limited class but deadly for the masses. We are prepared 
to get back to first principles and make pictures from 
simple, human stories of universal appeal. 


Sth beat 


S. R. KENT, President 


facts and data pertaining to attractions dedi- 
cated to a quality of entertainment patterned 
to attain a quantity attendance consistently 
over a 52 week-to-week period. 


We are aware that the responsibility of pro- 
ducer-distributor to its exhibitors this coming 
season is greater than ever. 


With this knowledge we accept this re- 
sponsibility and supplement our acceptance 
with the sincere pledge that this corporation 
will leave no effort untried in the delivery to 
its exhibitors of a product that will merit and 
command maximum profit. 


47 
J. R. GRAINGER, a. 
Vice-President in Charge of Distribution 
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THE TEAM THAT 
HAS NEVER 
FAILED YOU 


Dwarfs All Past Achievements in 


PRECIOUS 


@ The scteen’s supreme sweethearts. Janet | @ Love beats and heart throbs tuned to the 
. .. sparkling soul of loveliness. Charlie... | rhythm of youth in the pulsating quest for 
ideal of every girl. Truly an appealing com- _ happiness. 

bination—dearer than ever. Directed by DAVID BUTLER 


ELEGANT ARMS 


At their adorable best « The ideal romance for America’s ideal lovers! 


AND ANOTHER 
sparkling hit in the succes- team undisputed king and 


sion of hits that make this queen of screendom. 


CHARLES 
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BIG NEWS to you. 
BIG NEWS for your patrons! 


CLARA BOW 


returns to the screen 


CALL HER SAVAGE 


best-seller by Tiffany Thayer 


@ Thousands of letters to fan papers demand her. Current nation- 


wide popularity polls prove her.tremendous hold on public favor 
undiminished and undimmed. 








-@ Here is a Clara Bow never before revealed. At last given full 


scope to display her genius as a dramatic~actress, yet retaining the 
vivid personality that skyrocketed her to fame. And coming 
through with a performance.so sincere, so forceful that it again 
places her high among the screen’s great. 


@ You know what it will mean to put her name upon your marquee again! 


SHE’S 
BACK 


and 


greater 


than 


ever 


f 
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The million-dollar publicity name. 


His every wisecrack is news. 









In these productions more than 
ever before alive with youth and 
ablaze with beauties: 


DOWNTO EARTH |: 


Joyous sequel to “They Had to See Paris” 


qwith 


IRENE RICH, DOROTHY JORDAN, MATTY KEMP 
From the story by Homer Croy @ Directed by DAVID BUTLER 


& 
__. timed to tie up with the red-hot news of the day. 
& : uy $ Another designed to double up fans with unrestrained guffaws 
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ia Nor Gowarn’s 
oe” TREMENDOUS 


PY 


Bw 
: INTERNATIONAL Drama— 


Talk of 2 continents as a stage play 
—awaited by the whole world as a 
motion picture = 

Spectacular Torrent of Humanity Swept 


Along by Epochal Forces of the 20th 
Century ' 


@ LOVERS caught in the whirlpool of a mad- 
e paced, thrill-crazed age — seeking their destiny within 


















ih! Sensational their own hearts. Breathless panorama of the 2oth 
( 


Cast of Century’s world-staggering tumult. Modern as 
2,5 00 tomorrow’s headlines. 

Senate at aie Directed by FRANK BORZAGE _ 

great production. —~ 














@ A miss who missed nothing. She knew 
everything; heard everything — but learned 
that silent lips paid the biggest dividends. Men 
and women of the night were pawns in the 


game she played. A new slant on the ~wise 
women of the White Way. 


PEGGY SHANNON 
JOHN BOLES 


EL BRENDEL 
ALEXANDER KIRKLAND 


From Rian James’ best seller 


Directed by 
JOHN FRANCIS DILLON 
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@ A Boy and a Girl from 
Main Street whose love 
conquers the Main Stem. 
Drama of sunlight and 
shadow... mirth and misery... 


cruelty and caresses... truth — 


and deception. . . ' an 


_ standing and forgiveness, 


From Dawn Powell’s story 
Directed by 


SIDNEY LANFIELD 


@ A new and up-to-date story of the 
race track. Side-splitting wisecracks. 
Head-spinning thrills. Speed, speed and 
more speed! Audiences demand it, love 
it, pay for it— and here’s plenty! 

From Henry M. Blossom’s stage success 


Directed by 
JOHN BLYSTONE 


¢ 


2/ Be 








EILERS 


Embodying the unconquerable spirit of 
American youth in Rh re rising 
triumphantly over all obstacles . . . ral- 
lying new throngs to their present hose 


of admirers. 





BORN WILD 


@ Untamed, unashamed . 
amid the shadows of grim a a? 


catching sunshine in crowded parks . .. 


snatching kisses in dark hallways... find- 


ing. romance on. moonlight bus: rides. 


OKAY! 


@ Snappy, Peppy Jimmy and his girl 


friend Sally in a merry kiss-and-run ro- 


mance among city lights and city sights. 


‘Watch Fox 
This Year! 
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THE SURPRISE 
OF THE YEAR 





PAS | THE BIG SUCCESSOR 
ANNOUNCEDL TO THE BIG HIT 


“BAD GIRL" 


by VINA DELMAR author of “BAD GIRL’ 












@... millions of fans ...<demanded a picture stat- 
ring Brendel, And here it is! Packed with joy 
Brimming with romance. YOUR. answer to 
laugh-starved audiences that want to be happy. 


PARTMENT HOUSE LOVE 


@ El as a Swedish knight of the broom ..... 
rushing to the call of buzzers ... hurrying to the 


=a, 


aid of romance in distress. Wistfully comic ... 


comically wistful. One El of a long laugh. 






From the story «by Whitney Bolton 


with 


MARIAN NIXON ¢ ARTHUR PIERSON - MINNA GOMBELL 
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@ He mirrors the romance in every woman’s heart. 
Man’s man...at home in saddle or in boudoir... 
Beau Brummell of the screen...paling a magnificent 
past with an incomparable galaxy of roles destined 
to make him an even greater box-office personality. 


DESERT FLAME 


With PEGGY SHANNON. From the romance by 
Pierre Frondaie. Directed by John Francis Dillon. 


KISS of COURAGE 


Baxter loves again as the Cisco Kid. With MARIAN 
NIXON. Founded on the story by Bret Harte, play by 
Paul Armstrong. 


TRICK FOR TRICK 


From the play by Shirley Warde, Vivian Cosby, Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble. 


Watch Fox This Year! 
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Shouting the Bottle 
Cry of Spreedom! 


Racketeers gone collegiate. Gun molls 
gone co-ed. Muscling in on football. Turn- 
ing the campus into a hotspot of sex- 
ology, sockology, ginology and jazzology. 


e The one and only talking picture shot entirely 
in Africa! Fearsome sounds never caught before 
—amazing scenes never photographed before. 
The fabulous race of grotesque pygmies face 
the sound camera for the first time in motion 
picture history, as they practice weird rites hither- 
to unknown to civilization. Positively first thrill- 
ing scenes of giant gorillas locked in mortal 
combat—their battle cries striking terror into 
the jungle’s fiercest beasts. 


GRETA NISSEN 
EL BRENDEL 


From Joel Sayre’s hilarious novel 


Directed by DAVID BUTLER 


a 


RAX ! 


SPENCER TRACY 
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Big Apes and Little People 
of Central Africa 


The Voice and Heart of the 
Dark Continent dramatically 
and unforgettably revealed— 
for the first time completely in 
natural sound! 
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@ Brand new from first hilarious frame to 
final uproarious fadeout. A new and cockier 
Flagg and Quirt. New cock-eyed gags. New 
knockout dames...and plenty of them. NEW 
RECORDS —as these frolicking, flirting, 
















fighting 






‘me 


SHANGHAI MADNESS 


SHANGHAI...glamorous, perilous, treacherous... luring a beautiful 
girl to explore its evil heart, and-all but destroying her. 


SPENCER TRACY * MARION BURNS 


From the story by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan 
Directed by JOHN FRANCIS DILLON 


The INSIDE STORY 


An innocent woman... her sweetheart... her defenders .. . caught 
in the meshes of the malevolent powers that strike terror into the 
hearts of honest men—and fighting back bravely. The real inside 
story behind today’s lurid headlines. 


PEGGY SHANNON ‘ RALPH BELLAMY 


From the Broadway stage hit of the current season 
by George Sryant and Francis M. Verdi 


The CRY of the WORLD 


IT TELLS 
Where the World Is Plunging! 


The supreme climaxes of immortal fiction are overshadowed by this 
terrific depiction of the past ten year’s volcanic drama. 


fools convulse the nation with the 
belly-laughs of the century. 








Based on the play “What Price Glory” by 
Maxwell Anderson and Laurence Stallings 


SPENCER TRACY 
RALPH BELLAMY 
EL BRENDEL 


Directed by 
WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
















LITTLE TEACHER 


Every man and woman—every boy and girl—knows her. A winsome 
captivating miss who taught about life from books—and learned 
about love from an unwritten page. 


SPENCER TRACY « MARIAN NIXON 


From the play by Harry James Smith 
Directed by JOHN BLYSTONE 


HAVOC 


Taunted by her smile—haunted by her kisses—men lied, stole, betrayed 
and killed—in an unholy struggle for the soul of this woman. 


SPENCER TRACY * PEGGY SHANNON 
RALPH BELLAMY 


From Henr, Wall’s play 
Directed by WILLIAM K. HOWARD 








A staggering cornpendium of surging upheavals of the post-war decade 


whose blind fury totters nations and sweeps down super-men, 


The whole world as the stage—its renowned international figures as 


the principals—its swarming billions as the cast. 
Presented by Fox Film Corporation in collaboration with the Internationa! Film Foundation 
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THE MAGICIAN 
















@ Mightiest of radio names. Outstanding 

symbol of mystery and enchanting enter- 

tie ? tainment. Nightly, through the loudspeakers 

ling ™ of the nation, he holds thrilling, throbbing 
3h 





~ ¢ 
millions in his spell. Theyre YOUR 


: READY-MADE AUDIENCE, when you i © ee Pa 


i ® . . 
FT AND one other play this picture. as “Chandu” with 


EDMUND LOWE NOW BROADCAST MARION BURNS 


From the radio drama by Harry A. 


title to be announced nightly over 44 leading stations in every part Esmnshaw, Vera M. Oldham, R. R. Morgan 


¥ of the United States—and more being added JOHN FR - ee a S DILLON 


th 


Ls 





as we go to press ! 





@ With six hours to live...and love just coming into 


your life—with only six hours in which to realize a 
lifetime of yearnings—what would you do? The soul- 
deep drama of a man who mocked and conquered 


CE WGaAan® » 


NS) 


destiny. It is crammed with the thrills of passions, 
romance and unquenchable longings. 


From the immortal story, “Auf Wiedersehen,” 
by Gordon Morris and Morton Barteaux 


® 
A FRANK LLOYD 
PRODUCTION 


Cast to be announced 
later 
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ZANE GREY 


Outdoor Romances 


Crashing through with a sure-fire, 
thrill-packed group of rip-roaring, 


outdoor, action romances— 


THE LAST TRAIL 
ROBBERS’ ROOST 
CANYON WALLS 
ARIZONA WILDCAT 


(Adapted from “FROM MISSOURI”) 
, and 
Whirlwind Romeo 


From MAX BRAND’S blood-stirring speedy romance. 
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and every picture shot 

in actual scene of story 
* 
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@ Electrifying...vivacious...vibrant...sleekand ' 
slender. Resplendent personification of the | 
smartly-dressed American girl. Goddess of | 
dramatic glory. 


BOUGHT on TIME 


A penthouse blonde who loved in instalments 
and wouldn't go off the gold standard. 


| EASY 


Spicy, sparkling drama of a woman-about-town 

. gay, gifted and gorgeous . . . whose fascination 
caused complications. From Noel Coward's play 
“Home Chat.” 


ONE OTHER TITLE 


| * to be announced. A modern, brilliant, 
H \, \ 
\ \ ‘a... 








daring drama in which this superb 


actress leaps to new emotional heights. 








Radiant and Gloricas 


@ Exotic, magnetic enchantress—supremely beautiful 
+ superbly gowned. In four high-tension dramatic 
\ attractions made to order for her sparkling person- 

ality — revealing toa dazzled show world the full 
:, : flaming genius that is Landi’ S. 









FORGOTTEN 





RED 
DANCER 
© Silken siren—spy—ruthless with 
men. Love and i intrigue awakened 
the tenderness in her heart. 
g with : 
RALPH BELLAMY 
ALEXANDER KIRKLAND 


Story by Viktor Kelemen 
Directed by 
JOHN BLYSTONE 


,@ 


® Footloose beauty seeking men 





house parties. 
o 


and money amid frenzied pent- 


® Brilliant drama of a woman of 
the world —smart, sophisticated, 
modern. Who made a pastime of 
love until it conquered her. 
from 
NOEL COWARD'S 
celebrated play 
“The LAST TRICK” 
with 
RALPH BELLAMY 


* 
AND one to be 


announced 
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BITTER SWEET 


@ At last —the PERFECT screen musical 


entertainment... tender eos wistful ...Intimate... 


































romantic. An unconventional mad-cap of high 
society who deserts the bridegroom on her 
wedding night to ‘elope with another man... 


and you'll love her for it. 


Based on 


the musical romance by 


NOEL COWARD 


They’re still talking about tts sensationa! 
smash season at the Ziegfeld Theatre, New 
York, and its golden year’s engagement at 
His Majesty’s Theatre, London. Merrier 


and more melodious as a motion picture. 


a 
Watch. for the surprising 


announcement of cast to be 
made later. 








@ SALUTE America’s heroes of tomorrow and their 
girl friends. Flash of sabres. Blare of bands. A thousand 
men step forth as one. Thrill of college sports. Brilliance 
of West Point prom. Fluttering girlhood caught by 
Cadet glamor. Box office? They love a parade! 


MARIAN NIXON 


ARTHUR PIERSON 
ALEXANDER KIRKLAND 
WELDON HEYBURN 
JANET CHANDLER 
CECILIA PARKER 
JUNE VLASEK 
VIVIAN REID 


Directed by 
SIDNEY LANFIELD 
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Most complete World coverage 
of any newsree 
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Crowd Roars’ Looks L. A. $1,000 
Tops Mouthpiece’ as Fans Save 
For Holiday, ‘Hotel’ Holds $29,009 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Shoppers for entertainment had 
better than average pick to choose 
from on the current entertainment 
bill. However, looks as though they 
are holding on to the purse strings 


for the three-day Decoration day 
spree they expect to indulge in. 
Top money, of course, went to 


‘Grand Hotel at the Chinese, which 
clung around the $29,000 pace of the 
previous week. State with ‘Letty 
Lynton’ a bit above the previous 
week due to the Joan Crawford 
drawing power. 

‘Sky Bride’ did not get off to an 
auspicious start at the Paramount 
despite heavy selling campaign. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (4th week) 
and stage show. No slack in pace, 
with reservations coming in three 
weeks in advance. Around $29,000, 
which was same take for third 
etanza, 

Downtown (WRB) (1,800; 25-65), 
‘The Crowd Roars’ (WB) and 
vaudeville. With exertion on ex- 
ploitation, end should come close to 
$14,000. ‘The Mouthpiece’ last week 
tipped the beams at around $11,000, 
with vaude seeming to help the 
draw. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
‘The Strange Love of Molly Lou- 
vain’ (F'N).. Seems to be absence 
of draw power so far as names are , 
concerned for this one, so $8,000! 
only for short week of six days 
should be satisfactory take. ‘Two 
- Seconds’ (Ed Robinson) will play 
eight days nce.t. ‘Rich Are Always 
with Us’ (FN) got off to terrific 
etart, slowed a bit after Saturday | 
and wound up with exceptional take | 
of $17,000. ; 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘State’s 
Attorney’ (RKO). This one at $8,000 
is ’way beyond the $6,000 disap- 
pointment of ‘Symphony of Six 
Million (Radio), which the studio 
crowd were wagering would break 
house records. 











Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘The Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
and stage show. Not bad at $7,- 
600. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ on 
screen and Mae Murray were no 
magnets. Trade very sparse at 
$6,000, Too long run at Chinese 


was big handicap for picture. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1), ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) and stage 
show. Air stuff vogue at low ebb 
that caused little interest in open- 
ing, but $15,000 indicated, same as 
*This Is the Night’ (Par) last week. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50), ‘Scandal for 
Sale’ (Radio) and RKO vaudeville. 
Trade none too keen for this opus 
of the fourth estate, and with last 
week of unit vaude policy may 
bring in meagre $8,400. ‘Flesh and 
the World’ (Par) $9,400, which was 
up to expectations last week. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) and stage 
show. With matinees tremendous 
and the Crawford following, house 
should pass the $27,000 figure. It’s 
the State’s best pace since ‘Pos- 
sessed’; ran seven feature and six 
stage shows over the week. Last 
week ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox) okay at $17,000. 


VAUDE BATTLE IN ‘BAM 
BOOSTS THOSE HOUSES 


Birmingham, May 23. 

This week is a nip and tuck bat- 
tle to see who will put out the big- 
gest show for the money. Empire 
continues with second week of 
vaudeville, Ritz continues to plaster 
the burg with 24 sheets, and the 
Alabama has Fanchon & Marco 
units, 

When it comes to racing, however, 
Temple, second run house, makes 
the rest of the houses look purple. 
This house this week is giving two 
second run features, comedy, news- 
reel and stage show all for the sum 
of 15-20c., four shows a day, with 
each show running four hours. 
The management could rent out pil- 
lows to customers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Clara Deane’ (Par) and F & M 
units. Another one of those Ala- 
bama weeks is expected; this is no 
picture for the ’Bam, $9,500. Last 
— ‘So Big’ (WB) got a fair $190,- 

00. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,690; 25-40)—‘Crowd 
Roars’ (WB). This picture was 
bought by RKO after being thrown 
on the open market by Publix. Too} 
much vaudeville in town for this to} 
do much, $3,600. Last week ‘State’s| 





Attorney’ (Radio) was best liked 
picture in city, $4,000. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)—|} 


‘But the Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and | 
vaude. Minstrel show, always a hit, | 
Good impres-| 
last week's bill will! 

Last week ‘High, 


is the stage show. 
Sion left by 
$6,100, 


help; 








Lombardo, Burns-Allen 
Help Buff. to Oke 27 G’s 


Buffalo, May 23. 
Takings down at all points except 
at the Buffalo, the 
Stage attractions are rolling up fine 
grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘So Big’ (WB) and stage show. 
Guy Lombardo and Burns and Allen 
in person are booming to an excel- 
lent $27,000 or over. Last week 
‘Rich Are Always With Us’ (FN) 
and Mills Bros. at $31,200, great. 


where heavy 


Hip (Publix) (2,400: 25-35)—Trial 
of Vivienne Ware’ (Fox), weak at 
$5,500. Last week ‘But the Flesh | 
Is Weak’ (M-G) $5,600. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) 
—‘Beauty and the Boss’ (WB) av- 
erage at $8,500. Last week ‘Mis- 


leading Lady’ 
$9,100. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400: 
35-50)—“Two Seconds’ (WB). 
at around $6,500. Last week ‘Sym- 
phony Six Million’ (Radio), $7,100, 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘Girl 
of the Rio’ (RKO). Down to $6.500. 
Last week ‘Final Edition’ (Col), a 
fair $7,000. 


Minn. Is Way Off 
With ‘Nite Court’ 
Only Near $13,000 


Minneapolis, May 23. 
Lineup of loop attractions again 


(Par) a little better, 


25- 


Low 





is very weak and business this 
week looks tepid. The fact that 
taxes become due May 31 appar- 


ently is making the public tighter 
than ever. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ with its $1.50 scale 
at the Century, wound up its fort- 
night run by doing a nifty $8,100 on 
its second week, making a total of 
$22,100 tor the fortnight. 

Foreign films sponsored by W. A. 
Steffes, at the Shubert, are doing 
fairly with the German picture, 
‘Nur Am Rhein,’ showing a small 
profit the first week. Steffes is 
helped by an extremely small nut. 

Both of the town’s big houses, 
the Minnesota and Orpheum, are 
struggling hard again this week, 
with negligible results. The Min- 
nesota closes June 2. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200: 75), 
‘Night Court’ (M-G) and_ unit. 
Doesn't mean a thing here; Phillips 
Holmes and Anita Page no mag- 


nets; show staged by local beauty 
shop helping a little, but not 
enough; will do well to top bad 


$13,000. Last week ‘Amateur Daddy’ 
(Fox), $12,000, poor. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,200; 50), 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Should build some but John 


Barrymore has no pulling power 
here; about $8,000 indicated, poor. 
Last week ‘Symphony’ (Radio) 
with Nick Lucas on stage, $10,000, 
fair. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘Vivi- 
enne Ware’ (Fox). lLaurel-Hardy 
comedy given equal prominence 
with feature; maybe $4,200, bad. 
Last week ‘So Big’ (WB), $5,000, 
fair. 

Century (M-G) (1,800; 50-$1.50), 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Last week, 
second and final, $8,100. Did $22,100 
on fortnight, fine. 

Shubert (W. A. Steffes) (1,500; 
35), ‘Trotte Teodor.’ Swedish pic- 
ture may cop good $2,500. Last 
week ‘Nur Am Rhein,’ $2,000, profit- 
able. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Young 
America’ (Fox). About $4,500, good. 
Last week ‘World and Flesh’ (Par) 
around $4,100, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G). Second loop run. Stays 
all week at about $1,100, fair. Last 
week ‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) and 
‘Devil's Lottery’ (Fox), split, $900. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), ‘Tar- 
zan’ (M-G). Third loop run. Looks 
like about $1,000, fair. Last week 
‘Sky Devils’ (UA) and ‘Arsene Lu- 
pin’ (M-G), split. Second loop runs 
at $800. 





Pressure’ (WB) and vaude around 
slightly under $6,000, 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 
‘Play Girl’ (WB). Cut in admission 
scale has helped fill more seats, $1,- 
800. Last week ‘Disorderly Conduct’ 
(Fox), same. 

Galax (BTAC) (500: 15- 
Expert’ (WBE) first half, 
jesty Love’ (FN) second half. 


20-30)— 


25)—‘The 
‘Her Ma- 
The 


new scale has only served to accom- | 


plish one thing—more empty seats; 
$800. Last week ‘Heart of New 
York’ (WB) and ‘Devil's 
(Fox) very mild, $709. 


Lottery’ | 


RKO VODE PEPS L’VILLE 
RIALTO, $12,000, OKAY 


Louisville, May 

Rialto stirred local circles slightly 
by returning to RKO 
after an unsuccessful attempt to 
run Fanchon & Marco shows. Mark 
| Fisher’s band was replaced by five 
acts. 

Cool weather continues 
|} show-going pleasant and 
if doing at least average 
| 
' 


29 





to make 
theatres 
business 
for this time of year. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (3.252; 25-35-50-60), ‘When 
[a Feller Needs a Friend (M-G) 
i'Fair at $7,500. Last week ‘Huddk 
| (M-G), $8,200. 
| Strand (Fourth Ave) (1,76 25 
| 35-50), ‘Man About Town (Fox) 
Average $6,300 Last week ‘This Is 
the Night’ (Par), $6,100. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 


50-60), ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) and first 
week of RKO vaude. Good $12,000. 
Last week ‘Woman in Room 
(Fox), poor $5,800. 

Brown (2,000; 25-30-40), 
;of Jury’ (RKO) (4 days). 
1$3,100. Last week ‘Symphony 
| Million’ (Radio), $3,800. 
| Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
|} 25), ‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). Good 
jat $3,000. Last week ‘Young Amer- 
(Fox), off at $2,500. 





‘Ladies 
Good 
Six 


, ica’ 


ae 
‘Scarface, 


With 





Kansas City, May 23. 


| Downtown, bolstered by ‘names’ | 
jand extra publicity, encountered 
strong opposition in the warm 


weather, with the parks open, spring 
racing season under way, and base- 
ball. 

Loew’s Midland, with ‘Scarface, 
heralded as ‘the original, unaltered, 
uncensored, splashed the 
heavily, and though the picture is 
not classed as a woman’s feature, 
the night play alone is responsible 
for the $17,000 pace. 

The Mainstreet has Georges Car- 
pentier, in person, over the screen 
feature, ‘Woman in Room 13,’ and 
clicked in the sporting as well as 
the amusement column. 
ex-champ, however, is pulling a fair 
$12,000. 

The two Publix-Dubinsky houses, 
Newman and Liberty, are stirring 
things up in their block. The for- 
mer with ‘Sinners in the Sun’ has 
started a limerick 
give away a new car a week for the 
next month or so. The Liberty, 
which for the past couple of weeks 
has been the home of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
at $1.50 top, made a slashing policy 
and price change and is now shoot- 
ing for 10 and 15c. until six o'clock 
and 25c. at night, with the same 
class of first runs from Par, Fox, 
and WB as in the past. Starting 
the 26th the house goes to a split- 


, 


week policy, changing Thursdays 
and Sundays. 
Last week the Mainstreet, with 


Singer's Midgets, outdistanced the 
field, although its gross was not as 
large as the Midgets have drawn 
here before. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ in its second week 
as a roadshow at the Liberty, flat- 
tened out. 

Suburbans are also in the dol- 
drums and some will soon close for 
the summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
10-15-25) —‘Sky Bride’ (Par). Okay 
under the new price policy, although 
it was feared that it might take a 
little time to draw the shoppers 
back after the roadshow prices 
which stared them in the face; good 
$4,800. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ 
(2d, final week), $6,000, fair. 
| Loew's Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
| 25-50)—Searface’ (UA). Gave this 
| all the sensational publicity it would 
| stand and the press was also gen- 
erous with advance readers. Sched- 
|ule set for six shows daily and big 
| $17,000. Last week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) 
not so good with $11,700. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25- 
150) —‘Woman in Room 13’ and (Fox) 
jand vaude. House again gave its 
vaudeville equal billing with the 
picture playing up Georges Carpen- 





or 


vo 


| 

| tier, who drew extra press stuff 
| from the sporting writers. Fair $12,- 
000. Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ ! 


(Radio) and Singer's Midgets better | 


lat $15,500. 
| Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1.- 
800)—‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par). Title 
land publicity carried a teaser for 
ithe femmes as ‘The fashion picture 
lof the year,’ but $6,500 only fair. 
Last week ‘Strange Case of Clara 
Deane’ (Par) light at $6,000. 
Pantages (Independent) 
20-36)—‘Racing Youth’ (U) with 
| ‘House Divided’ as an added feature. 
| Double bill policy don't seem to in- 
erease business: $1,500, poor. Last 
| week ‘The Expert’ (WB) poor $1,400. 


vaudeville | 


papers | 


The French | 


contest and will! 


(2,200: | 





Philly Bullish in Spite of Soaring 
Thermometer; Masthaum's Big 45 G's 
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FAIR TACOMA Philadelphia, May 23. 
sancinainniies Unless the thermometer soars to 
° ‘ — 2 . . 
Fair Takings Only All Over—/ summer heat as it gives every in- 

+ r : 
Vaude Full Week at Orph. | dication of doing, there ought to be 
or _ 4 general improvement in business 
Tacoma, May 23 . rs 
: : the downtown film houses this 
Vaude at Orpheum again fea- ; H i - 
> ir week irdly anything sensa- 
ured, Bill Robinson and mates the ; : aoe ' we 
al : tional, what with the season of the 
magnet, on top of record biz with | : 
‘ year and the absence of really 
Olsen and Johnson last week, when : “oe : : 
smash possibilities ut good steady 
‘ee -day vaude records went | Ps ; - 
; trade is forecast in the majority of 
smash. Gross for three days of Ol- |. . ’ 
A : the houses 
sen-Johnson was $4,600, with week ae : 
; ail Ont $5,900 The Stanley is picking up nicely 
; D e 4 o,: | . ‘ : 
ee, we ee . }with ‘Letty Lynton’ and the man- 
Split week vaude policy opens | agement figures the draw of Craw- 
next week, thus giving Tacoma acts | ford-Montgomery should be enough 
‘ |to warra a seco ek 3 
every day instead of half weeks |' — second week. House 
jhas had few holdovers during the 
only. jlast few months. The $19,000 indi- 
|; <Al G. Barnes Circus last week | cated is five grand over recent av- 
also did nice biz, almost equal to | €rase. ; 
casas atid S-W people are making a big 
‘ ee ; splurge with the Mastbaum this 
Estimates for This Week | week House has been slipping and 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-50) | rumors on all sides are that it 
Young Bride’ (Pathe) with vaude | would close for the summer. Em- 
ivst half, and ‘Two Seconds’ (FN). | phasis on this week's bill would 
iil Robinson billed heavily. $4,300 | seem to be the natural sequel. Pic- 
iair. Last week ‘Ferguson Case’ |ture is Joe E. Brown's “Tenderfoot’ 


| (FN) and ‘Rich With Us’ (FN) big 
;} at $5,900, vaude main factor. 
| Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
| 25)—So Big’ (WB). Fair at $2,000. 
| Last week ‘Man Wanted’ (WB), 
slow around $1,500. 
Rialto (Fox) 
| ‘Flesh Is Weak’ 


(1,200; 25-35)— 
(M-G), two days; 


| America’ (Fox) double bill for two 
|days; ‘This Is the Night’ (Par) to 
complete week. Average $3,000. 
Last week ‘Night Court’ (M-G), ‘No 
| One Man’ (Par), ‘Careless Lady’ 
(Fox) and ‘World and Flesh’ (Par) 
reached $2,900, fair. 


! 
! 


‘Detroit Is Slough-0; 
Mills Bros. with ‘Rich’ 
| Alone Big at $37,000 


Detroit, May 23. 

This ‘slough week’ here. The 
Mills Bros. in person with ‘The Rich 
| Are Always with Us’ is the town’s 
only outstanding attraction. 

Publix is inviting its own opposi- 
ition with two ‘continental’ pictures 
at the same time. The circuits have 
evidently decided to fill in their next 
few weeks with what-have-you un- 
til the new product breaks. 

Last week grosses hit a new low 
for all time, including Holy Week 
and Xmas. 

In contrast to the general subter- 
ranean grosses is the outstanding 
business done by ‘Grand Hotel’ as 
a roadshow; got $21,477 the first 
week. Picture will play three and 
possibly a fourth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75), 
‘Rich Are Always With Us’ (FN) 
and Mills Bros. in person. Good at 
$37,000. Last week ‘Night Court’ 
(M-G) very bad at $16,800. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50), ‘Carnival 
Boat’ (Radio) and stage show. A 
|little off at $14,000. Last week 
|‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), fair at 
| $17,000. 
| Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75), ‘Sin- 
ners in the Sun’ (Par) and stage 
show. Poor $14,000. Last week 
‘Letty Lynton’ (MG) in its second 
week, a fair $15,200. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50), 
‘Night World’ (U). Fair $8,000. 
Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Ra- 
dio), $8,500. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-60- 
75-90), ‘Congress Dances’ (UA). 
Mild $7,000. Last week ‘Ferguson 
Case’ (WB), weak at $4,900. 

Paramount (3,448: 15-35-60-75), 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). Weak $3%,- 
000. Last week ‘Two Seconds’ 
(FN), ditto. 


NO DOLDRUMS IN DENV.; 
‘HUDDLE’S’ NICE $14,000 


Denver, May 23. 
Poth the Orph and Par are kick- 


' 
| 
| 
} 


is 














jing about biz this week with ‘State's | 


| Attorney’ and Clara Deane,’ respec- 


| tively. Gene Dennis, the girl mystic | 


! from Kansas, 
| the Denver, where ‘Huddle’ is set 
| for a nice $14,000. 

The Rialto and Aladdin 


‘Beast of the City’ and 


| piece,’ respectively, are both above ; 


par. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
|75)—Mouthpiece’ (WB). Good $6,- 
600. Last week ‘Man Wanted’ (WB) 
joke at $5,500. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
|} — Huddle’ (M-G) and siage show. 
|; Up to $14,000. Last week ‘Letty 
| Lynton’ (M-G) fair $11,900. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) and 


is helping trade at! 


with | 


and stage show is headlined by Lil- 
yan Tashman and James Hall, with 
critics giving the breaks, however, 
to Sid Silvers. House is also plug- 
ging the fact that it has an orches- 
tra of 200, first time in any motion 
picture theatre. Combinations, in 
winter time, would Mean some real- 
ly big money; even now it should 
rate around $45,000. 

The Fox, which jumped up con- 
siderably last week after being in 
the doldrums for a long time, ought 
to hold its gain with this week’s 
offering, ‘Man About Town,’ and the 
usual stage show; maybe $12,000. 

‘Grand Hote!’ is off a little at the 
Chestnut, but should hold to a pace 
of $15,000 or better for another three 
or four weeks. 

The Karliton has a first-run pic- 
ture for a change, ‘When a Feller 
Needs a Friend,’ and figures for 
$5,000 although, as a matter of fact, 
it usually fares better with second- 
runs from Mastbaum and Stanley. 

The Earle, on the other hand, has, 
in “Two Seconds,’ first second-run 
in four or five years with the excep- 
tion of a single week when they 
took a film that had been roadshow- 
ing on Chestnut street. Not more 
than $16,000 indicated this week and 
may not hit that, 

The Stanton has been changing 
quite regularly on Tuesday these 
days. Current offering in ‘Sky 
Bride’ and chances are almost cer- 
tain that it won’t be held for second 
week. Its successor is not known. 
Keith's, which closes Saturday, is 
still floundering. ‘Steady Company’ 
will hardly beat the $6,000 mark, 
which has been Keith's recent aver- 
age. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
‘Tenderfoot’ (WB) and stage show. 
Management emphasizing first 200- 
piece orchestra (David Ross’) ever 
in picture theatre; $45,000 likely. 
Last week ‘So Big’ (WB), $38,000, 
not so forte. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) — ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G). Figured for a sound 
$19,000 and a good chance for a sec- 
ond week. Last week ‘Symphony in 
Six Million’ (Radio) slumped after 
good start; only $13,000, weak. 

Chestnut (1,300; 50-$1.50)—‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) (5th week). Road- 
showed special. Off to $18,000 last 
week, 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—Two Sec- 
onds’ (FN) and vaudeville. First 
second-run film this house has had 
in years; lucky if gross reaches 
$16,000. Last week ‘Girl Crazy’ 
(Radio), $17,500, fairly good. 

Fox (3,000; 30-50-75)—'Man About 
Town’ (Fox) and stage show. Should 
come fairly close to doing $12,000. 
Last week ‘Woman in Room 13’ 
(Fox) fair $17,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Sky Bride’ 





Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘When Feller 
| Needs Friend’ (M-G). 
}a house that generally does better 
| with second-runs from Mastbaum: 
| oke $5,000. Last week ‘Mouthpiece’ 
| 
' 


(Par). House changes Tuesday 
regularly now. Good $8,500. 
Keith’s (1,800; 30-50)—‘Steady 
Company’ (U). Weak at $6,000. 

|week ‘Love Affair’ (Col), $6,500, 

| poor. 

| 


First run for 


(WB), second run, $4,200, fair. 

(600; 50)—‘Misleading 
Lady’ (Par). Second run not strong; 
maybe $2,500. Last week ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) disappointed with $1,- 


Arcadia 


‘Mouth- | 





750. 

| eae Sees ne ne eee 
— Mild $10,000 Last week 
‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) boosted by 
| Doc rockwell on stage, did $14,000. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
| 35-50) ‘Strange Case of Clara 
| Deane’ (Par) Away off at $3,500. 
| Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA), a fair 
1 $8,100. 

| 6 Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-25-50) 
|_<«Peast of the City’ (M-G). Good 
| $4,000. Last week ‘Devils Lottery’ 


(Fox), nice $3,500. 


ET AOE NEEM IE DO ACY Vea: 


Po weesenns 


t 




















es ee 





fe tena aaa tel 


ee eee 





Me YMA ne 





a A OTR 7 


Pu ay ea NE 


aay 


ee ~ 


3 
i 


: 


Ce 


meas ST Tee 











ELE LIED 


A at AIS Ss 


Stains 


<< 





tie enema lana 


26 VARIETY 


Tuesday, May 24, 7932 





PICTURE GROSSES 





Chi’s Poor $28,000 With ‘Huddle’ Is 


Loops Best; Doomed Maybe $14,000 


Chicago, May 23. 
Picture grosses still sad currently. 
Loop biz is waiting for some prod- 


uct. Meanwhile, it’s a battle for 
many of the ace spots to remain 
open. 

MeVickers went dark for two 
days last week, suddenly shuttting | 
down on ‘Lena Rivers’ after that 


flick had dragged the register into 
new low ground for its seven-day 
stay. First closing for the _ spot 


since it darkened to install sound. 
House reopened Friday (20) night 
for a special $1 preview of ‘Doomed 
Battalion’ (U), under auspices of 
the Chicago ‘Tribune.’ ‘Trib’ was 
given the house and film in return 
for the exploitation value, receipts 
being turned over to the paper's 
summer charity camp. Understood 
returns were under $300 for the 
showing. 

The Chicago will regain the lead 
this week at a figure close to $28,000. 
That’s the best portrait of the state 
of the film trade locally. Oriental 
has Bing Crosby for some help. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85)—‘Huddle’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Red ink for football 
flick being sold strictly as a college 
work in order to cover up the un- 
seasonal aspect. Dreary at $28,000. 
Last week ‘Rich Are Always With 
Us’ (WB) no stronger at $27,200. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85)—‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U). House in wobbly shape. Last 
week ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff) delivered 
a new low for seven days at $6,300. 
‘Battalion’ didn’t get much help 
from ‘Tribune’ preview, and cur- 
rently doesn’t rate for more than 
fair $14,000 on opening session. Spot 
cramped for product. Nothing yet 
set to follow. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
§0-75-85)—‘Night Court’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Bing Crosby in person. 
Together will hold fairly to $25,000. 
Last week ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) to 
80-so $22,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB) and vaude. 
Moran and Mack as stage headlin- 
ers. Indications of $22,000 fair 
enough, Last week down badly at 
$17,900 for ‘Roadhouse Murder’ 
(Radio). 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-40- 
60)—State’s Attorney’ (Radio). 
Lasting two weeks, better than 
house has managed for a long while. 
Did $11,200 for week, and for cur- 
rent stanza may collect $7,000, fair- 
ish. ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) in Friday 
(27). Balcony price helping pace of 
house. 

United Artists (1,700; 50-75-85)— 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Not up to 
former Joan Crawford pull. Disap- 
pointed on $26,200 for opening week, 
and indicates just passable $17,000 
currently. May stick it for third 
session. To be followed by ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (UA). 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1-$1.50) 
—Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (5th week). 
Going into expected decline, but 
rates as good at $17,000. Matinee 
trade the problem. 


I 








NEWARK NOT SO— 


George Sidney in Person Means 
Little to ‘Sky Devils’, $13,000 





Newark, May 23. 
There is no hope here and fine 
weather over the week-end skims 


the cream: ‘Grand Hotel’ is run- 


|ning strong at the Shubert and will 


probably hold for three weeks. 
The regular houses hold little to 
attract. 


Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 30-35-50) 
—‘Rich Are Always With Us’ (FN). 
Will have to be contented with $8,- 
000.” Last week ‘Amateur Daddy’ 
(Fox) bad at under $6,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ (Fox), and 
‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). Mixed 
draw a puzzle but house will get its 
nice $5,000 again. Last week ‘Tar- 


zan’ (M-G), and ‘Misleading Lady’ 
(Par), $4,900. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Ein 


Ausgekochter Junge’ (Capitol). Mild 
at $1,000. Last week ‘Ein Walzer 
vom Strauss’ (Capitol), nice $1,400. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) and vaude. George Sid- 
ney in person seemingly means lit- 
tle here; weak at $13,000. Last week 
same figure for ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,348; 15- 
25-50-60)—"World and the Flesh’ 
(Par) and vaude. No chance for 
more than $10,000, poor. Last week 
‘Miracle Man’ (Par), weak at $11,- 
000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-50-60) 
—‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Will be lucky to reach $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Symphony of Six 
Million’ (Radio) after a bad week- 
end built to $17,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Mouthpiece’ (WB), and ‘Ghost 
City’ (Monogram), with “This Is the 
Night’ (Par) and ‘Cross Examina- 
tion’ (Supreme) on split. Not much 
over $3,000. Last week ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) and ‘Shop Angel’ 
(Tower), with ‘Scandal for Sale’ 
(Radio), and ‘County Fair’ (Mono- 
gram), on split; $3,300. 


Holiday and Revivals 
May Help in Montreal; 
‘Mask’ Normal $13,000 


Montreal, May 23. 

Main stems met murky going last 
week and do not seem headed for 
anything out of the way currently 
except in one house, His Majesty’s, 
legit house which goes film with 
‘Grand Hotel’ and has already had 
advance sales indicating a $17,000 
turnover, which will easily lead 
everything in town. Picture may be 
retained three and perhaps four 
weeks. 

Palace is repeating ‘Sunshine 
Susie’ (British) and Princess is also 
trying out couple of British, ‘Car- 
nival’ and ‘On Approval.’ Since cur- 
rent week is holiday, Victoria Day, 











CINCY REDS HELP FILM 
B. 0.’S INTO THE BLACK 


Cincinnati, May 23. 

Only two of the first run picture 
parlors are registering current biz 
in five figures, but the combined 
take will be about 10 grand better 
than last week. Cool weather over 
the weekend was a b. o. help. 

Town is steamed up over the re- 
juvenated Reds, who are playing to 
bigger gates than ever. Thousands 
of out-of-town baseball fans attend 
Sunday games at Redland Field and 
complete holiday by visiting the- 
atres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)—‘Case 
of Clara Deane’ (Par) and vaude. 
Stage show, with Benny Rubin and 
Jack Haley topping, is depended 
upon for the draw; fair at $22,500. 
Last week ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff), $18,- 
000, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Crawford 
and Montgomery combo pulling their 





share at $18,500, very good. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio), 
$14,500. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,285: 30-50)—‘The 
Mouthpiece’ (FN). Following on 
heels of several court room films to 


a fair $7,500. Last week ‘Night 
World’ (U), $6,500, off. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Rich Are With Us’ (WB). Ruth 


Chatterton and play's appeal to love 
set attracting fair $8,500. Last 
week ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par), ditto. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par), $3,800, fair. 
Last week ‘Big Timer’ (Col), $3,600. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB). $3,300, 
Last week ‘Feller Needs a Friend’ 


(M-G), $3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
Vanishing Men’ (Standard), and 


Tuesday, there will be three days at 
holiday prices, which may help. 
Loew’s has average vaude and ‘Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col), and Capitol 
runs a brace of pictures, ‘Trial of 
Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) and ‘Sky 
Bride’ (Par). 

Nabes are showing poorly, with a 
few here and there getting by. 

Estimates tor This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
$1.50) —‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Has 
had big buildup and seems to be in- 
teresting fans. Last week local op- 
eretta society in French musicals 
grossed about $10,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75)—‘Sun- 
shine Susie’ (British). Did fairly 
about six weeks ago at same house 
and is now revived. May hit $11,000. 
Second week of ‘Tarzan’ faded to 
$10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 75)—‘Trial of 
Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) and ‘Sky 
Bride’ (Par). May benefit from hol- 
iday, dependent on weather: $10,000, 
mild. ‘This Is the Night’ (Par) and 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) last 
week, $11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col) and vaude. 
Average at $13,000. Last week gross 
dipped to $12,000 on ‘Are You Lis- 
tening?’ (M-G) and vaude, 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60)— 
‘Carnival’ (British) and ‘On Ap- 
proval’ (British). Stars in these 
may attract up to $9,000. Last week 
‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Radio) 
and ‘Racing Youth’ (U), $7,500, mild. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40)—‘La 
Couturiere de Luneville’ (French) 
and ‘Nuits de Venice’ (French). 





fair. | 


These don’t mean a lot to fans, and 
j likely to slip to $3,000. Last week 
‘Soyons Gais’ (French), about $3,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (6090: 25- 
| 50) — ‘La Petite Chocolatiere’ 
| (French) (3d week). May get $1,- 
| $00; last week about $2,000. 





i ‘Midnight Patrol’ (Standard), split 
j}week. Average $3,000. Last week 
;‘Range Law’ (Tiff), and Mounted 


; Fury,’ same, 


Hot N. O. Goes for Grid 


New Orleans, May 23. 


|ness at Loew's State. 


‘Rich Are Always with Us.’ 
are quite negligible 
of drawing power. 


Estimates for This Week 





| 


| Saenger (3,000; 65)—‘Rich Are| 
| Always with Us’ (FN). Chatterton’s 
| weakest is giving theatre a $10,00( 
; week which means much red ink 


tating. 


(M-G). Fans like this one and re- 


only $7,500 indicated. Last 
‘Statc’s Attorney’ (RKO) drew $8,- 
000. 


Strand (1,800; 50-$1.50)—‘Woman 


in Room 13’ (Fox). Elissa Landi 
not clicky here, but $2,200. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), in its 


second week grossed 
the picture $18,000 for its local fort- 
night, not bad considering M-G-M 
took 85% of the total. However, on 
that basis, 
the house, 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Strange Case of 
Clara Deane’ (Par). May get good 
$2,500. Last week ‘Unexpected 
Father’, $1,900. 


HUB GETS HOT; 
DRIPS A LOT 
OF RED 


Boston, May 23. 

Hot weather is taking it out on 
the flicker box offices. 

Last week, with the exception of 
the big Met, grosses were lower 
than previous week. 

Keith’s is holding over ‘State’s At- 
torney’ but not because of its ex- 
ceptional draw. 

Starting next Saturday, this 4,000- 
seater starts its four-a-day grind 
with vaudeville and pictures and 
Ben Bernie slated for the opening 
bill. 

Keith-Boston, the only RKO 
house here that has been a consist- 
ent money maker, goes in for stage 
presentations along with a flicker. 

‘Grand Hotel’ continues into a 
fifth week. Matinees are off and 
night trade slipping. 

Rest of the flicker entertainment 
is weak, with the Met apt to take 
a big drop after Lombardo’s $35,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75)—‘Sin- 
ners in Sun’ (Par). Film and stage 
show weak; over $25,000 will be 
surprising; very poor. Last week 
‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox), and Lom- 
bardo’s band, $37,200. 

Majestic — ‘Grand Hotel’ (5th 
week). Fourth week $16,500. Com- 
mencing to ease off sharply. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘State’s 











Attorney’ (RKO). Down $7,000 on 
its second week after $12,200 last 
week. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘No Greater Love’ and vaudeville. 
Mild at $16,000. Last week ‘Vanity 
Fair’ very poor at $8,000. 


Paramount (1,800; 35-50-60)— 
‘Case of Clara Deane’ (Par). Bad at 
$8,000. Last week ‘Mouthpiece’ 


(WB) poor at $8,700. 

Uptown (Publix) (2,200; 35-50-60) 
—'‘Case of Clara Deane’ (Par). Com- 
panion house to Paramount headed 
for poor $6,000. Last week ‘Mouth- 
piece,’ (WB) blah at $7,000. 

Scollay (Publix) — ‘Mouthpiece’ 
(WB) and vaude. Grosses lower 
here every week; $7,000 will be big. 
Last week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) poor 
$6,500. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘Scarface’ 
(UA). Over $20,000, expected. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) $15,000. 


Capitol City Sluggish; 
‘Captive’ Ups, $9,500 


Washington, May 23. 

Town came through as estimated 
for last week, with current week set 
to show wide differences in grosses. 
‘Grand Hotel’ is doing big, and ‘Man 
About Town’ at the Fox’ is also up 
into big money. 

Metropolitan spent plenty on 
‘Blonde Captive’ and upping nicely 
as a result. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 50-$1.50) 





—Still going strong. Last week 
$15,000. 
Earle (Warner) (2,424; 35-50-65) 


—Tough to Be Famous’ (FN), with 
Roscoe Ates on stage, Fair at $16,- 
500. Last week ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) 
disappointed at $13,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) plus Wes- 
ley Eddy and unit. 
Last week ‘Woman in 
(Fox) $17,500. 





Film, “Huddle,” $12,000 


Thin fare this week with Novarro 
in ‘Huddle’ showing flurry of busi- 
Disappointing 
lis Chatterton across the way in 
Others 
in the matter! 


Last week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) did 
$12,000 with inclement weather mili- 


Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—Huddle’ 


turns will up to around $12,000. Last 
week ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) only $7,- 


week 


$4,700, giving 


second week tragic fre 


Fair at $23.000. | about 
Room 13’ | Lynton’ 


Keith’s (RKO) ‘Cain’ (TPE) and | $18,000, 





-——~ 


‘Scarface’ Looks Brilliant $65,000, 
Spec. Trade on ‘Hotel’ Negligible, 
Par, Roxy Slow; Capitol Drops Off 





) ‘Scarface,’ after much publicity 
through censor-Hays trouble, finally 
reached New York. It will lift the 
Rialto from a new low of $6,950 
last week to a good chance for 
$65,000, tremendous, and not far 
from house’s record of $72,000, 
established. some time ago. Pic- 
ture opened Thursday morning (19) 


500. and ran around the clock for 72 
Orpheum (2,400; 60) — ‘Night hours solid. 
World’ (RKO). Doing sparsely with Picture is drawing a preponder- 


ance of male trade. Women repre- 
sent only around 10% while the men 
represent everything from First to 
10th avenues. Femmes appear 
mostly to be of the carriage trade. 

Outside of ‘Scarface’s’ business, 
and the indicated $31,000 for the 
first week of the new Ed G. Robin- 
son’s “Two Seconds’ (WB) at the 
Winter Garden, the run houses and 
weekly changes are performing 
sluggishly. 

‘Grand Hotel’ remains a virtual 
sell-out at each performance but 
demand at the ticket agencies, at 
first big, is now almost negligible. 
The agencies are handling tickets 
on the film for stray calls but dur- 
ing the past week there has been 
no difficulty in obtaining seats in 
favorable locations at show time, 

Coincident with ticket demand 
yielding, Metro is starting to adver- 
tise the talker heavier. Ads are 
beginning to stress that the picture 
will not be seen in any other New 
York theatre this season as a pos- 
sible hint to fans who lately have 
become wise to the narrowing of 
protection on Broadway two-a-day 
and first runs, 


‘Huddle,’ Too Early, 
Dips to $6,500; ‘Rich’ 
$12,000 in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, May 23. 

All downtown houses, with the 
exception of the Lyric, which en- 
joys an exclusive vaude patronage, 
are fighting hot weather coming in. 

Reports are that the Circle will 
contract F&M units. ‘Huddle,’ the 
out-of-season football picture, is 
being plugged sky-high—but will 
probably dip Loew’s Palace which 
had a good week with ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton.’ 

‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
should bring the Indiana out of a 
rut, enhanced materially last week 
by ‘Symphony of Six Millions.’ 

‘Merry Wives of Vienna’ (Ger) at 
the Ohio last week not so good. 
Theatre dark again. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50), ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB). Seems 
‘good enough to get $4,500. Last 
week ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff) off around 
$4,000 despite heavy exploitation 
and cash giveaways. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘State’s Attorney’ (Ra- 
dio). Up to $4,400, good for this 
housé. Last week ‘Sinners in the 
Sun’ (Par) just fair at $3,500. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50), ‘Rich Are Always With 
Us’ (FN). Looks good for $12,000, 
rather low for this house. Recently 
dropped stage productions. Last 
week ‘Symphony of Six Millions’ 
(Radio) hit around $11,000, just 
middling. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Huddle’ (M-G). May get 
$6,500, due only to Navarro pull. 
Too hot for patrons to even think 
of football. Last week ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ (M-G) reaped $9,000, good. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
35-50) ‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) and 
vaude. Grant Withers making p.a. 
may help house to keep close to its 
$10,000 standard. Last week ‘Wo- 
man in Room 13’ (Fox) and eight- 
act vaude bill, instead of its usual 
six, in celebration of its fourth an- 
niversary failed to click beyond 
$8,500. 

Ohio (Skouras-Publix) (dark). 
Last week ‘Merry Wives of Vienna’ 
(Ger) got $2,000. Previous week 
house was reopened for showing of 
‘Grand Hotel’ and Publix manage- 
ment took advantage of reoening 
publicity to bring in the German 
film. House dark again. 








‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio). Will 
come through fairly well at $7,000. 
Last week ‘State’s Attorney’,(RKO), 
$10,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,700; 25- 
35-50-60), ‘Blonde Captive’ (Colum- 
| bia). Big advertising outlay set to 
| jump business to $9,500. Last week 
| ‘Wayward’ (Paramount) did the an- 
| ticipated $6,000, mild. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 35-50-70), 
| ‘Huddle’ (M-G). Marking second 
j;week of straight picture’ policy, 
$14,000. Last week ‘Letty 

(M-G) did nut reach the 
j anticipated but no complaints at 





Roxy, struck by receivership, is 
also smitten with another’ poor 
week at only $32,000 in sight. ‘This 
is perilously close to the all-time 


low for the house. Nothing has as 
yet developed on Sid Grauman or 
any other big time showman as the 
house’s operator. 

On its holdover, Capitol plays its 
current ‘Feller Needs Friend and 
name-studded stage show only six 
days, ‘Night Court’ (M-G) opening 
Thursday (26.) House may swing 
into a regular Thursday opening 
from now on. Tremendous the first 
week, second six-day stretch at the 
Capitol will not corral over $45.000. 

Against ‘Reserved for Ladies,’ 
remake of ‘Duchess and Waiter’ 
(Menjou), Paramount’s stage lure 
is Dorothy Mackaill and Cliff Fa- 
wards. House is assured of $50,000 
with good possibilities of bettering 
this. 

Rivoli is swimming in a sea of 
red, ‘Congress Dances’ ducking 
house to the tune of $11,500 on its 
second week. Publix wants to 
bring in ‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
this week but may have to put it off 
owing to censor trouble. 

Strand and Mayfair are neck and 
nesk, gross for each indicating $15,- 
000, disappointing. Former has a 
new Joe E. Brown comedy ‘The 
Tenderfoot’ (FN), the RKO show- 
window ‘Symphony of Six Million’ 
(Radio)’ up from recent Gaiety 
$1.50 run of five weeks. It'll tarry 
on its first run at the Mayfair only 
one week. 

Col’s ‘Attorney for the Defense’ 
comes into the Paramount Friday 
(27), and another outside booking 
the following week, Tiffany's 
‘Strangers of the Evening.’ 

A ,Gainsborough production 
‘Bachelor’s Folly, releasing in U. S. 
A. through World Wide, comes into 
the Roxy, Friday (3). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,162; $1-$2) — ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) (6th week). Mule 
tiple star name special continues 
at capacity, but it’s now not difficult 
to obtain good locations at show 
time. Some tickets are sold by the 
agencies, but the call has receded to 
the point where that business on 
the film is now greatly minimized. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)—~ 
‘Feller Needs Friend’ (M-G) (24 
week), and stage show. Second 
week (6 days) of holdover looks 
like about half of what trickled in 
initial seven days, around $45,000. 
Initial week a very lofty $87,500, 
with draw ascribed largely to the 


mighty stage name array, heavily 
advertised. 
Gaiety (808; $1-$2). Opens Fri- 


day (27) as an indie film house, 
operated by Bergman & Romer 
through an arrangement with Er- 
langers, with ‘Escapade’ (First Divi< 
sion). Scale will be pop and grind, 
with change as merited by pictures 
booked. 

Mayfair (2,200: 35-65-85-$1)— 
‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Radio). 
Weak at $15,000 on first run follow< 
ing recent Gaiety’s $1.50 stretch. 
At that figure it’s in only for a weeks 
Previous incumbent, ‘State’s Attore- 
ney’ (Radio), on second week, $13,< 
400, poor. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85)—‘Re- 
served for Ladies’ (Par) and stage 
show. Dorothy Mackaill and Cliff 
Edwards, plus others, on the house’s 
rostrum, currently; $50,000, perhaps 


a shade more, the answer. Last 
week ‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par), and 
‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ tab, sunk 


the de luxe operation to $47,200. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘Scar- 
face’ (UA). Opened like a machine 
gun in action Thursday a. m. (19), 
luring big coin; at possible $65,000, 
house isn’t far from its all-time 
high of $72,000. Ran first three days 
solid around the clock for 72 hours. 
Last week ‘Clara Dean,’ a new low 
of $6,950. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (UA) (2d week). 
Slipping badly, taking the toboggan 
for about $11,500. Initial week, $22,- 
100, fair. ‘Forgotten Command- 
ments’ (Par), in censor tentacles, 
will come in sometime this week 
if ready. ir not rushed through, 
opening date, tentatively, June 1. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—*Wom- 
an in Room 13’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Off grip on the Roxy b. 0. 
looks like it will hold house to 
around possible $32,000 currently, 
very bad. Last week, ‘No Greater 
Love’ (Col), equally as bad at $32,- 
700. This means plenty of crimson 
for the de luxer. 





Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1)—‘The 
Tenderfoot” (FN). Joe Browns 
latest not dragging down the vel- 


| vet; $15,000 looks like top chances. 
| Last week ‘Rich Are Always With 
Us’ (FN) $19,800, fair enough . 
| Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-S9- 
|} $1)—"Two Seconds’ (WB), whica 
| opened Wednesday night (18), S€t* 
| ting a nice pace; good “31,000 on 


| first week indicated. 
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The Dirigible Akron 
Throws Frisco’s B. 0.’s 
Further Up in the Air 


San Francisco, May 23. 
Not one good big sock in town. 
The dirigible ‘Akron’ at its base a 
few miles down the peninsula is 
still drawing more customers than 
any of the showshops, Business 
running like that nursery rhyme: 
fWhere it’s good it’s very, very 

good; but where it’s bad—ouch.’ 
Warners is near head of the pro- 
cession with Robinson pulling in 





‘Two Seconds.’ Warfield’s weak 
‘Molly Louvain’ n.s.g., but the 
KFRC Happy Go Lucky gang on 


stage will hold house up to a satis- 
factory level. 

‘ Only holdovers are ‘Scarface’ at 
United Artists and ‘Grand Hotel’ 
continuing neatly in its deuce 
stanéga at $1.50 at Fox California. 
Matinees a little light but nights 
are heavy, Which is unusual con- 
sidering the lower mat prices. 

Chatterton’s first for Warners, 
‘Rich Are Always With Us,’ is in 
a Fox house, the Paramount, and 
satisfactory. Fox has Ramon No- 
varro doing a Mexican fullback in 
‘Huddle’ and Mae Murray on stage, 
but nobody seems to care much, 

Estimates for This Week 

California (Fox) (1,400; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G).§ (2d 
week). First. roadshow in ages and 
going swell.. First week went well 
over $25,000, 

Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘Huddle’ (M- 
G),. and Mae Murray on stage in 
F&M Idea, House ’way under the 
danger line with $21,000. Al Jolson 
last week grabbed off $51,000 with 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB) on screen. . 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-60) 
-—Young Bride’ (Radio) and Vaude, 
Nan Halperin the stage feature and 
$10,000 the average of late. Last 
week $500 over that with ‘Vanity 
Fair’ (Allied). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60)— 
*State’s Attorney’ (Radio). Mr. John 
Barrymore to you and $8,000 pos- 
gible. ‘Symphony of Six Million’ 
(Radio) got very poor $6,000 last 
week, : 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60)— 
Rich Are Always with Us’ (FN). 
Chatterton pulling a nice $14,500. 
‘So Big’..(WB) last week out after 
gix days to only $10,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-40-60)— 
‘Scarface’ (UA) (4th week). Still 
going strong and $9,000 is okay. 
Third week over $12,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-60)— 
‘Molly Louvain’ (FN) and on stage 
the KFRC Happy Go Lucky gang. 
Little draw to the picture and most 
of credit goes to the radio bunch, 
responsible for holding house up to 
a money-making level of $16,000. 
Last week the colored show ‘Afri- 
cana’ on stage was likewise a life- 
gaver, with ‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) 
getting a swell $17,500. 

Warners (1,365; 85-50-60) — ‘Two 
Seconds’ (WB). Robinson magnet- 
izing over $13,000 worth of custom- 
ers, which is plenty. ‘Mouthpiece 
(WB) brutal $5,000 last week, 


CONEY OPPOSISH TOO 
TOUGH IN BROOKLYN 


Brovklyn, May 23. 

The biggest show is at the Albee 
with ‘Symphony of Six Million’ and 
a big lineup of vaude including two 
local boys who have made good, 
Jordan and. Woods, in a radio act. 
House should do $24,000, not bad for 
this time of the year. 

Paramount with ‘Miracle Man’ is 
playing up the stage show, ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome,’ featuring Ann 
Pennington, Frances Williams and 
should draw $32,000, no wow. 

Biggest attraction, of course, is 
the Coney boardwalk where one can 
get an eyeful at no cost. Several 
hundred thousand present at the 
seashore over the week-end. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Miracle Man’ (Par) and stage 
show with the Broadway head- 
liners. Around $32,000, nothing to 
brag about. Last week, ‘Sinners in 
the Sun’ (Par) and Boswell Sisters 
of radio fame on the stage brought 
$30,900, low. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65) — ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Freddy Mack and his band back. 








Maybe $12,000, way low. Last week 
‘Young America’ (Fox), $11,000, 
brutal, 


Albee (3.500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Sym- 
phony of Six Million’ (R). Plenty 
ballyhoo on this flicker and figured 
for $24,000, fair. Vaude bill has a 
Popular local team in Jordan and 
Woods. Last week ‘Carnival Boat’ 
(Radio) did $12,000, floppo. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50-65) 
—Wet Parada (M-G) and vaude. 
This town has got Durante foliow- 
ers who say he is the world’s best 
thespian. Maybe $23,000, mild. Last 
week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) $27,000, 
g00d. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50) —‘So Big.’ 
Around $12,000, so-so. Last week 
‘Mouthpiece’ (FN), second week, 
$15,700, oke. 








HEIDT AND STAGE FARE 
BOLSTERING UP PROV. 


wobbly. Local exhibs are suffering 


from change in weather which is 
continuing . warm aand_= sending 
dgoves to the beaches. . 

Three local spots are depending 
on stage shows to pull them through 
this week, although they took it on 
the chin last week, along with the 
regular picture stands. 

Paramount, straight picture house 
up until two weeks ago, is plugging 
Horace Heidt and his Californians 
(band) to put ‘Reserved for Ladies’ 
in the money class. RKO Albee is 
ballyhooing its vaude show over the 
feature picture, ‘No Greater Love,’ 
to keep gross in the $9,000 class. 

Loew’s State with ‘When a Feller 
Needs a Friend,’ expects to tilt 
$11,000 and lead the straight picture 
houses, 


Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60), ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col) and vaude. 
House figuring on stage show to put 
this one over as feature has failed 
to arouse anybody. Close to $9,000, 





fair. Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ 
(Radio) skidded along with the 
others, although not so much; 
$8,700, not so hot. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50), ‘Trial of 


Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Nicely balanced bill should. come 
through to $7,000; okay but not as 
good: as things have been at this 
bright spot for months. Last week 
‘Young. America’ (Fox) with Alice 
Joy on stage and big plugging of 
radio star only thing that saved 
this one from going under $7,600. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75), 
‘When .a. Feller Needs a - Friend’ 
(M-G). »-Not se@ optimistie but fis- 
ures at $11,000 to lead town. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) got plenty of 
raves but: nearly touched bottem at 
$8,500, worse gross house has had 
in months; unseasonal football re- 
lease blamed. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50), 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) and ‘Wo- 
man in Room 13’ (Fox). Draw 
names in both pictures should see 
a fair $7,200. Last week ‘Mouth- 
piece’ (WB) and ‘County Fair’ 
(Monogram): also slid away from 
expected gross and just eased into 
$7,000; off, but not so bad. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50), ‘Re- 
served for Ladies’ (Par) and Hor- 
ace Heidt and his Californians on 
stage. Second week of stage shows; 
paced at least $10,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and 
‘Harlem Hot’ Shots’ on the stage 
turned in $10,500 for the boxoffice. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30), ‘Es- 
capade’ (First Division) and ‘Sea 
Ghost’ (Peerless). Just moving 
along; another low $2,000. Last 
week ‘Local Bad Man’ (American) 
and ‘Murder at Dawn’ (U) same 
figure. 


DIVA AND BOLES HELP 
ST. L; ‘ATTY, $10,000 


St. Louis, May 23. 


John Boles is pulling a few extra 
bucks at the Ambassador, pacing 
‘Two Seconds’ for a good $18,000. 

Straight sound policy at the St. 
Louis with Barrymore's ‘State’s At- 
torney’ to a $10,000 take is okay 
considering the saving on the stage 
show overhead, formerly, 

Madame Schumann-Heink is also 
live stage succor at the Fox where 
‘Woman in Room 13’ is slated for 
$12,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-50), ‘Huddle’ (M-G). In view of 
the way other pictures have held up 
at this house this one looks fair 
at $13,000. Last week ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ (M-G) weathered slump for 
good $18,000. 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65), ‘Iwo Seconds’ (FN) and John 
Boles on stage. Robinson name 
helping to build total to nice $18,000. 
Last week ‘Crowd Roars’ (WB) and 
‘Three's a Crowd’ table fair at 
$15,200. 

Fox (Fox) (25-35-50), ‘Woman in 
Room 13’ (Fox) and Mme. Schu- 
mann-Heink in person. Although 
a doubtful draw from first, singer 
is helping a little for $12,000, fair 
takings. Last week ‘Young Amer- 
ica’ (Fox) and Mitzi Green on stage, 
$11,000. 

St. Louis (RKO) (4,000; 15-25- 
$5), ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). First 
on straight picture program, Barry- 
more name aiding, to get $10,000, 
nice. Last week ‘Night World’ 
(RKO) poor at $6,600. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50), 
‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par) and ‘Speckled 
Band’ (First Division). Poor $6,- 
000: same story at this house, Last 
week ‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN) 
and ‘Law and Order’ (U) ($7,800, 
off, 











Par Buys Novels 





COLUMBUS INDIFFERENT 


‘Scarface’ Mild on Seeeen? Doane’ 
Fair with $13,000 


Columbus, May 23. 

Just another of those weeks with 
nothing to draw. Ohio will do fairly 
well with ‘Clara Deane,’ but ‘Scar- 
face,’ at the Broad, looks worse than 
anticipated, 

Last week saw biz far better, al- 
though the town didn’t go too heavy 
for the $1.50 top asked for ‘Grand 
Hotel’ at the Broad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par). Even caused 
sugary reviewers to complain but 
may reach $6,000, Last week-‘State’s 





Attorney’ (Radio) slightly off at 
$4,900. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 


‘Clara Deane’ (Par) and stage show, 
Has good stage backing and looks 
fair enough for $13,000. Last week 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox), and ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (tab) on stage high with 
$16,700. Drops stage June 2, 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—Scarface’ (UA). Failing to click 
and hardly better than $6,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ at 
$1.50 top claimed a. fair $14,000. 
House closes June 2. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Rich Always With Us’ (WB). Just 
an average $4,000. Last week ‘So 
Big’ (WB) dove at close and took 
only $4,100. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 

‘Young Bride’ (Radio), Ought to 
hit $2,400. Last week ‘Roadhouse 
Murder’ (U) just $2,100, ; 


LIVE SHOWS BULLISH 
IN PORT: FOR OKE BIZ 


Portland, Ore., May 238. 

Poor film product is resulting in 
more and bigger stage shows. Fox- 
Paramount got results with Thurs- 
ton the magician and Ted Lewis 
band. RKO Orpheum is plugging 
Olsen and Johnson currently in 
vaude. Two road shows at the 
auditorium, ‘Green Pastures’ - and 


Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’; both 
clicked for big houses at $3 top. 

Hamrick is putting his best WB 
product into the Oriental at 35c. top 
and looks in line for results at that 
figure, with house listed as premier 
all-sound spot in the burg. Ham-e 
rick sank the Music Box to 26c. 
top, and understanding is he may 
fold it, with lease reverting to Fox. 

M-G’s ‘Grand Hotel’ into the Fox- 
Broadway at $1.50 top, roadshowed 
for one week and getting strong re- 
sults, gives indication of what can 
be done with the b. o, product. 

Dufwin is to have a new legit 
stock, thought to have some back- 
ing by UA in Hollywood. House is 
to be called the Capitan. Guest 
star policy, chiefly booked from 
studio sources, 

Other legit development here is 
move of the Dufwin Players to start 
a show boat rep company and tour 
the river. Show boat idea is new 
here, 


10-25)— 





Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Are You Listening?’ (M-G) 
and F, & M. stage show. Register- 
ing well and should go okay, $12,000. 
Last week ‘This Is the Night’ (Par), 
with Ted Lewis band on stage, 
strong at $14,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Night World’ (U) and vaude. Olsen 
and Johnson heavily ballyhooed, 
but only $6,500. Last week ‘State’s 
Attorney’ (RKO) weak $4,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-35)—"Night Court’ (M-G). 
Fairly, about $4,000. Last week 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G), nice $4,600. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Tough to Be Famous’ (WB). 
Okay $5,500. Last week ‘So Big’ 
(WB) clicked for okay $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2.000; 15- 
25)—‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). 
Fairish at $3,500. Last week ‘Play 
Girl (FN), fairly at $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
50-$1.50)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G). 
Road showed with big exploitation 
build-up and looks in line for big 
biz. 

Auditorium (Heilig) (3,000; $1-$3) 
—Earl Carroll’s ‘ Vanities.’ Two 
days only and clicked for strong 
$5,000, 


Adults for Ransom If 
Doing Kidnap Stories 


If the studios do any kidnap 
stories they will deal only with the 
snatching of adults. Eastern story 








|} heads are declared united in agree- 


| far. 


John Wilstach’'s ‘Under Cover 
Man,’ novel, has been taken by| 
Paramount for a picture. 

Not to be confused with Frank 


Wilstach of the Hays office. 


j 


ment to dodge a reflection of the 


| Lindbergh case, 


Ed ‘The Snatch 
icket,’ has been under considera- 
tion by several companies, includ- 
ing Paramount, with no takers so 
If finally bought, its film 
transcription is almost sure to deal 
with grownups for ransom, 


Sullivan’s book, 


Dm 


B. 0.-BEFOGGED PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 

‘Letty Lynton,’ at the Penn the 
only chance of forging to the front, 
should scale $25,000, which is be- 
low the star’s average takings, but 
all right considering everything. 
Crawford’s last, ‘Possessed,’ did 
$30,000 and without a stage show to 
help it at that. 

Everything else off. ‘Rich Are 
Always With Us’ at the Stanley is 
slipping to $16,500. Chatterton ie 
just about washed up locally. ‘Mis- 
leading Lady’ is dipping to $4,200 at 
the Fulton. ‘Grand Hotel’ wound 
up a four-week roadshow engage- 
ment at Aldine with weak $6,200. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (Loew's) (1,830; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Out 
after four weeks, with weak $6,200 
in final session. No kicks coming, 
with slightly less than $50,000 for 
month’s run, considering that the 
house has been dark for more than 
10 months under a heavy weekly 
rental, 

Davis (WB) 
50)—‘It's Tough to Be Famous’ 
(FN). Brought downtown after 
three days at nabe Enright in East 
Liberty. Cricks no like and-that 
goes for the customers, too, with 
prospects of bad $2,800. Last week 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) at $4,300 best 
here in some time, film playing here 
after good week at Warner a block 
away, 9 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) — ‘Misleading Lady’ 
(Par). Weak entry won't better 
poor $4,200. ‘Last week ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) okay at $7,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—‘Letty Lyfiton’ (M-G) ‘and 
stage show. Crawford film hardly 
touched by censors, something of a 
surprise, should get $25,000, best 
money of the week, but still plenty 
helow this star’s average. Her last, 
‘Possessed,’ did $30,000 and without 
any stage help. Last week ‘Wet 
Parade’ (M-G) poor at $17,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Rich Are Always With Us’ (WB) 
and stage show. Chatterton looks 
washed up locally, and this one 
won't help her any. Off to poor 
start and will have tough time bet- 
tering weak $16,500. Last week 
‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) and 
Rosco Ates in person not much bet-° 
ter at $18,000, . 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60)— 
‘Night World’ (U). Flimsy pro- 
grammer has no cast names and 
will have tough sledding. ‘Lucky if 
it gets $6,500, which means red and 
lots of it at this site. Last week 
‘Sky Bride’ (Par) also weak at 
$7,000, 


WEISSMULLER PUSHING 
BALTO. CEN. FOR $23,500 


Baltimore, May 23. 

Screen attraction again is billed 
over the stage show at the Hip- 
podrome. It’s ‘State’s Attornev.’ 
Keith’s and the Century continue ta 
reverse this lineup. Johnny Weiss- 
muller, on the Century bill, is "way 
out in front on the paper spreads, 
while the ‘Good News’ tab at 
Keith’s gets the big space there. 

With Sunday films here the ques- 
tion of Sunday musician rates is 
keeping the managers awake nights. 
Musicians’ union is demanding dou- 
ble time for Sunday pit work, It 
looks like a fight. 

‘Scarface,’ at the Stanley, looks 
like the outstanding picture this 
week. Arbuckle in stage and ‘Scan- 
dal for Sale,’ on screen, were pulled 
— (18) and current bill put 
n, 





(1,750; 10-15-25-35- 








Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 
60), ‘Sinners in Sun’ 
stage show. 


25- 
(Par) and 
Johnny Weissmuller 
in person. Will go to about $22,500, 
oke. Last week ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) 
lowest in months, dropping to 
$17,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
26-50), ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Will get astisfactory 
$11,500. Last week ‘Carnival Boat’ 
and Jackie Cooper on stage some- 
what of a disappointment. Just a 
fair $10,500. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 
| 50), ‘Man Wanted’ (WB) and ‘Good 
News’ (tab). With three extra days 
looks like a big $20,000. Last week 
‘Scandal for Sale,’ plus vaude, 
yanked in midweek. Under $5,000. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 

‘Man About Town’ (Fox). Warner 

Baxter a fay and will get at least a 
; 00d $7,000. Last week ‘State At- 
torney’ (Radio) fair at $6,000. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,200; 
35), ‘Night Court’ (M-G). 
$3,700, fair for second run. Last 
week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) $3,900. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley, Crandall) 





25- 
Will do 


LETTY,’ $25,000, BEST IN| Seattle Oke Despite . 





(3,600; 25-63), ‘Scarface’ (UA). 
Good advance publicity and okay at 
$19,500. Last week ‘Letty Lynton’ 
(M-G) very satisfactory on $21,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35), ‘Night Court’ (M-G). Moderate 
$2,500. Last week ‘Misleading | 
Lady’ $2,799. 


' opening 


—— 


Opposish: Ted Lewis 
Ups ‘Sinners,’ 15 G’s 


Seattle, May 23. 

This burg loaded this week with 
attractions and pix houses found 
loads of opposition, ‘Vanities’ at 
the Metropolitan opened Thursday 
(May 19) to capacity and knocked 
out $9,000 for four days. The Care 
roll revue experienced some back- 
wash from ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Same night, ‘Grand Hotel’ opened 
week’s stand at Fox, this house 
now to run on reg pix policy with 
Stage band, after dark almost a 
year. 

‘Hotel’ advance sale around $4,000 
and indcations for nice biz. 

Al G. Barnes Circus for three 
days looked good for $15,000 at the 
big top, this being about the equal 
of a year ago when biz rated big. 

Pix houses have the usual fare 
with 5th Ave. taking the lead with 
Ted Lewis and band in person, 
en however, told on the opposi- 
tion. 

New policy starts at Orpheum 
May 27, with split week vaude and 
pix. Prices to be cut to 25-35 and 
5@ These are drastic cuts from 
60c heretofore. Management claims 
vaude standard to be kept just as 
high, with first half week playing 
the unit shows, as is, from the east. 
five acts; last half, five aets, booked 
special out of Chi. and N, ¥. . 

Fox theatre opens reg policy at 
50c May.26 with ‘Letty Lynton.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (F-WC) (2,300: 35-60): 
—Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and 
stage show. The big ‘noise is Ted 
Lewis and band; heavy éxploitation. 
Local band leaders in hich hats 
méet Lewis in welcome for nice 
publicity break. Strong $15,500. 
Last week ‘World and Flesh’ (Par). 
with Thurston, magician, oke at 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘State’s Attorney’ (RKO), Big bill- 
ing for John Barrymore, but 8,000 
just fair. Last week ‘Office Girl’ 
(Rad), very good with Bill Robin- 
son troupe keeping nicely to $10,000. 
; Fox (F-WC) (2,100; 50-$1.50)— 
Grand Hotel’ (MG). Opened big.. 
oké campaign, and looks set to hold 
over another week at $1.50. House 
has been dark almost a year. ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G) resumes regular film 
policy. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50)—‘Rich With Us’ (FN). Fair 
$3,500. Last week ‘Tough Be Fa- 
mous’ (WB) ordinary at $3,000, 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)——Strangers of 
Evening’ (Tif) and two. shorts, 
Flirty Sleepwalker,’ and ‘Inside 
Baseball’ ballyhooed also, for okay. 
$5,000. Last week ‘Local Bad Man’ 
(Shef) and ‘Dragnet Patrol’ (Mono) 
in double bill, fair at $4,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 
25)—‘Strange Love of Molly Lou- 
vain’ (WB). Slow at $2,000, Last 
week, ‘Ferguson Case’ (FN) oke at 
$2,500. 

Coliseum (F-WC) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) cond ‘Greeks 
Had Word’ (UA) in split week. Mild 
$2,000. Last week ‘While Paris 
Sleeps’ (Fox) and ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
poor $1,800. 








All But Par Are Twin 
Bills in New Haven 


New Haven, May 23. 


Roger Sherman couldn't stand the 
gaff of double features against its 
own singles and follows suit cur- 
rently, 

Poli is squeezing last drop out of 
local color publicity on ‘Huddle.’ 
Many of the scenes were filmed at 
Yale and the pa. is making most 
of it with goods results. 

College swings into first week of 
double features. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 35- 
50)—‘Clara Deane’ (Par) and unit. 
Only stage show in town (except 
Shubert legit), but grosses are 
nothing to write home about, de- 
spite poor $11,000. Last week ‘Sky 
Bride’ wnit and Bing Crosby, mild 
at $13,560. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) and ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox). Set for okay $9,500. Mati- 
nees draw them, but 6 o'clock scale 
change to 50c. brings sharp drop 
in trade. Last week ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ (M-G) and ‘Scandal for Sale’ 
(U) were satisfying at $10,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) and ‘The 
Expert’ (WB). Opened double fea- 
ture policy and looks for fair $8,500. 
Last week not enough customers to 
lift ‘Rich with Us’ beyond weak $7,- 
900, 

College (Arthur) 


(1,565; 35- 


50)— 


‘Sky Devils’ (UA), and ‘Woman in 
toom 13’ (Fox). Off to fair start 
on new policy and headed for 
steady $3,700. Last week ‘Grand 
Hotel’ toppled to pitiful $3,000 on 
second week following nice $14,500 
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UR PRISE I 


ELECTRIFIES WASHINGTON, D. rt 


Shas Cy bio a THEATRE ) 


The wonder of the year—attracts huge 
audiences in New York, Chicago and now 
Washington, D. C.—draws raves from critics 
and crowds —sensation proves freak box- 
office clean-up — circus it—ballyhoo it — it’s 
a surprise box- office thunderbolt! 


REMEMBER “AFRICA SPEAKS’— 
AND DATE THIS ONE AT ONCE! 
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i Talking Shorts 








FLYING CODONAS 

Pete Smith Sport Short 

12 Mins. 

Chinese, Hollywood 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer 


Startlingly photographed, the 
Flying Codonas’ aerial act makes an 
excellent short with the running de- 
scriptive comment by the unseen 
Pete Smith. A triple forward 
somersault from bar to hand in 
midair is one of the numerous 
hazardous feats caught by the cam- 
era from directly below, above and 
various other unique angles. 

An excellent circus act, the three 
Codonas are seen to a much greater 
advantage before a roving camera 
than when caught under canvas. 
There is also the humanizing ele- 
ment furnished by Smith's monolog, 
including a plug for Papa Codona, 
who is seen supervising the trio’s 
aerial work with fatherly pride. 

* his is a peach of a short, di- 
by Jack Cummings, to stand 
he fastest company. Bang. 


rect 
up 





MR. and MRS. NORWORTH 
‘The Naggers Go Ritzy’ 

7 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 1374 


Trifling opener, but working into 
a good blackout for a climax. The 
Naggers have moved into a new 
flat. Usual trouble. with curtain 
poles and pictures, and the almost 
inevitable flimsy wall to the next 
flat, which gets punctured. 

Announced that Nagger has ar- 
ranged for a housewarming ban- 
quet for that evening, with caterer 
service, and a shift to the guests 
impatient at an hour’s delay. Trou- 
ble is. that the caterer wants his 
money first. Nagger makes an ap- 
peal to his guests for the relief of 
a poor family, not named, and col- 
lects sufficient to pay for the dinner. 

Payoff is that the caterer is so 
deeply moved that he kicks in 
with $20. 

Only fair for this series but saved 
by the big laugh at the end. 


BABE RUTH 
‘Slide, Babe, Slide’ 
9 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 


Universal 


In the series, ‘Play Ball with 
Ruth,’ this episode, ‘Slide, Babe, 
Slide,’ is great for the boys and 
b. b. fans, a possible inducement 
for parents to come along. Other- 
wise it contains little to entertain 
the average adult. 

Babe offers a few points on the 
game, but they are so overshad- 
owed by the prominence allowed a 
kid scrub team which Ruth is play- 
ing that they mean little. 

Youngsters will go for this sub- 
ject in a big way because it shows 
Ruth as not only a sandlot sport, 
but the kind of a hero who will 
dump dozens of balls in return for 
the privelege. Waly. 





‘STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM’ 
Novelty 

0 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 


Universal 


Why the spider web is an impor- 
tant adjunct in the making of sur- 
veyors’ instruments and the reason 
for Eskimo women chewing clothes 
and shoes of the northlanders be- 
fore they can be worn feature in 
this John Hix contribution. 

Odd practices in the navy, the 
strength of Belgian sailor and an 
American cactus farm are other in- 
teresting clips. Waly. 





TOM AND JERRY 
‘The Tuba Tooter’ 
Cartoon; 7 Mins. 
RKO Mayfair, N. Y. 


Radio 


The German street band of other 
days but still to be found in a few 
spots in the country furnishes the 
butt for this bit of penmanship. The 
theme song idea in cartoons which 
Van Beauren is introducing is a 
g00d one as long as the music is 
as good as that used in this. 

Contortionistic buildings, cops, 
etc., fill in for standard pen enter- 
tainment. Waly. 


——— 





‘CURIOSITIES’ 
Novelties; 9 Mins. 
RKO Mayfair, N. Y. 


Columbia 


Digging into libraries and touch- 
ing up old material with sound ef- 
fects and fast talking seems more 
and more in evidence in these ‘Cu- 
riosities.”’ The clip on pointer dogs 
may be original but it shapes up 
identically with scenes from a 
Grantland Rice release. 

A Haitian egg eater who saves 
the shelis and does things which 
might be done in any climate or 
Studio backyard is another contri- 
bution. 

Hunting Mexican jelly beans and 
& western stream which changes 
cloth to stone are the most inter- 
esting and nearest to original. 

Waly. 





the educational point of view. 








i matter, treatment 


RUTH ETTING 
‘A “Mail” Bride’ 
Playlet with Songs 
ins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 6303 





Okay playlet which permits Ruth 
Etting to warble three pops in her | 
usual accomplished manner, at the 
same time sustaining the proceed- 
ings with a thread of a plot. 

Sketch itself concerns Miss Et- 
ting’s German maid sending her 
mistress’ more attractive photo- 
graph to a German musicker via 
a correspondence marriage bureau 
adv. The latter, in Germany, im- 
pressed by the lovely photo, decided 
that a famous tenor's picture, in- 
stead of his own, would have better 
visual effect. Usual complications. 





‘Auf Wiedersehen,’ the ‘Penthouse 
Serenade’ and ‘Talk It Over’ 
(whereby Miss Etting brings Hilda | 
and her German mail-order hus- 
band together) are appropriate song | 
interludes at the start, middle and | 
for the finale. 


by A.. 


Roy Mack directed; story 
Dorian Otvos and Sig Herzig. | 
Naturally a made-to-order for Miss | 


Etting’s songalogs, it 
fills the bill and 
20-minute short. 
Miss Etting screened 
ally well; in fact better here than 
in some of her Par shorts. With | 
her vocal ability, current radio rep | 
and general okay screening, the | 
songstress is a cinch for a feature 
in one of those radio broadcasting- 
cycle pictures. Abel. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 

‘In the Cuianas’ 

8 Mins. 

Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 


A number of similar subjects on 
native dances, canoe paddling and 
bread-making tend to make this of 
lesser interest in the ‘Carpet’ series. 

Lumberjacks in the Guianas and 
their method of hauling a huge 
trunk comprise the best angle from 


adequately 


makes for a nice | 


exception- 


Waly. 





‘BELIEVE tT OR NOT’ 
Robert L. Ripley 

6 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 5307 


Presentation idea by Rip as part 
of a ship’s concert has been done 
before by him. Still it’s as good an 
introductory as any. 

Usual believe-it-or-nots embrac- 
ing newsreel, library and sketch 
stuff. A nice 6 mins. Abel. 





SCARFACE 


Howard Hughes production and United 
Artists release. Directed by Howard 
Hawks. Paul Muni featured. Adapted by 
Ben Hecht from Armitage Trail’s novel. 
Treatment and dialog by W. R. Burnett, 
John Lee Mahin and Seton I. Miller. Lee 
Garmes and L. W. O'Connell, photography. 
At the Rivoli, N. Y., for grind run starting 
May 19. Running time, 90 mins. 


Tony Camonté....ccesesesesss+ Paul Muni 
Cesca och 6ebeeeseebcedecices (me Dvorak 
POPPY cccccccccccceccocccess- Karen Morley 
LOVO .ccccccccesccsescces+ssOsgood Perkins 
Gaffney OOOOH EOE OHH HHH ee eee Boris Karloff 
Guarino ceccesesevesess++-C. Henry Gordon 
Rinaldo 60960 600600 bbccc cco (ss Raft 
Publisher wccccccccccccoceees Furnen : Pratt 


Angelo ....+.. 06666000 60066600 VECO ues 
Mrs. Camonte....csessseveeess Ines Palange 
Chief of Detectives......... Edwin Maxwell 
Managing Editor.....6+...+- Tully Marshall 


That powerful and gripping sus- 
pense which is in all gangster pic- 
tures is in this one in double doses 
and makes it compelling entertain- 
ment. Presumably the last of the 
gangster films, on a promise, it is 





going to make people sorry that 
there won’t be any more. And that) 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Scarface’ (UA). Strong 
gangster picture, full of brutal- 
ity and high powered excite- 
ment. First rate performances 
by large cast and .excellent 
production. Should draw where- 
ever it can play. 

‘Tenderfoot’ (WB). Remade 
‘Butter and Egg Man’ with Joe 
FE. Brown as a cowboy in New 
York, Usual Brown 
not up to ‘Fireman.’ 


comedy, 


‘Woman In Room 13’ (Fox). 
Old hoke drama further hoked 
up for fan purposes. Result 


is pretty much of a dud, with 
a field of usefulness confined 
to the minors. Even there it 
is lacking in sensational ex- 
ploitation possibilities. 

‘Two Seconds’ (FN). Robin- 
son starrer for average grosses 
in average houses. A ‘different’ 
sort of role for Robinson. Gen- 
eral slowness and stodgy over- 
dramatics won't draw the 
flaps, nor will a tragic finale 
help. Chiefly a man’s picture. 

‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff). Hommel) 
subject with no b. o. punch 
and featuring an unknown, 
Charlotte Henry. Only billing 
names are Beryl Mercer and 
James Kirkwood. Emergency 
piece only. 

‘Spirit of the West’ (Allied). 
Hoot Gibson in a Western with 
a strong comedy slant. Good in 
its class and a little different. 

‘Hell’s Headquarters’ (May- 
fair). African adventure story 
with a Hollywood accent. Falls 
short of the punch needed to 
raise it to better than average. 

‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par). 
Leslie Howard featured in an 
English-made Par. Too talky 
and English for general Amer- 
ican consumption. Satisfactory 
for minority and light returns 
indicated. 











despite the many arguments against 
the gang-type talker. 

Regardless of the moral issues, 
‘Scarface’ is entertainment on an 
important scale. It isn’t for chil- 
dren to see. And it’s pretty strong 
even for adults. But to keep people 
away from the theatre it plays will 
be about the same as keeping ’em 
out of speakeasies. Especially at 
the present moment, through the 
censors and others having made 
gang films practically illicit. 

‘Scarface’ contains more cruelty 
than any of its predecessors, but 
there’s a squarer for every killing. 
It uses all the modern artillery 
tricks ever conceived by imaginative 
scenario writers who read newspa- 
pers and contributes a few more of 
its own. It bumps off more guys 
and mixes more blood with rum than 
most of the past gangster offerings 
combined. The blows are always 
softened by judicial preachments 
and sad endings for the sinners. 
But the punch is in the violence, the 
killings, the motives and the success 
of the cast in giving the director 
what he wants. 

Paul Muni, George Raft, Vince 
Barnett, Osgood Perkins, C. Henry 
Gordon, Ann. Dvorak and Karen 
Morley play it as if they'd been do- 
ing nothing else all their lives. It 
may be that gangster stuff is the 
easiest to portray, for the most out- 
standing performances in the past 
few years have been in this type of 
picture. However, there has also 
been some bad acting in the gang 
series, mostly througn overacting, 
but none of it’s in this one. 

Muni, with a scar from his ear to 





The Woman’s Angle 


ied 





‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par). The 


prince and wins the hand of a high-born lady. A delightful fable, told | 


head waiter who masquerades as a 


a bit too airily for whole-hearted American response, has social back- 


grounds, risque situations and a charming Leslie Howard performance | 


to lure metropolitan ladies. 


‘A Nous La Liberte’ (Tobis). 


Satirical 
' sound, photography and delicate direction. 
femme intelligentsia patronizing the 


buffoonery lightly spun with 
Fine fare for that limited 
foreign language theatres. 





‘Scarface’ (UA). The dominating 


magnetic personality of Paul Muni 


supplies this history of a gangster with the flap appeal usually missing 


in former pictures of its kind, His 


cination for the little ladies. 


virile cruelty only increases his fas- 





‘Two Seconds’ (FN). Flashback 


through 


the events that sentence a 


condemned man to the electric chair sacrifices fanette attention by im- 


mediately disclosing an inevitable, 
opinion of women 
for youth and great 


audiences. 


sympathy 


and choice of Edward G. 
make 


tragic ending. Film’s unfavorable 
Zobinson in a role that calls 


it a weak feature for feminine 


—— 


‘The Tenderfoot’ (WE). 
turned into laborious slapstick to a: 


and stat 


, -# ¢ 
unimportant 


Satire of the original ‘Butter and Egg Man’ 


-commodate Joe E. Brown. Subject 


to feminine audiences. 


his jaw, is Scarface. He’s tough 
enough here to make Capone his 
errand boy. And convincing along 
with it, which has as much as any- 
thing else to do with the picture's 
merit. 


There is none of the ‘Public 
Enemy's’ tracing the mugg from 
boyhood to blame environment for 
the cause, this time. Muni is a bad 
one in the first spin of the spindle, 
murdering a gent while he (Muni) 
is still just an introductory shadow 
on the wall. 
atic aria before shooting the cannon, 
which signalizes when he's going to 
kill somebody from then on. 





| Plot traces the rise of Scarface 
from the position of bodyguard for 
an early district beer baron to the 
booze chief of the whole city. Along 
the way he overthrows his employer 
jand later his him slain. He even} 
|cops the boss’ girl. She's a wicked 


blonde with a love for gunmen and 
guntire, and she of all the 
}left unpunished at the finish. At 
| least, she’s eliminated in the elimi- 
| nation process by simply dropping 
|}out of the picture, 

No mistaking the locale after the 
| first scene, which suggests the kill- 
ing of Jim Colisimo on 22d street, 
Chicago, while the title is enough 
of a suggestion in itself. Muni'’s 
pictured progress in the booze line 
is familiar, but the resemblance 
stops at the finale, in which he is 
hung. The Valentine's Day mas- 
sacre and all the other 
ities are fn. 
| This hanging 
original ending. It was ordered out 
{in some spots, with the gangster 
| meeting death in another manner, 
| Ras in the New York print at the 
' 


Rivoli it's present. As the build-up 


there is a coutroom lecture from the | 


judge, in which Scarface is advised 
that hanging is a just fate for him; 


then the hanging itself,.with all but} 


ithe plunge through the trap pic- 
|tured, and that clarified well enough 
iby sound effects. Midway lectures 
are delivered by the chief of detec- 


then to cue the activities of Scar- 
face. 

Title sheet at the opening con- 
demns gangster rule and makes a 
well-worded demand on the au- 
thorities to do something about it. 
Then, turning on the audience, it 
asks, ‘And what are you going to 
do about it?’ Forgetting all other 
preliminaries it gets down to im- 
mediate action. The pace is sus- 
tained all the way, with even the 
periodical lectures and preachments 
unable to stem the tide of gunman- 
ship. 


Excellence in the technical end 
reaches its peak on the receiving 
end of the countless shooting af- 
frays. The bullets appear to land 
all about the players and one such 
bit is particularly mystifying. Scar- 
face is in the driver’s seat of a 
closed sedan with his would-be ex- 
ecutors pusuing. When the chasers 
drive along side they start sboot- 
ing. The side window in back of 
Muni’s head and between Muni and 
the gunmen cracks in three or four 
places as would bullet proof glass. 


Scarface grabbing the boss’ girl 
is one of two motives which carry 
the plot and eventually bring about 
its conclusion. The other involves 
Scarface’s young sister, of whom 
he is jealous to the point of insan- 
ity, and his best friend and shoot- 
ing companion. When Scarface re- 
turns from Fiorida to find Cesca 
and Rinaldo living in the same 
apartment he shoots Rinaldo with- 
out asking questions. He doesn’t 
know they have been married the 
day before. 

This is the finish of Scarface, for 
it leads to his capture and then 
the hanging for Rinaldo’s murder. 
His sister is killed by police bul- 
lets in a barricaded apartment af- 
fray that leads to the ending. 
When captured Scarface cringes, 
whines and pleads while staggering 
down the stairs, which is another 
blow softener for the picture. The 
detectives keep saying the yellow 
will show sooner or later. 

George Raft will get most of the 
sympathy and much of the favor- 
;able reaction for his Rinaldo, He 
talks little and habitually tosses a 
;coin while doing most of his pal’'s 
| private gat wor.:. When Scarface 
erroneously rubs him out he man- 
jages to top a performance that’s 
first rate all the way. Karen Mor- 
ley has to fight an apparently nat- 
ural air of refinement to get into 
the moll atmosphere, but in spite 
of a few lapses into too proper 
delineation, she makes her part sit 
up and talk. Ann Dvorak is okay 
as the kid sister, but has improved 
in later pictures, Vince Parnett, 
the pro ribber, is a pleasant sur- 
prise with a capital comedy per- 
formance in his first picture. 

They've ruined plenty of auto- 
mobiles, broken flocks of plate glass 
windows and torn up miles of stu- 
|dio streets for the shootings and 
paeeemee battles, All of which runs 
the production bill to the point 
| where ‘Scarface’ will have to strug- 
| gle for its investment return. An 
l additional handicap is the ban In 
several major spots. But it has 
fand it will undoubtedly pull heavy 
| business wherever it plays if in the 
free version caught in New York 

DBige. 








He whistles an oper-| 


gang is| 


known bat-| 


was the picture's} 


tives and a newspaper publisher. A! 
managing editor is used now and| 


———B 


| TENDERFOOT 


Warner Bros. production and release stare 
ring Joe E. Brown and featuring Ginger 
| Rogers. Story and adaptation by Arthur 
Caesar, Monty Banks and Earl Baldwin: 
directed by Ray Enright. Gregg Toland, 





caméra; Owen Marks, editor: Esdras Hart- 
ley, art dir-ctor At the Strand, N. eo 
May 19, for one week on a grind run. 
Running time, 73 mins, 
UU, nae Joe E. Brown 
Ruth Cebsccocs Sec vecesesceces Ginger Rogers 
Ce RANGE. 6 ccc ces cbecicces one Cody 
MED BEGETIN. cocccccs Be eens Vivian Oakland 
OT SP rere eer reccces -Robert Greig 
PORE “20 a cétaeun bEaoS . 2 Wilfred Lucas 
POSCAP ..ccccescoscceseses- Spencer Charters 
} De AT cccwoccosedecseddes Ralr Ince 
ER, Se | aE Mar Byron 
Wa I Kol ir 
5 oa ceteer . o* is Richard Cramer 
ninesitta 
Not roing to be easy for Joe 
Brown to build on ‘Fireman’ and he 
doesn't do it 'n ‘The Tenderfoot’ in 
| spite of a number of belly laughs 
ind a flock of chuckles. Latter are 
| too widely spaced at times and the 
j result is just a Joe Brown program- 
mer which means that -nore reli- 
} ance is placed on his large mouth 


and vociferous yell than on plot or 
writing. It ought to ¢o well where 
they like lowdown comedy and one- 
| nighters will get business on the 
| Strength of the previous picture. 

Where it holds more than a day it 

|; may sag. Chief handicap is a soggy 
middie with a fair opener and a bet- 
ter climax, From the press book it 
would appear that some of the fall- 
}ing action has been clipped, which 
helps. Runs only one scene beyond 
the climax. Photography ranges 
from poor to fair, settings adequate, 
Sound strident but will do, and di- 
rection overstressed. 
Brown is a Texas cowboy 
i;comes to New York to in 
| bankroll into a fortune. He passes 
up & pair of confidence men and 
evades a station siren, but he buys 
| 49% of a turkey show which opens 
in Syracuse, and when the other 
partners fire the typewriter, with 
| Whom Brown has fallen in love, he 
| buys the other 51% to put her back. 
| Costumes are attached before the 
Broadway opening, so they play a 
modern melodrama in a set of 
| Shakespearean costumes they find 
in the theatre and the critics rave 
over the exquisite satire. His suc- 
cess attracts the attention of rack- 
eteers who kidnap the girl, and 
Brown shoots his way out of the 
one well-built sequence. 

Both script and direction are 
overboard on emphasis, but now 
and then.a good laugh, as when the 
cowman tumbles into a cheap cafe 
where he sees a bunch of supposed 
punchers who turn out to be nance 
chorus boys from the theatre next 
door, Most of the invention is 
found in the abduction sequence, 
which is nicely built up. In be- 
tween there is a lot of stuff about 
an angle of show business which 
probably will not greatly interest 
the hinterland, which cares only for 
backstage stuff and not production 
Syps. Once or twice Brown goes 
in for heavy stuff, not very success- 
fully, and he had one overlong scene 
in which he tells his new partner 
the outline of the play. It was 
funny until it became tiresome. 

Here and there a deep blue gag 
that is out of place in a picture 
supposed to be aimed partly at the 
children. It wculd have been as 
funny without the dirt. 

Brown is about the same as usual 
except that in this he wears a cow- 
boy hat and rig. He projects him- 
self mostly by main strength, which 
is largely the fault of his direction. 
Ginger Rogers does well by the part 
of the stenographer and Lew Cody 
is smooth as the managerial slicker. 
The other characters are in better 
hands than the writing deserves. 


who 
his 


WOMAN IN ROOM 13 


Fox production and release, starring 
Elissa Landi. Directed by Henry King. 
Adaptation by Guy Bolton from the stage 
play by Samuel Shipman, Max Marcin and 





Percival Wilde. Photographed by John 
Seitz. At the Roxy, New York, week of 
May 20. Running time, 58 mins. 

Fr ., WPT 96 000s cebeege Elissa Landi 
John Bruce......++ees+see+-Ralph Bellamy 
Paul Ramsey.......e-eseeeeeNeil Hamilton 
Sari Lodar..... sreccesccecesss. Myrna Loy 
Victor Legrand..... eeee-..- Gilbert Roland 
Howard Ramsey..c.cosccess Walter Walker 
Tonelli..... Peeeleeeeoecccseeds Luie Alberni 
Andy...... sseeeerceeeee-Charley Grapewin 





A futile bit of pure mechanical 
theatre made into the same sort of 
a screen play and just another fac- 
tory-made release. When they 
write down Sam Shipman originals 
for the masses they reach the low- 
est common denominator of fan in- 
telligence, and that’s ‘The Woman 
in Room 13.’ For the Roxy and any 
other week stand deluxe audience 
it’s just an hour's wait for the sce- 
nario-maker to finish his trans- 
parent dramatic maneuverings. 

Any Broadway assemblage will 
reach the next step one jump or 
more ahead of the film's unréeling. 
When the play saw the footlights 
it was juvenile entertainment. In 
the years between, picture audi- 
ences have been well educated, ond 
thie sort of stuff is hopelessly out- 





dated. Story is a series of labored 
big acting scenes, desperately con- 
i trived, and they fool r body 

| Climactic episode is a sample of 
| the play subtleties A daring de- 
|tective has chemed to have the 
wrong man convicted of a murder 
by using a dictaphone. His motive 
w to get revenge upon the wife 


and ruined his 
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Don’t let old man Slump sneak up 
on you. Beat him to it! Lead with 





your right! A real promotion drive 
right at the start of Summer will 
take the edge off the slack season. 
And here’s the ONE Big Idea for it. 
from Warner Bros. — 


MAKE JUNE 4°t 10 

















The big HIT-and-RUN man’s greatest comedy coup! 
Loaded with possibilities for peppy exploitation. 
Give it the works and they’ll give you the dough! 
~And these extra cast names are so much velvet = 


GINGER ROGERS ~ ~ LEW CODY | 


A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


WARNER BROS. © 
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FRANKLIN MAY REVIVE 
HIS PEANUT BIZ TRY 


* Hollywood, May 23. 

When Harold B. Franklin blew 
the Hughes-Franklin organization 
he also dropped the ‘I Love,’ a pop- 
corn and peanut venture which he 
was going to make nationwide. 

Franklin spent considerable 
money investigating the intricacies 
of roasting and vending popcorn 
and peanuts by having people check 
up eastern establishments. Then 
he was. going to open stores ad- 
jacent to each of the H-F 





convince patrons that no show was 
complete without ‘I Love’ confec- 
tions or munching accessories. 

However, with the H-F blowoff 
the investment went for naught. It 
may be revived again since his con- 
nection with REO 


» 
WB Operation Economy 
Instead of Cut in L. A. 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Despite the 10%. salary cut an- 
nounced for Warner theatre execu- 
tives, all received their previous 
checks last week. 
An ‘or else’ implication has them 





houses | 
and in conjunction with the latter 


interested in house economy to the | 


limit. 





JULES 
LENZBERG 


Associate Conductor 





with 


Dr. HUGO RIESENFELD 


Roxy Theatre 
New York 

















FANCHONé MARCO 


‘Featured Acts- 








The Mad Wags of Malibu 


BERNIE and WALKER 


“ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 








. “All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 


Mae Murray’s “Parisian Revue” 


JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” 
Mae Murray's “Parisian Revue” 


STEVE SAVAGE 


“JOE E. BROWN” 
With “Star Night” Idea 
Dir. HARRY LEVINE 


GILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 






































JOE and JANE 


Mc KENNA 


Headlining 
FOX, PHILADELPHIA 
“Stitch In Time” Idea 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


NOVAK =4FAY | 








L. A. Showmanship 





Los Angeles, May 23. 

Some of the downtown 
grinds, already offering two 
features for a dime, are two- 
for-oneing admissions. 

One house hands out the 
duo-admission passes in front 
of the ticket window. 











Bandit Takes Receipts 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 
Using a secret signal,-by which 


ushers gain access to the mana- 
ger’s office, a lone bandit last week 
held up Samuel Meminger, manager 
of the small downtown Ritz theatre, 
and escaped with the evening’s re- 
ceipts, $271. Thief bound Meminger 
with adhesive tape. 





Manager said the knock used by 
the robber was identical with the! 
signal . aslopted by himself and 
ushers who summon him for urgent 
business. Bandit also made Mem-| 
inger remove his trousers and 
placed them in the safe, getting a 
20-minute start before help could 
be obtained. 

DROP SCOTT’S STORY 
Hollywood, May 23. 
‘Lone Cowboy,’ to have been 


| Randolph Scott's first starring film, 


| at the start of the month to 


| 
| 
| 
pictures 
| 
li 
| 


has been thrown out by 

due to story trouble. 
Studio now searching for a 

yarn for the elongated star. 


Paramount 


new 


And Manager’s Pants 


ithe 


| , 
|} adelphia, 





PICTURES 








HI-HAT ADS IN F-WC 
WILSHIRE CLASS TRY 


Los Angeles, May 23, 
Fox-West Coast Is trying to build 
|; up the Wilshire theatre, Beverly 
| Hills, as the class picture house of 
the L, A. territory. Site now being 
allotted advertising space in 
| downtown 
i the 








that Who’s Who in 
and society satisfy their pic 
naueteen at the Wilshire. 


idea 
} tures 


' 
' 
] 
| 
| ture 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


PUBLIX’S TEXAS NOTICE 
Ready to Discs Stage Shows for 
Summer Next Month 
Dallas, May 23. 

Publix posted notices last week 
| for all musicians, stagehands and 
operators in a majority of its de- 
luxe operations in Texas. Musi- 
| cians ultimatum terminates June 16 
|} with June 2 deadline for other em- 





ployees. 
Move 
double 


shows for 


is interpreted as serving the 


purpose of dropping 
the summer, and 
for closing, if necessary 
of the weaker stands. 


stage 
pave 
| of 


way 
some 


Spencer in Philly 
Syracuse, May 23. 
Perry Spencer, who left here with 
belief that he was through, 


| when removed as manager Warners 
| Strand folowing criminal libel con- 


viction over 
operating 


‘Mouthpiece,’ is 
the Lindy theatre, 
for the Stanley Co. 

Counsel for Warners has appealed 
the local conviction, 


now 
Phil- 


April Production Survey 


Production curve climbed steadily 
39 as it 
tures working, 

Comedy activity, however, 
of 1.5 in production. 


Warners kept the top of the list as reached in March, 


in work continuously. 


away down the active list last month. 
City plant had only two pictures working. 


Metro, 


Hollywood, May 23. 
during April from 28 features active 
closed. Daily average was 33.9 fea- 


highest of the last six months. 
was the lowest in two years with an average 


maintaining six 
second busiest in March, slid 
For two weeks the big Culver 
Radio studio replaced Metro 


in second place with better than five feature companies. 
Independent activity dropped sharply, many plans being announced, but 


few omen: actually made. 


the | 
newspapers and selling | 
pic- | 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“KEEP KLOWNING” 


(May 20) Paradise, New York 








also to | 








(Educational, 








r—-April, 
Features Shorts 
Feature Studios 
Warner-FN .. 6.4 
PEE bsxeescee Be 
POS bc saces coe 5.1 
Universal ...+. 4.8 > 
Paramount .... 3.1 
2 ram 
Columbia ...... 2.2 
United Artists. ap 
Oe 
Leasing and Comedy 
International .. = 
Tec-Art sercrce 3 
ee ae ee aes | . 
Monogram ...> 7 
DGrmour.i-roe os 4 
WGP wssscédenae 20 A 
Metr opolitan be we 3 
Working Daily 33.9 1.5 





*Combined studios 





Total units monthly: January 
April 35.4. 
33 FEATURES 
Warner 

Working 

Days 

‘Dark Horse «wccccccccsesccsece OO 

CE, De sa shc ed sbanesorene petese ae 

‘Jewel Robbery’ ......6. seounte ae 

‘Week-End Marriage’ ..ecess 27 

‘New York Town’ .....e+- sosce 26 

"‘COMPOtILION® 6... .cscccecveses so an 
Radio 

‘Bird of Paradise’ ......eceeeee 79 

‘State’s Attorney’ ...-..cee6 ° 44 

‘Westward Passage’ ...cceee 24 
Fox 

‘Society Girl’ so... .ccccesens , 36 

‘Man About Town’ ...seeeceree 26 

‘Death Valley’ ....cccescseses 26 

Columbia 

‘American Madness’ ..sssees+s 38 

Criminal Court? ....cseessees8 2 

‘Born to Trouble’ .....seseeree 13 
Metro 

‘Strange Interlude’ ........0+5 #9 

Huddte”’ (MS. ccccscaccion 45 





APRIL PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


In 16 Coast Studios 
Hollywood, Roach, Standard, dark) 
1932 Units Active-~ 


COMPLETED IN APRIL, 1932 


--Year Averages— 








Total 1931 1928-30 
6.4 42 9.3¢ 
5.3 §.2¢ 4.4¢ 
5.1 4.3 6.2 
5.1 3.1 46 
3.1 4.5 5.3 
7 45 5.3 
2.6 3:3 2.9 
1.9 1.4 ma? 

- 5 1.9 
’ rm, ee 
s 9 1.3 
8 5 » ] 
ej iF 6 
4 A Be 
4 P ° 
x: me. 2.8 
30.4 34.1 47.9 
30.7, February 33.5, March 32.7, 


Like-Weeks 
Working 
Days 
‘Against Orders’ © Peeereseoreses 7 
‘Gorilla Ship’ bewense eee cesecee 6 
Willis Kent 
‘Texas Tornado’ ....... ssscces § 
‘Sceance Murder’ ....... coseoe & 
Carr-Monogram 
Mason of the Mounted’ ....cece 6 
Law of the Northv’ ...sccccose eo § 
Miscellaneous 
‘Thunder Below’ (Paramount) 44 
‘Radio Patrol’ (Universal) .e.. 24 
Strangers of the Evening’ 
(TiMANY) 2 oseccscossessee cooe 13 
A Man's Land’ (Allied) eeccce 9 
Par A Maverick’ 
(Briskin-Columbia) cecccocces $ 
‘Shandy’ (John Clein) .ccccccese 3 
The Midnight Lady’ (Chester- 
field) Ccereresser eer eeeeeeeoeoe 5 
‘Six Guns’ (Supreme) ceccnecce 6 


ital Alarm’ 


(Chadw ick-Monogram) ooeeee 4 
Panamint Jack’ 
(Henr CGOldston®) ceseccssecce Hf 





COLLINS 


PETERSON 


A FLING OF FUN 
STAN 


KAVANAGH 


Dir -AL, GROSSMAN 
CHESTER HALE’S 
24 BEST STEPPERS 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“BROADWAY REVUE” 


(May 21), Loew's, Jersey City 


STARRING 
HARRY 


ROSE 


“The Broadway Jester” 


ir. Wm 





Morris 


rHE TELEPATHIC HUMORIST 


FRESCOTT 


BUSTER SHAVER 


OLIVE & GEORGE BRASNO 


in 


“Brief Moment” 





| 








CHANEY | 


‘Dancing Stars of 
Two Continents’ 


Dir. : 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“THREE SCREENS” 


(May 21), Palace, Washington 


FRANKLYN 


| DAMORE 
FOX ahs 


AND 


JACK LANE 


‘Do You Want 
to Wrestle” 
Alex: Hanlon 


Johnny Hyde Dir. 








AL JOSEPH 
NORMAN GRIFFIN 
2? Comedian ? 
Distinctive 
Thanks to Styles in Songs 
Johnny Hyde 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FRIVOLITIES” 


(Week May 21), 


GEORGE 


DORMONDE 


ey ! 
Scientific Nonsense” 
Je shnny Hiyde, Morris Office 


Dir.: 


TOMMY : and BETTY 


WONDER 


“The Dancing Wonders” 


LDir.: Wm. Morris Office 


W. E. RITCHIE 


“The Original Tramp Cyclist” 
The Bicycle Ballet 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FRIVOLITY GIRLS 








Ohio, Columbus 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“PARISIENNE” 


_ (May _21), , Valencia, Jamaica, _New York 





FRANK RADCLIFF 


with 


GENE RODGERS 
“DARK DOINGS” 


Dir. CHAS. FITZPATRICK 





THE 


LEE GAILS 


DIR: JOHN '] JOHN’ HICK KEY 


ANITA AVILA 
a JACK NILE 


DANCERS 


Style — Sophistication — Humor 


SILVIA NELSON 





Singer of Charm and Beauty 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DIVE IN” 


(May 21), Century, Baltimore 








“Pepping Up the Show” 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 





MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 





MACK, HAROLD and 


BOBBY 
“KIDS KIDDIN’” 
Dir: CARGILL-DOBSON 





JEANNE DEVEREAUX 
PREMIER DANCER 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932” 


____ (Week | May 21), Oriental, Chieage 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FORWARD MARCH” 


ey at). State, ee mn 














JIMMY 


SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


“‘Croonaders of Song”’ 


Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


PEG LEG BATES 


World’s Greatest Monoped Dances 


Dir.: Nat Kalcheim, 


Agency 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-LITERS 


Wm, Morris 








Terrell & Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Dir.: Eddie Meyers 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


LOYALTA’S 


“Arabian Stallions” 
Dir. Chas. V. Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 





FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DANCE DREAMS” 


__ (Week _May 21), _ Michigan, Detroit 





Famous 


Buck» Bubbles 


“Rhythm ‘Sei Sale” 


Personal Direction: Nat Nazzaro 


IVAN TRIESAULT 


International Dancer 
and Pantomimist 


OLIVE SIBLEY 





“The Songbird of Two Continents 


Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 





MARY MILES 


Hollywood’s Acrobatic Sensation 


Dir.: ll-Dobson 


Carg 





Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels 











LOEW PRODUCTION 


A 
“WESTWARD HI-HO” 


(Week May 21), Loew's, Rochester 


BARCLAY 














FOUR 


CARLTON BOYS 


“Knockin’ Around” 
__ Per. Di Dir.: I Irv ; & Chas. Vv. _V. Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-HO GIRLS 
‘OSCAR RAGLAND 


ROBT. G. PITKIN 























NOL I EA TN Ra eA a 
=e 


bony Gn RSS 


SIRE RPI OEE 


OE AE A IA 





ee ee 





~ a A e 





ve see a 


Scar st Nats aes 




















ce ee oe 


egpen tha a” 


- 
en Ce ee Pee ae ee ee 














H 
: 
) 
| 
i 
ij 
4 
\3 
| 
te 
i 
| 
; 
h 
hy 
te 
ide 
i 
3, 
3 
ei 
rs 
b B 
#, 
nt 
a] 
a 
a 
ri 
; 
e 
* 






: 


} 


32 VARIETY 


Tuesday, May 24, 1952 








IT HAPPEN 


EVERY Y 


An unsuspected gold-mine! 


A picture that leaps out of the 
pack and creates history! 


And fortunate is the exhibitor who 
is awake to the opportunity! 


We were advised by our studio 
that “Huddle” was a swell picture! 


But most M-G-M pictures are swell — 


THIS ONE IS SENSATIONAL! 
A BOX-OFFICE NATURAL AS SURE 
AS YOU’RE A SHOWMAN! 


Plug it! Advertise! Promote! 
You'll thank us for the tip-off! 


IT HAPPENS 
1 ONCE EVERY 
YEAR! 


With scarcely a warning! With hardly a 
word of advance notice! Every year with- 
out fail one motion picture slips out of 
Hollywood unheralded, to win world 
fame, suddenly, overnight to become 
the talk of all motion picture audiences! 


The underground reports from Holly- 
wood whispered that Ramon Novarro in 
“Huddle” should be watched! Those who 
saw it in advance showings predicted it 
would be 1932’s Surprise Screen Hit! 


And now that prophecy has come true! 
This glorious motion picture is here. 
Ramon Novarro at the height of his 
career portraying a boy fighting snobbery 
and wealth at college, climbing to the 
top, living, loving, winning your heart 


We predict 
every minute of it! What makes great 


it will be 
America’s 
choice! 


motion picture entertainment? Action, 
thrills, beauty,romance, luxury, laughter? 
Yes, they're all here, with that extra 
something that reaches into your heart 
and tells you.“ Here is something grand!” 








with 
MADGE EVANS 
UNA MERKEL 
RALPH GRAVES 


Directed by SAM WOOD 
Story by FRANCIS WALLACE 


Starts TODAY 
STATE 


180 LINES 





4 COLS x 








eee Ss 


: . Sage ne 


arts 





ES 
SPECIAL 
EXTRA 
CAMPAIGN— 


Prepared in addition to our 
press-sheet ads. Write for 
mats, at cost! 


M-G-M ADVT. DEPT. 
1540 B’°WAY, N. Y. C. 


TOP: 
3 col. x 160 


4 col. x 175 


RIGHT: 
2 col. x 150 





a 
ss 


STAY 















ORROW 








| Starts 


BU: 


2COLS x 150 LINES 


“Is this THE BEST 
PICTURE of the YEAR?” 
“¥ a 


ONCE 
AR: 








By Francis Wallace 
Directed by 


6AM WOOD 
Of course li's 


mETRO- 
FRIDAY \ MAYER 


GOLDWYR- 
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—strong pictures or weak 
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® What Fanchon & Marco stage shows are doing 
for the Academy, N. Y., they can do for you. 


e If you’re having your UPS and DOWNS let 
F, & M. keep your box office STEADY. 


Offices 
OOD e SAN FRANCISCO e@ SEATTLE @ MILWAUKEE @ NEW YORK 






KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 





Soldier Boys 
Karl Dane and Johnny Burke co- 
featured in Fanchon and Marco 
“Buddies” Idea, directed by Gae 
Foster. Johnny getting out misfit 
soldier’s uniform for this show, but 
Karl will show straight. Nina Oli- 
vette and Company also in. Ameri- 
can Legion tieup promises swell 

publicity wherever playing 


Musical Show 


By arrangement with Schwab and 
Madel, “Desert Song” becomes Fan- 
chon and Marco Idea, featuring 
Perry Askam and original Coast 
ca:t. Show had tremendous run as 
legit attraction at high admissions 
and many were angling for rights to 
condensed version. Opening shortly 
Loew's State, Los Angeles. 


Teddy Back 

Teddy King, famous F. & M. 
M.C. at Audubon, New York, back 
there again, producing comedy acts 
made up of local amateurs, in addi- 
tion to regular bill of Skouras-F. & 
M. vaude at that theatre. With 
Charles Carroll co-producer several 
real sock acts have been developed, 
and audiences getting reconciled to 
loss of Ed Lowry. 


Flo Featured 


Leonidoff’s newest Idea, as yet 
untitled, will have Flo Lewis, the 
O'Connor Family and Pasquali 
Brothers. Henri Therrien wowing 
them in “Malibu Beach” Idea. Does 
real novelty turn, showing first as 
stooge type and suddenly bursting 
forth into operatic seriousness, 
Firs‘ Fanchon and Marco engage- 
ment. 


Back Home 


Ruth Roland is back in the home 
burg, Los A., with “Cozy Corner” 
Idea showing at Loew's State, 
Much welcome home publicity cen« 
tering around theatre. Herb Jen- 
nings, Loew managerial ace and 
publicity hound extraordinary, mak- 
ing ballyhoo fuss over F. & M. stage 
shows in Memphis, where Jennings 
presides for Lionel Kene. 


Exotique Gal 


When Wampas saw Reri do her 
exotic specialty at their special 
show, they wanted to know when 
her “Tahiti” Idea would open. The 
Murnau - Zieggy discovery bowled 
the p.a. cynics over. Larry Ce- 
ballos has another innovation for 
this Idea, actual reproduction of 
Sunkists’ faces in chromium, worn 
in volcano finale. 





Happy Eddie 


Eddie Peabody's new one Is titled, 
“Eddie Peabody and His Happiness 
Show,” an ideal pep show for tor- 
rid times. Eddie took week’s vaca- 
tion on his ranch after Los Angeles 
opening, and 1 joins Idea in Frisco 
this week. Cast includes Tom and 
Hank, Jack and Jerry, Jessie 
Draper, Martha Vaughn, the Joy 
30ys, Mary and Marge. 


Zelda’s “Veils” 


Zelda Santley, the marvelous 
songstress and mimic, heading 
“Veils” Idea, takes over the Trixie 
Friganza date at Fox, St. Louis, 
due to Trixie following Ted Lewis 
into Fox, Frisco... Jack Lait, who 
does best-written Broadway column 
in America, upset because Ten 
Thousandth F. & M. Girl wears 5% 
shoe, ascribing it to the Garbo in- 
fluence, 





Chicago Winners 

World's Fair officials take notice! 
Denver Rocky Mountain News says, 
“If I. & M. giris on stage are a 
sample of what visitors to Chicago 
World's Fair may expect, the Windy 
City is going to do a turn-away 
with that festival.” Beth Lewis, 
Carlyle Bennett and cast also come 
in for strong praise in outstanding 
press rave, 


Sun Tan 
That beaut taking daily sun bath 


on hotel roofs along Ff. & M. route 
is Racquel Torres, star of “Malibu 


Beach” Idea, who wants to keep 
that South Sea tan. New stars go- 
ing into Fanchon and Marco ideas 
are Roy Kogers, Flo Lewis, Sylvia 
Clark, Chamberlin and Hines. Max- 
j Lewis, Lassiter Brothers and 


Du Val into Larry Ceballo’s next 
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with 


CHARLES BICKFORD 
PAUL LUKAS: «22% 
EUGENE PALLETTE 


Bi: 


DIRECTED BY RICHARD WALLACE 


From the novel by Thomas Rourke 


Tallulah Bankhead comes into her own! The real 


Tallulah—the star! Sensuous, glamorous, gorgeous! In 


a great picture from a best-selling novel, with a strong 
cast designed to send her to the very peak of popularity! 


A throbbing, vibrant story of a love-torn woman in a 


lonely colony of white men . . . irresistible, unresisting 
—she trades honor for'love; and finds penance. 
THUNDER BELOW will make BANKHEAD one of the 
biggest box office names—it will make you one of 
the biggest box office grosses you've ever had! 
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Skouras Letting 
Division M’s’rs 


Pick Own Films 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Charles Skouras and J. J. Sulli- 
yan Fox-West Coast film buyer, 
left here Friday (20) for a tour of 


the circuit before going east to buy 
next product. Pair will 
reach New York late in June. 

New whereby all division 
managers will convene in New York 
to have final on what 
will play their houses, has been.in- 
augurated. Skouras hrothers feel the 
division heads know more about 
what their theatres can sell than 
any centralized tuying department. 

Managers will make recommend- 
ations to J. J. Sullivan and Edward 
Alperson. This will, give the man- 
agers more leeway in operation and 
eliminates the possibility of divi- 
sion heads blaming business 
on bad bookings, is the thought. 


season's 
system, 


say 


pt or 


Expect Appeal Verdict 


On 306 Next Month. 


New York Court of Appeals is 
expected to rule, in June, on the 
question of whether the New York 
operators local (No. 306) can ‘picket 
theatres which employ members of 
the Empire union. 

In an effort to retain its jurisdic- 
tion over New York and Brooklyn, 
seriously endangered by the Empire 
decision in the lower courts, 306 will 
probably take the case to the U. S&S. 
Supreme Court. 

When decided against in the ac- 
tion of the Stillwell, Brooklyn, which 
forced a court order forbidding 
306 to picket that theatre employing 
Empire operators, 306 went 
the Appellate Division for an appeal 
which was granted. Meanwhile the 
Springer-Cocalis chain in New York 
and the Bronx, against which 306 
has directed a vigorous campaign, 
obtained an injunction against pick- 


eting and all other forms of union | 


pressure. Springer-Cocalis houses 
employ Empire men. 

Until 306 obtains a ruling from 
the Court of Appeals, it will do 
nething about appealing the S-C 
injunction. 


43 New England Locals 
Form Own Federation 








Worcester, May 23. 

For their ‘common protection,’ 
1,200 union motion picture operators 
and stagehands in four New Eng- 
land states have organized the New 
England Federation of Theatrical 
Employees. Some 43 locals are rep- 
resented. 

Members explain they have united 
in anticipation of the expiration of 
many locals’ contracts in Septem- 
ber. Temporary officers of the fed- 
eration are: Chairman, W. C. Scan- 
lon of Lynn, and secretary, W. A. 
Dillon, Fall River. Dillon is dis- 
trict representative for the I. A. 
a. 8. B. 

Federation is made up of mem- 
bers of 31 Massachusetts locals, six 
in Rhode Island, four in Maine, and 
two in New Hampshire. 





Katz, Warner Confer 


On House Policies 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Sam Katz and Jack Warner con- 
ferred last week on their local the- 
atre booking conditions and future 
product. 

Understood that the bookings for 
their respective circuits were dis- 
cussed. Locally, Publix has two 


houses, the Paramount and United | 


Artists. Warners operates five in 
Los Angeles — the Hollywood, 
Downtown, Western, Wilshire and 
Forum. e 





Ricketson-Skouras 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Rick Ricketson, 
Franklin had counted on joining his 
RKO executive staff, after leaving 


the management of the local Para- | 


mount, has aligned under the Skou- 
ras banner. 


Ricketson left for Denver where 


he will take over the division man- | 


agement 
Kohn, 


formerly held by Gus 





pictures |; 


| 








before 
| three 


U Closes Atlanta, May 
Darken, Rialto, Wash. 


Universal closed 


its Capitol, At- 
anta, Thursday (19), for the sum- | 


mer, and is also considering dark- | 


ening the Rialto, Washington, | 
where a policy of stage names, be- |! 
sides films, was tried recently. On 
the way down to Atlanta, W. A. | 
Raynis, assistant to Charles Paine 
U’s t.-asurer, ordered the U house 
in Danville boarded up 

Dan Michalove, of Warner B 
ers, arrived in Atlanta s 
day (17), with reports that he was 
looking over the Capitol. Warners 
is shy a house there. Capitol, ren 


for which is $1,100 weekly, 





B. O. Hypo 


Denver, May 23. 
Johnson & Johnson, father 
and son operators of drug- 


store, will reopen and operate 
the Mazda theatre, Ovid, Colo., 
in order to bolster their phar- 
macy, 

siz at the latter dropped off 
when the independent opera- 
he Mazda called it quits 


tor ot 











Loew Closing Broad, Ohio 
Straight Films, Columbus 


Columbus, May 23 


fore ed to a low ol aE bv admisl Loew nas dec ided to « se 
cuts of the opposition j . 
, —- ’ {Broad here June & House has 
Juring the past two weeks, U 





has closed Gown in Indian snolia been operating on a straight picture 
and Milwaukee where it operated | Policy. 
on first run. The Ohio goes straight film the 
———— | same date. It has been playing 
} units, 


Chains Dislike Cal. | 
Labor Deals Which 


Expire New Year’s 


Because the major circuits no like 


the labor contracts entered into be- | 


tween the Skouras Frothers and 
the Coast locals, negotiations with 
the unions for new conditions and | 
terms are apt to run for a pro-, 
tracted period. Phase of the 
&kouras agreements which finds 
disfavor with the circuits is the 
date of expiration, Jan. 1, 1934. 
New Year's is considered a poor 


time for a labor contract 
and to invite trouble. 
Skouras' Brothers 
concessions in the 
some running as high as 20%, 
majors feel that having 
contracts expire on Jan. 1 is a 
harmful precedent. Hence, negotia- 
tions now taking place in New York 
are on a customary 
basis running from 
September. The unions, 
want a contract for either two or 
years, the laborites offering 
concessions to gain that end. 


received 
way of c 


vear-to-year 





First Katz Week 


Publix is lining up what will be 
known as Sam Katz Week. It will 
start June 24 and constitute a drive 
among the theatres for increased 


showings at present costs. While 
the drive will be similar in most 
of its aspects to others, the Sam 


Katz angle will be confined to the 
circuit instead of sold to the public. 
Also, there will be no prizes to 
the manager making the best show- 
ing. Reward will be possible pro- 
motion. A 135-page special manual 
has been prepared by Jack Hess as 
a guide for managers during Katz 
week, including numerous don'ts. 


to expire | 
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important 
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Pooling in Theatre Situations 
A Chief Concern at Present 


Consolidations and pooling of 
WB Has Closed 30, but | theatre operation in losing situa- 


it are active to cut down losses 
Doesn’t Want to Turn Keys « 


uring the summer months and pos- 
iblv thereafter. All the major cire- 





ions 


? + 7 « . 
ire in On severai curren aeais, 
Warner Bros. wil I si i vhole i) ) two il tiSKINS Lol permae 
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Warners is also opposed to turn-| one or more of the 1ins. Among 
and 


and 


Warners 


yx back any of its t 


500. 


heatres, roundly deals per ling are Skouras 


RKO and Le 
Warners with 


I Numerous reports, Paramount, 
that the chain would unload various 

groups between and the fall 
but this is emphatically denied. 


lumbering ew's 
Skouras 
now 


effected several 


York. 


have 
New 


and Skouras 


deals in upstate 




















THERE’S NO SCHOOL FOR COMICS 


OMEDIANS ARE BORN 


SEASONED BY EXPERIENCE 


AND SO ¢ SURVIVE 


ROSC 
ARBUCKLE 





“FATTY” 





RKO 
PALACE, NEW YORK 
THIS WEEK (MAY 21) 


Under Exclusive Management 


LEO MORRISON 
Associate JOE RIVKIN 








PRESENTS 
THAT FRESH AS PAINT ANDO MORE 
CHEERFUL, OFFICE BOY 


RAY COOKE- 
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and produces all the outstandingly successful 


Cc.c. BURR 


directs 


the classics of sereen humor! 
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LYONS & LYONS 


CAPTURE NEW YORK... : 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of EDMUND LOWE, VICTOR 
McLAGLEN, FIFI D’ORSAY, CHARLES JUDELS, now held over second big week 
at the CAPITOL THEATRE, New York. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of GOMEZ and WINONA, now at 
the ROXY, New York. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of “GIRL CRAZY,” with FRANCES 
UPTON, BERT GORDON, HAL THOMPSON, now at LOEW’S STATE, New York. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the successful tour of DOROTHY MACKAILL and Neil 
Miller at the PARAMOUNT, New York. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of FRANCES WILLIAMS, ANN 
PENNINGTON, LAWRENCE GRAY, Jack Sheehan, Harriette Lake, Andy and Louise 


Carr, Roy Roberts in “EVERYBODY’S WELCOME,” now at the PARAMOUNT, 
BROOKLYN. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of LILYAN TASHMAN and Sid. 
Silvers, now playing at the MASTBAUM, Philadelphia. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational forty-week tour of BETTY COMPSON 
with Fanchon & Marco, now at the PARADISE, Chicago. 








LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of CONCHITA MONTENEGRO 
with Fanchon & Marco, now at the PALACE, Springfield, Mass. 


LYONS & LYONS arranged the sensational tour of BEN LYON. 


LYONS & LYONS are now arranging Personal Appearance Tours and Radio Contracts 
for FRED STONE, DOROTHY STONE and PAULA STONE in “SMILING FACES” 
for a big picture house tour; “STUDENT PRINCE,” “BLOSSOM TIME” and other 
big triumphs that will shatter box-office records in picture theatres. 


LYONS & LYONS are arranging Personal Appearance Tours and Radio Contracts 
for LEW AYRES, PHIL BAKER, TED HEALY, GEORGE JESSEL, OLGA 
BACLANOVA, JIM BARTON, GRETA NISSEN, BERNICE CLAIRE, DOUGLAS 


FAIRBANKS, DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr.; WALTER HUSTON, LEW CODY 
and many others. © 








TO THEATRE OPERATORS 
Let LYONS & LYONS arrange a box-office lineup for you 


that will bring you good times attendance in any kind of 


TO STAGE, SCREEN AND 
RADIO ARTISTS 


Let LYONS & LYONS handle your business. Let LYONS 


























weather. Give LYONS & LYONS the chance to pack your 
theatre in any city from coast to coast. LYONS & LYONS 
can arrange a lineup of merchandise that will make your 


patrons talk, Let LYONS & LYONS worry for you. 


& LYONS book you for stage or radio engagements and 
assure you a long, prosperous SEASON. Let LYONS & 
LYONS explain a personal representation innovation that 
will mean the proper management and exploitation of the 
artists under their sponsorship. 


Communicate with 


LYONS & LYONS | 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE BUILDING 


NEW YORK CITY 


EQUITABLE BUILDING (Rex Bailey, Gen. Mer.) 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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} WOMAN IN ROOM 13 a is active and that in that | the picture for big grosses in the | wome » B ° is | a 
rief span of a couple of watch-| AA houses. Fair enough for tl mon. ut more than Heward is LENA RIVERS e 
= ee oe pap lel 5. é ¥ > F f 
(Continued trom page 29) = ks a — life races through| average weekly progr umers in the needed, and more than Howard is! 
nis mind. t requires tl ; . a ap agi ‘ ‘Reser : or ..}. Tiffany production. Educatik i 
career. His victim.is safely in jail] hour to present what Df wg — Stands. Robinson's personal What “Reserved for Ladies’ hasn't} pirected A. Phil R oo Fonte eee ; 
: ; : . ¢ «< z » td s ) Ww wu s i Fi - = pe ——e . wn | o . atte — > ‘ . 
and his case is foolproof, when he} Robinson’s mental review y is) fo TOWING, Qepectalts strong in the | Sot. A nice film which won't get! !ette Henry Based on story by Mary J. 
accepts the invitation of the ex- + ; se | bigger cities, will be taxed to the/ much business over here { Holmes Adaptation and dialog by Stuart 
wife to visit her and talk the whole Action shows him being hooked | fullest to sustain this one. Seeks Say = oe pags saeree B. Dutt Photog- 
case over. The surprise trick is that a = flukey marriage by a taxi! Combination of the tragic endine !_.- MAING basically wrong with the| x ¥. Week May 20. seadine ion a : 
she also has.a dictaphone concealed | C&)Ce! (Vivienne Osborne) whose! always b.o. poison for the masses | *@'%, for as an Adolphe Menjou} mins. ; : 
and his confession of the whole af- — — is that she could get; and the slow progression, are too | Silent and under a slightly different | Grand oo Keonewenees s+ Sm > tte Heary in 
fair is spread on the record. ay with more, with benefii of {much to be offset by the technical | title—Service ror 15: So (PS sai lls Salida jeonee 3 pA Lob 
That's the way things happen in clergy, than if single. Preston Fos- | niceties, nor poco ie Trane» Pr tas ae meet: = by s ror Ladies —it fared | ee ana =" 8072+ ++ +> eee Kirkwood 
the picture. If the screen transla- ter, who does a good job as Bud,/and his excellent support 7) ett o 2 oe ee. Sas But this ver- | Caroline ’ ry “omrton ei 
. : Recep . : Robinson’s buddy, and we peer? in : . i ; lat; sion Misses too many chances, be-! Mrs. Nichels Blyth : 
tion follows the play it must have . : iady, and w ho is ap-| particularly takes in Vivienne Os ing inclined to talk whe seit Nichols aythe aS 
taken most of the second act to parently a bit more worldly-wise | borne, who plays the wife with due | move ittle : tio aoe — should Grandfather........ .... Russell Simpson a? 
plant the story. Here the people} than Robinson, berates his pal for} restraint. color ine it sufficiently in , . orior aie : oy “_¥? " yond what is ae ; 8 
and the events don’t begin to reach being sap enough to go for the|! the preliminaries to hope for a p : : “see - . ee “a port literary way. — ; : 
for the spectators’ interest until | phoney marriage even though drunk| sible happy cuiinm tar « — +" r alos wi en smartly written and Tiffany may find solace in the 
along toward the middle of the foot-| @t the time Accidentalls while | her unsympathe tic assigy ment Wit en - cad > iow’ dae gg <b Rte = the hee ne uker attempt of Mrs 
age. The rest has been all pains- | both are arguing thus in a friendly|a progression of incidents. up un didn tx Gahan dein Perhaps| Holmes’ pop novel of some 20 years 
i taking preparation of the ground| mnmNer, atop a lofty girder, Bud rettineg Robinsot ia nea cad a ae : et . J : : oy Ss native/ago is a finer piece of screen fare 
f for the astonishing things that are | falls to his death. This breaks Rob-| early yawning weddin; He ex.| won't hold true mond Penne ~ Flag "E het version as made by 
going to happen, and they cast} !nsons nerve; he becomes useless | ists a glaring discrepancy. showin esi tcihee Gian eiticuks eain - a ears ee ~~ os ee ee But there's little i 
their shadows 2 long way before. | for any more skyscraper riveting, | the Justice of the Peace slo , pale « : be! ror 7? sae ee — a a i} 
Opening passages illustrate one| and falls under his wife's economic | off his duties for a 10-spo wi , ihe ara bes = - : — emergency item, 
of those fi squent cases where the | domination Latter prefers to be witnesses aro. i for D1 i . 1 bak . n , is irn has 
much-advertised me*ility of the/| rate him for his helplessness and | ceremony ul a tics from « neces ' ns 
camera is more a curse than a/oOffers him tainted money, etc.,} preston Full t] : Dex) ‘ oa a pict eager tom Lena . : has no drawing ! 
, . “¢ . : . , . ‘ston iller 1e¢ onlv cast me . pi t ed-up = sit tions ’ ‘ : ‘ 
blessing. Picture wants to estab- rather than give him air i ber fr =n the hes 1 e ‘ ' nd fa et ; it’ ; ‘ > a pM nc i 
e he > 2] € as § . - ’ : . ; P 0 ie p ay, does a nice JUw { : % _ "= 8 ct Va) Scelr > re | | I S¢ COr! TLO}T? 
lish that the husband has a prom It's at this point that the wifely|of his recreated role y.Carrol) | ‘@™Mitlar male cinderella stuff , pl gee a eg a — ' 
ising political career ahead of him.| shrew plants her reasons jor uaae i aa i es epee “s m roll ematinn daite nak da ee ewsreel affairs nowadays. Besides i 
: » cumbersome stage a few] ferring ale ae oe a ecceptabie NEnNt Neavy! wont niannad 1B. ees oo. | ween A film has no billing name; i 
— ee disten ania seaiee & plain oa ring to ré tain the marriage thing j}and the dependable Guv Kibhbee is, | © ntly | as a pertormance e€asi vort} of b.o. excitement “ ~~ 8 
es é < < , 1e av . > e ha : ' : ;, I os ft ) ves . naar? , : ~~ lactis CACC ; ; 
= for picture purposes they have |; oA payoft comes when the brood- | this time, the beaming bookie. The 4 + ogy th gov if pale atl ‘ the slightly attractiy bse ry] £ i 
sey oe ® torchlight parade with | ing Robinson makes a $380 killing] rest are bits but mark good casting. | ‘™*" te Others, among whom are Mercer and James Kirkwood. Cha : i 
to stage a ot J ere ;on a five-horse parlay, but only - Abel two good-looking ladies Benita ! inetta gage os pidieestialsabens aar H 
lentv of sound effecis and other | takes a i : AL 0C6. Hume and Elizat , ry : , ‘ Hienry does a commendable Fi . 
| p is i lal te f <4 akes enough to pay off Tony, the| a ime and 41iZa eth Allai Little! ; b but lacl ; iy t i 
: . ‘ : © ‘ se » se > . | 7s ‘ . JUV Pa i tS <i uc i ‘e > 4 
incide — 7 ao a - ee eee id) paramour, economically, while he to oose between the femmes, like- nee i icquaintance with the ; i 
| that misieacs om dy eg a *“i|pays off the double dealing wife | . ood being they could have ae ’ = ; . in 
going to be another Washington } with a bullet barrace eserve or aaies switched parts without aa =m a iosphere brought in ; 
erry-Go-Round.’ That point being | Sg See — j , Fr epee "Da mae | isn’t all it might be, while the utter s 
eae they forget all Boe politics | Robinson is quite effective though | (BRITISH MADE) H ' sh gp ct u titl en is imn 
ae, if) 4 lod “as < , Ve rey " -< : . . | ¢ wi } ‘ hes , . ‘ Siti Et) 
and take up anothet preparatory | 9Ver-sire ssing his courtroom ad ‘Para int luction at oY ee . . \ o- ye . on - , - 3 the nature of the 
rrativ Point is that, as | dress following adjudgment of guilt | Howard featured. Directed by Alex , ee ae meee — , 
line ot narrative, 4 “ eee eer | fo. self-confessed premeditated | Korda Story by Ernest Vadija At «he | SHES the bette 1\OOKC! That’s alse ’ . ; help the 
so often happens, the studio gets all | murder Sen tales Balhae" ‘ | Paramount, N. Y., week May 20. Running! based on American tastes .O. 10S too dumpy to excite imag- 
hot and bothered about effects and/ ).. pe % iow ae ~— ner gg man- time, 65 mins. , Miss Hume as the ‘bad’ girl i 9% 
> A > ne @) “esses } > mS 2 se . . at 5 ‘ _ . ; 
the story has to wait until they gct fine his atest Tok tone bat pee Lseseceeseesss Leslie Howat first seen in a bathtub. Miss Allan), LA n as the well known yarn 
around to it. ; | guilty now that es ha S t0und | King Ea diel dt alae Each ed as ee ee smith) as the ‘good’ one gives an early pee! detail is an offspring of an un- if 
Whole scenario gets frantic about | i “ry eeaes brag he 1as done the | Countess ieee eatesevetyes Benita Hume | jin lingerie Which left it strict] up narried coupl a fisherman's 
: 2 ‘ F £ I ig ( s nts ; p |S} M566 086600 66s eedasses lizabet Allar . : . ss ade » dancht . ‘. } ° 
trivial side slants. Essence is that | view) when A a sr . ~ point Of | Robertson ec csecceeetecees+eMorton Shelton} tO the author to draw the two girls maugnter and a rich Kentucky heir. } 
a mysterious murder is committed. billed when 1 . ae Save been | puchess seceecccesesceesss-Anne Esmond} moral differences Her mammy died at Lena's birth 
Two women and @ man might have e ’ a 29 Wee taking that kind | Innkeeper ......sceseee, sseeeeeeBen Field George Grossmith plays a comedy|2"4 Lena's later guardian, the { 
done the deed. Which one of the oO ee from his double-X-ing | cli king as they used to do it here but grandfather, kicked off in a sea : 
three is guilty is the only element broad ‘ 1e@ —~s is the official | This Eneclish-made Paramount don’t anymore, while Morton Shel- | St0r™. He was a fisherman. Then bik 
worth a thought, and that point is aaa cing ution back in the death- | ae te alas tae ton is a conventional heroine's Lena goes to live with a rich uncle :: 
so fogged in long courtroom ha- —— 1 eae x | feature has Leslie Howard, who will) father. Dialog the basis of most of! W!0se wife and daughter don't like 
rangues and urtificial maneuvering d of which will count against ;certainly please both the men and) the picture’s merit. Bige (Continued on page 65) ie 
that the tension is lost and the de- - € 
sired suspense is missing. : —— a 2 = = 
it's an unfortunate situation for 
Elissa Landi, who could use a/| 
‘ strong role handily about now, hav- a. 
ing been handicapped with a whole iz 
series of weak ones for most of her ) 
screen career. It doesn’t matter s0 iB 
much with the other ,c¢ ple of the 1 
cast, who are utility players and do ip 
not stand or fall by single subjects. ; a 
As usual, the dull story and un- te 
inspired writing and direction are i 
surrounded with a first-rate produc- | , 4 
tion, and the stencil roles are played | i 
‘ by standard people. Photography is | 
excellent and certain musical inter- 4 
polations—the character of the ea) 
murder victim is a concert singer— it it 
are nicely mahaged Rush. if 
i ii 
First Nalional production and _ release. | Bap 
Stars FE. G. Robinson. Mervyn LeRoy di- . ; 
| rected from Lester Elliott’s Broadway play ; 
i of same name; adapted by Harvey Thew; 
camera, Sol Polito; art director, Anton 4 
Grot; film editor, Terrill Morse. At Win- Ny : 
ter Garden, N, Y., for grind run commenc- aimows Cy Cer ie £ 
ing May 18. Running time, 70 mins. ’ fe 
John Allew......06....Edward G. Robinson . é ae 
OT ae eeeeeeveserteeesess Preston Foster & | 
Shirley... sseceeseeceeeess Vivienne Osborne b 4 3 q 
Tony......cccsececeeeesse+Je Catroll Naish if) a e ar | Pe 
Bookie. ..+.ccccccsccsesesescees Guy Kibbee | ; 
Annie...... 0006s 00teesecss On Ieee ‘ ae 
Sudge...... ceccccseccceccs.» Walter Walker 4 Ble 
Lizzie..... seseeeetesesss.D0rothea Wolbert # il a 
The AOCtOr..seeesesess+s+- award McWade | 3 
The warden...sseeee++++.. Burton Churchill B ae 
A college boy..cssesesss.++ William Janney & ab 
Tustice Of POAC. cessesecceees Otto Hoffman ca i 4 é 
wii E f.| { 
ii i 
“a ; ’ wf pal -3 
Two Seconds’ is a paradox. It’s a ae 
type of story that can stand analy- 2 i ‘ 
6is on retrospection and it’s a pic- ral i 
. : oR 
ture which may give cause to retro- ' | 
Spect. Furthermore, it’s a type of a 
a . . > , ; 
role which is of the ‘different’ style ae. 
ef characterization that Robinson, P. il : e . 
the star, necessarily calls for, and ersona AA ppearing 
yet, after it’s all unreeled, the re- 'N 
sult is negative. In toto, this is an 
rere a 9 
average programmer gaved by Rob- BORIS PETROFF’S SUPER-SPECTACLE 
| inson’s histrionics, even though he 66 : 99 
ae a eee Manhattan Serenade | 
| it's a slow, morbid progression, 
which its rather brief 70 minutes AT THE ' 
running time would belie. But it’s 
not so much a matter of footage as 
lack of dramatic action. It reaches ‘ 4 
dramatic heights only in spots, and e +, 
these are predicated on histrionic ? . if 
performance and not the motivation 
of melodrama. Week May 20 ; 





Entire premise is skilfully enough 


planted and yet for all its technical ! 
skill, which naan nl the way from WITH HER HUSBAND 
Harvey Thew’s workmanlike adapta- 


tion to Mervyn LeRoy’s consummate | ° ; 
montage, it misses fire as a motion 
picture. | 7 | =r KI i | ; I E To Follow with | 
oe . Seconds is more of a lab- 2 
4 = iividual's mental, stance on. life, aneree Se BOSTON, BUFFALO, DETROIT t 
done in cel id, « the E icture. t 
As a biological analysis of @ rivet- Montgomery and McDowell COMPLETING 14 WEEKS OF 
ers struggle for emancipation from 
5 womnathe’ Seoucenie “memstoattoe: | PERSONAL APPEARANCES 


Robinson turns in a nice piece of | 
Work ‘= »j > atic nrovressi 
. < As a cinematic progress ion | NE x | WEEK -~+$¢+< 
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Co-operation 
Southern exhibitor figured on ice 


water in his lobby through the warm | 


that getting them 
into the lobby would sell them the 
show. Being short of advertising 
funds, he went co-operative. 

One concern installed an 


spell, arguing 


tled water while a paper cup com- 
pany put in a penny slot vendor. 
Looked about as complete as it 
coulda be made, but the manager 
had one more idea. He sold the | 
w. Cc. T. U. the idea that men who 
could get ice water would keep out 


of the speaks, and the ladies went 
down and sold every paper in town 
on not one but several stories. Now 
the manager is trying to get a junk 
man to keep the container for used 
cups empty. 


Catching the Roar 

Tying in to the recent measure- 
ment of the Metropolitan opera 
stars, an exhibitor hooked ‘Crowd 
Roars’ to the same idea, getting the 
newspaper interested in an experi 
ment to determine just how loudly 
the crowd could roar. Admitted to 
the paper that he could not get one 
of the volume meters, but he 
squared the district reps of West- 
ern Electric to keep quiet and fitted 
up an important looking cabinet 
with small electric bulbs anc 
switches that looked more imposing 
than the real thing. 

A stand was erected in the public 
square and on the Saturday evening 
before the picture the crowd was 
asked to come and roar, more than 
1,500 persons turning out. Signals 
were given and five roars were 
gravely tested, the imaginary re- 
sults appearing in th® Sunday pa- 
per, 


Not for the Kids 

Several coming pictures carry the 
suggestion that the gambling angle 
be stressed, with one or two press 
books suggesting wheels of chance 
with tickets for fortunate players. 

That’s an excellent idea to keep 
away from during the summer with 
the children out of school and ready 
to gather about any § attraction. 
Even where they are ‘denied the 
right to play, they will stand around 
and watch and it will be fairly 
tempting some mother to erter a 
complaint with the authorities. 





Resort Business 

Many managers who are fairly 
close to a resort, or even a large 
summer hotel are skirmishing 
around to establish a bus service for 
the benefit of possible patrons. Gen- 
eveily the scheme is to sell a ticket, 
good also for the admission, at a 
price slightly lower than the com- 
bined admission and bus fare. 
Sometimes this can be arranged 
with a bus line, but if no bus firm 
it is possible to obtain the use of 
the school bus which usually is idle 
at the time needed for theatre sery- 
ice, 


Rounding Them Up 


Saturday before school closes 
each child patron of one New York 
theatre will be given a pass good 
for the first Saturday after school 
opens next September. Manager 
figures that he will get a good start 
on the season by getting them all 
back that first week. 

Meantime the kids are keeping the 
pass in mind and thinking about 
the theatre. Which helps, too. 


Color Emphasis 


New York City is going in for 
exploitation in a big way along cer- 
tain lines. Several thousand fire 
hydrants are being painted a bright 
yellow with red ‘tops and the street 
waste receptacles, formerly done in 
an inconspicuous dark green, are 
being done over in white with 
orange and blue trim; the city col- 
ors. In both instances the results 
have been immediate. 

Same thing can be done around 
the lobby. Change and keep chang- 
ing, to get attention. 


Saved a Cut 


Chatting with a patron who ran 
a beauty parlor, “Re confided to a 
manager tkat busiNess was getting 
£0 poor she was contemplating a cut 
in her service charges. She did not 
like the idea, but it seemed to be 
necessary. 

The manager persuaded her to let 
him help ease the cut by announc- 
ing that all who presented a ticket 
stub from the theatre could ob- 
tain a permanent wave, or what- 
ever was desired at half price. He 
pointed out that it would not look 
as desperate as a straight cut and 
at the same time bring the cut-rate 


business. House is selling more 
matinee tickets than ever. 
Reversible 
Nyman Kessler, who has been 
working for the Breecher, N. Y., 


houses, has worked out an idea for 


double billing. He uses a throw- 


electric | 
cooler and another supplies the bot- | 


away one side of which advertises 
'one of the features completely with 


an ‘also’ for the second title. The 
|reverse side plays up number two 
jand merely mentions the other, The 
|idea permits him to sell each fea- 
lture as thoroughly as though it 
lwere a single at the same time 
| stressing the dual billing. 

| 


Let Lawyers Tell 

Dick Wright, of Warner’s Strand, 
isent a form letter to all lawyers in 
advance of “The Mouthpiece,’ ask- 
ling them what they thought of that 
style of picture. In return for their 
lopinions he would send a pass for 
two, but they had to fill in a post- 
card enclosed to get the tickets. 

Out of 78 lawyers queried, only 
13 refrained from reply. Papers 
printed the results and some of the 
janswers. Opinions were on the type 
lof picture and not on ‘The Mouth- 
| piece’ alone. 


Advance Passes 
It really doesn’t mean anything, 
| but a small towner is making a big 
|hit by watching the birth columns. 
He waits a couple of days and then 
sends a scout to learn the baby’s 
name, if possible. This is followed- 
by a pass dated with the day of the 
child’s birth, but good in 1942, with 
a little note telling the parents that 
the baby will appreciate it more 
then. Meanwhile he encloses a pass 
for two for the parents, good any 
time within three months. 
Has created favorable talk. 


Take an Encore 
Exhib hired a girl with a pretty 
back to be his .bathing beach bal- 
lyhoo last summer. Cut out adhe- 
sive plaster letters to spell a brief 
announcement for a coming pic- 
ture. Girl was then subjected to a 
suntan lamp to brown the unpro- 
tected skin and in a backless bath- 
ing suit promenaded the beach. She 
was followed by crowds and the 
daily papers took pictures of her 
back. Best gag of the summer and 
sold the picture heavily. He will 
repeat the idea this year, 


Got the Beach 


Failing to obtain permission to 
post a couple of boards at a bath- 
ing beach a theatre man found the 
answer in a photo studio; the sort 
which specializes in postcard pic- 
tures of bathers, Front of the con- 
cession has an announcement that 
a season pass, good for one admis- 
sion weekly from October to May 
will be given the prettiest bathing 
girl. That’s only 26 admissions, 
with the probability that the girl 
will not come alone. There is also 
one weekly pass awarded, with all 
postals eligible for the final prize, 
photos made in the studio only be- 
ing eligible. 








Soda War 


Last summer an exhib sought to 
make a deal with a candy store two 
doors from his. theatre, Store 
keeper wasn’t interested. So the 
manager went down the next block 
and fixed it up with a competing 
store. For several weeks he jumped 
about 80% of the trade right past 
the nearer store. Last month the 
stiff-necked store manager came 
begging for a deal with the the- 
atre. Which may give an idea to 
other exhibitors who have had trou- 
ble in negotiating a deal. 


Not Unlucky 


Akron, O. 
Trying to lift the curse off Fri- 
day the 13th, Ernie Austgen, of 
Loew’s, offered free admissions to 
all whose birthdate fell on the dou- 
ble hoodoo. 


Summer Co-operation 


St. Paul. 

Iniead of attempting to fight 
summer outdoor activities, local 
showhouses are co-operating. One 
loop house is giving golf lessons in 
the lobby, while a second tied in on 
a fishing contest by giving gratis 
ducats weekly to anglers bringing 
in big ones for display in refriger- 
ator lobby showcase, 

A third is capitalizing on picnics 
by having cameraman present a+ 
outings of large organizations, ac- 
companied by a banner reading ‘See 
Yourself in the Movies at the —— 
Theatre.’ 


Kidnapping Thread 
Birmingham. 
Due to the Lindbergh kidnapping 
the Alabama in handli publicity 


or 
> 


for ‘Strange Case of Clara Dean’ 
wrote some show cards reading: 
‘Have vou seen this little girl?’ 


Had picture of small girl, and under 
the picture followed an explanation 
| of how a mother had lost her girl 
j}and how much she would like to 
| have her back, 

| Cards were posted around town 
| 

| 

j 





on lampposts, ete. People stopped 
to read them carefully because it 
had a thread of kidnapping in it. 


Publix Stage Auctions 


Minneapolis. 


Advertising for 100 bathing beau- 
ties to participate in cash contests 
in Publix uptown theatres and the 
loop Aster, Sam Herman, who is 
|staging the entertainment, had 
|more than 1,000 applicants. Enter- 
tainment is staged at an irreducible 

| minimum of expense, performers 
receiving only the smallest of sti- 


pends and being recruited locally. 
Occasions are advertised as ‘vaude- 


ville and auction nights’ and are of 
such a nature as to require no or- 
|chestra or stage hands. Usually 
itwo acts—a singer and a pair of 
| hoofers, perhaps, with a piano pro- 
viding the music. Piece-de-resist- 
ance, however, is the auction sale. 

Sale consists of Herman auction- 
ing the clothes off a live girl model 
who, at the end, is revealed in a 
bathing suit. Apparel contributed 
by merchants who receive free ad- 
vertising in the theatre lobby and 
on the screen. Herman sells a $6 
dress for, perhaps, $1 and similarly 
other items. Money received from 
the patrons then is resold to them, 
Herman buying such small items as 
a cigaret or piece of chewing gum 
for many times its worth. Some of 
it retained, and used for ‘cash 
prizes’ for winners of kids’ contests 
winding up the show. 

Stunt is being employed in 11 
Publix nabe houses here and in the 
25c loop theatre, the Aster, one 
night weekly. 


Life-Sized Crooner 


Minneapolis. 
To advertise the coming of Bing 
; Crosby in person, Minnesota theatre 
has in its lobby a life size dummy 
of him wired to phonograph. 
A real microphone beside the fig- 
ure lends realism to the display. 


Straw Voting 


Loew theatres in the New York 
district are playing ‘The Wet Pa- 
rade,’ and are advertising by means 
of the same throwaway which car- 
ries the eight houses making the 
showing. 

Circular includes the usual voting 
ballot, with checks for repeal, anti- 
repeal and beer and light wines. 
Recipient is urged to check the 
proposition he favors and deposit it 


promise befng that at the close of 
the voting period the barrels con- 
taining the votes will be rolled 
down to Mayor Walker’s office— 
nice publicity for the second string 
houses, which take the film from 
the first runs, 





Press Crime Label 
Duluth, 
Newspaper crime label was used 
effectively in exploiting ‘Scarface’ 
at the Lyceum. Eight-column 
banners, clipped from local papers, 


were pasted on a one-sheet poster 
surrounding announcement of the 
engagement, 

Banners were taken from. the 


press dating back several weeks and 
made a formidable array in im- 
pressing the public as to the wide- 
spread activities of the gangs. 


‘Our Gang’ Stunt 
New Haven. 


For the kids the Paramount is 
giving away miniature ‘Our Gang’ 
characters one character each week. 
To climax, after a complete cast 
has been assembled in plain white 
models, a contest will be run for the 
best set colored by -hand. 


That Air Mania 
gronx, N. Y. 

Taking advantage of the mania 
of amateurs to get on the air, Mor- 
ris Sussman, manager of the Em- 
pire theatre, has inaugurated a 
series of ‘Radio Try-Outs.’ Mike, 
control board and loud speakers on 
the stage enable the amateurs to 
perform and to be heard as if over 
the air. Cash prizes each week, 
the winners determined by applause. 
Response has been excellent. 


Legal Contest 


St. Louis. 
Ray O'Connell, showing ‘State's 
Attorney,’ tied in with local bar as- 
sociation on a legal questionnaire. 
Each day 10 legal terms’ such as 
‘habeas corpus,’ ‘subpoena’ and ‘me- 
chanics’ liens’ were sprinkled among 
the want ads. Those setting down 
correct definitions and explantions 
received cash and guest. ticket 
prizes. 
Different attorneys acted 
judges of contest, changed 


as 
daily 





at any of the theatres mentioned, 


during run o* film. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Toledo. 

Upon closing of the Paramount 
(Publix deluxer) Ray Allison, man- 
ager, goes .to the Princess, another 
Publix house. Princess goes from 
double features to single first run 
policy Dwight Van Meter, now 
manager at the Princess, will prob- 
ably be assistant to Allison. 





New Britain. 
Warner Bros, will close the km- 
bassy here, May 28. Louis Labine, 
manager, moves to local Strand, 
succeeding Jack Sanson, who has 
gone to the Roger Sherman, New 
Haven. 


a 


Minneapolis. 

All independent nabe houses here 
are now practically on a 10c. ad- 
mission basis. Scale obtains up to 
7.15 p. m., and more than three- 
fourths of the total trade gets in 
under the wire before the price 
jumps to 25c, 





Burlington, Ia. 
Rex theatre to be opened by group 
of locals, with James Waters, for- 
mer doorman, to manage. Seats 400. 





Hollywood. 
Hall Baetz has been appointed 
manager of Fox-West Coast’s Wil- 
shire theatre in Beverly Hills. 
Baetz, former p. a. at the house, 
succeeds Marvin Park; resigned. 





Long Island City. 
Sam Norman new manager 
Skouras’ Sunnyside. 


of 





Clear Lake, Ia. 
Park theatre now under manage- 
ment of J, C. Roush for resort sea- 
son. 





Los Angeles. 
Laurence Cohen, operator of the 
Rialto theatre, has taken over Lou 
Bard’s Eighth Street theatre. 





Los Angeles. 
Fred Rapport made manager of 
the reopened Fox Westwood Vil- 
lage theatre. Replates Charles 
Jones, who goes to the Uptown. 
Ralph MacGowan, Uptown man- 
ager, goes east. 





McKeesport, Pa. 
J. E. Murdock, formerly of Wil- 
kinsburg, has taken charge of War- 
ners’ Memorial theatre, succeeding 
J. A. McDonald. 
Latter transferred to the Davis, 
Pittsburgh. 





| announced by E. R. Custer. 


Los Angeles. 

Jack Coudy, p. a. at the RKO the- 
atre here, has been advanced to 
house manager of the Golden Gate, 
San Francisco. Succeeded here by 
Jake Rosenstein. 
e Other changes in RKO coast divi- 
sion personnel have Robert Haines, 
former FWC manager, appointed as- 
sistant manager of the Orpheum, 
San Francisco, and M. Vidiver in as 


p. a. Emil Uniman goes to the 
Golden Gate as exploitation man- 
ager, 


Montgomery, Ala. 
Tommie McConnell, now manager 
of Strand (Wilby-Publix), has been 
assistant manager of the Para- 


mount. Leon Copeland succeeds 
McConnell, 
Denver. 

Closed in this territory: Gem, 
Trenton, Neb.: Pastime, Springer, 
N. M., and Big Springs, at Big 
Springs, Neb. 

Pythian theatre, Delores, to re- 


open, and the Lions club at Guern- 
sey, Wyo., will finance and operate 
the Star. 


Easton, Pa. 
Seville theatre, first run, has re- 
duced from 25-35 to 15 and 25 mat- 
inees, and from 35-50 to 15 and 40 
nights. First theatre in Easton to 
reduce prices. 


Los Angeles. 
Speed Borst is now managing the 
RKO Hillstreet, relieving Henry | 
Goldenberg of the double duty of | 
city and house manager. 
Borst for three years handled the 
Belmont for Fox-West Coast. 


Beverly Hills. 
Marvin Parks, who has managed 
the Fox Wilshire since its opening 
two years ago, has been succeeded 
by Hal Baetz, the theatre’s press 
agent. 
Baetz will handle both jobs. 
Athens, O. 
Purchase of the Columbia theatre 
by a group of local business men 
Effec- 
tive June 1, 





Laurel theatre, Long Beach, L. I.., 





;opens May 28. House is new, seats | 
}1,700 and will stay open year ‘round. 
| Edward Rugoff, Herman Becker, J. 
| D. Fink, who also control the Castle 





‘and Lido theatres, Long Beach, own 
the Laurel. 





GORE BROS. DISSOLVE 
GRIND STRING IN 1, A. 


Los Angeles, Ma 
Gore Brothers, original ny. leus of 
the West Coast circuit, have rt 
solved their string of eight 
mostly Main street houses. 
sites not sold or leased wil! } 
portioned to the three 
individual operation or disposition 
As a corporation Gore Brothers 
will continue to operate the Film 
Exchange building and three pUblig 
markets owned by it. Also as indi« 
viduals they remain on the advisory 
board of Fox-West Coast Theatres 
Lyceum on Spring street and the 
Optic and Regent on Main street 
are the houses Mike, Abe and Jake 
z+ore will operate singly. 
Harry G. Seber and Fred ‘. 
Wolfe have leased the Burbank and 
Moon theatres on Main street. Late 
ter reopened with a burlesque policy 
Saturday (21) under the of 
Star and Garter theatre 
Two Central avenue houses, Savoy 
and Tivoli, have been turned 
to nstein and Lustig, the 
sold and the latter leased. 





y 23, 


grinds, 
Three 
€ ape 
brothers fop 


name 


over 
first 


Kofeldt Succeeds Smith 
As F-WC So. Div. Mer, 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Walter Kofeldt has been appointe 
ed southern California 
manager for Fox-West 
ceeding Ed Smith. Latter resigned 
to take over supervision of Publix’s 
Paramount and United Artists the- 
atres here, 

Kofeldt, former manager of the 
Fox Arlington, Santa Barbara, will 
be in charge of houses in the south- 


division 
Coast suce 


ern part of the state outside of 
Los Angeles, San Diego and the 
beach towns around L. A. 

Joe Cornbleth will supervise the 
auditions and book the talent for 
the Paramount stage shows. 

Cornbleth acted in a similar ca- 
pacity before the Par and United 
| Artists were taken over by H. B, 


Franklin. 


Egyptian, Coast’s Sound 
Pioneer, Needs Dressing 


Holly weod, May 23. 

Fox-West Coast is giving the 
ogyptian, Hollywood, a new acoust- 
ical treatment preparatory to re- 
opening it within the next two 
months, 

Egyptian wads one of the first 
houses in the country to be equipped 
for sound, opening with Warner's 
‘Don Juan.’ 


Penn Fines 


Pittsburgh, May 
Failure to make deletions as Ore 
dered by state Pennsylvania censors, 
showing of unapproved films and 
the failure to show the board's seal 
brought seven film distributors and 
one theatre manager into magis- 
trate’s court here last week. Fines 
totaling more than $300 were levied. 
J. Kaliski, Educational, was fined 
$100 on four charges; J. Alexander, 
Alexander Film Service Exchange, 
drew a $75 penalty, and Lou Lefton, 
Standard Film Service, was fined 
$50. Others fined $25 each were 
Harry Michaelson, RKO; H. H. 
Goldstein, Paramount; B. Kalmen- 
son, Vitagraph, Inc., and J. J. Mae 
loney, M-G-M. 


99 
au. 


Bennett Amdur, manager of the 
Garden theatre, indie owned nabe 
house, was fined $5 each on two 
charges of failure to display the 


board’s seal. 





A COLUMBUS REBUILD 


Columbus, May 23. 
Lyceum theatre, destroyed by fire 
March 20, is to be rebuilt according 
to trustees of the Chittenden estate. 
Plans are being delayed pending 
complete agreement on rental terms 
with the long term lessee. 


Kansas Convention 

Kansas City, May 23. 
Fourteenth. annual convention of 
the Motion Picture Theatres’ AS- 
sociation of Kansas and Missour® 
will be held in Topeka, May 24-2 
M. A. Lightman, president © ~ 
M. P. T. O. A., is expected as one © 


‘the speakers. 
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PRESENTS. 


THE HIT LIST OF 1932-33 


62 FEATURE PRODUCTIONS 

3 SERIAL THRILLERS 
42 TWO-REEL COMEDIES 
26 SINGLE-REEL FEATURES 
39 SINGLE-REEL CARTOONS 
1004 PATHE NEW S 


RKO-RADIO recognizes the fact that there is no middle ground ....no place for the 
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old average program attraction. To be successful, this company must deliver only 
big shows..... the kind bound to attract the crowds. Our entire resources, finances, 
artistry, ‘and man-power have been marshalled and are being employed toward 
‘this objective. RKO-RADIO today, and from now on, is dealing only in successes. 
We invite you to travel back on the road to prosperity with RKO-RADIO. 
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Three Heart-Gripping Dramas From : a if 
the World's Most Glamorous Star! lax ‘as. 


ENNETT 


in Ernest Hemingway’s 


“THE SUN ALSO RISES” 


The story of a woman who squandered love to 
ease her breaking heart. 





Not i in *Ceeamnon Clay” nor in "Caimon 
Law” has Miss Bennett had an oppor- 
tunity for such daring dramatics ... , 


Miss Bennett 
will also appear in 


“CONSPICUOUS” ff" 


and one other production to 
be announced 









The Adored of the World .... 
Mirror of Loveliest Womanhood 
.... Peerless Star! 


CO-STARRED WITH 


aS ee Se ee 
HOWARD. 


in PHILIP BARRY'’S 


Sensationally Successful Play 


. “THE 
ANIMAL. 
KINGDOM” 


It was in Mr. Barry’s “Holiday” 
that Ann Harding scored her 
first great screen success, Now | ae ™ 
the same dramatist gives her a — ee —— 
play of unmatched power. She : | in < ia 
is the ideal woman for the most 


LESLI E pr OWA RD talked of role of the current 


Broadway year. 





Miss Harding will also star in two other pro- | 
ductions. Titles to be announced. eo . 


‘ 
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With a heart- 
fe breaking smile, 
a the devil in his 
‘ eyesandavoice 
al that tantalizes 
comes the Idol 
of Millions 


FRANCIS LEDERER 
“NIGHTS ARE MADE FOR LOVE” 


Tunes of lilting loveliness... songs they 
won't forget...With IRENE DUNNE 
and acast.of unparalleled excellence 


* 



























A Drama of Desire 
Greater than Wo- 
man’s Will! 


‘NURSE 
SMITH. 


BY CARE‘ 
One of two intenseiy numan : 
plays featuring IRENE DUNNE oe 
The second story and title to 
be announced. 





Following his Box- 
office Triumph in 
RKO-Radio's 
“State’s Attorney” 
















BARRYMORE 


“THE MOON AND SIXPENCE’ 


by W. Somerset Maugham 


Directed by E. H. Griffith 

Adaptation by Gene Fowler 

and Rowland Brown... 
e 


A Barrymore‘role so fitted to him that Maugham 
could well have had Barrymore in mind when he 
penned this romantic story that sweeps from 
society's drawing-rooms to the lazy glamor of 
the South Seas with its starry nights and one 
woman to make a man forget memories he 
thought could not be erased. 


TIFFANY 
THAYER S 


‘THIRTEEN 
WOMEN 


This year’s biggest selling 
book! This year’s screen 
sensation! 


Directed by E. H. Griffith who 
made “Lady with a Past” 
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BIG $ 





BILL OF 
DIVORCEMENT"® 


Clemence Dane's world-sweeping smash that 
gripped packed houses for a year in London, 
a@ year in New York... throbbing, pulsing, 
crowd-compelling drama that echoes the cry 
of a million girls . . . misunderstood. 


: * 
MOST DANGER- 
OUS GAME" 


The weird tale of Zaroff... half-mad hunter 
at his mysterious island, where countless perils 
faced the unfortunates whose ships were lured 
to destruction by this hunter of men. 


AMerian Cooper-Ernest Schoedsack Production 
From Richard Connell’s Amazing Melodrama: 
With the Broadway Star, LESLIE BANKS ...«« 


* 
MISTRESS OF 
MOSCOW 


Presenting the most brilliant, most flashing of 


GWILI ANDRE 


* 
DEPORTATION 
TRAIN’ 


The strangest of journeys ...a prison train 
that sweeps across America filled with ... the 
unwanted! In it,a woman... beautiful, desir- 
able ... with woman’s wiles playing a des- 
perate game. 


With ZITA JOHANN, gy aie RoscoAtes, 
Joseph Cawthorn . Directed by Paul Stein’ 


: * 
FREEDOM’? 


Unbelievable scenes, drama, thrills, suspense - 
amidst the convict road-gangs of America. A ees 
youth and his sweetheart caught in the toils. 


To be directed by Rowland Brown, who gave 
you “Doorway to Hell”, 


: * 
CROSSROADS’ 


Martin Flavin's great play with Arline Judge 
and Eric Linden. 


A boy—a girl—and life's greatest problem. 


Se 


LAURENCE “OLIVIER 







FROM BIG STORIES AND PLAYS WITH BOX. OFFICE NAMES AND DIRECTION! 


‘THE SHADOW __i, 
OF SAN QUENTIN 


Not a prison picture, but a powerful drama of 
a man crazed by a deadly fear, who had 
bartered honor to hold a woman’s love! 


* 


“BEAUTIFULLY 
TRIMMED" 


Motion! Emotion! Commotion! 


in this high-riding story of a blue-flame vamp 
whose red lips laughed at life! 


From the story by Hawthorne Hurst. 


* 
‘THE SECRET ALTAR 


A mother and daughter love the same man, 
and to save her daughter's happiness the 
mother killed! 


Powerful and vivid drama. 


Drama of a human life caught in the cold 
machinery of the law as the Death House 
echoed with a man’s tread when Justice dis- 
covered Her ghastly mistake. 


ke 
THREE CAME 
UNARMED’ 


An exposure of civilization from the novel by 
E. Arnot Robertson. 


A girl and two youths from the unsullied realm 
of Nature struggle for love and happiness in 
this queer world of ours. 


* 


‘THEFT OF MONA 
LISA” 


A stirring romantic drama with music by the 
composer of “Two Hearts in Waltz Time”. Its 
song hits, “The Little Corporal” and “Why Do 
You Cry, Mona Lisa?”, now the reigning suc- 
cesses on the air, 


a 
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THE STRANGEST STORY EVER CONCEIVED BY MANI... When creatures Born 
of Time's First Morning Are Hurled into the Seething Vortex of Modern Civilization! 





ORR 3 OA is 


THE GREATEST MONEY PICTURE OF THE YEAR! 





BERT WHEELER ROBT. WOOLSEY 










EDNA MAY OLIVER EDGAR. KENNEDY ROSCO ATES BETTY GRABLE 
ior r | WARREN. AY MER PAUL HURST 


eh. 


Direction by 
NORMAN 
TAUROG 


“HOLD ‘EM JAIL’ 


, The Biggest Comedy Idea in Years! They turned the Big 
* House into, | the Bughouse .. . Dippy, Daffy and Sol ious 
Football With the Nitwit Nuts in an Insane Riot of Nonsense 
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AUDIENCES AWAIT THIS! 


A circus on your screen with 
every frame in the picture AMEDEE J. 


actually made in the jungle! VAN BEUREN C k ad IL’ 
Y | sia presents r @ | Nn UC S 
46 
S FE | a thirty-foot python at death 7 
grips with a Royal Bengal Tiger... SEE! LS 
—a black panther in the bone-crushing Cera” : — B A ( ¥ A L y F 


jaws of a giant crocodile... SEE! — man- 
hero to millions—out- 
















eating cais invade native villages .. . 
and a thousand other thrills never 
before photographed! 


ES ai 







standing man in the most 





romantic trade—who has 






Aa brought the greatest of — 









~ My beasts to all famous zoos 







~, te mes | r : DIRECTED 
| * gh. wy BY 

CLYDE E. | 

ELLIOTT 



























Millions will play the diesitve 
role in this astounding crime 
thriller. Tens of millions invited to 
write their own original endings. 
100 Cash Prizes to be Distributed 


Contest closes October 10th 
Picture released October 14th 


* 


GREATEST RADIO TIE-UP IN HISTORY! 50 
LEADING NBC STATIONS ON A COAST-TO- 
COAST NETWORK WILL BROADCAST THIS 
AMAZING MYSTERY DRAMA IN SIX WEEKLY 
EPISODES! 


Crammed with everything you need fo get 
o the mobs. Backed by three daily newspaper 
Lg campaigns blanketing the country ... fan 
wee I magazine compaign ... free trailers . 

| heralds and block one- athente piaaasing 
Pog contest. 


{p10 Pl >iCTURES 
ROADCAST SPECIAT 


ON THE AIR FROM WEEK OF 
AUGUST 21st to OCTOBER 1st. 









THE PHANTOM - 
(eo) 13-7 AY) (ole) b) 


FROM THE STORY BY BARTLETT CORMACK 
















—_~f 


| Tuesday, May 24, 1932 VARIETY 


aa : ; 45 














a 




































































RICHARD DIX A STORY BIG ENOUGH 
| FOR BARRYMORE HIMSELF 
NS ei Ce .. WITH BARRYMORE 
Two blazing names in one great HI M SE LF ! 
show! ... uniting in one produc- 
tion the audience appeal of two The past has shown you 
| a eo glimpses of his power 
, ie Now you'll see him in a 
CO-STARRED Barrymore -sized role. 
Now in preparation by a dis- 
tinguished author, a drama, 
big enough for this memora- 
aes able occasion. e y ay 
Lionel \ Vem 
E BARRYMORE re 
in the story of the master veg Ta 1h Has 
man...Based on Harry Reichen- Ml ye 
bach's best-selling book that SWEEPI NGS / 
told how he took lions to hotels ‘ee: 
and Turkish Princesses to the e: 
White House. from the famous novel 
rT hes by Lester Cohen. Direc- 
PHANTOM FAM E | , ted by Wesley Ruggles, 
RICARDO CORTEZ will also appear in two other productions. who has never made a 
j | 
Her Pictures Breathe the Life and Love of Millions! emiee 
| 
| 
dares to fell you of those 
things that slumber in the 
soul of woman. 
Her First: 
‘MIRACLE NIGHT 
Her Second: eos ee : 
“PRODIGAL DAUGHTER’ To 
America's Favorite Character Star in : 
two productions. 
“PENGUINPOOLMYSTERY .*~"  3/ #$#=| RU” «=6(‘Getle 
a laugh-studded thriller with | yy | 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG |\. oF 
rr 7b - Ft, ee 
WHOOPEE CRUISE | \ <) 
with JOSEPH CAWTHORN 









EDGAR KENNEDY 


Starring together in 
one big laugh show 


“LOOSE MOMENTS” # 


cl 
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“LITTLE ORPHAN 


real-life Annie in a drama 
of laughter and tears. 





6 ACTION 
WESTERNS 


M KEENE 


The big things on your 









Based on Harold Gray’s 
comedy strip running daily 
in 200 newspapers. 










with 


MITZI GREEN 


Joseph Cawthorn: Edna May Oliver 
12 million American families read the most popular 


newspaper feature every day. They‘re waiting to 
see Annie in person! 


“MYSTERIES OF THE 


FRENCH POLICE’ 


Another great box-office attraction 
backed up by intensive newspaper 


publicity. ' 


For four years 20 million readers of 
Hearst’s American Weekly have been 
thrilled by this amazing crime-feature 
now vivified with its million thrills 
centered in one single show. 


* 


“LOYALTIES” 


International stage success by John 
Galsworthy, author of “Old English.” 
A dramatic and powerful drama of an upper- 


crust criminal too good to go to jail but whom ee : 
Society found a way fo crush. Ee Se 


Produced in England by Basil Dean 


round-up! ...The same 





spurring spirit that in one 
year swept him to the 


peak of popularity. 
Directed by Fred Allen 





ag “THE = 


39 BRACELET 


From the story by Robert Hichens, author of 
the “Garden of Allah” and other internation- 
ally read novels. 





_)... NOT LESS 
“THAN THREE 
PRODUCTIONS 
THIS SEASON 


Basil Dean ieee made in England 


‘THE FAITHFUL fe 


FORGOTTEN’ p% 


From Wallace Irwin's novel 
“Lew Tyler's Wives” 


Throbbing with living scenes, 
it reveals the struggle of aman 
who played them double and 
learned about love too late. 


ee “A strident drama of blood and gall, 
nerved to the quivering edge... the 
man who hunts thrills for the millions 
lives through a million thrills. 
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FOUR 


THRILL DRAMAS 


BILL BOYD 


Whooping big melodramas, 
packed with wallop and 
crammed with action... 
Shows of stalwart stature 
and fired with split-second 
suspense ... Crackling with 
Boyd's double-fisted person- 


ality. 

















HIS. FIRST: 


“THE 


HEADLINE 
HASER™ 


eee HASER. 





3 BIG THRILLERS 


The First: 


JOEL McCREA 
NIGHT MAIL FLYER’ 


and two more gripping tales 
of love and danger. . . Titles 
and stars to be announced. 


“MAZDA LANE” 


A story of the theatre and the people 
who make it live... The glitter. . . 
the glamor .. . the laughter... the 
fears... the friumphs.. . . the fears, 
told in Broadway's own story of the — 
““Grandest Canyon”’. .. Where Girls 
with Wishbones wear Sables and 
Girls with weg weor rags! 


“SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR” 


Drama as vivid and vital as the headlines that leap 
across the front pages of every city’s newspaper. The 
story of a“’shyster” lawyer who bought his way to the top. 


With GREGORY RATOFF 


in another great role 
Based on Som Ornitz's a “HAUNCH, PAUNCH & JOWL” 


‘HIPPODROME’ 


What is the applause of the world against the pride 
at one’s own hearthstone? 


Here is stirring drama of a national idol willing 
to trade his fame for the love of an only son. 


Adapted from the Saturday Evening Post Story 


“BURNT” 


The story of a woman who knew her way 
around, but who found that only the hus- 
band she had cast aside for another fling at 
life could save her in her darkest moment. 


Sensational and revealing 


“LIFE BEGINS 
= TOMORROW 


Greater than human love . . .. 
a Family Doctor’s Honor! 














Pulsing drama of moral Conflict. 
From Guido de Verona’s world- 
known best-seller. 
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TWO-REEL COMEDIES 


WITH ELECTRIC 
LIGHT NAMES 


RELEASES 


(CHARLIE 
CHAPLIN 















In the pictures 
that made him 
immortal -= reis- 








sued with music 









and sound, his 
“Six Best Yellers” 
@ including “Easy 
\ Street” The Cure” 


| Vy! } Mm The Rink” and 
a Lg The Pawnshop.” 
‘i NG 3 ‘. 

RKO-VAN BEUREN 

PRODUCTIONS 








6 CLARK AND M‘CULLOUGH 


Blazing names with feature draw in six more high- 
test howls. 


6 EDGAR KENNEDY _ 


Mr. “Average Man” still hitting home 
with the folks who buy the tickets. 


6 HARRY SWEET 


Comedies starring one of the 
screen's favorite laugh- makers. 


6 MASQUER 


Big-time, big-name casts making. 
life a huge joke. 


6 MICKEYM‘GUIRE 








es 

































cm, Somecies with the original © Sissi : 
ahr sel f a CLARK AND 
MsCULLOUGH 




















MICKEY McGUIRE 












HARRY SWEET EDGAR KENNEDY 


—an fa 
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/PATHE NEWS 


ee TS 8 SES ee 



































SET TO 
THE TEMPO 








The grandest short feature title in amusement 
annals first in the newsreel field and still the 
foremost scooping the news with unmatched 


world-wide service. First to cover flash events 


~~... Blood- racing 

Bicheno oy . .. First to reach your screen. First at any 
against the jun- 

le killers . << ro- . e 

pagan icil cost... by the swiftest carriers known to man. 

ing chapters torn 


from the living 







=—- PATHE 
MONTHLY REVIEW ~ 


THE MAGAZINE OF THE SCREEN 7 ISSUES 


crashing into the 
heart of air-mad 





Young America. 





Phaacians 
Sas 


THREE ROARING 


SERIALS 


‘THE LAST 
FRONTIER 


malta, cle NSE “AIRPLANE EXPRESS” 


“LOST IN THE 


Ses cust racket een till ELL 


ONE-REEL PRODUCTIONS 12 EPISODES EACH | 
13 N MUSICAL BROADCASTS 6 VAGABOND ADVENTURES 

B 

Cc 

















. : Beautiful and thrilling camera adventures in 
Blues singers, crooners, bands and wags the for-fung corners of the world... described e 
novelties. Stars of the air... known on in the crisp, appealing voice of Gayne Whitman, 

loved by millions. the “Chandu” of Radio. 


26 AESOP’S FABLES 13 TOM AND JERRY 


, (Animated Cartoons) 
(Animated Cartoons) The happy note of any program. Funnier than 


No product in pictures can match their laugh any comedians that ever lived, these hilarious 
record! An established audience following creations from the ga-ga-gag-men who moke 
built up over a period of 13 successful years. the “Fables”. 
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RKO RADIOS — 
HIT LIST OF 
1932-1933 


is a reality, proven in advance 
by the money records of re- 
cent RKO Radio Pictures... 


Malteterete 













mMAQZT<~A7>oOD 








ommwailMlM< a = HoH 


hee py DAVID O. SELZNICK 
















maxOZ<xx>oO 





| ander the fine leader. | 
: ship of DAVID O. 
_SELZNICK, Executive _ 
' Producer, have been | 
‘assembled the most | 
| brilliant stars,the most 
‘ capable feature play- | 
4 ers, the greatest direc-| : | 
tors and noteworthy eulhers | any » produital . oS ' 
company has ever had the honor to present. — 
Here—a great organization—lIts resources, its 
artistry, its every endeavor is bent toward the’ 

creation 1 of box-office attractions. 


DO AI ers rer reer nnn PO OT ORT rrr eet 



























RUGGLES 


. 


ARCHAINBAUD es : 8 : ; | 











LA CAVA 









Your copy of the RKO 
RADIO PICTURE BOOK is 
now ready. A complete and | 
detailed presentation of # 
next season’s assured box- 
office hits. Ask for it at 
your RKO-Radio Exchange. 


+ 
ner 
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WELLMAN 


anata ; 
non 53: OOOO . acaa 24 . aa . 


Note: Titles of icurat herem are y subject to channel : 2 FITZMAURICE 
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RKO Agents in Dues Moratorium 





To give the boys a break over the 
summer, the RKO agents’ associa- 
tion has declared a moratorium in 
dues for June, July and August, 
making it $5 cheaper per month to 
be an agent. 

Although the ‘irst assessment of 
$20 was paid by all the agents, 
many of them did so under protest 
on grounds that the association 1s 
not representative. It is subservi- 
ent to the booking office and not 
jndependent, they contend. 

Among rulings passed last week 
by the board of directors was one 
advising the New York agents to 
make a connection with authorized 
Chicago act reps to avoid confusion 
jn east-west bookings. 

In a couple of act-agent disputes 
jt was ordered that Carr Bros. and 
Betty should remain with the Bill 
Jackson office and Joe Bell and Sis- 
ters with Blondell & Mack. The 
controversy between Weber-Simon 
and Richard & Lenetska over who 
should agent for Mary Nolan was 
tabled for further discussion. An- 
other dispute, involving the Ben- 
tham office and Curtis & Allen over 
Miss Mooney of Karre, Mooney and 
Noyes, was amicably settled with 
Miss Mooney staying in the act for 
two weeks following May 21, pro- 
viding bookings are secured by Ben- 
tham. 

The agents were asked to co- 
operate more readily with the press 
department and photograph bureau 
in. the supply of billing, pictures, 
etc. 


Harrangues Theatre 
From Across Street 


When Can’t Get Pay 


St. Paul, May 23. 
Kenneth Spencer, magician and 
ventriloquist, was hired to do his 
stuff at the New Ray theatré, small 
outlying nabe, for a promised $15. 
Gross didn’t hit that mark, so David 


Gillman, manager, couldn’t pay. 
Spencer took the matter to court 
and got judgment, but still no 
shekels. So he grabbed his dum- 


mies and hied himself across the 
street from the theatre. Luring a 
crowd away from the showshop 
doors, voice thrower started ask- 
ing his stuffed pals what they 
thought of the manager and the 
theatre. The dummies answered— 
but so did the cops. Charges of 
blocking traffic. 

Freed in court when details were 
explained, Spencer claimed he would 
have been even had the dummies 
been permitted to express their 
opinions two more nights. 


9 HOLIDAY CRUISES TO 
USE FULL FLOOR SHOWS 


Five ocean liners sailing Friday 
(27) for the holiday covering Me- 
morial Day, inaugurating the short 
cruise season which will be in full 
swing about June 1. All initial 
truises will have floor shows con- 
sisting of specialty people, chorus 
and band. 

The shows, all of which were 
booked by Nat M. Abramson, are: 
‘Mauretania’—Bernard Granville, m. 
€.; Colletta Ryan, Broadway Lights 
(revue), Cherie and Tomasita, Paul 
Cadieux, Misha Violin, Steele Sis- 
ters, Flo Lindsay, Belle Gannan, 
Misha Markoff, Cooper and Clifton. 

‘Columbus’—Bobby Jackson, m. c.; 
Dancing Debutantes (revue), Alfred 
Chigi, Pearl Dorinni, Cardell Sis- 
ters, Evelyn Baker, Harry Braun. 

‘Britannic’-—White Way Revellers 
(revue), Gene and Kathleen Lock- 
hart, Ann and Jerry White, Frank 
Braun, Carlos Restivo, Kittle Sis- 
ters, Serge Abagoff, Beniamino Ric- 
cio, Frankie Booth. 

‘Rotterdam’—Nat Gross, m. c.; 

nora’s Steppers, Paramount Girls 





(revue), Yvonne De Vees, Bobby 

Del Rio, Alex Rothov, Texas Red- 

heads, Lilyan Wagner. 
‘Lapland’—Pat Lane, m. c.; Para- 


mount Steppers (revue), Ferdinand 
Zegal, Phyllis Newkirk, Delphine 
Daughn, Young and Mack, Heler. 
Sawn, Milton Ambler. 

Latter crv'se was not certain 
early this week, line watching the 
number of reservations. Another 
Short cruise is also listed with a 
show. Actors reported 
Salary basis, going for the ride 


+ 


| burglar alarm upset Times Square 


Over Summer; More Act Squabbles '2:::%/i2" tus, So 








The Beck Idea 
Upon the start of 
week last week for the 
Godfrey new policy of 
a-day vaude at $1 top at 
Palace, New York, house 
ing into the red for $11,000, 
George Godfrey is said to have 
cabled Martin Beck in Europe: 

‘New policy grand 

Beck’s answer: 

‘Congratulations. 
right again.’ 


CIRCUIT REPS 
BUY AND BOOK 
HEADLINERS 


Representatives of the five major 
theatre circuits met again last week 
to discuss booking. problems, sal- 
aries of headline acts and set the 
routes of two tab productions, one 
produced by Loew and the other 
by Fanchon and Marco. Circuits 
concerned are Publix, Loew, War- 
ner, RKO and Fox. 


Routes have been laid out for the 
Loew-L. K. Sidney tab version of 
‘Rio Rita,’ and Fanchon and Mar- 
co’s ‘Desert Song.’ Around 38 weeks 
have been listed for ‘Rita’ at a 
budgeted cost varying between $5,- 
200 and $5,500. ‘Song’ will play 
solidly at a salary of around $4,509 
weekly. ‘Rita’ will carry a chorus 
of 42, 

These two tabs are the only ones 
so far routed by the circuits. But 
the representatives will take a peek 
at the Joseph DeMilt - Anatole 
Friedland ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ 
this week in Jersey City. If the 
circuits take it, intention is to buy 
out the DeMilt-Friedland interest 
and send it around as a circuit 
proposition. 

The executives sitting in for their 
respective chains are John Balaban 
and Sam Dembro (Publix), L. K. 
Sidney and Ed SchiHer (Loew), HEI. 
B. Franklin and George Godfrey 
(RKO), Joseph Bernkard and Har- 
old Kemp (Warners), and Miike 
Marco and Doc Howe (Fox). 


Phil Baker to WB After 
His 6 for RKO at $5,000 


RKO has had to slough Phil 
Baker into the out-of-town theatres 
as the result of the Palace, New 
York, failing to hold him over as 
originally planned. His salary of 
$5,000, which caused some friction 
between the RKO booking and op- 
erating departments, was found to 
be prohibitive for the Palace under 
its new grind policy and budget. 

Baker's contract with RKO 
through Weber-Simon guarantees 
him six weeks at the $5,000 figure. 
Consolation dates set are Albee, 
Brooklyn; Boston, Chicago and 
Cleveland. Two weeks are Open be- 
tween Boston and Chicago, one re- 
sulting from Cincinnati's dropping 
vaudeville. This will have to be 
filled elsewhere. 

Following his RKO time Baker 
goes to Warners for a week each in 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
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. MITCHELL-DURANT’S LOAF 
23. 
Jack Durant is motoring to Holly- 
wood where he will meet his partner, 
Frank Mitchell, both to take a rest 
around the coast for at least a 
month. Mitchell and Durant have 
been working steadily the past two 
years without a vacation. 
Accompanying Durant 
George Givot, who has a 
for a western for Monarch 
tions when he gets out there. 


Chicago, May 


west is 
contraet 





on a no- | 


BILL BAILEY’S LONG LOAF 
3ill Bailey, formerly of Bailey and 
|; Barnum, has returned to New York 


from a year of roughing it in the 
| South Seas. 

He went away just to fish and 
| loaf 


produc- 


| ing crowds. 


Agents Riled at 





Palace Alarum 


RKO-Palace, 





The New York, 


it went off accidentally. 
After the first false alarm, it 
went of a second time, again draw- 








Godfrey Is Off All Books as 


RKO Shakeup Drops Hodgdons, 


Dempsey, Samuels from Floor 





Beck Importation 
Of Foreign Acts 


| 
Resentment among the RKO! 
agents over Martin Beck’s plans for | 
wholesale importation of foreign | 
acts has reached the stage where} 
some of them are contemplating a 
direct appeal’ to Washington. So 
far the matter has not reached an | 





official stage insofar as discussion | 
by the agents’ association is con- 

} 
cerned. 


Those agents whe have expressed | 
themselves say a direct plea to the 
government is believed more advis- 
able than a complaint to their asso- 
ciation. The latter, as members of 
the board of governors have ad- 
mitted, is considered too closely un- 
der Beck’s direct supervision. 

Beck and Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) 
sail for this side June 14. Prior to 
his departure Beck declared his part 
in the European trip was primarily 
to handle the booking of talent se- 
lected by Roxy for the Radio City 
music hall. Since then Beck has 
cabled advices for press release to 
the effect that he is bringing numer- 
ous foreign acts for the purpose of 
strengthening RKO vaudeville. 

One of Beck’s cables last week 
stated the European acts are show- 
ing ‘a marked willingness to come 
to America. That’s not unusual, 
say the protesting agents, for Amer- 
ican vaudeville and its salaries have 
always been much sought after by 
such foreign acts as could make the 
grade. 

Increasing Idle List 


Importation of foreign talent at 
this time would increase the unem- 
ployment list which is now the 
largest in the history of American 
vaudeville, say the agents. Of the 
800 standard and 1,500 playable acts, 
numbering 5,000 people or more, 
RKO now has room for less than 
200 weekly in its vaudeville theatres. 
This situation will be aggravated 
further by the local amateur shows 
being promoted by all RKO vaude- 
ville houses for a week this summer. 
This alone will eliminate close to 200 
regular acts that week, along with 
the professional salaries, while the 
same thing will be repeated later in 
the summer when a revue compris- 
ing the best of this local talent trav- 
els over the circuit as a unit. 

Type of acts Beck has in mind 
for importation isn’t known, but the 
vaudeville boys anticipate plenty of 
acrobats. 


PALACE ACCIDENT CUTS 
FRITZ HUBERT’S HEAD 


Injury backstage to the boy of the 
act forced Fritz and Jean Hubert 
off the Palace, New York, bill after 
the second show Saturday (21). Hu- 
bert had to take five stitches in his 
head after falling apainst a mis- 
placed piano. 

One of Hubert’s stunts is a hard 
fall into the drop. Through care- 
lessness backstage the piano was| 
not moved sufficiently to the rear, 
behind the curtain. Hubert’s head 
struck the edge of the instrument. 

Casa Lehn and the Trado Twins 
alternately doubled from the Hippo- 
drome in the Hubert’s Palace spot 
over the weekend. | 
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Names for Earle, Phila 


Warners are after names for its 








| 


Earle, Philadelphia. 
Local units are produced now un- 


— a 

Two Stooges Removal of George Godfrey from 
the vaudeville books headlined the 
: latest shakeup in the RKO booking 
Los Angeles, May 23 office. It oceurred Saturday (21). 
Local vaude actor, looking When it was over Jack and Ray 
for a stooge for his new act, Hodgdon, Jack Dempsey and I. R. 
Was interviewing a prospect. Samuels found themselves among 

‘Have you any material?’ the unemployed. 
asked the comic. Economy is the reason given for 
Tl say I have,’ replied the the letouts. Godfrey’s removal from 
stooge. ‘I was with Ted Healy the books was ascribed to incom- 
—e nts best bes. tg ee with petency. Changes and dismissals 
Phil Baker and I played the were ordered by the theatre depart- 

Palace with Frank Fay.’ ment. 

‘What, no gaa Benny? Active booking staff, excluding as- 
yelled the comic. sistants, now numbers three men, 











HOLLYWOOD'S 32 
REVIVED VAUD 
DUE JULY 2 


Warners is attempting to line up 
four or five definite bills in advance 
before reverting the Hollywood, 


lowest on record for the principal 
variety circuit. They are Arthur 
Willi, Bill Howard and Phil Bloom. 
New setup. gives Godfrey’s last 
stand, the Palace, New York, to 
Arthur Willi, while fSoston and 
Providence transfer from Willi’s 
to Bill Howard. 

Samuels, Dempsey and the Hodg- 
were said to have received 
weeks’ salary and their walk- 
Dempsey's Family 
book, comprising Paterson, 
Trenton, Yonkers, goes to Howard, 
The New England first halves re- 
vert to the Boston office. I. R. Sam- 
uels, designated as a ‘scout’ since 
his return to the floor about a month 


book 


dons 
two 
ing 
Dept. 


papers. 





New York, to straight vaudeville 
at two-a-day and $2 top. Meanwhile, 
a verbal agreement with Harry 
Richman for the first bill and prob- 
ably a holdover prevails. 


Probable opening date, depend- 


ing on advance setting of the bills | 


in the next two weeks, is July 2. 

Negotiations with Seymour Felix 
to stage the showg on a percentage 
sharing basis are still on. 


PUBLIX EXTENDING 
ITS BIG STAGE SHOWS 


A route of 15 weeks for Publix’s 
own stage shows, starting at the 
Paramount, New York, is in view. 
In about three weeks the chain 
starts to swing the New York- 
Brooklyn units it produces itself 
into Boston, Buffalo, Detroit, Chi- 
cago and St. Louis. Other houses 
in the de luxe divisions capable of 
playing the shows will probably be 
counted in next month or so. Pub- 
lix contends that its stages out 
of town must support the picture 
the same as demonstrated in N. Y. 
and Brooklyn. 

Desire to spot big names on its 
out of town stages has resulted in 
scheduling of the five keys to take 
the N.Y.-B’klyn. units, with Fanchon 
& Marco ideas, costing much less 
to Publix, to be dropped in Boston, 
Buffalo and Chicago. 

The New York shows will be cut 
probably one act when sent on the 
road in view of the added traveling 
and baggage expenses that must be 
figured. 

Boris Petroff remains as the sole 
producer of the shows under the 
supervision of Boris Morros with 
no one else to be brought in. 


Lombardo Band $6,000 
For B&K Return Date 


Chicago, May 23. 

Guy Lombardo and band goes into 
the Chicago week of June 17 ata 
reported $6,000, about the same fig- 
ure the outfit received from B. & K. 
a little over three years ago at the 
same house. Lombardo, then a 
strong local radio fav, hung up an 
all time record of $71,300 at the Chi- 
cago, in conjunction with ‘Canary 
Murder Case’ (Par). 

Efforts of B. & K. to get Burns 
and Allen on the same bill fell 
through, with the comedy act head- 
ing coastward for a picture. Likely 
that the team will play here foi 
B. & K. on their I ‘ 








Wav bac 


dev Al Kay's supervision by Mor? é 
Harris and Bill Powell. Breaking the Hop 
; agree Due in Hollywood June § for Par- 
POWELL IN PHILLY amount’s ‘The Crooners,’ Burns and 
Pittsburgh, May 23. Allen are breaking the jump with 
Dick Powell, Stanley m.c just three stage weeks They play Buf- 
‘back from Hollywood, goes to the falo this week and follow at Detroit 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia, for a fort- ;} and Indianapolis, all for Publix. 
| night June 17. ; Before leaving N« York the team 
Powell leaves here when the |engaged John P. Medbury to write 
Stanley goes straight pictures, the | their radio material. Deal was made 
Philly engagement winding up his | by long distance, Medbury being on 


WEB 


contract 


ithe Coust. 


| He 


ago, will not be replaced. 

The Hodgdon boys are sons of 
the late Sam K. Hodgdon, organizer 
of the circuit’s present vaudeville 
booking system. 30th have been 
with Keith’s and RKO for over 20 
| years in the capacity of agent and 
| booker. Ray was formerly Charlie 
| Freeman's assistant and lately has 
| 
} 


| been acting as office manager for 
|} the sixth floor. His brother, Jack, 
| has been on the Family Dept. book. 
Beck’s Status 

| Godfrey is designated as the non- 
booking executive head of the hbooke 
| ing office in Martin Beck’s absence, 
| Should Beck resume direction of 
'this branch upon his return from 
| Europe, Godfrey’s position is un- 
known. Godfrey has been gradual- 

(Continued on page 78) 


State Gets Big $27,500, 
Palace Loses $11,000 in 
First Opposition Week 


RKO’s Palace, New York, is at- 
tempting to lower the overhead 
through less expensive bills follow- 
ing a disastrous opening week with 
a $13,500 show. The house lost ale 
most $11,000 on a gross of $17,000. 

Current bill, the second under the 


but still overboard on 
advance booking plans, which set 
$8,000 as the budget limit. For next 
week the new booker, Arthur Willi, 
is reported holding the cost down to 
$7,500. Only act set so far is 
Jeanne Aubert, single. 

As a result of raising its stage 
budget $1,500 to $5,000 against the 
Palace’s opening four-a-day week, 
Loew's State, a block away on 
Broadway, attracted a high $27,500. 
George Sidney and Smith and Dale 
topped the vaudeville, with ‘Letty 
| Lynton’ the picture. State’s weekly 
average with $4,000 stage bills has 
been around $21,000. 


in salaries, 


DELLOLIO DIES IN N. 0. 














| New Orleans, May 23. 
Deno Dellolio, 31, of the vaude- 
ville team of Deno and Rochelle, 
died at the Baptist hospital here 
last Saturday (21) of septic poison- 
ing which induced decuble pneu- 
monia. 

Deno jumped here from Little 


Rock and was laying off for a week 


prior to opening at the Orpheum. 
had been suffering from a throat 
and was appearing under 
Determined to play 
relapse 


infection 
difficulty 
through this 

He is survived by his wife, 
Rochelle, and a brother. Dance act 
of er no and Ro neiie has been 
standard in American vaudeville for 
Deno was a native of Bel- 


caused a 


years, 

gium. 
Interment at Vinelands 

(Tuesday). 


N du to- 


day 


new grind policy, is down to $9,000 








ay 


fer Goebel cn. 0 


SS SES eS 


SO Te meme correend we 
: 











—_— 


FS AS, A OT EL LR LEE ET LN 





| ie 


52 VARIETY 


VAUDEVILEE 


Tuesday, May 24, 1939 








[ —— 


Strand on Bway May Go Vaude 





Report WB House Will Take on ‘Hip Policy’ Next 
Winter When Winter Garden Is Turned Back 


More than mere talk is attached 
to the rumble that Warners’ New 
York Strand will go vaudfilm next 
winter. Revival o. this particular 
Broadway stage predicated on 
Warner Bros. being due to turn 
back the Winter Garden to the Shu- 
berts about Jan. 1. Elimina ‘on of 
the Garden from the WB bright 
alley list will leave that company 


with three Broadway show windows. | shiftings scheduled to take 


Preliminary plans for the Strand 
call for what is known to vaude- 
ville men a ‘Hippodrome’ policy, 
or eight acts and a picture. Thea- 
tre will, presumably, be booked by 
Warners’ own booking office here on 
a full week basis under a three-a- 
day performance routine. With the 
Winter Garden out of the way the 
Hollywood will become the ace WB 
weekly change picture spot with the 


as 


Warner to try run films, on a grind, 
from that firm and the Strand ‘o 
take second runs from both these 
houses in conjunction with its 
vaude. Such a schedule woul! 
throw the Strand in direct compe- 
tition with Loew’s State, the RKO 


Palace, if that former big time two- 
a-dayer is running feature flickers 
by Christmas, and the Hippodrome 


? 





FRISCO’S VAUDE SHIFTS 


Orph. Gets 6 Acts—Band and M. C. 
Into Golden Gate 


San Francisco, May 23. 








(RKO) over on 6t: avenue from 
which site 
be adopted. 
The Strand and its 2,900 seating 
capacity has long been ogled by 
legit producers who, during the past 
couple of years, would have liked 
to have tried musicals there at a 
$3 top. This idea is still prevalent 
but has lowered to a $2 hunch with 
Warners never showing any inclina- 
tion to turn the site over to an out- 
“ider despite executives admitting 
amongst themselves that the firm 
has one too many theatres on 
Broadway. Release of the Winter 
Garden is figured to adjust the mul- 
tiple house situation which calls for 
50 much screen product. 
$4,000 Bills 
RKO is now paying around $3,000 
for its vaudeville at the Hippo- 
drome. This budget used to he 
$4,000 and Warnors figure the same 
salary list would about hold for the 
Strand. Stage, pit and equipment 
is already at hand, hence with the 
addition of a couple of drops and 
full stage cycs the Strand would be 
about ready to shoot with its acts. 
The Strand, first film deluxer in 
the country, went stage presenta- 
tion on a substantial scale shortly 
after it opened in 1914 and held to 
this policy through successive 
regimes which had S. L. Rothafel, 
B. A. Rolfe and Joe Plunkett at its 
helm. It continued giving stage 
shows until about five years ago 
when the pressure from surrounding 
Broadway film-stage spots became 
too great. The Strand then reverted 
to straight pictures to which it has 
held. 





Publix Adds Stage as 
RKO Drops Youngstown 


Youngstown, O., May 23. 

With vaudeville dropped by RKO 
Palace, the Publix Paramount, sec- 
ond largest house here, has inaug- 
urated a presentation-film policy, 
with no advance in prices. 

First unit in is ‘Harlem Hot 
Shots’ plus usual first run picture. 





From Sax to Yelps 


Los Angeles, May 23, 

Leo L. Schaumer, saxophonist 
and once of the California Boys, 
vaudeville collegiate aggregation, 
has been appointed associate attor- 
ney for the Los Angeles office of 
the State Labor Commission. 

Schaumer shares the local bu- 
reau’s legal work -7ith Charles F. 
Lowy, who has handled the positic 
alone for years. Schaumer’s broth- 
er, Ad, is an assistant director at 
Fox with Dave Butler. 


the proposed policy would | 








T “Variety” — 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until LaborDay + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 





Cliff Work has been in all week 
| setting local RKO houses for policy 
place 

May 27. 
Six vaude acts go into the Or- 


pheum and Claude Sweeten moves 
from Golden Gate to the Orph 
conductor. Golden Gate goes pre- 
sentation with Teddy Joyce as m. c. 
and Ben Black, producer. Oakland 
Orpheum to split week 
vaude policy. 

Ellis Levey and local RKO of- 
fice are handling the vaude bookings 
along with Bern Bernard in L. A. 
Resigning from RKO a month ago, 
Emil Umann.is back at the Golden 
Gate as p. a. succeeding Frank 
Percy. M. S. Vidaver follows Bob 
Gilmour as p. a. at the Orpheum. 


as 


changes 


PITTSB'GH GOES 
100% STAGELESS 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 

For the first time in history, Pitts- 
burgh will be without a single pres- 
entation house this summer. Stan- 
ley and Penn, town’s only deluxers, 
go straight piciures for the warm 
months starting June 17. Musicians 
and stagehands were handed four- 
week notice last week. 

Action is unprecedented, only 
other time Pittsburgh was stageless 
being last fall during three-month 
walkout of musicians. Penn tses 
Loew units while Stanley only a 
fortnight ago installed Fanchon- 
Marco presentations. 

Takings at both sites have been 
hitting new lows of late, which pre- 
cipitated the straight-picture de- 
cision. 


B & K Reviving Own Units, 
Loew Out in Chi-St. Louis 


Chicago, May 23. 

Balaban and Katz will again pro- 
duce its own stage units for the 
Oriental here, the Loew units be- 
ing cancelled from this house. The 
Fanchon-Marco troupes will con- 
tinue to play the Chicago. Change 
takes effect June 18. 

Expectations are that upon the 
drop-out from the Oriental, the 
Loew units will also be withdrawn 
from St. Louis where they have 
been playing for Publix. Reason is 
that with the Oriental date passing 
it would leave a one week layoff be- 
tween Cleveland and Chicago for 
the Loew troupes and another idle 
week between here and St. Louis. 


Hines Band in Pittsbgh., 
Take Up Bolger’s Option 


Chicago, May 23. 

Abe Lastfogel jumped in here 
over the week-end to book the Earl 
Hines orchestra for Warners at the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, June 3. 

While here Lastfogel adjusted 
Ray Bolger’s contract in ‘Scandals,’ 
George White taking up the option 
on the dancer, Coming in with 
Lastfogel from New York was 
Harry Spingold, also of the William 
Morris office, for some local radio 
deals, 

















ALIMONY TUSSLE 


Chicago, May 23. 
After seven years the wife of 
Jack La Fayette, of La Fayette and 
Laverne, dance team, caught up 
with him and had him brought into 
court for alimony arrears. A depu- 
ty sheriff picked La Fayette off the 
floor at the College Inn, where the 

team is working, costume and all. 
Darcer was released later after 
Judge Daniel Trude placed him 
under $500 bond and ordered him 
to pay the missus $20 a week and 
$150 attorney fees, while the di- 











vorcg.is in progress. 


‘a quartet and a band. 





Service 





San Francisco, May 23. 

Al Jolson had the world’s 
most completely equipped 
dressing room while at the 
Fox last week. 

Management supplied Jolson 
vith a large frigidaire, a pic- 
ture projector with plenty of 
film, a radio, chaise lounge, 
telephone, and a stooge named 
Bill Perlberg. 


Dropping Four South 
Reduces RKO Time to 
New Low of 303 Wks. 


Three weeks of RKO in the south, 
New Orleans, Atlanta and Little 





Rock-Nashville (split) will drop 
| vaude in June. This will bring the 
RKO time down to a new low of 











Par’s $7,000 Variety 
Bill Next Week Incl. 





Raft, Brian-Murray 
Paramount, New York, will play 


another expensive variety bill next 
week (27) in a continuation of its 
stage name policy, with a salary 
list of around $7,000 for acts. 
Georgie Raft, now a Paramount 


lecontract film player, makes a per- 


Murray 
two-act 


sonal for the week. Ken 
and Mary Brian in their 
and the Runaway Four also in. 


TAB IN OLD-KENTUCKY’ 
BEING MUSICALIZED 


Tab version of ‘In Old Kentucky,’ 
20 year old legit racehorse play, is 
in rehearsal at the Erlanger the- 
atre, New York. Sam Blair is pro- 
ducing. 

George Dewey Washington heads 
the colored cast, which takes in 
Marjorie Stern, Clara Smith, Jack 
Bell, Hamtree Harrington, 16 girls, 
Show also 
has a couple of horses and a mule 
to do their stuff on a treadmill. 
Dances by Allan K. Foster. 

For the tab popular songs have 
been interpolated and the book cut 





heavily. 

Show may play Southern indie 
time. Doc Wells is managing the 
troupe, 





Film Names and Orch of 
200 Swell Mastbaum 


Philadelphia, May 23. 

The Mastbaum show this week 
saw Sid Silvers, Phil Baker's for- 
mer audience plant, and now sim- 
ilarly working for Lilyan Tashman, 
getting all the rave notices above 
both Miss Tashman and James 
Hall, the screen celebs making per- 
sonal appearances. 

David Ross, house maestro, is also 
conducting the ‘world’s greatest’ or- 
chestra of 200. Symphonists also 
went into jazz, which made the 200 
musickers the world’s largest jazz 
combo as well. 

Reports that the Mastbaum would 
close are dispelled by the $45,000 
gross the house expects to do this 
week, 





A. C. PIERS 


Million Doliar Adding Big Shows to 
Buck Steel Pier 











Atlantic City, May 23. 

Young's Million Dollar Pier, taken 
over by George Gravenstein of Phil- 
adelphia for the summer, will enter 
into competition with the Steel Pier 
this season with weekly change 
stage shows. The spot hasn't played 
important attractions under past 
operation by the Callahan Bros. and 
Capt. Young. 

Five-act vaudeville bills will be 
booked from Philly by Jay Ray- 
mond. Pier’s policy also involves 
name bands for the dance floor. 

Gravenstein runs the Carmen the- 
atre in Philly. 


RKO Club Dept. Adds 2 


Chicago, May 23. 

RKO club booking department 
here, headed by Tom Powell, former 
agent and recently a theatre man- 
ager, is being augmented. 

Sol Wagner, orchestra leader, and 
Waddy Wadsworth, musician, are 
both handling band bookings under 
Powell. 


Edwards for Chi Tivoli 
Chicago, May 23. 
Because Fanchon & Marco's ‘Art 
Galleries’ unit can’t reach the Tivoli 








in time to open June 3, Gus Ed- 
wards’ act goes in, separately 
booked. 





‘Galleries’ follows, 


| 3044 weeks throughout the country. 
| A year ago over 100 RKO houses 

70 
Currently, the total number 


played vaude, offering around 
| weeks. 
|operating stage shows will become 
| 44; 19 full 


employing around 290 acts 


weeks and 14% splits, 


on the 
| week, 





5 STONES ACT 
FOR PUBLIX? 


With Publix easing off booking of 
condensed legit musicals, that cir- 
cuit’s bid for Fred Stone's tabloid- 
ized ‘Smiling Faces’ has curdled 
and a new proposal to book the 
entire Stone family as an act has 
come up Deal is being 
handled by Lyons & Lyons. 

Family act would find, in addi- 
tion to Fred Stone, Mrs. Stone (Ar- 
line Crater), Paula and Dorothy 


instead, 


Stone, and the latter’s husband, 
Charles Collins. 
While various members of the 


family have appeared together on 
the stage, this would be the first 
time for all the five Stones in one 
act, 


WB DOWN TO 5 WKS., 
WITH PITTS., J. C. OFF 


Warner Bros. are dropping stage 
shows for the summer in Pittsburgh 
June 10 and Jersey City June 16. 
These are the only two remaining 
spots using Fanchon & Marco units. 

Remaining Warner houses using 
stage attractions, Washington, Earle 
(Philly), Waterbury, New London, 
Elizabeth, Hoboken, Elmira and 
Wheeling, will probably stick for 
the summer. These houses consti- 
tute a new low for Warners of five 
weeks, 


Gus Edwards Now Would 
Like to Be an RKO Agent 


Gus Edwards, who stopped acting 
last year to become a vaudeville 
producer exclusively, now wants to 
be an agent also, 

His request for membership in the 
RKO agents’ association and per- 
mission to go on the booking floor is 
under advisement. 














Osterman-Healy Bids 
For Own F-M Units 


In line with a desire for names 
in F. & M. units, Mike Marco is 
overturing Jack Osterman and Ted 
Healy to head separate units. 

Each of the vaude headliners will 
have a special show built around 
him if the propositions are closed. 





PEABODY GRABS REST 


Hollywood, May 23. 

After three weeks at Loew’s State, 
Eddie Peabody needed a rest, and 
left his Fanchon & Marco unit for 
the San Diego and current Pan- 
tages week. Peabody is siesta-ing 
at his Riverside ranch. 

Red Corcoran substituted as m. ec. 
for the Pantages run, which started 
Thursday (19), 





REIS AND DUNN FOR RKO 


and Dunn, radio team on 
both NBC and CBS, show for Loew 
at the Orpheum, opening tomorrow 
(Wednesday), 

Team just completed a few weeks 
for Fanchon & Marco. 


Reis 





Barto-Mann Hop In 
Barto and Mann hop into Chicago 
to bolster ‘Rhymes in Rhythm,’ 
Fanchon & Marco unit. 
Team will stay four 
the troupe in Chi, 


weeks with 











CLUB MAY SEND 
FLOP FROLIC 
OUT AGAIN 


of 
who 


Some the 60-odd 


participated 


club mems 
the 


fated ‘Friars Frolic’ road try are 


bers in ille 
nee 
gotiating for the show with inten. 
tions of sending it out again under 
another title and 
‘line of girls added. The all-male 
version closed in Baltimore last 
week after playing only nine one.- 
nighters, although booked solid till 
July. 

Irving Tishman and Jimmy 
O’Neal, promoters and producers of 
the Friars’ road project, lost around 
$15,000. They took over the prop- 
position and paid for the production, 
with the club and actors sharing on 
a percentage basis, 


possibly with a 


Only members of the troupe that 
received guarantees were the sing 
ing supers in the minstrel first 
part. Principals in on the per- 
centage plan included Pat Rooney, 
Joe Frisco, Eddie Leonard, Jans 
and Whalen, Danny Dare, Walter 
C. Kelly, Harry Hershfield, 
Cunningham, Georgie Price, Eddie 
Miller, Mario and Lazarin, King, 
King and King, Neil Golden’s band, 
Saranoff, Vincent O’Donnell, Buddy 
Doyle, Chick Chandler, Jos. KE. 
Howard, Vaughn Comfort and War- 
ren Jackson. 

Show opened in Newburgh, N. Y., 
following the New York annual 
Friars performance and then played 
New Haven, Hartford, Springfield, 
Providence, Boston, Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore in suc- 
cession, 

Operating cost amounted to al- 
most $20,000 a week, which the 
show could not equal on business 
indicated by the nine days it 
played. Advance exploitation and 
advertising bill amounted to $1,500 
alone in one spot where the gross 
hardly exceeded $2,000 for the one 
night. 

In Philly, despite an $1,800 ad- 
vance sale, the gross was only $2,200. 
Out-of-towners’ general unfamil- 
iarity with the Friars’ show and 
what it represented, was one cause 
of the flop, it was believed. Many 
people thought it a religious organ- 
ization, including a number of mine 
isters who came to see the performs 
ance in each town. 

Among reasons for the club mem- 
bers’ desire to send the show out 
again is to fulfill some advance 
booking obligations. Some cancelled 
theatres spent upwards of $1,000 on 
advance plugging, with all stands 
forced to refund on advance tieket 
buys, if any, 


Jackie Cooper’s $2,750 
Is Twice Film Salary 


Jackie Cooper opens for Loew's 
June 3 in Jersey City on a straight 
salary booking of $2,750. 

Further Loew time for the picture 
kid is being set to follow, with a 
Broadway week at the Capitol prob- 
able. 

Young Cooper’s studio salary is 
$1,300 with Metro, 


Joe 











Cole Refuses Increase, 
5 Walk; Act Canceled 


Lester Cole’s Soldiers of Fortune, 
singing act, slated for the Palace, 
New York, for the current week 
(21), was forced to cancel when 
five of the 16 men in the act walked 
out. Boys demanded a salary in- 
crease, 

Henry Santre-” band is similarly 
billed as the Soldiers of Fortune. 


Campbell Soup Act 


Campbell Soup vaude act opens 
at the Forham, N. Y., June 4, with 
Robert Simmons, tenor, and How- 
ard Lanin’s orchestra. 

Campbell Soup went off NBC 
some weeks ago but the air billing 
will be retained for vaude use. 


BARABOO’S 2 DAYS 
Chicago, May 23. 

First indie re-entry to the vaude 
field in months is Baraboo, Wis., 
which returns to vaude May 29. 
Will play five ats for two-day 
stretch, Sunday and Monday. 
Booked out of the Charlie Zematef 











Office, 


M., 
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RKO-NBC Booking 
Gets Together as 
Club Depts. Merge 


RKO and NBC's club booking bu- 
reaus will be merged as the first 








direct departmental connection since 
the vaudeville circuit and radio net- | 
work were placed under one presi- 
dent. 

Combined club departments, book- 
{ng shows for private affairs, will} 
be operated under one head and mu- | 
tual direction and financing by R KO} 
and NBC. Office for the time be- 
ing will be located at RKO Sele 
tion of a head will occur between 
now and June 1, date for the m« 
to take effect. 

Inder the exchange of talent ar- 
rangement between RKO’s booking | 

office and NBC's artist bureau, plac- | 
ing of people is now under way. 
During the past week RKO booked |! 
four NBC contract turns for vaude | 
through its network contact man,| 
Chester Stratton. Acts were Grace} 
Hayes, Alice Joy, Ray Perkins and 
the Campbell Soup program. RKO 
agreed to use the latter’s commer- 
cial Jabel in the vaudeville billing. 


| Troy and Schenectady 


PUBLIX SOUTH 


cs 
Texas Territory Going Completely 
Showless for Summer 


Stage 
houses in 


shows go out of Publix 


the Texas division en- 


tirely, from indications. 

On top of last week's decision to 
ireturn the Alabama. Birmingham 
to straight pictures Saturday (258) 
‘Publix sucdenly called a halt « 
|stage shows at the Wort 
Worth, yesterday (23) and 
to vacate Dallas, only souther1! 


left with rostrum entertainme 
Fanchon & Marco shows, playil 

these cities for Publix, previous) 

went o 


of Shreveport and Mobile 


_ 3 MORE VAUDE WEEKS 
DROP OFF RKO ROUTE 


RKO vaudeville shrinks’ three 
more weeks shortly with Cincinnati 
and Syracuse dropping out and 
reducing to 
first halves only. The only one of 
shows 


which takes 


these retaining stage of any 


kind is Cincy (Palace), 


|Fanchon & Marco units June 11. 


TABS OUT IN OAKLAND 
San Francisco, May 23. 
Stanley Griffin’s Premier, Oak- 
land, is again straight pix after try- | 
ing tab shows for two week-ends. | 











SINGLE [AND NOW | 


SUN - RAY 
HEALTH LAMPS 
FOR OUR QUESTS 


further proof that The Ediso@ 
ie New York's best hotel value. 


from 
$ (ete) 

fo! 861000 rooms, each with bath (tub 
and a shower), radio, circulas’ 


ing ice water, large closets. 

The New Tel. PEnnsylvania 6-8600 
HOTEL | 
| 


DISON 


47th ST. JUST W. OF B’WAY, N.Y. 
A SRE ALS AS 


fe) 0)-18 3 














|} under 


og 
in Rochester. 


eral months. 


break-in spot in the middle 
for vaudeville acts. 


Syracuse switches to Loew units 
reciprocal arrangement with 
Loew’s whereby the latter’s stage 
shows bow out of Rochester. It 
gives RKO the stage field to itself | 
in Syracuse and Loew’s the same! 
Deal does not affect 
RKO’s film arrangement with War- 
ners in Syracuse whereby RKO as- 
sumes the WB: Strand. 

Loew is also dropping its units 
out of Columbus, O. 

The Troy and 


Schenectady 


change commences June 4 with both 
trimming the vaude to four days a 

week. They are now seven day 

splits. 


Chicago, May 23. 
RKO's Englewood, on the south 
side, goes dark May 28. It has been 
playing straight pictures for sev- 
At one time the Englewood was 
the _ principal Keith and RKO 
west 














Now Playing 


| His own orchestra in the East will | 
| render its portion of the program, | 


Loew's 


| period. 


DeLuxe 
Theatres | 








OR 





DON 


“The SHERIFF” 


IN GREGORY RATOFF’'S 


CONDENSED 


VERSION OF 


“GIRL CRAZY” 


THIS WEEK (MAY 21) 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


NEXT WEEK (MAY 28) 


METROPOLITAN, BKLYN 


Thanks to LYONS & LYONS 





RKO Theatre Dept. 


instead of 13 and a stick waver 
tei ; a lilies, ihe RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
curl oa at pots 4 n ie (Week May 21), Scattle, Wash. 
Orpheum, akland, which goes RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 pT RCE Tie _—_— ents 
isplit week with vaude for first |] (Week May 21), Oakland, Calif. THREE BREDWINS 


| last halves will drop two men from 
|! the stage leaving five in the 
| Orchestra, 


; men 


‘is putting finishing touches on a/| 
hook, 


| straight flicker until two weeks ago 


| doing okay right along by ballyhoo- 


| Fay’s, 


Daphne Pollard Heads 
First of $2,000 4-Wk. 
RKO 5-Act Coast Units 


| COLORED TAB 


‘Darktown Scandals’ Miniatured | 


Will Pass on All After Brief Legit Try 
* Future $1,000 Acts er 


*‘Darktown Scandals,’ Jack | 


Schencker’s colored indie legit pro- | 


z Os vaude j;wMokere , } . R - . ges " . 
RKO's vaude bookers lose much duction, has been tabloidized and is Los Angeles, M 
O e2hats ve - > . 19 +¢ $ ) , 
of their authority and power by a! now wildcatting in independer First RKO supplementary aude 
ney ora rice} . ¥ + New England riecture houses, . - >< : ‘ 
_— rder_ whi restrains them » bill formed in L. A, to pl the four 
, . Show only plaved two weeks In 7. Sie 
booking anything for $1.000 or . ‘ weeks of Coast houses is eadlined 
> its original fori When no furthe ; 
‘ er { neir ¢ 14 4 s . t Dapl I ( ©) Ss e 
} the ’ 
x £ $ ( ] Ni s l 
! i 
é I F . : ] 
ira) Qi ! | l ! 
tre D f Frank Evers ( . & s 
R £ ers it Se t NI 0 
¢ dgme é 50 MILLION’ RESTARTS Second = Jun is 
. . = uc ot \ lio? the California Collegiar . i 
a ‘ Arnaut I ©} I W I e] 
2 ri aline < | Gor } 1 Ss é F } « 
rolowing ssual $ S } bons 
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nflux in booking 
figures slightly under the $1,001 


limit RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
_(Week Way 21). San Francisco 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week May 28), Scattte. Wash. 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
RICH 


tn 
CHERI 


Miss Pert of Paris” 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of ¢ 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


CREWS, MUSICIANS CUT 
IN RKO COAST HOUSES 


Los Angeles. 


“omedy" 





May 23 with MARGOT CRANGLE 

hand and musicians’ union confer- 
ences in San Francisco last week CASS. 
ber of men to be used in the San re , 7.98 
Francisco and Oakland RKO houses. On the U p and Up 
stage crew two men in operating che 
under a stage band policy. As- y A § 
from the Orpheum which returns 
to vaude this Friday (27). Latter 

) ; Tells You About Women Here 
tricians will work on a split shift. - , 
Deal with the musicians has 11 There and Everywhere 


Cliff Work returned from stage- (Direct! on of Phil Offin) 
where he affected a cut in the num- 
Golden Gate, ‘Frisco, cuts its (Direction of Sam Tishman) 
sistant electrician has been dropped 
HALPERIN 
switch is no saving as two elec- 
men and a leader at the Orpheum (Direction of Jack Weiner) 











halves and stage presentations on Athletic Comics 


___ (Direction of Hugo Morris) 


GERALDINE and JOE 


International Kiddie Stars 


WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny’s Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 





crew. 
which will double from 
the pit to the stage, remains at 11 
and leader. 





The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 


Whiteman’s Cross-Country MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


Hook-Up with Own Band The Ultimate in Harmony 


nine | BENNY 
MEROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr George Wood 
(Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 


_. , SaaNe ction Weeden-Schultz) 


|NAYAN PEARCE 
_|land JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 
Boyd Davis, Musical Director 
(Direction of Ed. 8. Keller) 


AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 
in Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 








Hollywood, May 

Paul Whiteman, now vacationing 
in Hollywood, will conduct his 
amateur talent auditions on the 
Pontiac hour from here May 27. ! 





after which he will use the KFI | 
studio orchestra for the audition | 








Whiteman and his wife are at the | 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 





Biltmore, Santa Barbara, where she (Week May 2!), Denver, Coto. 


to Grow Thin On | THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MASTERS 
AND 


GRAYCE 
in “GESS WHO'TIS 


Jess Freeman-Chas. Morrison) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week May 2!), Tacoma, Wash. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 


(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JELI SMITH 


DON 
ZELAYA oe eee 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteesa 











‘How 
Juices.’ 


Providence Stage Shows 
Holding Up Film Biz 


Providence, May 23. (Dir. 


Te So ; vi , “tawe fare 
rown is still bullish on stage fare Ae Astiotie I4ca From Parte 
in the picture houses, film spot 


’ s ”9 
counting heavily on the rostrum to “LIVING JEWELRY 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 








bolster biz. 


The Paramount, which had been 





holds Horace Heidt this week who | 
is doing nicely. The Albee has been | 


ing the vaude above the film and 
with Alice Joy last week, 
credited its pace to the radio songs- 


tress 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





PARK, ALLENTOWN, BURNS 








Easton, Pa., May 23. 
Park theatre, Central Park, Allen- 
town, and several other buildings 
were destroyed by fire last wee) 
The loss is estimated at $100,000. 
The opening of the f 


park, set for 
Saturday (21), was heid denis the EDITH BOW D it i] | T 0 
fire. P 
The theatre was one of the big a Page sey ~~ peel r D E N N ¥ 


attractions in the park and in sum- 
DOT STEVENS 


mer played vaudeville and 
n “Lady Harrower's Reception” 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week May 2t), _Omaha, Neb. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
an (Week May 28). San Francisco 


VERNON RATHBURN | ~ ROSETTE and LUTTMAN © 

“The Prince of Rhythm” In “Dance Stories” 

AND ats SAX-O-TETTE With°GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir He : W ard M ax (iorde n> (Dir. of Max rishman, Plunkett office) 








(Direction of Lee Stewart) 





some- 


times legit. Capacity, 1,500. THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Act Defaults on Theatre Wes and Lisa Adams 


Buffalo, May 23 Bernice Mershon "(Direct on of Chas. Wilshin) 
The independent Kensington the- (Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) on 
Oe et ee ee ee LITA GREY 
traction over the week-end when 


DOCT OR 


Montana Meechy and his Montar 
(ow boy Band faile d to appe Cc re 
contract No notice of any kind eR 


“The Charming Chantress” 


regarding the default was received 


he theatre. 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 














The contract was made by J. Als- 
Y reprecenting imsel ae the (Direction of Herry Fitzgerald) (Booked by Weber-Simon) 
ent of re nang 





ewe iomR oan 





ose ncee 


Re ae ee URE ve 


srr 


ee 
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54 VARIETY 


BURLESQUE—VAUDE 








Inside Stuff-Vaude 


‘Clipper’ files for 1897 reveal a libel suit of Madge Ellis, English music 
hall singer. A group was trying to prevent the relicensing of a music 
hall in London, and one of the most damaging charges was that Miss 
Ellis had appeared on the stage with legs bare to the knee, Singer 
promptly sued and not only was awarded damages, but the defendant 
had to publish a printed apology in the daily papers. 








The same year the Sisters Leigh were a sensation over here in their 
barefoot dance, in which they discarded not only stockings, but shoes. 
Mostly played the burlesque houses and regarded as a bit raw even there, 

RKO’'s proposal to bring in an outside independent booker to head its 


Martin Beck had high hopes a few 
Negotiations with Arthur Fisher 
along with the houses they 


family time department, for which 
weeks ago, is probably off permanently. 
and Jack Linder to bring in one or the other, 
now book, have been tabled. 

Both indie bookers had insisted on three-year contracts when sent for 
by Beck at the time. RKO offered contracts for only one year, 


Where budgets permitted, the F&M: hunch of booking names. every 
third or fourth week has worked to the benefit of the boxoffice. People 
such as Raquel Torres, Mae Murray, Conchita Montenegro, Betty Comp- 
son, Ruth Roland and now Gilda Gray, who is set to start out for F-M, 
have evidenced attention grabbing capabilities regardless of the degree 


of b.o. stregth, and this factor has been okay, too. 

Clyde Beatty and his big cats have returned to the Hagenbeck- Wallace 
show after the Ringling date in Boston. Beatty is credited as working 
with the most animals ever assembled in a cage for a trainer. He is 
handling around 32 lions, lionesses, and tigers. 

Vallecita, woman, used to work with about 14 leopards. 





Matrons in the ladies’ washrooms have been dropped by all RKO the- 
atres as another economy measure. A further cut eliminates all house 
managers’ secretaries. The saving’ on both is around $1,200 a week. 
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RKO SPACE SAVING IN CHI 
Chicago,..May 23., 
Following a_ visit. from the _ big 
bosses last week the local RKO of- 
fices will cut down on space, giving 
up the back suite on the fifth floor, 
which has been housing’ the trans- 
portation and construction depart- 
ments. Both departments will move 
up where the publHcity offices are 
now, with the latter to be shoved up 
further and closer to the main of- 
fices. 
This is the second space retrench- 
ment within a year for RKO here. 





Burlesque Loses Out 
Canton, O., May 23. 

Grand opera house is dark again 
after a five-week attempt to re- 
vive burlesque. 

House will remain dark until 
Sept, 1, when local stage hands 
plan to reopen it with co-operative 
dramatic: stock. 


Material by 
EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 














—__ ne a er 


Sr 
Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
'General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


i60 WEST. 46" ST: 
BRyant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY 






































J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
ee 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 












WARNING 


PROPS, MUSIC and MATERIAL of 


CHILTON AND THOMAS 


Are Fully Protected by the U. S. Copyright and Patent 
Bureau at Washington, D. C. 


WEEK MAY 28, LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


(NEW ACT) 
Dir. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY (inc.) 











GUS HILL AGAIN BUSY 
ON A QUESTIONNAIRE 


Gus Hill is reported making 
plans for production for next sea- 
son, Whether for Broadway or for 
pop road tours in which field Hill 
formerly figured, not stated. 


Radio Bally for Indie 
- Vaude in Upper N. Y. 





With the arrival of warm weather, 
vaudeville is being booked in the 
Smalley theatres located in the up- 
state (N. Y.) summer-resort belt, 


It is intimated. that Hill has As was the case last year, acts 
| formed a syndicate with the idea of ; are broadcasting over WGY, Schen- 
tieing up a number of dark indie |ectady, in a ballyhoo for their ap- 
| hhesuen in New York and out of| pearance at Catskill Mt, and Mo- 
town. Most of Hill’s former winners hawk Valley towns. 
were cartoon shows, based on comic 
| strips which supplied the titles and 
cheaply produced. He has been in 
retirement but maintains an office 
although not known to have pre 
sented shows for about eight years 
The pop producer formerly at- 
tempted to feel out the sentiment 
of showmen regarding each coming 
season. He would write question- 
naires on post cards, sent to mana- 
gers and others. His present plans 
are believed to be based on such} 
prediction. 








* BENNY s PHONE CALL 





Cambridge, Mass., May 23. 

One man won a divorce from his 
burlesque-actress wife anc another 
sought to cut the knot that binds 
him to a vaude actress in Probate 
Court here, 

Clifford ‘Tommy’ Robson, middle- 
bem -w boxer, was freed from Doris 
Robson, whom he said now is 








ACADEMY, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 19. f ith a burlesque show in New York. 

Only three burlesque spots remain | Robson told the court his wife left 

in all Chicago metropolitan district.| him in Septemker, 1929, after wal- 

This time last year there were/loping him on the head with an 
seven. Those dark are the south- 


ash tray—and it was made of glass, 
too,—the tray. 

A love letter from ‘Bennie,’ the 
boy friend,’ was offered in evidence 
by George M. Anderson, seeking a 
divorce from his blonéce spouse, 
Madeline Gould . Anderson, vaude | 
and cabaret singer, on a charge of 
cruelty, Anderson .testified he, re- 
ceived a telephone call.from Ben- 
nie, threatening to put him on the 
spot. because his,. wife requested 
that this favor be: done, His wife: 
stayed out nights and frequently 
came home’ intoxicated, Anderson 
said, 


‘She hurled an alarm clock at me 
and hit me in the eye so hard there 
was a dent in the clock,’ the ag- 
grieved hubby testified as he ex- 
hibited the dented clock as evidence. 
Defendant denied everything. Coutt 
reserved decision. 


BOSTON MEMORIAL TO 
DQ 4-A-DAY MAY 28 


Boston, May 23. 

Keith’s Memorial, Boston, starts 
four-a-day vaude next Saturday 
(28) with Ben Bernie. 

Loew units shift into the Keith- 
Boston at the same time on a pres- 
entation policy. House formerly 
played RKO’s vaude bills. 
Memorial will play four-a-day 
yularly excepting Sundays when 
local houses don’t open until $ p. 


m. Loew’s vaude remains at the 
State. 


side Empress, the loop Woods and 
Rialto, and the westside Star and 
Garter. Remaining in the swim are 
the State-Coengress, the Haymarket 
and this arena. 

These three appear able: to goa 
along with the residue of the busi- 
ness. The State-Congress is away 
by itself on the south end of the 
loop: and gets enough of the tran- 
sient trade in that sector to. keep 
the doors open, 

Out here. on the westside district, 
surrounded by 10c. flophouses, -10c. 
complete’ meals, -Salvation Army 
meetings on every corner and curb- 
stone sitters, the battle is between 
the Academy and the Haymarket. 
At this house things look okay. N. 
S. Barger, operator, has gone in 
heavily for what names there are, 
and is following the picture house 
scheme by doubling and tripling 
these names on one show, 

Currently Peaches Browning is 
here to sing a couple of tunes, and 
the gal takes credit for turning in 
one of the niftiest grosses garnered 
at the house. On the evening 
caught, the spot eliminated the reg- 
ular feature flick that separates the 
two evening performances, and 
turned out three stage shows in 
order to eatch the standouts that 
overflowed into. the lobby and 
street. For the state of burlesque 
as it is at present locally, that’s a 
note. Peaches holds over for a sec- 
ond week, 

This house, however, has always 
presented a sort of better-class bur- 
lesque. Leo Stevens, the producer, 
has constantly demonstrated that 
he knows how to put on these 
shows with an eye for formation, 
flash and novelty. Given proper} r- 
coin and material, Stevens could 
really exhibit a couple of eye-open- 
ers in the production field, 

House is using a chorus of 18 and 
an average of 11 principals. The 
stuff is standard burlesque of today. 
Barger claims that there’s no smut 
on this stage, but that point could 
be disputed. He does, however, 
admit that the girls strip down. 
They do, down to the last and thin- 
nest strap. The brassiere has final- 
ly been entirely discarded, and the 
cooch and grind is the meat of 
every disrobing session. These un- 
dress interludes are almost contin- 
uous, rotating with the comics, and 
that routine being only occasionally 








RKO St. Louis Closes 
With $5,800 Semi-Final 


St. Louis, May 23. 
The RKO St. Louis, vaudfilm, 
closes for the summer this Thurs- 
day (26). House is due to reopen 
in the fall. 
Last week this 4,000-seater did a 
gross of around $5,800, 


| HUBBY’S DIVORCE PLEA |; 


Tuesday, May 24, 1932 


CLUB AGENTS FORGET 


TO PAY OFF CHI ACTS 


Chicago, May 23. 

Club performers locally are de. 
manding their coin in advance for 
self-protection against a number of 
club agents who are délivering the 
old double-cross and no-pay gag, 
Bookers are sending performers out 
to. play dates, collect for their 


Serve 


ices, and forget to pay off the ace 
tors. 
300kers on this no-pay plan fig- 


ure that there are enough perform. 


ers in town so that it won’t ever 
be necessary to use any act more 
than once, Several of these no-pav 
ookers have been hauled before 
the authorities by the performers 
and forced to pay off, but the acts 
are getting all worn out going 
through legal. proceedings every 
time they try to collect for dates 
worked. 


FILMS SUCCEED BURLESK 
San Francisco, May 23. 
Burlesque bowed out of the C 
itol after necrly a two-year 
Warren B. Irons retains 
house, retaining Manager 
Goldsmith and staff for 
straight pix at 20c top. 


ape 
run 
the 
John 
a policy of 











FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’klyn 


INDEFINITELY 























JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 
Palace Theatre Bidg., 





New York City 








(EDGAR BERGEN | 


“THE OPERATION” 


Week May 21, RKO Keith 
Syracuse, New York 























L Dir.: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
\\ — 








broken up by a production number. 








In the show at present, besides 





Peaches Browning, who is only 








singing two songs as her five-min- 
ute bit, are Jerry McCauley, Geor- 
gia Clarke, Norah Ford, Mary Mur- 
ray, Billy Ford, Gene Darby, Buster 
Lorenzo, Rudy Wintner, Hal Rath- 
bun and Nadja, who holds the ace 
strip and cooch spot, closing the 
show on the regular Oriental se- 
quence. 


Nothing new anywhere in 


° BS me delightful rooms. 
ra ! 


-. all with 


the 








show. It’s all along the same 


i old 
lines and curves. 


Only the Stevens 


for burlesque, a skeleton chorus 


Every room an outside room! 


and ECONOMICALLY 


You will enjoy our wonderful, 


LIVE WELL... 


in one of New York’s newest, most convenient hotels 


bath—all with 


flavorsome Southern cooking. 


Per Day Per Wk. Per Mo, 
production idea sometimes breaks 
ae the ghemiaed stat” te as re | SINGLE ROOM....., 2.50 to 4.00 15 to 24.50 60 to 90 
he’s built an excellent novelty flash | DOUBLE ROOM...... 3.50 to 5.00 21 to 30.00 80 to 100 
} 


number. The chorus is neither more 
nor less trained than the average 
chorus ensemble. Girls in this 
house have little to do other than 
back the strippers and serve mainly 
for the ‘art poses,’ which have be- 
come established in local burleycue. 
More than any house in town this 
; Spot can brag of the number of 
| femme patrons. Almost 50% of this 
audience were female, and many 
| surprisingly go0od-class in appear- 
lance, Claimed due to the Mrs. 
Browning showing. This is the sec- 


ing Prices! 


LUNCH 50c 





42d-43d Streets 


Delicious food, perfectly served. 


Generous portions, Astonish- 


DINNER 85c 


ROY S. HUBBELL MANAGEMENT 


..» DIXIE HOTEL 


_ West of Broadway, NEW YORK 





ond Chi showing for Peaches, the 


——— 





| gal having been at the Rialto about = 








| two years ago. Gold, 





Songwriters’ Route 
‘Songwriters on Parade,’ act con- | 
sisting of seven composers, plays | 
;one week for Warners at the Earle, | 
| Washington, opening May 30. 
Then tours for Loew, 








HAZEL ROMAINE 


“I GOT RHYTHM” 


‘“*GIRL CRAZY?’’ 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, This Week (May 21) 
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ROXY 


New York, May 20. 


With Broadway deluxers plunging 
on name attractions to bolster su-so 
screen product, Roxy finds itself 
rather in a spot. Instead of being 
rushed into the competition for 
costly names, it reverts to its tra- 
ditional play on the lately-restored 
symphony orchestra, the lure of its 
novelty girl ensembles and _ the 
splash of colorful settings. 

Week's stage show is satisfactory, 
put satisfactory isn’t good enough | 
to compensate for a weak picture 
in ‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), mur- 
der mystery of a distant date. 
Screen name, Elissa Landi, doesn’t | 
mean a great deal on the marquee 
either. 

‘Gems from the Orient’ is the not- 
so-striking title of the stage pro- 
ceedings, but the staging is excel- | 
lent. Opens with a fine splash of | 
eolor, Harold Van Duzee singing | 
‘Song of India’ and the dancing | 
girls grouped about, each holding a 
huge peacock as big as herself, done | 
in vivid reds and yellows. 

Drop flies to reveal a trick back- | 
ground made up of an impression- | 
istic figure of an India snake charm - 
er’'s head and the flute, the cutout 
drop filling the whole opening, with 
the flute forming the front of a 
somewhat elevated platform, upon | 
which Patricia Bowman does a mild | 
snake dance, the least impressive 
thing she has offered in many a day. 

Stage goes boxed entirely in dead 
black as the Roxyettes emerge in 
line from the back, dressed in vivid 
green and gold, like a snake, going 
into arm drills like a writhins ser- 
pent. Finish is a wallop, girls 
winding on a spiral pedestal from 
the center, while the biow-off raises 
the head of an enormous hooded 
eobra. 


Bit of specialty takes up the run- 
ning from this episode, starting 
with a mild magic turn by Gwynne 
and Co. Offer simple feats done 
neatly and with sustained speed. 
But this isn’t the house where a 
specialty can hold ’em. The 
Kitaros follow, being two Japan2se 
pedal jugglers and a cute Japanese 
girl assistant. Clean-cut turn of its 
kind, and once more it is the kind 
that is at fault rather than the 
quality of the performance. 


Change to a Javanese temple drop, 
with the Roxyettes as dancers, 
doing those curiously graceful-awk- 
ward folk steps, and a gorgeous 
sight in gold encrusted bizarre cos- 
tumes. Ensemble works into the 
inevitable adagio specialty, slightly 
different here from the fact that 
there are two girls working with a 
single man handler, an arrangement 
that does not permit the same sen- 
sational feats as the single girl 
with two men. _ 

Choral group is in this number, 
returning for the first time since 
the opening, when they work from 
the stage boxes. Roxyettes give 
way to the ballet corps, garbed in 
beautiful reds and greens for an en- 
semble of wild whirling dervish 
steps. Temple drop rises, develop- 
ing the whole ensemble posed be- 
fore a rajah’s palace with three big 
prop elephants in the center hold- 
ing girls in fleshings in their not- 
s0-convincing trunks, and the pres- 
entation closes on the group with 
the choir in full vocal ery and the 
dancing girls in action. Sightly, 
spectacular flash and good climax 
to a spotty but generally satisfac- | 
tory stage interlude. 


Business was slim opening night, 
and the item that seemed to inspire 
the most sincere response was the 
overture. Hugo Riesenfeld got a 
burst of applause on his appear- 
ance, and again at the finish of the 
main selection, number from ‘Or- 
pheus,’ Returns for this justified an 
encore and a brief speech from the 
conductor. Fox Movietone and a 
‘Krazy Kat’ animated cartoon com- 
pleted. Rush. 





MICHIGAN 


iago at 
| okay then and, while not as big cur- 





standing were his Russian wing 
taps. 

The line does a lot of good work 
on this week's show and credits 
Fred Evans’ staging. The outstand- 
ing is a rhythm number used to 
bring on the Mills Bros. Eddie 
Loughton also works in the number 


and gets a nice laugh on his comedy. | 


Picture ‘The 


I Rich Are Always 
With Us’ (FN). 


Business good. 
Lee. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


May 20. 
for a return 
having shown for 


Chicago, 
back 


crooner 


Bing 
date, 


Crosby 
the 


| 
| 


j 
i 


the first time for B. & K. four weeks! 


this same house. He did 


rently, will do justice at the front 
gate. 

House has a bad break on this 
Crosby date by slapping an ‘adults 
only’ flicker on the screen. It’s 
‘Night Court’ (M-G), which is 


finally through on cuts and a pink 
ticket after having at first been re- 
jected completely locally. Crosby is 
given credit for drawing the younger 
girls and the matrons. First shows 
on the matinees always brought the 
mothers and youngsters, for, from 
Crosby, much of this sort of trade is 
expected. Now, that no-kids 


line | 


out front is sending many away and_| 


evidences are for a just fair gross 
this week. 

Crosby is planted in the Loew ‘Hi- 
Liters’ unit, easing out the Vander- 
bilt Four, whose singing might have 
jarred with the radio whisperer. 
Crosby is singing two songs as his 
regular turn, the second being 
backed by Eddie Lang and his 
guitar. Foran encore, Crosby makes 
the error of sending mike back into 
the pit and trying to get across the 
footlights without mechanical aid, 
but sans the mike his voice is lack- 
ing and doesn’t even sound like 
Crosby. 

Seck of the show is Jimmy Savo, 
who took the center spot of the run- 
ning order and delivered a long and 
loud rumble. 
and hoke singing had this house 
sending out more laughs than have 
been heard around here in some 
time. Savo is not too well known 
to picture house audiences locally; 
his billing here is under the ‘Vani- 


ties’ tag. 
Peg-Leg Bates had ’em coming 
nicely for this one-stump routine. 


One other act, an adagio and ballet 
pair, Harrison and Fisher, were 
graceful if not exciting dancers. 
News-clips and overture com- 
pleted the running. No organlog 
due to lengthy feature. Gold. 


MINNESOTA 


Minneapolis, May 19. 


The second of the Minnesota the- 
atre’s own ‘Opportunities’ stage 
shows, comprising locally recruited 
talent and supplementing the Fan- 
chon-Marco idea, brought two good 
acts and a couple of pleasing band 
numbers. Four colored entertain- 
ers, a woman blues singer, and a 
trio of male hoofers furnished the 
diversion. 


Lou Breese and his pit orchestra, 
occupying a stage platform in a 
simple setting, started the proceed- 
ings with a hot number. Breese, as 
m. ¢., introduced Nettie Hayes, a 
stoutish but neat appearing blues 
songstress with a deep voice, play- 
ing her own piano accompaniments 
for her two numbers, which she sold 
in an effective manner. Applause 
returns good. 


The stage band then repeated a 
‘Florodora’ sextet comedy number 
which had scored a sizable hit when 
originally done some time ago. 
Pienty of laughs and applause for 
this number. 


The wind-up act was ‘Three 
Brown Derbies,’ fast-stepping col- 
}ored youths, whose bends, whirls 





Detroit, May 20. 

The Four Mills Bros. in person 
Proved good enough to deserve the 
top billing. Show held a series of 
show stoppers, including Carr Bros. 
and Betty, just returned from Eu- 
rope; Evelyn Wilson, Karaveff, and 
Eddie Loughton as m. c. 

Audience did everything but tear 
up the seats in its enthusiasm. The 
applause kept up for five minutes 
and through most of the finale dance 
routine, finally checked by the pro- 
duction finale appearance of the 
Mills Bros., who inspired it. 

Show gets going from the start 
With Eddie Loughton, a local fav 
who was two years at the Hollywood 
here. 
Carr Bros. and Betty, open with a 
dead-pan comedy acrobatie routine 
that is different and well done. Fol- 
lowing Betty’s mediocre kicking, the 
boys change into a straight acro- 
batic with some lifts that haven't 
been seen before. Their straight 
acrobatic work was well nigh sen- 
Sational. 

Evelyn Wilson, seen here before, 


Works better than ever. Loughton 
as the straight helped very much 
but her ow n new material sold big. 


She has a new drunk song. 

but not at 
once doing 
the otner 

tans. Oiut- 


Karaveff, here before 
this house, was on twice. 
a Russian routine and 
some plain and fancy 


The second applause getters, | 


usual and approached the _ sensa- 
tional, They stirred real enthusi- 
|asm. 


{ ‘Rhapsody in Rhythm,’ the F-M 
| idea, boasted a good line of 14 girls, 
| several outstanding chorus numbers 
jand the usual neat costuming, but 
otherwise proved a weak sister be- 
cause of the mediocrity of talent and 
jlack of speed. silly “Gray, who 
acted as m. ec. 
comedy, is a clever young chap who 
iwould do better with better ma- 
terial. Crawford and Caskey dance 
|well but offer nothing outstanding: 
Johnny Bryant, local lad, whistles 


His panto clowning; 


and acrobatics frequently were un-| 


|of recent Par shows. 





- | costumes 
and contributed the}! 


marvelously, but this was his third | 


|appearance here this season and his 
act lacks punch. 

| After Gray, at the outset, 
before the curtain to explain the 
various sorts of rhythm to be de- 
picted, a drop representing a huge 
grand piano had the 14 girls on a 
bench before it going through the 
motions of playing it and a pair of 
dancers atop on a platform. The 


came 


cirls finished by turning around and 
doing a number with their arms. 
One of the best of the chorus num- 
bers had the 14 girls chained to- 
rether at the arles and wearing 
striped garb in a prison setting. 

The pit orchest had two num- 
hers, one hot and the other ‘Trees.’ 
Breese played on the trumpet, and 
Julie Madsen sang. Feature, ‘Ama- 
teur Daddy.’ Business badly off at 
early matinee show caught. 

Rees. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


New York. May 20. 
Dorothy Mackaill, Cliff ieee eae 





and Jack Benny are the names and 
Ledova the standard vaudeville | 
entry in another heavy money bill | 
at the Paramount. Once again the 
stage show is billed over the pic- 
ture. Latter, this 
English ‘Reserved for Ladies.’ 
Salary list for the visiting talent 
amounts to around $9,000, with Miss 
Mackaill at $3,500 and Edwards and 
Benny, $2,000 each. The layout has 
name value and delivers a fair 
enough amount of entertainment. 
gjalance of the program's heft 
comes from the two house standbys, 


week, is Par’s } 


Jesse Crawford and Dave Rubin- 
off who manage to sustain interest 
With their never varying methods. 


In applause neither Crawford, play- 
ing a medley of tree nor 
Rubinoff’s pit orchestra arrange- | 
ment of hot songs, called ‘Harlem,’ 
was topped by anything else on the 
bill. 

The theatre’s expert wiring sys- 
tem was a big help to Benny, as it 
has been to other talking acts and 
monologists here lately. For the 
first time talk is penetrating to the 
back of the house and with it come 
chances for more diversifying sound 
and less repetitious sight in this 
big picture palace. Comedy has 
been the essence and real strength 


songs, 


They may hold Benny over here 
as standing m. c. for a while. He 
seemed to expect that, according to 
his return to old bits for this week. 
The comedy band number which 
Benny has probably used in every 
other house on Broadway is spotted 
for most importance and the Fri- 
day night audience regarded it as 
something new. In his introduc- 
tions and monologistic moments the 
unruffled Benny got by, despite a 
hit or miss string of gags. He was 
particularly good in a comical kiss- 
ing scene with Miss Mackaill. 

Fortunately that personal attrac- 
tiveness of Miss Mackaill was not 
lost in transit from screen to stage, 
else it would be another story. She 
sings and dances with more grace 
than ability. As always, only the 
knack of selling Miss Mackaill as 
something to gaze at, really counts. 

Edwards does his speciality out in 
one besides clowning with Benny 
and Miss Mackaill throughout the 
show. He uses a uke for one num- 
ber and a guitar for another, sing- 
ing straight and forgetting the fal- 
setto that once made him an over- 
night disc sensation. Whether the 
change is for better or worse is 
open to question, but perhaps Ed- 
wards figures his picture rep suf- 
ficient to carry the singing. He gets 
extraordinary support from a clos- 
ing lyric that’s quite shady but a 
honey. 

Ledova, in a sliced version of her 
vaudeville flash, has a serious toe 
dance in front of the David Bines 
line (16) and returns for her com- 
edy adagio with an unbilled male 
dancing partner. It could be fun- 
nier. This mostly mugging num- 
ber lost some of its value in the 





large auditorium but that it was 
intentional comedy seasoned it for 
this audience. 

Montgomery and McDowell, two- 
boy dance team, and Neil Miller, | 
singer and husband of Miss Mac- 
kaill, are the other outsiders this 
week. Team has its own spot, a 
quickie, and scores, but appears to 
be in chiefly for the finale stepping 
in which Miss Mackaill, in evening 
tails, joins them on the hoof. 

Miller’s vocal solo through a mike 
and in front of the drapes serves 
as an introduction for the missus. 
His singing, along conventional 
baritone crooner lines, is pretty bad. 

The sketch section of the Mac- 
kaill offering was chiseled down to 


the full stage dressing room se- 
quencé, with Benny and Edwards 
replacing Montgomery and Mc- 


Dowell for comedy purposes in this 
date, They came in handy, opposite 
Miss Mackaill and her husband, 
who plays the husband in the skit. 
Bige. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 21. 
‘Manhattan’ Idéa, cur- 
paced unit that 


F. & M. 
rent, is a_ nicely 
satisfies in all directions, tafent, 
and scenery. Is one of | 
the snappiest units from a scenic 
and costume angle around in quite | 
some time. | 

Idea is a trip through Manhattan | 
in four scenes, the Bowery, Green- 
wich Village, Harlem and Broad- 
way. Harlem is outstanding, show- 
ing a prop figure of a Ubangi sav- | 
age from whose lips the line girls | 
make their entrance. Jack Sidney 
m.c.’s and supplies a little solo 
warbling. Hasn't a good singing 
voice, but his style gets it over. 

Wilfrid DuBois is the ace of the 
unit. DuBois is an adept juggler 
and a fine performer. Also in- 
cludes head balancing. 





‘Harlem’ gives the 14 line girls a 
chance. Cooch work primarily. 
Girls work nicely and get over. In 
this number Jack Lester is spotted 
for some hot hoofing. Previously, | 
in the opening Bowery bit, Lester 
ind two girls are used for a brief 
danee. Lester works in front of | 
the line girls, pounding out a se- 
ries of swift rhythm taps. 

Sidney introduces the ‘Broadway’ 
scene with a song with the line} 


| stock he'd like to peddle. 


,’em 
|plause. Al 
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TRANSLUX | 


Universal adds another to 
list in the recent bombing of 
Japanese officials during a celebra-| 
tion in Shanghai. In this 
subject is unique and probably in a 


ass by itself 


its | 


scoop 
coverage 


in newsreel story 


The officials are shown standing 
in the reviewing stand Suddenly 
there is a flash. Several of them 
fall. A man in the crowd is grabbed 


Arrival of military 
leave the 


reserves and am- 


bulances audience in al- 


most the same frame of mind as 

though they had been witnesses. 
The Massie case is not so old that 

first recording of the voices of the 


principals will fail to attract atten- 


j}tion. This offering of Paramount’s/ 
was one of the keenest observed at 


the Luxer. Interviews were obtained 
aboard ship at San Francisco. | 

In presentation of medals Pathe}! 
came first. It caught Mayor Walker | 
presenting police honor insignia, and | 
Owen Young giving H. Swope the! 
economic badge. General Harboard 
accepting Germany's flag and Ayles- 
worth interviewing Doherty are 
other Pathe contributions. 

Embassy and Translux did a simi- 
lar job on Schmeling and Sharkey | 
in their respective camps, although | 
Fox got the gob to give an idea of} 
the spot where he hopes to sock the} 
champ. 


Both houses devoted considerable 
footage to the Doumer funeral. Last 
rites for the late French President 
were covered from all angles, Pathe 
even getting a direct view of the 
widow while she was kneeling be- 
fore the coffin. 

Arrival in New York of a Hindu 
who hasn't spoken for seven years 
and who gave shipnews reporters a 
merry run-around, as well as 10 
German hikers who sing and play 
instruments, were caught by Uni- 
versal and Pathe, respectively. 

Out in the middle west Pathe pho- 
tographed a cotton fete in Memphis, 
and baptismal ceremonies in the 
Mississippi. Latter gets plenty of 
laughs. Clips found at both houses 
include motorbike uphill riding in 
Cal., outboard races on the Hudson, 
zoo subjects, Do-X’s return, Penn 
auto race. 

Pathe dipped into the library for 
all material on Amelia Earhart. 


|His declaration 





Silent titles brought this up to date 
with her present plans to cross the 
Atlantic. 

Other subjects in the Luxer pro- 


EMBASSY 


Newsreel. coverage of the Linde 
bergh developments affords the most 
interesting of many of the compari- 
sons made in months. 


With President Hoover the most 
photographed subject in the reels, 
especially Fox-Hearst, it seems 


the Embassy should 
view of Hoover (the 
reporter talking). It seems odd also 
that F-H, with its vast library, 
should have overlooked even a flash 
of John Curtis and have remained 
content by letting the Jersey trooper 
colonel read the hoaxer’s confession. 

In contrast, Pathe got over a 
more illuminating flash of the 
hoaxer’s character than the most 
biting editorial yet published in the 
newspapers. It accomplished this 
simply by contrast. Digging into its 
library it got Curtis while he was 
energetically recording his progress 
toward returning the Lindbergh 
baby. Then it went directly into the 
sequence showing the trooper come 


that 
a still 


strange 


lead with 


| mander reading Curtis’ confession. 


F-H slipped over two scoops of 
importance. The one posing Captain 
Fried with L. Reichers, the Atlantic 
flier, was available to all of the reels 
since it was obtained when the boat 


docked in New York. Funeral of 
Robert Short, American flier who 
died in the Chinese air service, is 


completely covered, 

Senator Sheppard of Texas fails 
to get a reaction at the Embassy. 
for the drys is 
greeted with silence. Fox resurrects 
the first talking clip it made of the 
recently assassinated Japanese pre- 
mier with a silent editorial come 
ment to this effect. 

Several clips in the program will 
appeal to the youngsters. A kid fire 
brigade in Germany gets a iaugh 
from the adults when a youngster 
opens a window the regular way 
after carefully breaking one of the 


panes. Kid cowboy riding tiny bulls 
is another. 
Others are Rhode Island bridge 


jumper, French orchestra, overflow 
of the Avon river in England, Mo- 
hammedans at prayer in Delhi, Italy 
hooks up voleanic steam, Kentucky 
derby, Olympic material, and Mrs, 
Hoover at the circus. Waly. 





gram covered Central Park Maypole 
dance, Palestine aihletics, test of a 
spindle airship in New York, army 
bombers at San Diego, and Holland, 
Mich., street cleaning fete. Waly. 





FOX, ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 14. 

With sagging boxoffice grosses, 
Fox unloosened the pursestrings for 
this frolic nabbing Al Jolson for 
$15,000 guarantee and a percentage 
over the house average. Jolson had 
plenty of competition around town, 
what with the dirigible ‘Akron’ at 
Sunnyvale air base drawing thou- 
sands, ‘Grand Hotel’ opening at the 
California, the last days of the Tan- 
foran race seasen and sundry other 
competitive affairs, But by this 
Saturday midnight show it looked 
like at least $50,000 on the week, 
far and away better than some of 
the sad $21,000 grosses the house 
has suffered in past weeks. Which 
means that Jolson’s own take on 
the week will amount to more than 
the house often takes on an entire 


seven days. 

Although the stage show was | 
publicized as ‘Jolson and the new 
Wonder Bar Revue’ it was F&M’s 


‘Malibou Beach’ unit, minus Bernie 
and Walker, Renne Torres and other 
acts, but retaining Raquel Torres, 
whose stint was limited to a hula, 
a song and dance, and a few gags 








with Jolson. Line of girls did one 
number and a colored team, intro- 
duced by Jolson as Silverman and 
Perlberg, hoofed a bit. Gilbert | 
Bros., acros, failed to work at this | 
midnighter. 

Jolson’s material sounded Hke ex- 
cerpts from a financial, social and 
political review and included a re- 
sume of the mammy songer’s pres- 
ent condition as a result of the 
stock market crash and numerous 
references to the Warner 3ros. | 
Pienty of | 
throughout the 60 minute 
The couple of songs—one of | 
‘Sonny Boy’—got big ap- 
had his own pianist, 
Freed, on stage with Walt 
band. 
did 


rose 


j 


laughs 
show. 
was 


Martin 
toesner’s 

toesner 
medley of 


overture a 
that was 


as an 
numbers 


pretty. Mel Hertz conducted his 
usual Saturday midnight commun- | 
ity songfest. Film was ‘Man 
Wanted’ (WB). Bock. 





| 


girls again copping the spotlight. | 
Lucille is brought on for a brief 
|toe ballet in front of the line, which | 


is oyershadowed by the work of the | 


| girls. 


Fred Mack, pit leader back again 
after a short absence due to illness. | 
He is a favorite in this borough 
and received a nice hand 

Fox's ‘No Greater Love,’ featur: 
Business good but not up to usual 
| Saturday matinee—fine weathe! 


i 
probably the reason. . 


| times 


|routine. 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, May 23. 

Spotlight this week is upon David 
Ross for his brilliant work in con- 
ducting the 200 musicians who are 
grouped on the Mastbaum stage, 
comprising the largest symphony 
orchestra ever heard in a picture 
house. Since the group also turns 
to popular tunes in red-hot manner, 
it is also rated as the largest jazz 
orchestra in the entire world, and 
that’s a lot of orchestra. 

Assembled on the stage, this ore 
chestra, gathered together for just 
one week to fulfill a clause in the 
musicians’ contract and incidentally 
to make a wonderful drawing card, 
is an impressive sight. Overflowing 
from the pit to the stage, a platform 
that had to be plenty strong, takes 
them to a considerable height. Doue 


| ble rows of violins, massed ‘cellos 


and shining brasses were arrayed in 
dignified grouping against gold 
cloth and palms. 

Ross conducted a spirited rendi- 
tion of the ‘1812’ overture, keeping 
his brasses down with admirable 
restraint and avoiding the tempta- 
tion to make the cymbals sound five 
loder than they usually do, 
It was a real, workmanlike job, de- 
serving the thunderous applause 
that swept through the house, un- 
diminishing applause such as no 
star, be it stage, screen or radio, hag 
ever rated here. And that’s some- 
thing to think about when conside 
ering public tastes, 

Selection was followed by violin 
solo, Rimsky-Korsakov’s ‘Bumble«- 
Bee’ by Concertmeister Sascha Ja- 
cobinoff; and then an original come 
position in rhapsodic form written 
by Milton Charles, popular organist 


here, titled ‘Noonday Interlude,’ 
| with Charles as piano soloist. Exe 
cellent rendition indicated the cie 


nema orchestra could easily encoure 
new music. Orchestra conclude 
ed with a peppy medley of jazz 
tunes, in its entirety as unusual 
treat and a well-balanced offering. 

Stage show was opened by the 
Mastbaum ballet in pantaloons and 
erinoline for- their lone number, 
‘May Pole,’ which rose from ventral 
stage and used as a prop for closing 
Followed by Gordon, Reade 


ave 


'and King with some fast stepping in 


a smooth, well-paced act. James 
Hall, who is making a personnal ape 
pearance with Lilyan Tashman was 
on next for a breezy song and « tite 
ter interval, during whi ee 
ver nice y. 

Miss Tashman follows in a houe 
doir scene, with the play all about 
el new vns, as Sie ‘ anges 

(Cont 1¢G On page s) 
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ACTS 








NEW 








GRACE HAYES (2) 


Comedienne 
16 Mins.; Two and One 
Palace 
Grace Hayes, now a radio song- 


stress, has a good vaudeville act. 
Were there such a thing as bigtime 
left it would be termed a bigtime 
act, packing quite a bit of charm 
and class and not a little novelty. 
The For 
thing 


goes double. 


novelty 
one 
‘by courtesy of the | 
NBC,’ but sans mike. At first one | 
believes the mikes didn’t work but 
it may have been deliberate. 


troduced 


as 


Opening with ‘Lovable,’ Miss 
Hayes’ bridesmaid number is ef- 
fective. It is followed by a recita- 
tive song, ‘Meet the Governor,’ one 
of those ‘President’s Daughter’ 
naughty lyrics but not too rough. 


Through all thig she is backed up 
by two pianists, Joe Lynn and Mil- 


dred Brown at two baby grands. 
Her Pola Negri impression with 


‘Paradise’ is a better physical take- 
off than the dull dramatic material. 
It could be sacrificed without harm, 
although the impressionistic idea 
does hold something worthwhile. 


Her principal novelty is the ‘one’ 


specialty with a grimacing mike 
whereon is perched one of those 
ventriloquial dummy’s faces with 


movable lips and eyes for comedy 
by-play as Lynn does the off-stage 
impressionistic radio hoke. Miss 
Hayes up front reels off a nice 
medley of pop ditties, interspersing 
her songalog with a parody phrase: 
‘You've Got Me in Between the 
Devil and the NBC,’ 

Young Lynn, a nice looking youth 
in one of those tropical ‘monkey 
jacket’ get-ups, proves it in full 
view that he’s the microphonic as- 
sistant with another mike bit. The 
comedienne who, as ever, can best 
be described as being of stately 
stature, is still an attractive per- 
sonality with an accomplished con- 
ception of stage values. 

While her radio rep isn’t of the 
same proportions that her stage 
distinction once enjoyed, she is 
withal a seasoned trouper. Were 
she fertified by a little more im- 
pressive ether rep she would be a 
cinch for those fabulous figures 
which the Kate Smiths, et al., en- 
joy. 

Anyway, she doesn’t need a mike 
to get over. Abel. 





IVANOFF (2) 

Juggling 

12 Mins.; Four (Special) 
Hippodrome 

Ivanoff works on the style of 
Serge Flash, using medium-sized 
rubber balls and short sticks as his 
implements. He is nowhere as ef- 
fective as Flash, but sum total of 
his routine, despite numerous misses 
here (perhaps intentional), holds 
enough entertainment value to jus- 
tify time in better class houses. ' 

The Flash routine is followed so 
closely as to include ball-stick ex- 
changes, rolling ball around head, 
catching it on stick on bounces and 
otherwise. Ivanoff toward the finish 
also has a ball tossed to him for 
catches from the audience, as Flash 
does. 

One trick that appears original is 
picking up the ball on a long roll 
from the wings. The juggler also 
turns to some foot work while bal- 
ancing himself on the head, for a 
finish. Latter is not needed and 
does not impress as so unusual. 

Opened here to mild returns. Girl 
assistant carried. har. 





BROWN and HART 
Talk, Singing 





QUEENIE SMITH and HARRY 
PUCK 


Song and Dance and Comedy 
15 Mins.; One and Two 


| Palace 
Like almost every musical com- 

edy type of act, this shapes up, atj 

best, as only polite vaudeville. Of| 
a quiet calibre, as a general thing 


all such vaude entries are pleasant 





predicating her presen- | Puck 
tation on the radio idea, she is in-| which is the answer to why a hohe 
|} comedian 


enough but at no time exciting. 
Similarly, the Queenie Smith-Harry 
act lacks that vaude gusto 


like Milton Berle is cur- 
rently the headliner and Miss Smith 
is No. 2 in the tungstens, with Puck 
farther down on the regular mar- 
quee display. 

These are trifling enough class 
distinctions, but it’s one form of the 
booking office manifesting its own 
conception of vaudeville values. 

Miss Smith, for all her mugg 
take-off in this act and in her lingo, 
is a class comedienne, with Puck a 
suave foil. Act starts with a talent- 
advertisement and Miss Smith ap- 
plying. 

In ‘two,’ the 
adorned by ‘Stree 
Smith's name is featured in that 
Shubert musical. Puck gets over 
one of his pianologs and they top 
off with musical comedy song and 
dance, 

It’s a satisfactory mid-section s. 
and d. combo, if perhaps a bit too 
drawing-room for general vaude. 
Abel. 


special drop is 
Singer’ and Miss 


TEDDY, MARY and EDDY (5) 
Dancing, Singing : 

13 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Grand Opera House 

There’s both talent and speed in 
this five-people flash. Act consists 
of dance trio receiving the billing 
and a sister twain sandwiching 
routines of former with harmony 
work of a pleasing calibre. Flash, 
tastefully mounted, qualifies for the 
better class houses. 

Routining is along showmanship 
lines, and no stalling around at any 
point. Numbers are brought on 
rapidly, done without waste and 
finished up smarily, no letdowns oc- 
curring anywhere in the 13 minutes. 
Trio show themselves following 
a brief introductory by the sis team, 
scramming to the wings. Later 
one of the boys of the dance trio 
(2 m., 1 w.) returns for a snappy 
single, mixed team following him 
in a high kicking number that 
stands out boldly. 

Sister team’s third harmony num- 
ber with the ukes by far their best. 
It’s spotted properly, just ahead of 
the trio’s final routine. Setting last 
number off a little with individual 
bits, then going into acrobatic 
work, latter is prolonged somewhat 
for best effectiveness. 

Ended a five-act show here, im- 
pressing strongly. Char. 





VALFY, PASTINE and KAY (3) 
Dance Flash 

10 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Miniature flash of three people, 
man and two women, that merits 
neighborhood time booking. Not an 
exceptionally good act of its kind, 
it has sufficient polish and material 
value to do better than passably in 
medium grade theatres. 

Man and woman work together 
mostly as a team in doubles, second 
girl sandwiching in with singles. 
Without having been extravagant 
on costuming and sets, trio still 
makes an effective appearance. For 
one single, starting out as a Colo- 
nial time bit, the Girl's parasol is 
converted into a hat and the long 
dress is screwed up for the fast 
modern dance she swings into. 





11 Mins.; One 
Grand Opera House 


Mixed team in a fair to middlin’ 
line of chatter, set off by some sing- 
ing, mostly from the man. Shapes 
up as suitable for independent 
vaude time of this grade or better. 

Turn opens with crossfire, which 
is its main content. As girl retires 
for a change, man continues with 
talk, topping in a Russ Columbe im- 
itation. Returning, girl engages in! 
more patter with her partner, two 
going into a song double for 
close. Finish touched off a little 
through the girl roughhousing her 


teammate. | 
'some time with a dance flash but 


Penultimate here and over good 
Char. 


HOWARD ANDERSON & CO (3) 
Comedy and Dancing 


In the adagio, the mixed team 
wear abbreviated white costumes 
which, though of simple material 
and design, set off the number for 
the eye in very effective fashion. 
Both are barefoot. For a different 
finish, the man places both girls on 
his shoulders to do a fast pirouette. 

Closed a five-act bill here, doing 





; nicely. 


the | Dance Flash 
| 10 Mins.; Full 


Char. 





COSTELLO and LEE REVUE (5) 


H. 
Jean Costello has been around 


doesn’t seem to pull the act into the 
upper brackets, contenting himself 
with skimming over and making no 
effort at a production. 

Turn opens with an announce- 
ment, followed by two blondes in 





13 Mins.; One 
G. O. H. 

Two men and a girl, latter feed- 
ing lines and doing twostep dances 
with a change of costume but not of 
steps. She's decorative and gets 
over. Comedian works smoothly 
with indifferent material, using both 
the girl and a stooge. His best bit 


_ is with a sax-clarinet, with the old 


idea of the music pinned to the 
scenery and moving around. 

Betier material might get him 
somewhere, for he seems to be able 
to handle what he gets. At pres- 
ent family time stuff for want of 
anything outstanding. 


neat double legmania, a solo con- 
ltortion girl and the name pair in 
eccentric work. The girl is an agile 
lacrobatic dancer with considerable 
ginger in her manner and appear- 
ance, but doesn’t turn loose. The 
sisters repeat, with a change of cos- 
tume, headliners back for another 
lspell at comedy and acro dancing 
and all on for the finish. 

Special cyclorama setting used, 
not very elaborate, but a change. 
Best thing about the act is they 
don’t try to sing. Otherwise just 





PALACE 

To see the last vestige of the 
grandeur and the glory of big-time 
vaudeville, that was, now a 5c 
grind is enough to make mortals 
tsk-tsk with regret. The Palace. 
showc2se of big time and the show 
place of the cream of the world’s 
variety talent, now houses a mon- 
grel conglomeration of 10 acts 
which is dealt our py root and rule. 
and with it all sees itself wors2 in 
the red than ever. This week the 
red ink will be less because the 
show cost is only $9,000 as against 
the $13,500 talent nut last week, and 
the advertising outlay is also less. 
But it’s still not within the $8,000 
show budget, nor is it in the black. 

Milton Berle is the m.c. He's also 
the headliner. Queenie Smith, part- 
nered with Harry Puck, is No. 2 in 
the supplementary tungstens atop 
the marquee. Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Ar- 
buckle, who could be three-sheeted 
for benefit of boxoffice, is sloughed 
off along with the rest of the show. 

First matinee opening day started 
off with about eight rows of cus- 
tomers and wound up by 3 p.m. with 
the ropes up on a@ warm Saturday 
afternoon. Show ran fully a half 
hour overboard, three hours solid. 

Lots of stuff in the 10 acts, but 
by the time it’s half over it’s a 
wearer-outer. Everything is over- 
board, particularly the _ stepology. 
Everybody hoofs. 

Anatole Friedland’s ‘20th Century 





JACK WHITING (4) 
Musical Comedy Bits 
15 Mins.; Three 
Palace 

Whiting is doing virtually the 
same routine he showed at the Pal- 
ace a couple of months back when 
partnered with Gertrude MacDon- 
ald. It was then an equal-billing 
split. Here Dorothy Fitzgibbon is 
the femme vis-a-vis with the same 
piano duo, Edgar Fairchild and 
Robert Lyndholm, at the twin baby 
grands. 

Whiting is billed as the ‘musical 
comedy and picture star.’ He is as 
ever an effective juvenile, although 
—as commented previously in con- 
nection with the Queenie Smith- 
Harry Puck act on the same bill— 
the same applies: he’s toe polite for 
slam-bang vaudeville. 

Whiting does his stint with ear- 
nestness and manages to garner a 
fair share of salvos, but in the main 
he displays that he has a better 
tailor than a vaudeville author. In 
truth, no authorship is evidenced. 
Whiting has frankly set out to slap 
together a variety of bits from past 
performances and pass that off as 
an act. As an act it makes for just 
a fair interlude. 

Perhaps his best moment was the 
medley of hits starting from ‘All 
Alone Monday’ (‘Ramblers’) through 
‘Cream in My Coffee,’ from ‘Hold 
Everything.’ 

Miss Fitzgibbon is a rather color- 
less ingenue, according to the 
vaudeville standard. The twin 
pianists are expert but not particu- 
larly theatrical with their ‘Rhapso- 
die’ beginning or even the double- 
accordion business. 

Whiting, as a strictly m. c. juve, 
is perhaps doing his best for vaude- 
ville purposes. There’s really no 
reason for him to strenously aspire 
to variety distinction, considering 
the present vaudeville setup and his 
own predilections to reserved seat 
patronage. 

Perhaps if he didn’t overdress his 
vaudeville presentation with baby 
grand pianists in tails and white 
ties and limited that class aura on a 
more down-to-the-people basis it 
would work out better for those 
Palace and Hipp customers. After 
all, the Palace hasn't stood still in 
acquiring a Hippodrome style al- 
ready, despite that it’s only the sec- 
ond week of the grind policy. Abel. 


CARRIE and ECDIE (5) 
Song and Dance Flash 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn 

Sweet flash that’ll earn its weight 
in applause anywhere. Novelty, 
ability, taste and speed for sure re- 
sults. ‘ 

Carrie and Eddie, around for some 


time, as a dance team of merit, have! 


previously worked in big acts. This 
time it’s all new, with most of the 
material special. With the team are 
Marie Austin, chubby little singer 
who makes the most of her voice, 
and Eddie Rogers, clever all-around 
lad. 

Rogers acts as a sort of singing 
m. c. and does a couple solo acro- 
batic song numbers nicely. Elias 
Breeskin, veteran musiker, goes with 
act to handle the pit direction. 

Two drops and two sets, all imag- 
inative and pleasing, best being the 
‘Dracula’ set. It is used, by the way, 
for a quite effective background to 


and dance by Carrie and Eddie. 
Kauf. 





HALL and SYMONDS 
Comedy and Songs 

12 Mins.; One 

G. O. H. 

Two men, usual straight and 
comic combination, not in the file, 
but evidently not new. Open with 
a comic song and the straw hat tear- 
ing, kick from the straight, who is 
the owner of the hat, a little chat- 
ter ending in a row and a pseudo 
dramatic bit by the comic which 
ends the turn. 





some dancing, nicely costumed, but 
not putting up a front. 


Offers nothing new and of light 
weight. 








Revué,” co-featuring Loretta Denni- 
son as ceremonial mistress, Una 
Cooper and Bobby Bernard, for- 
merly rating a choice spot assign- 
ment, opens here. Conventional 
revuette with a novelty screen in- 
troduction. 

Fritz and Jean Hubert with ener- 
getic stew nonsense deuced brightly, 
followed by Grace Hayes (New 
Acts), who wound up bullish and 
deservant of a later spot which she 
may have probably been assigned 
long ere this sees printer’s ink. 

Maurice Colleano’s circus family 
with their variety of song, dance 
and acrobatics were overlength. 
Queenie Smith and Harry Puck an- 
other New Act. 

Milton Berle 
point as m.e., 


started- from this 
introducing himself 
by a parade of the eight house 
ushers who to the tune of ‘The 
Voice of the RKO’ razz the Palace's 
four-a-day policy. That’s probably 


in the script from Berle. The 
comedian, among the outstanding 
recent progressives among the 


younger stage talent, seems to be a 
Palace fav. Anything he said was 
funny, although he was sufficiently 
funny from the barrier to warrant 
the healthy laff returns. 

Berle burlesqued briefly, doing his 
stint later, and introduced Arbuckle, 
who clicked much better here than 
at the noisy Academy on 14th street 
a fortnight ago. For one thing Ar- 
buckle, even at the risk of being a 
Phil Baker copyist, has wisely 
planted his stooge in a stage box. 
The rotund comedian was opposed 
to the box plant for that very rea- 
son, but concluded that if he must 
have Jack Shutta as an audience 
interrupter he could be heard bet- 
ter there than from a seat in the 
middle of the house. The Palace 
capacity is, of course, another ad- 
vantage. Arbuckle generally has 
pepped up his act, doing more with 
Addie McPhail, his fiancee and 
enough of an s. a. girl to warrant 
keeping her more on the rostrum 
than heretofore. 

The comedian has gotten away 
from the sap stuff such as when he 
waved that baton at the Academy. 
He also registers enough with a Pat 
Rooney waltz impression for a 
finale, ringing in a couple of pratt- 
falls for good measure. That ‘Some- 
thing to Be Thankful’ song finale is 
acceptable sentiment stuff, consid- 
ering the comeback nature.of Ar- 
buckle’s present personal apps tour. 

Berle’s next bit also rang in a 
box stooge of his own. Later he 
brought on a Mahatma Gandhi 
stooge on the stage, with a colored 
hoofing assistant further adding to 
the dance marathon. Latter will 
probably be sacrificed in the gen- 
eral necessity for time hooveriza- 
tion. Jack Whiting (New Acts). 

Hal Sherman, following a long 
and tough show, did okay, with 
Dorothy Ryan assisting capably. 
Sherman’s act is of international 
proportions, having registered han- 
dily abroad. He goes to Europe 
again next month, announcing this 
as a sort of farewell week for the 
Palace. 

Ralph Cooper and his Congo 
Knights, colored band act, finaled. 
Al Sterling is credited for the 
lenghty staging. Act is one of those 
noisy jazz revues, lacking the unc- 
tion of the more. distinguished 
dusky maestros such as Ellington, 
Calloway, et al. Cooper in a milk 
white semi-minstrel unie, is ener- 
getic enough at the helm, essaying 
more than mere stick-waving. His 
assisting Sam, Sam and Sam, dance 
trio, do too much, a not original 
fault of this particular bill. The 
three Sams replace a_ songstress 
formerly in the act. Bessie Dud- 
ley is featured. She’s a snakehips 
stepper who has appeared in the 
Broadway houses with Snakehips 
Tucker. 

The general ensemble is nicely 
attired. Act holds enough of that 
exaggerated Ethiopian flair for 
masculine sartorial splendor to fur- 
ther center the attention while the 
duskies are doing their terp and 
torrid chores. 

Lots of show for 50 and 75c, but 
who wants an entertainment that’s 
a tearer-downer? Abel. 


EMPIRE, B’HAM 


Birmingham, May 20. 

A record crowd turned out to see 
the first independent vaudeville to 
play Birmingham since the days of 
the old Bijou, 20 years ago. The 
house seats 1,100. It was the first 
stage show in the Empire in several 
years. 

Ray Teal and orchestra topped 
the two-act bill, which holds Bob 
Robinson and Dewitt, dancers. The 
Teal orchestra scored and is capable 
of doing some business before the 


‘ | week is over. Birmingham likes this 
a specially written song by Rogers) 


type of bill in preference to acrobats 
and such. 

Show was slow at the opening, 
due to the usual delays. A number 
of sound discs were resorted to kill 
time, and the audience began to tire 
of that jazz long before it was 
stopped. Then in the silence the 
band on the stage, behind the cur- 
tain, was heard tuning up. 

Robinson and Dewitt, mixed team. 
are fair steppers, with the girl get- 
ting her share. 


Harvey Bell of the band, intro-! 


duced as the ‘Florida Songster,’ 
clicked with solos. 

With the vaudeville at 50c top this 
week, no effort was made to sel! the 
picture, ‘High Pressure’ (WB), 








PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 21. 

Vagaries of vaude never better 
exemplified than at the Palace this 
week, where Moran and Mack, sup- 
posed to be the headliners, proved it 
in their own way Saturday by doing 
two numbers in nine minutes and 
walked off without as much as a 
how-de-do. That may be another 
way of saying who cares, but for a 
couple of fellows who have been 
getting the ups and downs and are 
now trying for a comeback, it's not 
especially the right start. 

Audience never did find out what 
it was all about, but from back. 
stage came the answer. Of all alibis 
the one offered was about not ; 


fete 


|} ting enough applause. 


Moran and Mack never did do any 
too long an act, but here they were 
scheduled to do at least 12 minutes 
and would have done that much 
probably if the rafters had fallen 
apart. Opening with their old seance 
on the bales, the ‘Black Crows’ 
didn’t waste any time in knocking 
off their proverbial gags, coming 
a with the boxing bit, and that’s 
all. 


Probably the biggest lauch about 


this show is that Jack Mcl.allen, 
repeating his questionable humor 
for the ’nth time around these parts, 
clocked off 26 minutes in contrast 
to the headliners’ nine. McLallen’s 
act ran at least 16 minutes too long, 


with more stalling going on in the 
turn than in the ninth inning of a 


tied ball game. Material doesn’t 
worry McLallen any, evidently. as 
he’s still doing the same opening 


with Sarah and the yoo-hooing back- 
stage. Probably the biggest loss in 
the McLallen act was when Fred 
Sanborn stepped out for himself. 


Saving grace of this layout, and 
without which there wouldn’t be a 
show, is the Singer’s Midgets revue, 
snappy entertainment in every bit 
of its 45 minutes. Plenty of mamas 
and kids out front, with the proba- 
bility that the box office will tinele 
more from that act than anything 
else. Midgets haven't been around 
this house for a long spell and 
they're back with a lot of new stuff 
that hasn't been seen locally. Prin- 
cipally the Penguin number, a nifty 
production novelty, which the little 
folk do up in crack style. 


As booked in, this bill held only 
the three turns, which wasn’t figure 
enough, so Howard, Sadelle and 
Bernice, dancing trio, were shoved 
im at the last minute from here. Act 
appeared somewhat ill at ease the 
first show, which it doubtless got 
over later. It’s a pleasing dance 
turn, with two girls and the boy in 
the middle. 

Starting this week the Saturday 
midnight shows go off for the sum- 
mer, a break for the acts. Opening 
day biz pretty good, with all but the 
baleony filling before two o'clock. 
Usual trailer and fillers around the 
feature, ‘Man Wanted’ (WB). 

Span. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

There are 24 different ways of 
routing four vaudeville acts in a 
bill, all of which are wrong if the 
acts consist of a single comic, a 
crossfire team, 2 musical family, 
and an acrobatic troupe. But 
there’s nothing like trying, and con- 
sidering the impression of diversity 
left by this RKO unlit, Its arrange- 
ment probably couldn’t be bettered. 

Toppers are Clara Barry and Or- 
val Whitlege who go in for self and 
mutual ribbing on a caustic scale. 
This pair’s technique of saying how 
bad they are convinces an audience 
they must be good. They're funny 
and they went strong. 

Preceding in the third position 
were Donatella Brothers and Car- 
men, three boys with accordion, sax 
and clarinet, the girl working in 
tap steps with them and doing some 
strip twisting on her own. What 
really makes it an act is the encore 
in which the troupe introduces ‘Dad- 
dy,’ who plays a plaintive piece on 
the shepherd’s horn, and ‘Mother,’ 
who manipulates a tambourine with 
unbelieveable finesse. A remark- 
ably young couple, they easily out- 
Shine their asserted progeny. 

No. 2 is given Hal Neiman, red- 
nose comic, some of whose lines 
need wiping. One gesture, also, is 
likely to hurt him if one of the del- 
icate-minded local police catches 
the show. 

Avalons, an ordinary wire-balanc- 
ing aggregation, starts off the bill 
none too auspiciously. Maybe it’s 
the girl who does a simple backflip 
and insists on getting a hand for it 


that annoys. 
Feature is Helen Twelvetrees in 
‘Young Bride’ (RKO-Pathe). Busi- 


ness fair. 





MORRIS OFFICE’S SCREENO 
Chicago, May 23. 

Local William Morris office is 
now handling bookings for a new 
screen novelty called Screeno, @ 
game akin to Keno and played bY 
the audience in the same way, the 
only difference being in the num- 
bers called off from the screen. 

Morris agency is also going in 
for band bookings, with Sam Bram- 
son and Biggie Levin handling that 
end. 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 37 





= 
STATE 


This is the first venture of a 
tabloid musical comedy into a vaud- 
film combination house on Broad- 


y. Film deluxers have tried them | ensemble. 
and the meb/the house didn’t know what to do 
several | with 


with varied success, 
pas responded favorably 


MET., BROOKLYN | 


Motley arrangement gudionnty.| 
with good and bad mixed pretty in- | 
judiciously for a none-too-pleasing 
Fault lies in the fact that | 
headline 


the act, 


times to the ballyhoo of a ‘$4.40/ Richardson band, and had it close 


musical for 85c.’ , 

On the evidence presented at the 
State the clientele of the vaudfilm- 
ers have a different temper. Every- 
thing was done at the State to put 
the selling point over. Lobby 
lavishly billed with striking lobby 
displays to catch the eye with 


" 


the show. Also only four acts, one| 
being dropped because of length of 
picture, ‘Wet Parade’ (Metro). 
Threw the show pretty much out of 


whack and almost killed the chances 


was | 


promise of sprightly musical com- | 


edy doings. 


Effect wasn’t so evident 


inside. | 


Lower floor fairly well filled for the | 


late afternoon performance, but the | 


balcony was a waste of emptiness 
beyond the eighth row. It was just 
as well, for anybody back of that 
might as well have listened from 
the lobby. All that penetrated of 
the dialog was a jumble, and the 
distant rows found themselves pay- 
ing to hear the front rows down- 
stairs laugh. 


Maybe that was the reason for 
the audience reaction, which was 
emphatically indifferent. They came 
up to breathe only on one or two 
occasions, and they were in re- 
sponse to introduction of something 
in the way of a specialty, notably 
the tap routine of Floria West as 
an incidental to the singing of ‘I 
Got Rhythm’ by Hazel Roumaine. 

Presence of the big troupe didn’t 
impress them especially. It didn’t 


impress them so that they gave 
audible evidence anyhow. These 
pop vaudeville fans are Mis- 
sourians; they knew what they 
were getting and they definitely 


weren’t becoming steamed up over 
it. 

What they were getting, as a mat- 
ter of fact, was an elaborate flash 
vaudeville revue, except that vaude- 
ville producers don’t waste as much 
time in useless dialog as the tab 
musical, and the tab musical is 
much shorter on real specialty than 
an eight-people revue flash. 


Twenty girls in the line and a 
male chorus of 10 do not compen- 
Sate ihe vaudeville mob for tepid 
musical comedy players, and this 
group was entirely undistinguished. 
Bert Gordon has the Willie Howard 
assignment and plays it in routine 
fashion. Frances Upton does the 
Molly role, giving the performance 
of a trim and pretty leading woman 
who was too busy with reading 
blah lines to do any of the dances 
she looked capable of. 


There are three or four other men 
in the cast, including Hal Thomp- 
son as Danny, and they all might 
have been first-class straight men 
out of wheel troupes when the 
wheel troupes had first-class 
straight men. Anyhow, they had 
lines to speak, and they spoke them 
with complacent _ self-assurance. 
What the greater part of the audi- 
ence got was the vague suggestion 
of an elaborate story, conveyed in 
much baritone bellowing and unin- 
telligible soprano twitterings, none 
of which meant a thing. 

They must have gotten over the 
complete book of the opera. The 
quantity of dialog suggested as 
much. But they failed utterly to 
convey in the slightest any of the 
spirit of the frolic. A male quar- 
tet made two appearances, singing 
‘Bidin’ My Time,’ both times to fill 
&@ gap for stage setting, but they 
Mever registered anything more 
then a pale attempt to imitate a hill- 
billy group with which the State 
crowd is familiar. Any of the orig- 
inal effect of song or people was 
entirely absent. 

Thing is done in two acts and 
any number of scenes. The entr’acte 
is an especially clumsy bit of man- 
agement. At the first act finale 
four of the chorus girls come down 
front through the traveler and 
chorus the news that the next act 

going to be amusing, but mean- 
while the audience will be enter- 


tained with George Gershwin’s 
melodies. At which they ups and 
flash the lyrics of ‘Rhythm’ and 


other numbers on the screen while 
the orchestra does the melodies, just 
like the organlog at a picture house. 

This isn’t a test of the tabloid 
musical for vaudeville purposes. If 
the original cast had played this 
adaptation at the State they prob- 
ably wouldn't have looked so good. 
Adapter of such things will have to 

vaudeville wise. Probably it will 
be found advisable to scrap the 
original book almost‘ entirely, and 


Probably the tab will be better for | 


the use of specialty people rather 
than polite musical comedy players. 

Reason for thinking so is that 
With all this elaborate staging the 
use of a nice-looking group of 20 
Sirls and a huge load of excellent 
costumes, all this vaude mob went 
for with any show of enthusiasm 
Was the solo number of ‘Rhythm’ 
and the incidental tap dance by the 
personable Miss West. The heavy 





,and went home well satisfied with 
| the entertainment, 


|} born and group of sax players and 


ot the opening turn, Carrie and 
Eddie, 

That Carrie and Eddie (New Acts) 
comprise the best act on the bill, | 


| from a strictly entertainment stand- | 
Its a colorful | 


point, tells the story. 
flash act, with comely scenery and 
capable performers. So strong, in 
fact, that what followed couldn’t 
climb over the applause barrier. 


What should have been done was 
to switch the Carrie and Eddie spot} 
with the Florence Richardson spot, | 
with the house pit! 


and do away 
overture. 


Mills and Robinson, 
seemed uncomfortable. They're’ a! 
clever pair of youngsters and have! 
pretty good comedy material, 
Mills would get better results by'| 
sticking to straight for Miss Robin-'! 
son’s comedy, instead of cutting in. 

Three Sailors went nicely with 
their usual roughhouse antics, but 
also were let down somewhat. One 
of the boys wasn’t feeling well. 

Miss Richardson’s band closed, 
with the customers. so carefully 
holding on to their mitts that not a 
single encore was asked for, given, 
or even thought of. Kauf. 


Se | 
| 


ORPHEUM, DENVER | 


Denver, May 18. 

Customers who have been com- | 
plaining about the quality of vaude | 
offered by RKO received a jolt with | 
the current bill—picture and all— 


Vaude opens with Vernon Rath- 


| dancers, an act that merits a better 


| spot 
after the buildup, gets over big, and 


; some sort, 


ern party 
an 

ping 
Skit is clever and has just enough 
pathos in it to balance tiie hilarity. 


is Doc Rockwell who returns to see 
all his old patients and, he hopes, | 


seemingly endless and judging by 
the laughter of the audience nothing | 
gets away from them. 
his coathanger skeleton, this taking | 


act. 








| production. 





| 


reading of lines and the laboriously | 


Pumped-up musicai 
Were deadwood. 
Weak picture 
for part of the 
ance, 
urday afternoon another element, 
‘ut there was plenty of evidence 
that the proceedings on the stage 
had something to do with it. On the 
Screen ‘The wet Parade’ (Metro). 


Rush. 


comedy 


probably accounted 
indifferent attend- 


rags 


| 


: |; with red 
Fine weather this May Sat-/ 


i 


on any bill. His clowning, 


his sax tooting also leaves nothing | 
to be desired. 
Edith Bow builds up to her mod-| 
girl act by entering as 
oldfashioned girl, then strip- | 
by stages to the party girl. 


The piece-de-resistance, of course, 
His chatter is 


some new ones. 


He analyses | 
the place of the old banana stalk | 
backbone used in his chiropractic | 
He not only lasts 25 minutes | 
with his own act but stays on and 
practically makes the closing act, | 
the Electric Trio, who are good rea- | 
son for him to remain on longer. 
They loved it. 

Earl Kaye’s orchestra’s Spanish 
overture, closing with ‘Lady of 
Spain,’ evidences that their popu- | 
larity is increasing. 

‘Misleading Lady,’ while mis- | 
named, helped make this the best 
program since the theatre opened on 
Feb. 11. 


Grand Opera House, N.Y. 


Four-act bill with only one stooge 
seems to class as a near record of 
but three of the acts 
manage to get along without 
erutches and the stoogery of the 
one intruder is more or less open 
to question. He might he the ‘and 
Co. No need for padding on a 
show which runs four acts and an 
overture in 44 minutes to let in 
two film features with a chapter of 
a serial on Saturdays. 

Bill opens with Vardell Bros., 
who have one Class A stunt, but 
apparently never tried te build it 
into something. Big trick is a 
10-foot jump to a coast on a chute 
and into a foot-to-foot hold, the 
eatecher hanging from a pair of 
loops on a trap bar. It’s a showy 
trick, but not worked up to create 
the class impression. Two short 
routines of pullups and handstands 
stretch the act to six minutes, but 
a good stager could build this act 
up into something real with a little 


(New Acts) 
and talking 





Hall and Symonds 
deuce with a singing 
act along conventional lines and 
ever nicely with this crowd. Usual 
comedian and straight man with 
nothing new. Sample of the humor 
is the straight man asking the 
comic if his girl was Belgian and 
he replies she wasn’t sick. Okay 
for the house and spot. 

Howard Anderson and Co. (New 
Acts) on third, is a manand woman 
act with the lone stooge. The man 
has an easy way of getting his gags 
over and has real help from a girl, 
who knows what colors go best 
hair. Her first dress is | 
simple but classy, with a change 
to lace pyjamas, not bad, but not 
as well chosen. A dance to each 
dress; pretty much the same dance 





| but pleasantly done, though not in 


'with the girl and the stooge and 


any way sensational. Man works 


Tlorence |! 


deucing, | 


but | 


| Acts), 


| tinue on the 
| Saturdays to Tuesdays, with straight | 


| Keats of the 


has a solo bit with a sax-clarinet 
that tickled the house. 

Closing number is Costello and 
Lee Revue (New Acts), moderate 
dance flash that filled in well 
enough, though far from being iim- 


portant. | 


Pictures 
(Fox) and 


‘Careless 
You 


are 


‘Are Listening’ 


Lady’ | 


(Metro), with a serial chapter that | 


cleaned more applause than 


the | 


combined features with the largely | 
| 


juvenile house. Odd thine was thet 
the kids seemed to catch and even 
to anticipate the mildly risque 
in ‘Lady’ more quickly than their 
elders, 
HIPPODROME 

With the summer beginning to be 
felt everywhere, RKO’s big one un- 
der the ‘L’ is no exception. Its ex- 
tensive bill of eight acts, coupled 


with a feature, at low scales, has a 
hard time competing with the be- 
lated sunshine and balminess. House 
Saturday afternoon was about one- 
third populated, although ‘State's 
Attorney’ (Radio), which should 


exert some draw above average, is| 


on the screen. 

Hippodrome for RKO has been a 
profitable operation right along, but 
this summer the story may have a 
different ending. Circuit is in the 
house on a 60-day cancellation no- 
tice to the landlord, Fred F. French, 
but RKO so far intends ic continue 
indefinitely. Whether or snot the 
Palace, with its 10-act grind policy, 
will cut into the Hipp’s business re- 
mains to be seen. Opinion at RKO 
quarters is that it won't. 

‘State’s Attorney’ is here for sec- 
ond run immediately on top of its 
two weeks at the Mayfair. That 
does not always occur, but during 
the past year or so, faced with 
product and other problems, major 
circuits have nearly forgotten about 
protection. Meanwhile, probably 
the show public is getting wise. In 
many cases lately fans have to wait 


|} only a week or less to see pictures 


at lower scales in subsequent runs. 
Vaude bill is without any particu- 
lar distinction, but plays favorably 
enough to rate as passable enter- 
tainment at box-office prices asked 
here. It possesses its usual divers- 
ity, with enough in the novelty and} 
sight divisions to satisfy the kids. 
Three attractions fall in the nov- | 
elty class. They are Ivanoff (New 
juggler, opening; Johnny 
Hyman, blackboard mentalist, fourth, | 
and Ferry Corwey, clown, closer.} 
There's also Doc Baker, with his} 
quick changes and girls, third, for} 
flash. 
Ryan and Noblette, comedy team, | 
next to shut, stand out in their rou- | 
tine of laugh material, singing, etc. 
They did 14 minutes at the Saturday 
mat, where a couple less through 
tightening up, mostly the first five 
minutes, would prove more effective. 
Miss Noblette’s cry-baby biz on 


to the act. 


Corwey registered very well with) 


his clowning following the Ryan- 
Noblette turn, his target practice 
and whiskey drinking bits collecting 
the laughs nicely. The house has 
the Landt Trio and White, ether 
quartet, ahead of Ryan and Noblette. 
They do nicely in a routine of song 
numbers, relieved by some touches 
designed to dig up chuckles. On the 
closer, singing ‘Bend Down Sister,’ 
they have a fat lady behind a scrim 
going through some calisthenics. 
The silhouette alone brings a laugh. 

Radio bunch uses two mikes, al- 
ternating between the two, and in) 
one spot adds something by having 
a voice offstage talk back to them 


| were two flashes, 
both sightly, one to open the show | 


{turn layout. 


tal throughout. 


| song numbers adds a strong punch| 


ACADEMY 


Fox has a problem to keep up an 
even pace of entertainment for the 
Wednesday-Friday half of the week 
to fill in for the half week of Fan- 


chon & Marco bookings. Regular 
r&M units came in working 
smoothly, while a catch-as-catch- 


can specialty 
not work out. 


For thise three-day date the ar- 


program may or may 


rangement worked out neatly, and 
the performance caught Thursday 
evening was especially good for 
neighborhood purposes, due to the 
presence of a group of amateurs 
trying out for the opportunity plan 
and sandwiched into the middle of 
the show, 

Commonly such an arrangement 
would be poison for the run of 
drop-in customers, but this frameup 
is expertly handied, both by Benny 
Rubin, who m.c’d the tryouts, and 
by whoever lays out the running. 


Rubin deals with the tyros genially 
for mild comedy purposes, but gen- 
erally helps them along, with 
straight introductions and foiling, 
never making them the butt of a 
gag. Each aspirant is on and away 


briefly, held down strictly to a sin- 


gle specialty try and most of them 
have one good thing in their reper- 
toire. Tousel-headed youth, for in- 
stance, essayed an impersonation of 
Will Mahoney in his skidding dance 
fall; did it three times in the course 
of a capital tap routine and got 
away. He won the award for the 
evening. 

Tendency seems to be 
size the girly angle in 
framing bills, probably seeking to 
preserve the F&M line idea. For 
the show under discussion there 
both simple and 


to empha- 
general in 


and one next to closing on the five- 


to be stressed as much as it would 
be in a straight specialty vaud- 
filmer, although it was given fair 
rating in this program and helped 
to hold the entertainment up. 

Opening were Four Spiders and a 
Fly, five girls doing a variety of 
aerial work on traps, rings and 
webbing, and piecing out with con- 
tortion dancing and 
the floor level. Take only 10 min- 
utes and fill it with action aground 
and aloft. 


Rubin on for the first time No. 2 
for a brief routine of talk and gag- 
ging alone, leading u» to introduc- 
tion of Fields and Bell, two-man 
acrobatic steppers and clown tum- 
blers. Comedy knockabout is capi- 
Fun is all strictly 
in the tumbling itself and not in 
talk, gags or comic props. Stand 
up in their specialty itself, and have 
a smash finish with the introduction 
of a giant stooge who reveals him- 
self as Henry Mullins of Atlanta, 
7 feet eight inches by his own con- 
fession and wearing a No. 22 shoe. 
Used for comedy purposes, although 
straight in dress, and gets into the 


| exit dance for excellent comedy ef- 





through the amplifier. Did very 
well over here. 
Comedy in another vein supplied 


by Casa and Lehn, with their spills, | 
They open) 
' 
| 


acrobatic mixups, etc. 
slowly and close ineffectively. 
Tightening up should be simple. 


Returns fairly appreciable here, con- 
sidering. 

Another double, the Trado Twins, 
spotted second. Their closing is 
also where the weakness occurs. 
For the finish, one of the Trados is 
on the shoulders of the other, wear- | 
ing a long coat that gives the effect 
of a very tall person. While they 
cut the picture, they fail to do any- 
thing with it except indulge in some 
meaningless talk and stumbling 
around. 
do a dance routine, that would be 
just the ticket. 

If not, wisdom would point to 
moving of some of the dance rou- 
tines up for the getaway. Trados| 
are both agile hoofers, getting their 
best reaction from that. jaker 
scored nicely following the Trados, | 
setting a fast pace at the beginning 
and keeping it up to the end.. His| 





| mixed team injest a moderate sock; 


into the proceedings. 
Fourth, Hyman proved a pleaser, | 


selling effectively his letter, name, 
and mathematical combinations on 
Char. | 


the blackboard. 


fect with the two medium-sized 
boys. Side show angle great for 
these neighborhooders. 


Amateurs edged in here for bet- 
ter part of half an hour and, sur- 
prisingly enough, held up to good 
entertainment pace. 

Show picks up again with the 
Marcellus Dancers, six girls, man 
handler for adagio and a tenor sup- 
plying musical accompaniment for 
couple of Oriental dance ideas, 
mostly acrobatic. Special settings 
in two full stage arrangements, 
with a sprightly adagio worked in 
and a grand finale with the girls 
doing first-rate routines of Arabian 
pyramid buildings and flying som- 
ersaults. Crisp and fast work 
keeps stage active for 12 minutes. 

Gus Van working his now crys- 
tallized dialect song cycle takes the 
difficult closing spot and holds them. 
‘Silver Lining’ (Patrician, released 
by U.A.) mild screen material. At- 
tendance fair for the night and the 
season. Rush. 


Circus’ 4-A-Day 


(Continued from page 1) 


a motorized troupe which avoide 


If the understander could | parades due to cost. 


In some spots the circus is tie- 
ing up with local merchants on the 
four-a-day idea. This was done in 
Pottsville, Pa. While the four shows 
daily experiment applies best to 
larger towns where some tieup ts 
effected, the three-a-day routine 
works out satisfactorily in smaller 
spot minus a tieup. 


16 Shows in 5 Days 
Counting the Pottsville 
ment, the show recently gave 16 
performances in five days. The third 
performance amounts to a supper 


ishow, each program running one 


SAN DIEGO VAUDE OUT 
Holiywood, May 23. 
Split week of 
California Diego, 
Fanchon & Marco units will con- 
first half of the week, 


vaudeville at the 


is now out. 


ean 


pictures for the second half. 
Vaude had booked bv Parle 
local F&M office. 


been 


and a half hours. 

Main does not bill third or 
fourth show where occurring, mere- 
ly scheduling an early*-evening per- 
formance and, when full, turning it 
over in time for another start. Tent 
seats $3,000. 
is planning to go through 

Iongland starting this week. 
attraction it plugging is Bill 


its 


Circus 
New 
The 


j 
jCody, film cowboy star. 


Comedy doesn’t seem | 


acrobatics on| 


engeage- | 


Women in Speaks 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘aged by the presence of a lady, that 
women were genuinely sympathetic 


to the ordering of another round, 
j}that they provided an excellent au- 
'dience for the confidences invari- 
ably engende.>*d in the speakeasy 
atmosphere, that they actually and 
directly increased the male trade 
instead of scaring it away, did the 
speak entrepreneurs begin to cast 
about for lures to draw the ladies 
Vie For Femme ~ ade 


reversing their for- 


vigorous 


Completely 


mer stand, at present a 


battle wages amongst the class wet 
spots in town for feminine trade 
Not only do the girls bring their 


gents to the speaks they favor, the 
industry has discovered, but they 
are the one solution to the problem 
of filling the mid-day tables which 
would otherwise gape unoccupied; 
the bulk of the male customers only 
beginning to arrive at 5 p. m., after 
office hours. 


Chief of the various stratagems 
employed to entice the ladies, and 
most swiftly successful, is the sex 


appeal proprietor or manager who 
circulates among the luncheon 
tables giving of his glamorous per- 
sonality to his enraptured guests, 
One establishment near Times 
Square is typical. Its presiding 
spirit is a sleek haired Latin, who 
has worked himself up from a 
waiter to his present heady status. 
| His tailoring is faultless, his man- 
ner gleamingly polished; only his 
(haberdashery is a bit brash for the 


|picture of a perfect gent. He car- 
lries with him the allure of the 
illicit. He is as near to a gangster 


jas the majority of his femme pa- 
trons can get. Most of them middle- 
jaged matrons, they are thrilled by 
it’ 2 outlawry he represents. With 
his sinister good looks and his 
worldly wisdom which has taught 
him to play the field, he i: as actual 
a draw for the speak he operates as 
Gable is for the Capitol. The cream 
of the class speak owners hold him 
and his gigolo tactics in contempt, 
but business thrives at his place 
none the less. His bartenders work 
their hardest at noon mixing the 
sweetish cocktails which disguise 
the taste of liquor in them for his 
matronly customers. He drinks 
only straight brandy himself. 

At his spot a man is pretty much 
of a noon-time rarity, but should 
any questing males venture in, he 
is not loathe to introduce them to 


Men assemble in appreciable num- 
bers later in the day led thither by 
his loyal lady patrons. 


$1 Lunch a Bargain 


Many of the speaks now serve 
dollar lunches to engender feminine 
good will. The food is of that first 
class quality which ladies recog- 
nize. It would set them back many 
times a dollar if ordered a la carte 
—and the girls know it. If the 
femmes have proved their value to 
the management as evening time 
business getters, if they look as if 
they have a large circle of moneyed 
masculine friends, their lunch 
checks are lifted by the house, This 
procedure has proved itself good 
/economy, though there are care- 
fully graded degrees to its applica- 
tion. For instance, some of the la- 
dies, not quite as prolific with 
spending boy friends as others, re- 
ceive just one round of drinks on 
the house. Fifth avenue saleswomen 
and models get the most considera- 
tion of them all, for they return the 
compliment most profitably. 








Town's Swankiest Spot 
The swankiest speak in town, the 
peer of them all, is not above mak- 
ing a definite effort to cater to 
femme trade. This spot numbers 
many ‘society’ women among its 
regular customers, and to win their 
jloyalty it pursues an appropriately 
| high class course. It turns over its 
| total Monday gross to its best lady 
customers’ favorite charities. On 
| Mondays, therefore, these charitably 
inclined gals give large parties 
|for their friends. The friends re- 
member the speak's address, wish- 
ing themselves to patronize such a 
| public-spirited institution. 

| Each type of speak has learned 
|to appeal to its own grade of fem- 
|inine trade in a manner sensitively 
attuned to the correct manner of 
| approach. When the speaks be- 
| came Big Business, they be- 
|came students of fernme psyc! 


also 
ology 


| Gene Fosdick'’s orchestra opens 
at the Rye Bath and Tennis club, 
Westchester county, May 28, for 


bthe summer, 


his femme contingent upon request. 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 








MASTBAUM 


(Continued from page 55) 


from negligee to a white evening 
gown behind screen. Act is really 
put over by Sid Silvers, as stooge, 
who remains in the pit and starts 
the laughs rolling. Tashman’s vel- 
vety, caressing voice, and the way 


around but Tommy Harris and Nor- 
man Nie!sen, both okay singers, de- 
livered their stuff exceptionally 
well, Additionally Nielsen handled 
the clowning in acceptable fashion, 





she wears those flewing garments, 
maintain that screen glaror, 
Jim McWilliams next with his ex- 
uberant monolog and in spite of the | 
fact that he didn’t seem to like the | 
idea of working over the pit (ne- | 
cessitated by getting stage ready 
for the regiment of musicians) 
clicked from the start and had the 
audience asking for more. Act 
closed with the massive orchestra | 
and a happy David Ross passing the 
plaudits to the entire organization. 
Milton Charles, as his regular 
console offering, sang a few tunes 
from ‘Face the Music,’ and had all 
the customers whistling with a spe- 
cially prepared number. Newsreel 
showing the ill-fated sailors pulled 
aloft by the Akron cut as soon as 
the first falling figure is flashed 
with caption that details are too 
harrowing to be shown. Picture is 
Joe E. Brown’s ‘Tenderfoot’ (WB), 
but the draws were the _ screen 
celebs and the appeal to the musi- 
cally-minded. Waters. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, May 20. 

Feature and stage prez at the 
Imperial this week makes for a 
strong bill that should prove a 
money-maker, despite the hot 
weather spell that is keeping the 
cash customers outside. 

Brox Sisters headline and are a 
good draw, trio being Canucks who, 
with Marjorie White and others 
now prominent in a lesser degree, 
were in the original Winnipeg Kid- 
dies, a kid-revue that is the closest 
parallel here to the Gus Edwards’ 
aggregations. With a British film 
now into its fourth week at the 
rival Uptown and a two-week hold- 
over finishing at the Tivoli, town 
has gone British-flicker crazy. Last 
minute shuffle has put ‘Lady Pan- 
niford’s Folly,’ a British-Gaumont 
picture into FP-Can.’s ace house 
here. 

Versatility honors again go to the 
14-girl line-up. Kids open bill in 
full-stage garden set and, garbed 
in shorts and sweaters, go through 
a ball-drill that is devoid of fumb- 
ling, something intricate in the 
finale when 14 pigskins are flying 
in whirl-wind passes. Kids again 
out for a skipping number with 
stage going dark at finish and lit 
up only by the bulb-lined skipping 


though not properly planted as a 
comic. Mac with a pair of hill- 
billy songs, Hazel Warner murmur- 
ing a pair of pop tunes, Edna 
O'Keefe with novelty songs, Pedro 
with Mexican chatter, and Al Pearce 
singing with his brother Cal and m. 
|c’ing completed the lineup. 
Gaylene and Durayne, swell acro 
team snatched from an F. & M. | 
Idea added a welcome punch. En- 
tire bunch, with the possible excep- 
tion of Harris, needed that micro- 
phone and should have worked di- 
rectly to it. One that used it ap- 


| peared to better advantage than the 


one who passed it by. 

Show ran 50 minutes and could 
be cut to 40, including an opening 
and a finale that weren't so hotcha. 
Bock. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 19. 
Grier’s Cocoanut Grove 
a dance combo and 
showmanship, 


Jimmy 
band, strictly 
lacking presentation 
is the stage attraction this week. 
Plus Charles Irwin, m. c.; Carter De 
Haven, Jr., and his sister Marjory; 
Dick Webster, orchestra vocalist; 
Gogo Delys, blues singer, and the 
Three Ambassadors, sweet vocal 
trio, it makes mediocre stage enter- 
tainment. Were it not for Irwin the 
presentation would be a near wash- 
out. 

The De Havens, with’ still a lot to 
learn from papa, work in an ama- 
teurish manner. Several times Ir- 
win had to pull them up in order to 
get their gags over. Dancing of the 
youngsters is routine taps. Both 
smart looking, they should be able 
to get somewhere in show business, 
but it will take grooming. Three 
Ambassadors and Dick Webster are 
each allotted one chorus of a band 
number. Webster displays a good 
baritone voice in the accepted 
Crosby-Columbo manner. Trio suf- 
fered further when the loudspeaker 
system went haywire on their num- 
ber. 

Band plays five numbers all in the 
same manner. Breaks are of the 
dance type and are not hot enough 
for stage work. Grier was Gus Arn- 
heim’s arranger before he organized 
his own band and replaced Arnheim 
at the Grove. 

Gogo Delys, warm looking femme 
blues warbler, had two numbers 
which landed. Miss Delys, also from 
the Grove, has made a local ether 
rep with torrid tunes. 

Irwin is on and off during the en- 
tire proceedings. A class m. c., it’s 


INCORPORATIONS 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, May 23. 
Western Amusement Device Co., Coun- 


ty of Los Angeles. Capital stock $50,- 
000, non subscribed. Andrew Rickey, 
John R. Winn, S. H. Underwodd, all of 


Long Beach, Cal. 
Gittelson Brothers, Inc., County of Los 
Angeles. (Ticket brokerage). Capital 


Stock 


Tuesday, May 24, 1939 


Market _ 


— 





(Continued from page 8) 


large scale, and the total of rentals 
from these concerns mounts to im- 
posing figures. All three of these 
companies are seriously crippled, 
the extent of their business ailments 





stock $25,000, $30 subscribed. George 
Gittelson, Sam Gittelson, Harry | 
son. 

The Racem 


Corporation, County of - 


Los Angeles. (Beach rides). Capital | 
stock $50,000, $300 subscribed Frank | 
L. Stineman, Frank A. Helton, William 
W. Cockins, 

Name of F. L. B. Corp. changed to 


Theatrical Enterprise Corp., and place 
of business changed from Los Angeles 
to San Diego county. 

Name of los Angeles Wild Animal 
Farm, Ltd., changed to California Zoo- 
logical Gardens. 


Sun Printing & Pub. Ass’n., Inc., and 
Dave Schiffrin; C. Santini, admr.; $21,936. 

Mills Music, Imc.; Denton & Haskins 
Music Pub. Co., Inc.; $1,474.15. 

Chamberlain Brown Amus. Corp.; Alli- 
ance Casualty Co.; $912.17. 

Chamberlain Brown Amus. Corp.; Alli- 
ance Casualty Co.; $1,033.94. 

John Hastings; Doubleday, Doran & 
Co., Inc.; $150.70. 

R. Victor Leightom; World Wide Adv. 


Corp.; $618.57. 

Morris Green; Realty Acceptance Corp.; 
$240.58. 

Carl Hemmer; Alfred Nelson Co.; 
$484.23. 

Carl Hemmer; Alfred Nelson Co.; 
$156.20. 


Bessie K. Mack; M. Ehrlich; $2,200.50. 
. S. K. Amusem. Corp. and Samuel 

Kleinfield; Sinram Bros.; $98.55. 

Louis Willard; Stadium Operating Co.; 
$527.55. 

Lawrence Morris; Aeolian Co.; $342.58. 

Herman Nasta; D. Goldstein et al; 
$1,368.81. 

John Hyde; J. Vinolas et al; $137.40. 

Equity Ticket Service; Inc.; Claude 
Neon Lights, Inc.; $239.57. 

Tobis Vanderbilt Theatre Corp.; N. Y. 
Edison Co.; $536.15 

Carl Reed; 145 JE. 
$680.85. 

Granada Amuse. Corp.; H. Jahr et al; 


64th St. Corp.; 


$126.45, 
Club Palladium,  Inc.; Chas. R. 
Rueger, Inc.; $11.46. 





dion, at least until he digs up some 
new material. 

Powell next to closing in one has 
two numbers; one he _ sings in 
‘Blessed Event’ and ‘Extraordinary 
Gal,’ selling both in excellent fash- 
ion. Four weeks away seem to have 
given him new assurance and a lot 
of pep, and his work shows it. 
Finale has the chorus on ladders for 
good novelty. 

Dave Broudy’s overture, a medley 
of Victor Herbert’s tunes, with 
Broudy soloing it on the fiddle; 
Bernie Armstrong’s organlogs, and 
feature, ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(WB). Newsreel has five clips; the 
one showing two sailors falling to 








ropes, a novel effect, particularly 
at the finish, where circular forma- 
tions create a miniature Coney lIs- 
land that socked home. 

Not to be outdone, ballet is back 
in second half, before a country- 
club set in full, for hurdling rou- 
tine. Girls are in polo helmets, 
shirts, white jhodpurs and white 
riding-boots and are an eyeful. 
Riding-crop and- arm-drills and 
then the pony bit in quartets that 
scored, 

Build-up to Brox Sisters’ en- 
trance has ballet on in cerise gowns 
and silver capes. Kicks and in- 
versions in waltz time ind then 
the soft harmony trio for two num- 
bers and a triple Dietrich imper- 
sonation that scored. Nice recep- 
tions also went to Niles, femme im- 
personator whose trick voice and 
gowns pleased the caramel-chew- 
ing down-fronters; Mildred Perles 
in an acrobatic bit; Betty and 
Dorothy Lewis out of the line-up 
into a soft-shoe routine, and Wilton 
Crawley in his standard hot reed 
specialty. 

For finale, Brox Sisters out in 
full stage pent-house set for their 
‘Singing in the Rain’ number with 
ballet easing on, also in slickers 
and nor’westers, for line-work up- 
stage as rain effect thoroughly 
soaks the kids and set the stage- 
hands squawking. Novelty socks 
home and prez closes to palm- 
pounding. 

Feature is ‘Lady Panniford’s 
Folly’ (British-Gaumont). 

McStay. 


LOEW’S WARFIELD 


San Francisco, May 19. 

Faced with an acute case of red- 
dening of the boxoffice because 
First National’s ‘Strange Case of 
Molly Louvain’ disclosed but little 
appeal, Warfield management 
snapped up the Happy Go Lucky 
gang of KFRC, best radio bunch in 
the west for draw. Opening mat’s 
business was a flock of dollars 
ahead of past eight or nine weeks, 
which speaks well for the HGL 
folks. This CBS afternoon program 
has pretty thoroughly covered the 
state in personal appearances run- 
ning up amazing b. o. totals in audi- 
toriums and opera houses without 
spending money for newspaper or 
billboard advertising, but relying 
upon its own broadcasting for plugs. 

For past three years the hour has 
gone over CBS’s western network 
with a packed studio of listeners 
getting an ear and eyeful of the 
Lucky broadcasters without laying 
down a dime. Now they're paying 





60c. 
Show was captained by Al Pearce. 
With but two exceptions there 


not necessary for him to resort to 
indigo gags for laughs. Irwin should 
have sufficient material handy to 
keep it clean, particularly in picture 
houses. He’s still using the cafe- 
teria routine, which has been his 
standby for at least 15 years. 

With the regular pit band under 
Georgie Stoll out for the week and 
the Grier combination replacing the 
swing band, the Paramount is prob- 
ably getting by on a short budget. 
‘Sky Brides’ (Par) is the feature, 
with a John P. Medbury Travelaff 
and Par news clips rounding out the 
screen fare. Business considerably 
off at the first evening performance 
Thursday, Call. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Dick Powell’s homecoming this 
week. M. c. just back from the 
Coast after doing his first picture 
work in WE's ‘Blessed Event.’ This 
is one show that needs his presence, 
and needs it bad. It’s the F-M unit, 
‘Fine Feathers,’ the poorest of the 
three to hit the Stanley thus far. 

At any rate, Powell saves it hand- 
ily and manages to make the whole 
thing seem better than it has any 
right to be. A clever trailer brings 
him on for his return. It’s a four or 
five-minute reel shot on the ‘Blessed 
Event’ lot, with Mary Brian, Lee 
Tracy, Allen Jenkins and Frank Mc- 
Hugh of the cast bidding him good- 
bye, and all of them getting in some 
strictly local stuff for plenty of 
laughs. 

Somebody should tell F&M about 
their drab and colorless settings. 
Usually a pretty production number 
is rendered hopeless in front of a 
dirty brown drop, and the general 
effect is pretty depressing. ‘Fine 
Feathers’ has this fault. 

Opening has the chorus in a 
classical ballet, with Edna Covey 
breaking it at the end for her bur- 
lesque toe dance, still all right de- 
spite its familiarity and the fact 
that only two weeks ago some fel- 
low did the very same thing on the 
same stage. Novelle Brothers get 
over with their acrobatic violin- 
playing, and later their whistling- 
bird duet, registering the only legiti- 
mate hit of the afternoon. At this 
juncture, Powell jumps down into 
the pit for a hoke band number, 
‘Crazy People,’ with Karl Gerald and 
Don Stitt, bandsman, mugging it for 
chuckles and helping nicely to put 
it over. 

Earl La Vete follows with his ac- 
cordion and his whiskered gags. La 
Vere has been around town five or 
six times in as many years, and he 
hasn't changed a word in all that 
time. It’s still the same stale Scotch 
stories, the same crossfire with the 





their death from the dirigible Akron 


Cohen, 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 19. 

That perennial search for the 
ideal opening day, which might have 
a simple solution were not all larger 
theatres scrambling for the same pot 
of gold, has pushed the State from 
Saturday to Friday opening, effect- 
ive this week. ‘Letty Lynton’ 
(Metro) is accelerating the Friday 
business just as it would the Satur- 
day or Thursday patronage, but the 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Cozy Corner’ unit 
built around Ruth Roland is putting 
people to sleep with childish sim- 
plicity. 

There’s no need to go into detail, 
because this unit has already played 
38 weeks, steering clear of Los An- 
geles in its formative period, and 
will shortly have its head severed in 
Oakland, Ruth Roland, who is 
vaguely remembered by young 
American mothers and fathers as a 
serial queen of the pre-hip likker 
period, has become a moderately ac- 
complished singing vaudevillian 
with three changes of discriminative 
gowning. Billed as ‘in person’ and 
referring several times to her lov- 
able picture public, she is still a 
singing vaudevillian. But why argue 
when Oakland is just around the 
corner? 

Supporting Miss Roland are Two 
Jays, gentlemen tappers wits a dash 
of originality; Dorothy Robinson, 
waltz clogger who satisfies as a 
filler; Rector and Doreen, with ex- 
cellent combination of web and iron 
jaw work which has Rector sus- 
pended by one foot while his partner 
performs on apparatus supported by 
his mouth, and the Alice and Sonny 
Lamont company in wire-walking, 
surrounded by a conglomeration of 
ribald hooey. 

Lamont troupe is introduced as 
mother, father, son and daughter; 
papa.,and daughter doing the wire 
routines, and sonny, a bulky indi- 





vidual, handling the verbal and 
walk-through ribaldry, which fre- 
quently becomes quite poor. His 


windup in an acrobatic dance at- 
tracts applause because he isn’t 
built like a dancer. 

Miss Roland m. c.’s the works 
with a bit too much attempt at 
cuteness and overstays her own spot 
after selling herself nicely with a 
couple of iyrics. The one set is a 
huge divan, beneath which the band 
plays. 

David Pezetsky, brought west by 
the Skouras Bros., had a well-han- 
dled overture featuring himself at 
the piano. It needed cutting but 
earned a hand. 








m. c. Pretty tiresome by this time 





wasn’t much stage presence floating 


and he should stick to his accor- 


Crawford in ‘Letty’ was filling the 


gave the customers .a genuine chill 4. 


being pretty thoroughly reflected in 
the current prices of their securities 
on the Stock Exchange. 
Stocks, Bonds Slump 

If anything more were needed to 
crystallize the acuteness of their 
situation, the record of last week's 
market trading was sufficient. All 
three stocks on the Big Board broke 
into new low ground for all time, 
getting down to minute figures, such 
as 1% for Paramount, 1™% for Fox 
and 1 even for Warners. Making it 
unanimous, RKO registered a new 
bottom at 2% for the new listed 
stock, which represents four old 
shares, thus putting RKO at the 
bottom of the list of active issues 
instead of at the top, as the figures 
themselves irdicate. 
Traders had been prepared for 
something of the sort to happen to 
equity stocks. General neglect of 
all the amusements for a long time 
had prepared speculators for drastic 
mark-downs. But the severe blow 
of last week was the semi-collapse 
of amusement bonds, a landslide 
that spared none of them. Without 
an important exception, the amuse- 
ment liens explored astonishing new 
depths of depression, with several 
startling losses over the week, such 
as 10 points net in the old Keith 
6's and no less than 7 points in Loew 
loans, selling below 70, in utter dis- 
regard of the fact that they are 
backed by an estimated $40,000,000 
of unencumbered real estate. 
Scarcely less drastic was the 
marking down of the Paramount 
bonds, the older issue cracking wide 
open for a net loss of more than 10 
points to 15 and the newer 5's 
sinking rapidly to 13% for a loss of 
7% on the week. At this price they 
are selling below the Warner deben- 
tures, even with that loan at a rec- 
ord low of 14. Both the two last- 
named issues finished the week at 
their extreme bottom. Loew and 
the old Paramounts displayed some 
power to rally. Loew regaining 
about 2 points of its loss and the 
Par. 6’s moving up 1% at the last 
moment of trading. 

All Issues at Minimum 
Bonds as a general thing were at 
new low levels, the movement 
spreading throughout the industrial 
bond list as measured by the Dow 
Jones averages, but few groups 
suffered as severely as did the 
amusements. Several of them 
reached prices below those cur- 
rent for Somé ~ bonds upon 
which there is obvious expecta- 
tion of a default. The Paramounts 
are quoted far below several of the 
foreign loans on which interest pay- 
ment is doubtful and the liquidation 
of which is highly speculative. Some 
of the prices were fantastic, such 
as the Loew bonds selling at 677% 
at the low against around 54 for the 
same company’s preferred stock, 

The Loew loans and the prior 
Paramounts alone showed any 
stimulation of buying at the ex- 
treme bottoms. Keith hit 30 flat on 
a few trades and remained at that 
level. The Pathe liens, which earlier 
in the year were bid up to 90, sank 
to a new bottom for 1932 at 58 and 
apparently inspired no bidding. 

There is no way of telling what 
price the new RKO _ debentures 
would command on an urgent sale, 
since they have not been the subject 
of an actual trade for more than a 
month, but the steady retreat of the 
Keith obligations hint at a probable 
low bid. It will be remembered that 
RCA took practically the entire is- 
sue of debentures, amounting to 





house Friday at noon, Bang, 


i RKO common available for t 










some $11,000,000 and as far as the 
trading world knows still has ther, 
Obviously ho effort is being made tg 
market them at these prices and 
under current conditions. Best that 


could be said in general for the 
various RKO issues traded in Was 
that volume was light, but that 
isn’t any too encouraging, sinea 


there is but a small amount of the 


radine 
total in the hands of investors heen 
ing been cut to a quarter by 
new capitalization of a few : 
back. 


the 
mont hs 


Under the pressure of mid-week 
practically all the film stocks reg. 
istered new bottoms, in the number 
being Consolidated Film Industries 
preferred, which declined by more 
than 40% in the week from 7% to 
4%, dealings being on the rela. 
tively large scale of 3,400 shares, 
Stock has paid its $2 dividend to 
date and the last income statement 
showed the rate earned for the 


quarter which it covered, final of 
last year. Clearly continuance is 
questioned. 


Volume for the week was signifi- 
cant. Turnover in Loew, 
stance was about 50,000 shares, 
largest in a long time, although 
general trading was on a small 
scale. Turnover Saturday, when it 
touched its bottom, was around 
7,500 shares, although the Saturdav 
half day session was the smallest 
for the list since August, 1931. In 
like manner volume of bonds, both 
Loew and Par., was abnormally 
large, although the total for the 
day’s general trading in liens was 
below recent average. 


Eastman Kodak reversed its re- 
cent procedure. For a long time 
it has been inclined to lead the way 
down for the film issues, but last 
week it showed a steady front in 
the face of collapse in other direc- 
tions, ending the week with a net 
gain of 1% points, the only measur- 
able advance among the amuse- 
ments and their allies. Kodak, how. 
ever, had touched a double bottom 
at 38%, before its rebound came, 
ending the week at 425g, up about 4 
from the low. Only other issue 
among the entertainment shares to 
rival it was Loew’s preferred which 
staged a late rebound of 4% from 
54% to 59, ending the week net 2 up. 

Two amusement stocks got a lot 
of undesirable publicity from the 
Senate Stock market inquiry. Harry 
Warner was questioned as to the 
market operations of himself and 
his brothers in 1930 and 31 and it 
was brought out that their market 
activities were highly profitable. It 
was. steted....that. beginning . this 
week, the committee will make an 
inquiry into operations in Fox stock. 
The M. J. Meehan pool in Radio also 
was canvassed exhaustively, bring- 
ing out among other things that 
Meehan had sailed suddenly for Eu- 
rope a day before, a very sick man, 
it was said. All that the Senate in- 
vestigation brought out has been of 
common report in theatre trade cir- 
cles this long time and it happened 
two years or so ago. Senators so 
far have demonstrated that a lot of 
men made a lot of money in 1929- 
30 and 31, so far most of them Dem- 
ocrats. Next week probably they'll 
prove that they lost it all later on. 
And so what? 

More to the point was the or- 
ganization in New York of a coms 
mittee of twelve headed by Owen D. 
Young charged with the task of 
finding employment for idle bank 
credit and thus stimulating busi- 
ness. 

News from Washington made it 
seem likely that it would take a 
Summer extra session of Congress 
to get anywhere with balancing the 
national books, if then. 


for in- 


Summary for week ending Saturday, May 21: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


1932 Net che. 
High Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High Low Last. for wk. 
2% 1 A Se eee 1% 1! 14% + % 
538 1% 1,000 Consol. Film................... ; 2 1'5 1%, 1 
11% 4 3,400 Consol. Film pfd. (2).......... ° 7% 44 414 —3% 
7 4% 300 Columbia P., vtc.............. ~ i 5 32+ % 
87% 38% 27,300 Eastman Kodak (3)........... - 44% 38% 42% +1% 
5% 1% Rene Oem, Gees A......:+.....00c0 ck . 1s 1% —% 
281% 12% 83.800 Gen. Elec. (i)... eerans Vaan Te 1 *s 
1% % 1,400 Gen. Thea. Eq. n.......... ua “% 4 
os RES ee MD AMNes bbb) 040 0608644066006 ° 1% . 7 bid 
34 wet Ee —e weprpreeeseeepeenetsen . 23 7% 18% -—2 
72 54% a Se eats - 59% 5444 59 +2 
oot 2% 2,200 Madison Sq. Garden......... eee Bi 34a 3'4 + * 
221, 17 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.89).......es0008 17% 17 17 
14% 5% 10 Orpheum pfd............ aac a aa BY 5% 1% 
11% 35 «0,808 Patamount i................... . = 1% 2 —-% 
2: % 200 Pathe Exchanzge.............., + % Sy % * 
5% 1% TOO Pathe;- CINSS. As. ccccccccovee *e 2 2 2 
10% 3% 18,800 Radio Corp........ ectebescdcses: « 3% 3% 
7 Me SF Mi sccdeets.... RAR ee 2M 2% —% 
_ % % re  _. RePerrrrrr rer ty ae . % bid 
w 24 110 Universal. pref. (8)..... ° coooe Si 27 ih 
4%, 1 6,100 Warner Bros.............. seaued 1% 1 1% —% 
20 ; aan. ° ~~ panes Seer ° é os 4 bid 
35% 19% 77,100 Westinghouse (1)........... veces 20% 4 8=—oD1KH_—Ci‘ 1% 
CURB 
1% 14 2,600 De Forest Radio.....,.... ocscce 4 he % 
1% 4 SOO Wem. THOR. s éccccccaces 0600006 " ve vs - tf 
13, 4 SoS Gem. Tees. BD. wld. ccicecscocses vs Ys s 
355 1 Fae? DOIG - Givks cbdeceerecessces ty 1 =. 
2 1 SOB Trems LMBicccccccecs 6600600488006 1% 1 1 
‘ 
BONDS 
4 1% $59,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40..cccccceceee % ps % -2 
63 30 13,000 Keith 6's, '46\*................ 0603s 10 
9 GROUP LOR OA, “Sicsecccscscicccassce | 67% 70 ~? 
80% 58 4,000 Pathe 7's, °37......0..; socccseeen GK 58 os at 
6055 15 118,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, "47...esec0. 26 15 3% =6- 
55 18% 119,000 Par-Pub 54's, 'S9......ccccecsee 21% 29-13% «138% ee 
4% —_— cee Shubert 6's.........+.+ auntiolae~ es as %4 last 
40 14 29,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39.......... . ia M4 a 
Over the Counter, N. Y, . 
Bid Asked, ~ 
A y pooere Rory, Class A (3.50) . cccccerecce oc ™ ee ee 
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NEXT WEEK (May 28) 
THIS WEEK (May 21) 


Numerals In connection with bills below ind.cate 


show, whether ful! or split week 


Variety Bills 


opening aay of 











RKO | 








JEW YORK CITY 
- Palace (28) 
Britt Wood 
Jeanne Aubert 
Porcelain Romance 
(Four to fill) 

(21) 
20th Century Rev 
Grace Hayes 
Colleano Fam 
Smith & Puck 
Cooper & Knights 
Roscoe Arbuckle 


| Ryan & Noblette 


| 


| 
| 


; (One to 


Ada Brown 


Ben Bernie Orch 
Buster West 

fill) 

(21) 
Clifford Wayne Co 
Bernice & Foran 
Violet Carlson 
Eddie Garr 

Lamb Bellit Co 








Publix, Radio, 


Associates: 





CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY | 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Booking with Loew, F. 
Talkies. 
Suite 701, 1619 Broadway, New York 

Phone COlumbus 
Fhil Coscia—Bert Lawrence 
| § Lelands 





& M., Warner, 


5-0033 











Jack Whiting Co 
Hal Sherman 
Miiton Berle Co 


Coliseum 

Ist half (28-31) 
Donovan Sis & B 
Milton Berle 
Madeline Kileen 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
6ybilla Bowan 
Bert Lytell Co 
Hal Sherman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
38 Aces & a Queen 
Jean Aubert 
Joe Browning 
Lew Pollock 
(One to fill) 

Fordham 

Ist half (28-31) 
Ray Perkins 
Bmith & Puck 

al Sherman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Milton Berle 
Madeline Kileen 
(Four to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 
Stanley Bros & § 
Keane & Kelly 
Bert Lytell 
Hill & Hoffman 


Co 





| Eddie White 


BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (28) 
DeLong Sis 
Roxy's Ens 
Dave Harris 
(Two to fill) 

21 


Larimer & Hudson 


Hilton & Garon 
Rimac’s Orch 
Al Trahan 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Paramount 
Ist half (28-30) 
Mae Wynne 4 
Burroughs & Berke 
Wills & Davis 
CHICAGO 
Kedzie 
Ist half (28-31) 
K & M Kuehn 
tody Jordan Co 
Chas Wilson 
(Two to fill) 


Palace (28) 
Honey Fam 
Al K Hall Co 
(Two to fill) 

(21) 
Howard Sadelle& B 
Jack McLAllen 
Moran & Mack 
Singer's Midgets 





‘OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadw 
Tiifs Wk.: Johnny Moyle, 


Wri. Phil Brick 





| 





Alan Mann Co 

Hippodrome (28) 

Hurst & Vogt 

Snoozer Jr 

(Others to fill) 
(21) 


Ivanow 

Trado 2 

Doc Baker's Co 
Johnny Hyman 
Casa & Lehn 
Landt 3 & White 
Ryan & Noblette 
Ferry Corwey 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (28) 
Violet Carlson 
Phil Baker 
(Three to fill) 
(21) 
Wing Wah Tr 
Irene Ricardo 
Jordon & Woods 
ave Apollon Co 
Madison 
Ist half (28-31) * 
Bybilla Bowan 
Landt 3 & White 
Carl Freed Co 
(Two to fill) 
24 half (1-3) 
Art Frank 
Smith & Puck 
Mills Kirk & M 
(Two to fill) 


— = 





CINCINNATI 
Albee (28) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Leon Janney 
Russian Revels 
Moran & Mack 
ener Sarah 
(21 


Lou Lockett Co 
Lillian Shade 
Benny Rubin 
Jack Haley 


CLEVEL 
Palace (28) 

Ann Pritchard Co 
Nord & Jeanie 
Lillian Shade 
Jack Haley 
Benny Rubin 


(21) 
Evons Bryce & G 
Ray Huling 
F & M Britton 
Leo Carillo 
Rasch Ens 
105th St. (28) 
Togo & Chiyo 
Joe Herbert Co 
H & F Usher 
Grant Withers Co 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
1) 


(2 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 











JACK POWELL’S 
Rhythm 


LET LOOSE 


Commands Attention, Applause and 
Laughter 


Say LEDDY & SMITH 








—__ 











2d half (25-27) 
obbins Fam 
ay Perkins 
oe esser C 
Bid Page Co e 
onorable Mr Wu 
ALBANY 


half (28 
Ralph Olsen fit 
RAT Aubrey 
ntrose & R’yn’ 
Alice Joy = 
Diamona Boys 
o> ro = (1-3) 
4OcKet 
LePaul _— 
Carl Shaw Co 
Lillian Roth 
Kluting's Animals 
ot? half (25-27) 
an Araki Japs 
ex Weber 
ernice Claire 
putter West Co 
4rl Lindsay Rey 
ATLANTA 
D Keith's (28) 
Kk. Rochelle 
Trison & FE) 
hldia iileon - 
Royal Uvenos 
Tes (21) 
-Ohse & Sterlin 
oe Farrell Cor 
TKe & Johnsé 
Chas — 
BOSTON 
eith’s (22 
Doe Ba +o Co 


Ist 





Johnny Perkins 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (21) 
Fortunello & Cirill 

Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 


Keith’s (28) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Krugle & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 

(21) 
3 Orantos 
Masters & Grayce 
Don Zalaya 
Living Jewelry 
DAVENPORT 
Orpheum 
ist half (2840) 
Chinese Kiddie Rtv 
H & D Downing 
Adelaide Hall Co 
DES MOINES 
Paramount 
Ist half (28-31) 
H Mangean Girls 
Primrose Semon 
Honey Boys 





2d half (1-3) 
Whiteside A & B 
Broadus Erle 
(One to fill) 

DETROIT 
Holly wood 

ist half (29-4) 
& Lucky Girls 
Faber & Ford 


half (2-4) 


eee 


Bussey & Case 
(One to fill) 
Lyric (28) 


Heras & Wallace 
Sully & Hougaton 
Billy Purl Show 
(One to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (28) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Electric 3 
(21) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Howard Fine & H 
Georges Carpentier 
LITTLE ROCK 


Pulaski (28) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 

(21) 
| Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 


Colby & Murry Rev 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (28) 


| Lorraine & Digby 


Hilton Sis 
Medley & Duprey 
Roy & Romero Rev 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (28) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
(21) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Ahern 
A & M Havel 
MEMPHIS 
Loew's State 
ist half (26-28) 
Chinese Kiddie Rev 
Frances & Wally 
Pickard & Seal 
Chas Ahearn Co 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith's (28) 
Lya & Wolf 
Bobby May 
Don Santo & Exie 
Evans & Mayer 
Dave Jones & P 
(21) 
DeW' lf M’tec'lf & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 


NASHVILLE 

Princess (27) 
Gordon & Day 
Joe Kelso Co 
Frank Devoe Co 
P Yocan Dancers 


SIOUX CITY 
Orpheum 
1st half (28-30) 
Whiteside A & B 
Broadus Erle 
(One to fill) 


NEWARK 
Kelth’s (28) 
Renoff Renova & B 

Irene Ricardo 
Edgar Bergen 
Jordon & ¥ vods 
Fatty Arbuckle 
(21) 
Glad Rags 
Coscia & Verdi 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
The Wager 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (28) 
4 Casting Stars 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Chas Melson 
Colby & Murry Rev 


(21) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Harrison & Eimeo 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
OAKLAND 

Keith’s (27-29) 
Gloria Lee & H 2 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Cass arc 51 & Owen 


(21) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (28) 
3 Orantos 
Masters & Grayce 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewelry 
(21) 


Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 

Dr Rockwell 
Biectric 3 


PATERSON 
Regent 
Ist half (28-31) 
Bernard & Henry 
Bert Lytell Co 
Hyde & Mona 
2a half (1-3) 
Chevalier Bros Co 
Bobby Rollins 
cliff Crane Co 
Paddy & Parness R 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Sybilla Bowan 
Jack McBride Co 
Chamberlain & H 
Dawn Sis & 8 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (28) 
3 Bredwins 
Geraldine & Joe 
Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
(21) 
O'sen: & Johnson 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (28) 
Olive Borden 
Jean Granese 


| Lew Pollock Co 


(Three to fill) 
(21) 
Upham Sidare Co 


|} Bernard & Henry 


Freddie Craig Jr 

Hurst & Vogt 

Britt Wood 

The Briants 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (28) 

Famntinos 

King Bros & 


Sully 


| Edgar 


| Russian 





'Grimth Maye 
| Doc 


| Barney. Gr 


Bergen 
Kate Smith 

(21) 
Togo & Chiyo 
Murray & Allan 
Ann Pritchard 
Le Paul 
Rosetta 
Frank 


Duncan 
Hunter 
Revels 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum (28) 


Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
(21) 
Gloria Lee Co 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & Owen 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (28-31) 
Robins Fam 
Boyce & Marsh 
Bernice Claire 
Seed & London 
Kluting’s Animals 
2d half (1-3) 
Eltinge & Vernon 








Loew 


Le et 


Picture 





Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (26) 
Stone & Vernon 4 
Cardini | 
McCann Sis } 
Walter Dare higtaah 





Frankie Finn 
Russell Hicks 
Boulevard 


Ist half (28-31) 
Taketa Bros & Sis 
Renard & Ryan 
Geo Fawcet Co | 
Mel Kles | 
Je ~ wartz &R 

2d aulf (1-3) 
5 Arleys 
Smith Rogers & E 
Belle Blanche } 
Flynn & Mack i 
Babe Egan Co | 
Orpheum 

lst half (28-31) 
Earl Lindsay Rev 
Mills & Robinson i 

| Paddy Cliff Orch 
(One to fill) | 
2d half (1-3) 
Bronson & Renee | 
Geo Fawcett Co | 


| Jean Schwartz & R} 


; Fulton 


BALTIMORE 
Century (28) 
Harry Rose 
Seiler & Wills 
Norman Frescott 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (28) 
& Mack 
Greenlee & Rogers 
Bob Carney Co 
Roxy's Gang 
Bob Murphy Co 
CLEVELAND 
State (28) 
Buck & Bubl 
Ivan Triesault 
Mary Miles 
Sibley 
f Rio 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (28) 
Dolores Edd 
Serge Flash 
Phelps 2 
Wilson Keppel & B 
DETROIT 
Michigan (28) 
Jimmy Savo 
Peg Leg Bates 
4 Vanbervilt Boys 
Harrison & Fisher 


& D 








(Two te fill) JERSEY CITY 
Paradise (27) | Loew's (28) 
Benny Davis Co Lee Gails 
State (28) Avila & Nile 
Col Stoopnagle Co | Radcliffe & Rogers 
Chilton & Thomas ! Syivia Nelson 
Now reparing new act for next season. Address 
all communications te me at Hotel Edison, New 
| York. 
3 Sailors | King King & King 


Bud Carlell & Rosa | 


Danny Duncan & C 
Harrington Sis 
Diamond Boys 

2a half (25-27) 
Lester Irving 3 
Kirby & Duval 
Carl Shaw Co 
Will Aubrey 
Dance Olympics 


SEATTLE 
Keith's (28) 
Reems Fio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
(21) 
3 Bredwins 
Geraldine & Joe 
Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s (28) 
Lois Torres 
Cole Bros 
Hunter & Percival 


(One to fill) 
(21) 
Lya & Wolf 
Rome & Gaut 
Sully & Houghton 
Lew Pollock 
ST. PAUL 


Keith’s (28) 
DewW'lf M'te’lf & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 
Raymond Wilbert 

21 


(21) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr ; 
Nick YWucas ; 
Willie West & McG 


SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (28) 


Evons Bryce & G 
Leary & Craven 
Thomas 6 

Sid Page Co 
Alex Morrison 


(21) 
King Bros & Cully 
4 Fantinos 
Edgar Bergen 
Kate Smith 


TACOMA 
Keith’s 
ist half (28-31) 
3 Bredwins 
Geraldine & Joe 
Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
2d half (1-3) 
Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
24 half (25-27) 
Bill Robinson Rev 


TORONTO 
Hippodrome (28) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Eddie White 
Hilton & Garon 
Rimac’s Orch 
Al Trahan 

(21) 
Large & Morgner 
Joe Herbert: Co. 
Toto 
Swanee & Daly 
Al K Hall Co 


TRENTON 
Capitol (28) 
Marcus Show * 
(21) 
Lenz Selig 3 
Baby Adele 
Harry Holman Co 
Hilliard & Hillfard 
Porcelain Romance 


TROY 
Keith's 

ist half (28-31) 
Eltinge & Vernon 
Webb & Neal 
Harrington Sis 
Carl Shaw Co 
Bob Ripa 

2a half (1-3) 
Robins Fam 
Seed & London 
Alice Joy 
Will Aubrey 
Crystal 3 

24 half (26-27) 
Osaki Boys 
Raynor Lehr 
Nancy Decker 
M’ntrose & R'yn'lds 
Lovely Ladies 


YONKERS 
Proctor’s 
ist half (28-31) 
4 Ortons 
Intern’l 3 
4 Generations 
Tracy & Vinette 


Ferry Corwey 

2d half (1-3) 
| Jean Hamilton Co 
Casa & Iehn 


} Ray Perkins 


(Two to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
x Rv 

Pollard 

nt 

Snoop & Peep 
Boyce & Marsh 





|} Cart 





F Richardson Co 

(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN | 
Bay Ridge 

ist half (28-31) 

Vera Vole 

Bell Waters & 8 

Kramer & Boyle 

Babe Egan Co 


2d half (1-3) 
Fr'man R'gers & R 
Emmy's Pets 
Rex Weber 
D & EB Barstow 

Gates Ave. 

ist half (28-31) 
Hoffman & L’mb’rt 
Elmer El Cleve 
Miss Juliet 
tuss Brown 
Bernice & Emily 
2d half (1-3) 
Blossoms 
Weist & Stanton 
Eddie Garr 
Southern Gafeties 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (28) 
Girl Crazy Co 

Pitkin 

ist half (28-31) 
Dave Gould's Co 
Harry Howard 
Pepito Co 

2d half (1-3) 


° 





MONTREAL 
Loew's (28) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Murray & Irwin 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
George Beatty 
Stanley 2 Co 
NEWARK 
State (28) 
J & M Mason 
Brems F & M Bros 
N T G@ Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (28) 
Chaney & Fox 
Al Norman 
Joe Griffin 
Stella Power 
Frank D’Amore Co 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (28) 
Candreva Bros 
Alf Loyal's Dogs 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Street Singer 
ST. LOUIS 
Loew's (28) 
Slim Timblin 
T & B Wonder 
George D’Ormonde 
W. E. Ritchie 
SYRACUSE 
State (28) 
Don Barclay 
4 Cariton Bros 





~ EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED _ 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








Stanley Bros & A 
Howard & Van 
Jack Usher Co 
Mills & Robinson 
Bernice & Emily 

Valencia (28) 
Collins & Peterson 
Stan Kavanaugh 
J & A Queen 

aS ty 


Triboro 

ist half (28-31) 
Duponts 
Mr Wu Co 
Eddie Garr 

2d half (1-3) 
Taketa Bros & Sis 
Croel & Allan 
Vaughn De Leath 
Kramer & Boyle 





Georgie Hayes Co 


Bob Pitkin 
Oscar Raglan 
Marion Eddy 
Raymond O’Brien 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (28) 
Johnny Weissmull'r 
Jack Pepper Co 
Madeline Berlo 
Mack Harold & B 
Jeanne Devereaux 
YONKERS 
Loew’ 
ist half (28-31) 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
3 Rio Bros 
Vaughn De Leath 
2d half (1-3) 
Jim McWilliams 
Mr Wu Co 
(Three to fill) 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ri 


tz 
Ist half (28-31) 
(To fill) 
2d half (1-38) 
Willie Solar 
Lester Lamont 
2d half (25-27) 


Ann Greenway 
Russ Brown Co 
Betty Jane Cooper 


Mastbaum (27) 


Frank Richardson 
Ray Bilis & LaRue 
Buster Shaver Co 








Just Completed 33 Weeks for F. & M. 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 


RKO-Hipp This 


Week (May 21) 








R'ss'll & Armstr’ng 
(One to fill) 


ELMIRA 
Keeney (19) 
Foley & LaTour 


Rogers & Donnelly 
Hugh Skelly Co 


HOBOKEN 
Fabian 


ist half (28-31) 
Belmont Bros 
Lois Revel 
Eddie Bruce Co 
William Kent Co 
Forsythe S'm'n & 
Bob Carney 
Lubow & Rice Rev 

2a half (1-3) 
Coogan & Casey 
G&M Eline 
Sam Krevoff Co 
Bert Walton 


NEW LONDON 
Garde (19) 





Milton Dovelas 
Irene Verinillion a 
PHILADELPHIA | 
Earle (28) 
| 


A&G Falls 
Falls Reading & B 
George Sidney 
Hill & Hoffman 

21) 
Pr'n ‘ Denemore i 
Russ & M & J | 
lewis ‘Red’ Mack 


Mills Kirk & M 
(20) 
Gordon Reed & K 
IAlyan Tashman 

James Hal! 
Jim McWilliams 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (27%) 


Lilyan Tashman 
(Two to fill) 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (28) 
Vardel!l Bros 
Ann Greenway 


Hutchins & Sinith 
Songwriters on Pa 


(21) 


Atlas LaMarr & B 

Allen & Canfield 

Roscoe Ates 

Kikuta Japs 
WATERBURY 
Strand (21-22) 

Davids & Glass 

3 Senators 

J Francis Dooley 

Geo Fawcett Co 

Idjliian Morteorgr 

Joe Ps © 

Irene Verm 


WHEELING 
Capitol (19) 
B Stickney & A’! 


B& J Brown 
Adolph Gladys & 


nner 


on 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (20) 
Dorothy Mackaill 
Jack Benny 

Clift Edwards 
Ledova 

Nell Miller 
Rubinoft 

| M'ntgomery & McD 





} ‘Reserved for L’ 
j 
Roxy (20) 
Ha Vi Duzee 
Patr 1 Bowman 
i} Edwin Dale 
| Gwynne Co 
| The Kitaros 


| Bryant Rains & Y 
W 


an n 


BROOKLYN 


Paramount (20) 
Everybody's W 
Frances Williams 
Ann Pe gets 
Jack Sheehan 
A & lL Carr 
Roy Roberts 
Reserved for L’ 





CHICAGO 
Oriental (27) 
Victor McLaglien 
Edmund Lowe 
Fifi D'Orsay 
| BUFFALO 
Buffalo (20) 


| Guy Lombardo 
Burns & Allen 
i ‘So Big 
} DETROIT 
Fisher (20) 
Da e Dreams’ 
| Buck & Bubbles 
Sinners in the Sun’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay'’s (20) 
Tarzar 
Helen Gorman Co 


Office ‘> 


PROVIDENCE 


i Fay'’s (20) 
Brems Fitz & M 
Marcus Sis 
Carlton 
McLain & Grace 
Pastor & Van 
4 Kadex 


| “Trial of Viviene W’ 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





' 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (28) 
Arthur Lake ¢ 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier 
Bobby Lee 
ATLANTA 
| Fox (28) 
| “‘Tintypes’ ] 
& 
& 
Moore 
Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (28) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Donahue Co 
Lottie Mayer 
Edwin George 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (28) 


“o 


Co 


Kili 


Nafaro 


*ressiar ,iss 


| Christy 
Aaron 
Harry 
(oscar 


‘Town & Country’ 
Brox Sis 

Niles 

Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perlee 
Lewis 2 

Sunkist Ens 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (28) 
‘Rhapsody in } 
Billy Gray 
Betty Fraser 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
Paradise (28) 
‘Clean Up’ 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna Sylvia & R 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (28) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Paul Sydell & Sp 
Eddie Cole 
| Bob Andy & Tod 
Jose phate 
Cachalots 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Katharyn 
Uptown (28) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ 
Arthur ‘Pat’ West 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
DALLAS 
Palace (28) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Del Chain 
Bobby Gilbert 
J & H Griffith 
Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ens 
PETROIT 
Fox (28) 
‘Chains’ I 
Gold & Raye 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
5 Lelands 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWoopD 
Pantages (26) 
‘Mickey & Minnie’ 
Monty & Karmo 
Monroe Bros 
Joe Christy Co 
Morgan & Stone 
Toots Novelle 
Sunkist Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (28) 
‘Slavique’ 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thomps'’n 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
Ia Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
MADISON 
Orpheum (28) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Paco Moreno 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Edna Errico 
Madelin Schmid 
Sunkist Ens 
MEMPHIS 
State (28) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Hiarney & Connors 
| Vina Zolle 
|} Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (28) 
‘Chi’o W’ Fair-est’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Actors 
Beth Lewis 





Lucille @ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (28) 

| ‘Impressions’ I 

| Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Jack Roshier ‘oO 

j Joe Rose 

| Corinne 

Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (28) 

‘Swiss Movements’ 

Lucky Boys 

Billy Dooley 

| Frances Lee 

Bert Prival 

Joseph Pope Jones 

Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 

State (28) 

‘Co-Eds’ I 

Bussey & Case 

Hubert Dyer Co 

Griffith & Weston 

Robbins 3 

Doyle 4 

Jack, Frost 

Leis & Tudy 

Accordion 6 

Sunkist Ens 

OAKLAND 
Paramount (27) 

Mae Murray 

Dezzo Retter 

Rudy Kaye 

Loc Lorraine 

Petch & Deauville 

Janice Walker 

Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 

Fox (28) 

‘Manhattan’ I 

Jack Sidney 

Swor & Goode 


| Carlyle Bennett 


| 


Wilfred Du Bois 

Jack Lester 

Lucille 

Sunkist Ens 
PHOENIX 
Fox (28) 


‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Weedlani’® Smect 
Torney Ens 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
J & IJ McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
5 De Cardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
bala” Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramonnt (28) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
Henri Thierrien 
‘Malibu’ Ens 
SAN DIEGO 
California (28) 
‘Cosy Corner’ IL 
Ruth Roland 
S La Mont Co 
3 Jays 
Rector & Doreen 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (27) 
Fddie Peabody 
Tom & Hank 
Martha Vaughn 
Jack & Jerry 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Mack, Jack & A’ 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (26) 
Trixie Friganza 
Moro & Yaconelll 
Stadler Rose 3 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Ruth Layne 
Mark Pepper 
Keens 
Ken Syner 
8ST. TOUIS 
Fox (28) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Retty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June 
TAllian Price 
Roy Bradley 
TORONTO 
Imperial (28) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A Robbins 
Marietta 
Grauman, Hess & V' 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Beauties 
Chalmers Fina 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (28) 
‘Mystery’ I 
P & J Michon 
A Dua Val €o 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 








LONDON 








Week of May 23 


Astoria Dance Hall 


' 
| Eddie vilins 
| Canterbury M. Hf. 
Jat half (22-25) 
Geo Letton 
=) t & Daizi 
2a alf «%- J 
ry Pantz ¢ 


rank & Babs 
| Kit Kat Rest'’nat 
Eugene Magyar Fa 
& Palladium Girls 
_ as Hooked 
Vietoria Palace 
Ella Retford 
¢ he riad . 





i Oo 
4 Urch 


| Stan 
| Bon 


Webb 


i 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 


La Verne 


Gerlys & 


FINSBURY 


Lee Donn 
Max Moritz & A 
Howe & Young 
Giovanni 
Howard Mitchell 
Talbot O'Farrell 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
‘Sunburst’ 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
6 Yale Boys 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
ist half (23-25) 
Bonetti Bros 
Frank & Babs 
2d half 
Geo B 


(26-28) 
ns 
KAST HAM 
Premier 
Ist half (23-25) 
7 Elliott 
Victor Moreton 
2a half 2 
Stafford 
ttl Bros 
EDGEWARE RD. 
Grand 
Bennos 
& Gratton 
HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont Palace 
Andos Fam 
Lysia 
PARK 


3 


) 


Astoria 
Pyjamaland’ 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
Wolkowsky & L 









MILE END 
Empire 
Ist half (23-28) 
4 Urchins 
2d half (26-28) 
7 Elliotts 
NEW CROSS 
| Kinema 
| Hutton Conyers 
|i. Grade & A Roth 
OLD KENT 
Astoria 
Terry's 51 Juves 
"ECKHAM 
Palace 
Ist half (23-25) 
Stan Stan 1 
Harr Pa 
| 2a halt &) 
Short & |! 
iv \ tor 
| rower 
|} Rome A R ane 


j|A © Astor 
SHEPH’'RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 

| Austel & Arthur 

$3 Happy Boys 
Marie Nyman 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Dinkie Denton $ 
| Rusts & Shine 
STREATHAM 
| Astoria 
| Buster Campo Co 
i Strobl 

Olivette & 
| Clare Solly 


Chat 








Whenever 





TAKER TIP 


Route 


WILBUR HALL 


Say LEDDY & SMITH 


Available 
































KILBURN TOTTENHAM 
Grange | Palace 
4 Bennos Comtesse Tarano 
Haig & Escoe Albert & Renee 
Week of May 23 
BIRMINGHAM Betty Jumel 
Emptre Rio & Santos 
Balilioll & Merton Duncan's Collies 
Pender Tr Wright & Marion 
tupert Ingalese Allen & Gordon 
Olracs Mounters 
Laurence Glenn LEEDS 
Iris Carr Paramount 
Scotch Kelly Co as booked 
J rare os 
es MANCHESTER 
CARDIFF Paramount 
Capitel Co as booked 
B & A Pearson NEWCASTLE 
DUBLIN Paramount 
Capitol Jack Payne Bd 
Myron Pearl Co SOUTHAMPTON 
Barber & Stevens Empire 
Ernest Shannon Mamie Sauter 
GLASGOW Kirkwhite & A 
Empire 10 Lillys 
HARRY SAVOY 


CAPERS ALONG 





ee ee ee 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 





A» 


Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Jrace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barson! 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie's Inn 


Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Wilile Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur. Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 

l“w Dolgoft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 


Lou Dolgoft 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


H'liyw’@ = Restaur’t 


Dorid Eaton 
Harriet Hiliard 
Folies Bergere G'le 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 


Nut Clab 


4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Waleh Bros 
Billie Lane 

La Belle Rose 

3 Crane Sis 

3 Tayior Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sls 

Ta Belle Rose 
Enoch Light.Orch 








—— 


- 





TOILETRIES 


Line. 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Liquefying Cleansing Cream—$2.00 

















Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
SyiVia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude, Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 


Fiorie Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 

Al Belasco 

Bela Loblovy Orch 


Cotton Club 


Dan Healy 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Reda 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Pete Peaches & D 


Brown & McGraw 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 
|} Alma Smith 


(Continued 


Rainbow Isa 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 

Russian Artes 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanove 
Enoch Light Orch 


Show Place 


Sammy Walish 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’Dare 
Bydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 
Village Barn 





} Reilly & omfort 

| Pope & Thompson 

| Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
} Emily Day 

| Babs Perkins 
Sh’riff J'sh M«déers 
Behfl H's Varren 

‘Teddy Biack Orch 

on page 7%) 
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News From the Dailies 





This department contains rewri 





lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. | t 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper 


tten theatrica! news items as pub- 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Equity magazine asks former legit 
people now starring in films to re- 


turn to the stage at intervals and 
help keep legit afloat 
Edward Corbett, 26 West 96th 


street, seeks an injunction restrain- 
ing Hyman Adler from producing 
‘There You Are,’ musical, at the 
Cohan, N. Y. Corbett says he wrote 
a story for Adler which wasn't used 
and that the book of ‘Are’ plagiar- 
izes his work. 


Shubert 
Europe. 


Jules Murry, 
head, home from 

Appeal for funds made by Mrs 
Chas. Guggenheim for summer 
concerts at the Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y 

John Kane, assignee of a $10,060 | 
claim for legal service rendered to 
the Roxy Theatres Corp. by Son- 
nenschein, Berkson, Lautman, Lev- | 
inson & Morse, files for receivership | 
of the Roxy theatre, N. Y. Harry | 
Kosch, president of the corp., files | 
answer admitting allegations and | 
consenting to an equity receiver. 





Clarence W. Morganstern, 61, legit 
producer, held for grand jury action 
in $1,000 bail by Magistrate Stern 


on charge of $900 theft brought 
against him by Dennis Connelly, 
playwright. Latter says he gave 


Morganstern the money to buy an 
option on $10,000 worth of scenery 
for Connelly’s play, ‘New York,’ on 
the strength of Morganstern’s al- 
leged statement he could finance the 
production. Connelly claims there 
was no scenery, no one financially 
interested in-the play and no money 
returned to him. 


Wurlitzer Co. will build the three 
organs for Rockefeller Center. 


Picture in the form of an en- 
graving radioed to the liner Bremen 
at sea from Zurich, Switzerland. 
Receiving apparatus aboard ship 
transformed the picture into a cut 
ready for printing. Process called 
radiotypa. . anes 





Senate excuses pages from a 
night session so they can see a 
circus. Done on Senator Watson's 
motion. 





Ira Hards, stage director, joins 
Erlanger’s to produce. 


Selena Royle, actress, will marry 
Earle Larrimore, actor, this fall. 


Players’ Club production of 
‘Troilius’ at Moss’ Broadway thea- 
tre, New York, some time next 
month. 


Dust trap, eliminating dust, in 
use for excavation work at Rocke- 
feller.. Center. 


Marguerite Sylva will do ‘Carmen’ 
for one night at Chanin’s 46th St., 
New York. 


Alex Aarons joins ‘Ballyhoo’ mu- 
sical production staff, 

Gilbert Miller moving his produc- 
tion quarters to his father’s thea- 
tre, the Henry Miller. 


Mrs. Catherine Storr brings Ar- 
thur Tracy ‘Street Singer’ to court, 
claiming he owes $227 in back rent. 
Tracy says a pair of suspenders and 
a suit were stolen. Court ordered 
Mrs. Storr to pay $50 for lost ap- 
parel and Tracy $177 rent. 





Leon Errol enters sanitarium for 
treatment of infected hands. 


Mrs. Roark Bradford, wife of the 
author, gets a separation. 


booking 


| jan 


ruptey, with $500 equity in an auto 
to offset Habilities of $196,375. Bulk 
of that sum is represented by two 
notes, oné for $100,000 and another 


the Shuberts | 


for $25,000 indorsed by 


and Bobby Connolly. 


| Voice carried by light beam from 
| dirigibie flying over an air field and 

then broadcast by radio. | 
} 





| Ruth Fallon, daughter of 


Wm. 
| Fallon, late attorney, drops libel 
| suit brought against those con- | 
|eerned with ‘The Mouthpiece,’ at | 


the Winter Garden, New York. Case 
| dismissed. | 
| | 
| 


George Metaxa engaged to sing 


| 


}at the Central Park Casino. 

Hannah Williams Kahn _ drops 
| divorce action against Roger Wolfe 
Kahn. 


Giuseppe Gozzi, who sang in Ital- 
and Mexican opera companies, 
now a Boston blacksmith. 


is 


Elmer Rice opens offices for legit 
production. 

aad | 

Richard Bonelli and Helen Glea- | 
son, Americans, engaged by Metro- | 
politan Opera Co. 

Pool in RCA stock 
participants $5,000,000 
Senate investigation 
told. 


netted pool's | 
in a week, 
committee is 


' 

Nils Asther, whose jeihiadats | 
had been ordered, can stay in the | 
U. S. and can apply for citizenship. 


Rosita, of Rosita and Ramon, re- 
covering from an appendix removal. 


Mrs. Nat Nazarro, Jr., 
divorce. 


sues for 


Rule prohibiting National League 
ball players from talking with spec- 
tators rescinded. 


A $50,000 fire damage to Erie 
theatre, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Film taken by a doctor of his| 
young son ard a baby ape tends to| 
disprove _the medico’s previous! 
statement the animal was more re- | 
ceptive mentally. 








Tito Schipa replacing Beniamino 
Gigli next year in Metropolitan 
Opera. Gigli quit over a _ salary 
cut. : 





Luis Calvo, Colombian leper, is 
freed from a colony, cured, and 
writes ‘Eligia,’ musical composition. 
U. S. Marine band plays it for the 
first time Friday (20), broadcasting 
on short wave to Colombia where 
the composer will hear it. 


Pierette Club, headquartered at 
the hotel Pierre, New York, closes 
Saturday (21). 


Dr. Smith Ely Jellife, neurologist, 
loses suit for $10,000 against Harry 
K. Thaw for services rendered 
Thaw in connection with his mur- 
der trial 25 years ago. Cause of ac- 
tion outlawed. 


Illness of Richy Craig, Jr., post- 
pones opening of ‘Hey, Nonny, 
Nonny’ musical originally due at 
the Shubert, New York, May 23. 
Now coming in May 30. 





Arthur Hammerstein makes peace 
with United Scenic Artists Union 
Local 829, thereby okaying his pro- 
duction with Lawrence Weber of 
‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head.’ 
Hammerstein owed Cirker & Rob- 
bins, scenic builders, $9,700 and if 
‘Man’ is a hit will pay them back. 


Homer Mason, va‘ide actor, stag- 
ing ‘On the Make,’ legit. 





Martin Herman back from a 
round-the-globe hop. 
Allied Theatre Owners of New 


York, Inc., granted certificate of in- 
corporation, 

Radio City opens information bu- 
reau at 21 West 50th St., New York. 

Belasco & Curran get coast ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ rights. 

3oston police say Shipwreck Kel- 
ly is a public nuisance and bring 
him down from his flagpole after 
being up 24 hours. Judge tells him 
Boston has enough to do without 
entertaining him. 


Harry M. Warner subpoenaed by 


the Senate stock market investiga- | 


tion to tell the story of an alleged 
$10,000,000 profit in Warner Bros. 
stock by Goldman-Sachs Trading 
and certain associates. 


Arthur M. Swanstrom, who did 


‘Sons o’ Guns,’ in voluntary bank- 


|} After 
| wife of the publisher will probably 


| sidiary of United 
Liabilities are $8,116,- | 


| title. 


| come 


| fall, 


not wholly confined to Fox interests 
land that 1,600,000 class A shares of 


| Fox Films were sold by the theatre) 


corp. at less than market value. All 
of which is denied by Fox officials 
pending the hearing. 





from 
in Washington 
Sirovich bill which 
copyright term from 
and absolve motion 
picture houses from paying the 
American Society of Authors and 
Composers a tax 


Favorable report 
Patents Committee 
towards the 
would extend 
£8 to 56 vears 


seat 


Amelia Earhart Putman, who flew 
the Atlantic, won’t go into pictures. 
the battle of the newsreel, 


write a book and let it go at th 


at. 


United Stores Realty Corp., sub- 
Cigar Stores, in 
bankruptcy. 


| girl, 


589, with assets of $1,543.625. De- 
preciation in real estate values 
blamed, but several theatre invest- 
ments a factor. Irving Trust re- 
ceiver. j 
sce eta 

John Montagu play gets a new 

Hereafter “The Boy Friend.’ 


Ruth Merrill being considered for 
the Martha Madison play MchKaig 


' will produce next season 





that Chester Erskin will 
to Erlanger fold in the} 


Reported 
back 


—— 

Moss Hart reported to have dis- 
carded the play he wrote abroad in 
favor of another idea. 





Chester Beecroft coming to town 
shortly to arrange for release of the 
pictures he is making in Miami. 


Greenwich Village holding open 
house week to attract them from 
uptown. Art exhibit, puppet shows 
and other exhibits. 


Dwight Wiman and John Tuerk |} 
considering a musical version of 
‘The Command to Love.’ If done, | 
Guy Bolton will adapt a script pre- 
pared by Dr. Lothar, with P. G. 
Wodehouse on the lyrics. Music by 
Ralph Erwin. 


Al Woods has a play S%y Lothar- 
Gottwald, which will be adapted by 


the Hattons. Also interested in 
‘Venus on Wheels,’ by De Kobra. 
Contract requirement is that | 


‘Good Earth’ shall come to the stage 
not later than Novy, 1 for the Guild. 


tilbert Miller will remove to Mil- 
ters theatre as~ sown as” ‘Animal | 
Kingdom’ closes at the Empire, 
around June 15. 


H. M. Schiffer, who owns the Eng- 
lish-speaking rights to ‘Cocktail,’ 
denies that the Shuberts ever had 


jasking a Los Angeles court to grant} 
. . ' 
'her $1,000 alimony pending trial of! other 


the House | 


}under the auctioneer’s hammer last 


| divoree suit against her colored hus- 


|mind, and frequently struck her. 


|} new trial June 21. 


| George Miller, who stole it. } 





any right to that production. 


Players’ Club reads the signs and 
gets a $3 top for its production of 
‘Troilus and Cressida’ at 
Broadway June 6. Three-fourths 
of the orch with be $2.50 and $2, 


Life guards went on full time at 
Coney Island Sunday (22). 





Aarons & Freedley and not Sam 
Harris will present the Sherwood- 
Gershwin musical next season. Jack 
Buchanan will head the cast. As 
A. & F, have relinquished the Avon, 
production is likely to go into Moss’ 
Broadway at a moderate b. o. scale. 


Romney Brent to London for the 
English ‘Warrior's Husband’ and 
will stay there for the Cochran re- 
|; vue in the fall. 


| Sir Philip Ben Greet’s Shakes- 


spearean players to England for 
summer appearance in the prov- 
inces. In the fall to France under 


government auspices. 


Bobby Newman gets Vina Del- 
mar’s ‘A Chance at Heaven’ for the 
stage. 


Officers claiming to be elected on 
a rump ticket to Amateur Cinema 
League bring suit to oust previous 
officers and take their places. Court 





Estate of William Leahy looking 
| for 
I to ‘Welcome Stranger’ by the late 
| Aaron Hoffman. Somebody 
| to buy Sebastien’s rights. 


Judith Lloyd, actress and divorced | 
wife of John Eshelman Lloyd, lum- | 


|} berman, starts a trespass” suit 
| against the latter's present wife, 
| former Mrs. Mary Penrose Gilford, 


in West Chester, Pa. 





| Jim Barton must teil Emanuel 
| Lewis, referee, why he can’t pay 
$150 weekly alimony. Owes about 
| $3,000. 
| Richard Crooks, American opera 
| singer, at the Metropolitan O. H. 
next season. 

Jacob Rubenstein, holder of Fox 


} 

| Theatres shares, asks the appoint- 
|} ment of a receiver on the grounds 
that W. R. Sheehan received large 
sums of money for which no serv- 
| vices were rendered, that $1,500,000 
was pald to attorneys for services 


Harry Sebastien, owner of rights | 


wants 


holds their claim not proven 
|orders another election in 30 d 
Sponsors the 16mm. movement. 





Carmella Ponselle, contralto, given | 


Moss’ | 
| Angeles, and five employes, and es- 





| 


;}contract with the Metropolitan for | 


next season, 

Equity studying alleged violations 
by licensed and non-licensed 
ing agents. 


House of Flowers, florist, sues 
Florenz Ziegfeld, claiming he hasn't 


paid a $1,267 promissory note for 
flowers received. 

| Metropolitan Opera announces 
| program and personnel for next 


season, dropping some stars, includ- 


ing Jeritza, Bohnen and Gigli; 28 
| singers are out. 

ae 

| Florence Jane Foreman, former 


| film actress, awarded $1,250 monthly 
|} alimony from her late husband's es- 


tate. He was Winfield A. Foreman. 
| ny 

| La Casa Texas Guinan, Valiey 
} 


Stream, L. I, opens May 28 


cast- | 


, she was riding for a picture at Para- 


| Patch has been settled out of court. 
and | suit resulted from a fight in the 
aYS- | old Press Club when Patch tried to 





Mrs. Irma May Weitzenkorn is 


from 
Paramount 


her divorce suit 
zenkorn, 


Louis Weit- 
writer. } 


divorce. 
Mary 


Angeles. 


Lewis, opera singer, in Los 
William Paley, president of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting Co., sailed for 
Honolulu with his bride, Dorothy 
Hart Hearst, ex-wife of John Ran- 
dolph Hearst, son of the publisher. 





Minor injuries were sustained by 
Jeanette MacDonald when a horse 


mount forced her against a fence. 
and furnishings of 
and Estelle Taylor 


Home 
Dempsey 


Jack 
went 


week in L. A. 





Helen Lee Worthing, former show 
was granted $300 per month 
temporary alimony pending her 


| 


| 
} 
| 





i band, Dr. Eugene C. Nelson. She 
asked for $700 a month. Former |} 
actress charges her husband gave} 
her medicines which affected her} 


Convicted of defrauding her apart- 
ment house owner of $41 rent, Jean! 
DeLare, of pictures, was granted a 





While Constance Bennett was in 
Europe somebody lifted several hun- 
dred dollars’ worth of linen, silver 
and glassware from her Malibu 
Beach home. She reported it two 
weeks after the discovery. 

Los Angeles County grand jury 
issued a secret indictment against | 
four men who hi-jacked $3,336) 
stolen from the safe of the Million| 
Dollar theatre. Quartet took the) 
money from Ruth Hornbeck and 








Abatement proceedings against 
the L. A. Paris Inn, Zucca Inn and 
George Olson club were dismissed 
by the Attorney-General’s office in 
Washington. Cafes assertedly sold 
setup of ginger ale and cracked ice. 


Robert A. Etie, Jr., married last 
week to Helen Gibson, former wife 
of Hoot Gibson, has been ordered to 
appear for trial Wednesday (25) on 
a charge of ducking his hotel bill. 

Parents of Sally BEilers were in- 
jured slightly in an auto accident. 





Harry Bannister denies a new ro- 
mance with Wanda Lyon, non-pro- 
fessional. 

Frank Hardy, 69, theatre janitor, 
arrested on complaints that he had 
lured children into the theatre with 
candy and mistreated them. 





Three bandits held up A. Esberg, 
manager of the RKO theatre, Los 


caped with $3,800. Holdup hap- 
pened shortly before noon. 

Jane Reid, actress, won a divorce 
from Thadeus R. Brooks, camera- 
man. She charged Brooks sold her 
furniture. 


Harriet Parsons, daughter of Lou- 
ella, and Marquis Busby, former 
legman for Miss Parsons, were in- 
jured when a car in which they 
were riding sideswiped a train. 





Suit for $11,900 damages has been 
filed against Fox Film Corp. by 
Hayden Talbot. Latter claims the 
company. terminated his writing 
contract without paying him the full 
amount. 





Diane Duval, actress, and mother, 
Mrs. Blanche F, Brown, have asked 
$10,365 damages allegedly resulting 
from an auto accident. 





Hal Wilcox, film set designer, and 
Dr. Glen T. Logsdon have started 
around the world in a 32-foot boat. 


Damage suit for $35,000 against 
Ralph Ince, director, by W. M. 


be peacemaker. 

Late Edgar Wallace left a $2,000 
estate in Los Angeles, this sum be- 
ing due him from Radio as salary 
at the time of his death. 

Wife of Stephen Goosson, art 
director, has filed divorce _ suit. 
She's asking $455 monthly alimony. 











James Brainerd, film employe, 
was found nude and badly beaten 
in a suspected robbery. 





George Randolph Hearst, son of 


| the publisher, is being sued for di- 


| vorce 


by Mrs. Blanche Wilbur 
Hearst, who charges desertion. 





Slander suit and $100,000 dar.:age 
action against Mrs. Anna Hallor and 
her daughter, Mrs. Edith Dillon, wife 


| of John Francis Dillon, film director, 


were temporarily stopped when Mrs. 
Hallor collapsed after giving testi- 
mony. Vivienne Sengler, actress 
and writer, is suing. She charges 





| trial of Jack Nixon, film 
She | on 
has already obtained a Mexican mail} the 


| known she’s not the Helen Gibson 


——_——== 
the defendants ruined her 
romance with Maurice 
through disparaging remark 
| her moral conduct. 


allegeg 
( ‘ostellg 
S aboug 





Cody, Marian Nixon and 
picture people testified in the 
. bromoter 
nine counts of alleged grang 
ft and one of issuing a rubber 
check. Miss Nixon is to testify 


Lew 


. she 

is no relation to the promote: who 
said he was her brother. 

Hoot Gibson had two wives named 

. v . ‘ 

Helen, hence wife No. 1 wants it 


recently married to Robert A. Etie 
jr. ‘ 

Bench warrants for Mary Nolan 
and her husband, Wallace T. Ma. 
crery, were i.sued when the couple 
failed to surrender in Judge Cle. 
ment Nye’s court. Their $400 bai 
was forfeited. Pair were recently 
convicted of violating the state 
labor law in operation of their dress 
shop. 

On the same day Earl 
effected a reconciliation with his 
second wife, a bench warrant wag 
issued for him because he was $1,- 


Burtnett 


600 behind in alimony to his first 
| wife. 

Daisy DeBoe, Clara Bow’'s former 
secretary, appealed to the state Su. 
preme Court on her conviction of 
the theft of $825 from Miss Bow. 

Nils Asther, after renewing his 


visitor’s permit several times, went 
to Mexico and returned across the 
burder as an immigrant. Swedish 
actor will now be naturalized. 

Judith Voselli, film actress, has 
filed first papers in a trespass suit 
against Mrs. Mary Penrose Gilford, 
second wife of John Eshelman 
Lloyd, to whom Miss Voselli was 
formerly married. Papers filed in 
West Chester, Pa. 


Mid-West 
Dick Daniels, Minneapolis boxer, 
lost a decision to his estranged wife 


in court when he was ordered to pay 
$50 a month temporary alimony. 


John J. O'Mara, editor 
‘Electric Trade Review,’ went on 
trial in St. Louis on libel charges 
brought against him by Orville Jen- 
nings, president of the International 
Electrical Workers. O'Mara mean- 
while is out on bond on a 10 months’ 
sentence for passing bad checks. 


of the 





Chicago is to have its second ane 
nual ‘Century of. Progress Day’ June 
1. It will be a build-up for next 
year's fair. 

Enrico Caruso, son of the late 
opera star, is Hollywood bound for 
a musical career. 


As a means of raising a necessary 
$150,000, Mrs. Edith Rockefeller Mce 
Cormick is out to get a rental slic® 
on the Chi Civic Opera auditorium, 
Rental on the house has been $3,008 
a performance. 

Whether WRHM, of Minneapolis, 
will be allowed a full 24-hour serve 
ice will be decided by the Federal 
radio commission this week. Appli¢ 
eation is being contested by tw® 
college stations in the same vicinity. 





Omaha went whoopee iast week 
with its annual Oom-Pah carnival, 
sponsored by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus. 








Israel Erieau, aspiring actor from 
Menominee, Mich., is marathoning 
towards Hollywood, a baby carriage 
holding his belongings and a police 
dog accompanying him. Claims he’s 
in no hurry and is playing every- 
thing from theatres to garages on 
the way. 

Five men operating a wheel in @ 
street carnival at St. Louis were 
arrested on gambling charges. Com- 
plaints from players stated the gam® 
wasn't square. 





Government radio station opened 
in Omaha last week. It’s for air- 
plane service, 

Mrs. Juanita Pique, mother of 
Mitzi May%air, dancer, got a divorc® 
in St. Louis from Robert Pique on 
grounds of general indignities. 
Court allowed $50 a month for the 


care of Mitzi. Action wasn’t con- 
tested. 
Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ skipped 


Minneapolis and will go to St. Paul 
instead, opening May 31. Action of 
in 


the city fathers of Minneapolis 
banning ‘Crazy Quilt’ caused the 
switch. 


Dog racing track belonging to thé 
Mississippi Valley Kennel Club, Ca- 
hokia, IIl., auctioned for $1,429. Spot 
had been closed for some time. 

Report of receivers for Skouras 
Bros. Enterprises in St. Louis made 
in Circuit Court there showed 4 loss 
of $224,000 for the Ambassador and 
Missouri theatres last year. 

Claimed by the receivers that for 





the first 15 weeks ef this year the 
Ambassador had only five profit — 
weeks, while the Missouri had }U 


one. 
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Diary of 





Los Angeles, Wednesday. 

I’m so full of steak and gingerale 
I can hardly hold a pencil. What 
a party we had! 

Moe Bowery took us all out to the 
Frolics night club in Culver City 
after the last show. It was sad 
acting today, our last day together, 
and Mr. Bowery noticed how we 
all felt so he took us out to the 
night club to cheer us up. ae 

We sat at one big table, Tillie 
and Quantrelli and Sacarmouche 
and me and Mr. Bowery. It was 
the first time Tillie and I were ever 
jn a place like that, and it was 
gwell. The music kept playing and 
girls danced for us, and a man 
named Fuzzy Knight, who looks like 
he used to be a stooge himself sang 
crazy songs on a piano. I didn't 
drink any liquor, but everything 
made me feel drunk. 

Mr. Bowery acted 
happy, but you could 
really sad that he 
the act. The first thing he did was 
pay us our salary and then he gave 
us each a $100 bill like he nouneteed. 
‘Well, who's going Sack to the old 
home town?’ he asked us, and Scar- 
amouche and Quantrelli said they 
were. Mr. Bowery told them to get 
in touch with him tomorrow at the 
Ambassador hotel and he'd get 
their tickets. Then he looked at 
Tillie and me and asked us what 
we were going to do. Tillie just 
looked at me, so I said, ‘We're going 
to have my own act, Mr. Bowery. 
I have seen enough of this business 
to know I can handle it.’ 

Mr, Bowery stared at me and all 
at once he bust out laughing. ‘Don’t 


(Continued on page 78) 


like he 
see he was 
was busting up 


was 


By Claude Binyon 
+ 


a Stooge 





A Busy Day 


Des Moines, May 23 

The show must go on. 

A woman evangelist 

had her 12th baby at 2 a. m. 

Suncay morning, and played 
the organ for 


church services 
in the afternoon and evening. 


here 











By JACK PULASKI 
In a return match at the Garden 


Friday (20), Jackie Kid Berg of 


cision which went to Sammy 
if Boston. 
the fight a draw or a shade for 
sammy, so if the Kid isn’t satisfied 
hey’ll have to do it all over again. 
Much better attendance than the 
rrevious week, but not exactly big. 
The match was over the 12-round 
listance. Berg wanted the bout 
ynger than the original scrap. He 
ut-smarted himself, for it was in 
he last two rounds that the 
stumpy-armed, bean-eating Sammy 
| eked the shade. Jackie seemed to 
be shaken up by clean hits to the 
jaw, but he 


cluding rounds had the 








Breakfast for 2, but 
The Wrong 2—Divorce | 


Chicago, May 23. 

When Margie Bartel Gottlieb, of 
vaude, discovered that her husband, 
Lawrence, a juggler, was having his 
breakfast cooked by another woman, 
she walked into court and got her- 
self a divorce. She charged deser- 
tion. 

A letter signed by the second Mrs. 
Gottlieb tipped the first one off. Note 
asked Mrs. Gottlieb No. 1 to please 
give Mrs. Gottlieb No. 2 the favor- 
ite breakfast recipes of Mr. Gottlieb. 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Gibson, former wife of 
Hoot Gibson, to Robert A. Etie, Jr., 
non-professional, in Los Angeles, 
May 14, 

Grace Niles to Capt. Paul A. 
Gilger. Miss Niles is manager of 
Astor theatre, New York. 

Libby Holman to Smith Reynolds, 
of Reynolds Tobacco Co., several 
months ago, but just made known. 

Albert Bolet, Cuban violinist, to 
Betty Noble, singer, at the home of 
Harold F. McCormick, capitalist, in 
Chicago, May 16. 

Sallie Mack, secretary to Marvin 
Schenck, to Carl Harder, insurance 
man in New York, June 19. 
pair wiii- honeymoon in Europe, 
sailing on the Lafayette, June 21. 





The 


|quite steamed up. The odds were 
8 to 5 on Sammy. Berg backers 
| grumbled, wanting it evens. 

| English lad copped the first two 
| rounds, next two going to 
| Fifth was a slugging match, 
left 


opening up Fuller's 


boy’s fight. 
Berg Changed Style 

Berg changed his style 
match and it seemed like Fuller’s 
handlers carefully waiched that. 
Sammy’s cohorts told him to stay 
away because Jackie’s specialty is 
infighting. Often they fought 
themselves out of clinches and 
Fuller lantiea the hkarder:socks as 
they backed away. After such in- 
terchanges Berg would box for 
points, with Fuller countering with 
rapid swings. It was those swings 
that disconcerted the Kid, who still 
stands out as one of the gamest of 
ringsters. 

Both weighed in at 138 pounds, 
which topped the lightweight limit. 
The class is ruled by Tony Can- 
zoneri and there are Kid Chocolate 
and Battilino to hurdle. If they 
wander into the welterweight class, 
there is even tougher competition, 
such as Billy Petrolle and the same 
Pattilino who dropped a second de- 
cision to the Fargo Express in Chi. 
Fither of the latter also can skim 
down to the lightweight division. 


for 








waded in and the con-| 
customers | 


; Scratching to 


inte 


Slump in Gambling Biz 
Makes Reno Sh Short of Coin. 


Reno, May 23. 
With all kinds of dough in its 


; bond redemption fund, but nothing | 


in the kitty to pay ordinary running 
the Reno city council is 
dig up pay roll cash 
roll, 

City's not broke by 
fact it 
rest 


ex pe nses, 


May city pay 
any means, in 
money in bond 
redemption fund that 


has so much 
and 


| it is trying to buy up bands that are 


KID BERG OUTSMARTED 
BY HIMSELF AND FULLER | 


|large roll of coin from gambling li- 
i cense 


London was smoked out of the de- | 
Fuller | 
Fight followers figured | 


|} short about $50,000 in general fund 
now and must wait until June taxes 
are paid to pay its own bills. 
Consequently flock of I1.0.U.’s, | 
that can be cashed at a bank, will 
probably be handed to city em- 





| 
| 
} 
} 


Fuller. | 
with | 


Berg slowed up for a time and then | 
peeper. | 


Next three rounds favored the vis- | 
itor and from then on it was either | 
| have 
| further, 


the | 
| traveling 





ithe ¢ 


not yet due, but this can't be used 
to pay current bills 
Mayor Roberts and his six helpers 


council made bum guess in Jan- 
when they sized up revenue 
and anticipated receiving 


on 
uary 


situation 


fees. Gambling boys didn't 
buy expected numbcr of licenses be- 
cause of a slump in biz, so city’s 


ploy ees 
and 
roll in. 

Slump in gambling has been pa- 
thetic, as well as tremendous, and 
city will be forced to forego numer- 
ous proposed projects until business | 
reviv es, 


NIGHT BALL FLOP PUTS 
COAST LEAGUE ON SPOT: 


am ieee Angeles, May 23. 


next week for May salaries 





With 
‘oast 
the Sacramento, Oakland 
Seattle clubs will give it an- 
other two-week trial and if no busi- 
ness develops they will quit 
league. 

All salaries in the league, 
the exception of contract 
been cut 20% 


season, 


and 


with 
players, 


umpires will work out of 
home stations instead of 
with the teams, Other 
teams remaining if the three 
tioned quit may 
season from 26 to 13 weeks. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Terry McDaniel, 
Gaughter, May 16, in 
Father is manager of the Fox thea- 
tre that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Moll, twins, 
both boys, at the Jamaica Hospital, 
New York. Father is a songwriter 
with Shapiro-Bernstein. 


their 








they call Baby out on the Coast, 
versus Hy Diamond, both welters. 
Gunboat Smith stopped it in the 
seventh after Gans had Diamond in 
a leather setting for two rounds. 
Hy was dizzy but wouldn't go down. 
No knockdowns nor knockouts on 
the card. 

Thursday. (26) Mickey Walker 
will be the big interest in the main 


Semi-final had Joe Gans, whom | event with Paulino. 
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Who Lives at \ 
The Park Central? | 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent 
human 
musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


.Electric 
salons and roof patios tos 
Swimming pool....Golf... 
equally unusual and desi 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


entral 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City ~ 
H. A. LANZNER, General Manager ; Ae 


leaders 
endeavor, 


in every 
Stars of 


-efrigeration....Period 
private functions.... 

and other features 
rable. 


York 

















banks will collect whén taxes | 


night baseball flopping in} 
League after a six-week } 


the | 


To economize | 


men- | 
decide to cut their} 


Spokane. 


| Tm Telling You 


| 
| By Jack Osterman 














AS GAME WHEEL COVER 


Penny weight scales, recently 
|}making a comeback in a new shape 
land design, are expanding their 
dominion told, First is the 
attraction of plenty of outsiders 
into the scale business: 
use of sc 


two 
second is the 
tt machine racke- 
their activities with 
gambling boxes. 

|; Scale activities, according to one 
jin it, are far more extensive out- 
| side of than + New York City. One 
reason is that the big metropolis is 
already Meer well covered, but an- 
| other is that many unemployed out 
lof town ge into scales on a sharing 


ales by sl 
teers to hide 


ithe automatic 


| basis with either makers or jobbers | 


| of the weight tellers, 

One firm said to be one of the 
jlargest indie scale operators in the 
peor uses the how-much-do-you-! 


weighers principally as a 


| 


slot machines. This is done by} 
placing a scale wherever a gambling | 


| outfit is set up. 


In case of a squawk, 
the scale is used as a front. 
| According to an insider 


nancing of the unemployed or those! 
|desirous of starting a scale route, 
jis complex. Price is $75 per 


| machine, which the 
}sell in lots of 50. In 
selling them, 
tion secu 
| them. 


the company 


Firm 
| England. 
Comp!'ex financing is 
|after a six months period, 
|income is pretty regular. 
| buyer goes to a 
| morta res his first aw 
| another 
next two years. Income of 
machines is claimed large 
| to make this possible, 
Sharing terms between 


is specializing in New 


when the 


Hvales, 


Then the 
financing company, 
Buys | 
50 and pays off during the 
the 100 | 
enough | $12 
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An Omission AND SO TO WRITE 
gi - Hello Frisco 
n< >» eh y , 2 . — 
Long Bran h, N. on May 23. A drunk came up to Joe F risco 
' A a minister, plugging ind asked him for money to eat, 
ong Branch in a radio address, explaining that he hadn't worked 
said this t was ‘so he althy : 
that nly lertaker gpa foro 
tna oniy three in< ers ‘ . 
I . eas oe Joe staked him and told him to 
nanaged to exist . . 
a , ober up because Hoover didn't 
But he forgot to mention that 7 
: 7 : want any of his men drunk on the 
he trio are among the town’s ol 
vea Sst 1 n — 
Nothing But the Ruth 
SLOT SCALES ON BOOM. }.,.22%.*,",ces spore ain 
ner Babe Ruth told the story of 
a rookie’s first game. The Babe 


was coaching at first and the ama- 
teur came to bat. With beginner's 
luck he connected with a fast one 
ind sent it over the fence and then 
turned to talk to the catcher. ‘Run,’ 
yelled Ruth ‘Run, hell,’ the rube 
houted, ‘I'll buy ‘em a new ball.’ 


noisiest affair we ever 
Ed Sullivan trying his 
quiet them for Ethel Mer- 
Blosson Seeley and others 
Jack Benny trying to tell a story 
ind surrendering....Abe Lyman 
playing loud and not caring.... 
your columnist trying to announce 
just as loud....Tammany Young 


It was the 
ittended... 
best to 
man, 








cloak for 


the fi- | 


getting in every one’s hair....but it 
was worth the struggle to hear 
Mayor Walker's dynamite speech as 
| only he could make it....with Mac- 
| fadden sliding lower in his seat next 
to him as His Honor remarked he 
reads the newspapers daily looking 
for them to strike a new low.... 
that he never debates with a news- 
| paperman because he cannot go to 


| press as often. 
Hollywood Version 
Arthur Freed reports that out in 


seller-tries to| 
addition to} 
in ques- | 
res advantageous spots for | 


brought in| 





Hollywood they sing it, ‘My Ordi- 
|} nary Extra Girl.’ 
Fifi Learns Something 
The other night when Fifi Dor- 
say complained of being all tired 
(Continued on page 78) 
| 
taking the scales and the owner 
| therevt vary. setoween “$8 =12 
,monthly, store gets 33%%, $5-8 
monthly store gets 25% and above 
an even split. These figures 


stores $1.50 per 


| give the scale owner an average of 
week per machine. 








LAST 


WEEKS LESLIE HOWARD 


T PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


E ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adventure.” 
—jercy Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staced by Gilbert Miller 
EMPIRE THEATRE. B'way and 40th St. 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 
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Wet or Dry? ; 
| “WET PATADE” 
with ; 
alter Muston, “Sehnozzic’ Durante, 
nobert Young, Lewis Stone—On the 
Stage, Net a Picture, Complete Mu- 
sical Comedy ‘Girl Crazy. Cart of 69 
| 





2nd Week—JACKIE COOPER 
| CHIC SALE in “When @ Fetler 

Needs 2 Friend’'—On the Stage: 
| BAY Edmund Lowe, Fifi D Orsay, 


Altes 


Coming Friday, ‘NIGHT COURT,’ 


NOXY 


ELISSA LANDI in 


“THE WOMAN IN ROOM 13 


On stave “Gems from the Orient 
ensemble and guest stars Huge 
Directing Roxy Symphony of £0. 





The Street Singer, Vic- 

ter MeLacien, Cab 
Calloway 
Charles 


Judets 


SEVENTH AVE 
50th STREET 










Walter Huston 


NUE 


“9 


Entire Roxy 
Riesenfeld, 


Beg. Fri Warner Baxter in ‘Man About Tewn’ 
Har ] t } 
pre manace Tot Lhe newly 
‘ ed Ni ( 
Roi Ottley now with Clarence 
Williams Publishing Co. VTormerl]) 


with Hiandy Lros. Musiq 


Broadway » 
47th Street sa 


MAYFAIR 


First Time at Popular Prices 
FANNIE HURST'S 


SYMPHONY OF 
SIX MILLION 


RKO Radio Picture With 
RICARDO CORTEZ—IREWE DUNNE 





a 









PALACE B’way & 47th St. 


Continuous, 11 A.M. te 11:30 P.M. 
10—-VAUDEVILLE ACTS—I0 

MILTON BERLE 

SMITH & HARRY PUCK 
“FATTY ARBUCKLE 


25¢-50e, Or.-Bal. 


QUEENIE 
R»SCOc 
Afts. Ex. St.&Sun., 
Eves. Ex. St.,Sun.&Hel., 


BGOthST. es 


Wed. to Friday, May 25-27 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANK'S, Jr. 
| “It’s Tongh to Be Famous” 
L MARY BRIAN 


25-50-$1.00 














; 


Bet. Lex & 30 Aves. 









81st ST. 


to Friday 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANK’ S$. Jr. 
“It’s Tough te Be Famous” 
MARY BRIAN 


On Bread 


Contin 


way 
sous Shows 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, May 24, 1932 








Broadway 





Mike Connolly back. 


Karavaieff to Detroit. 
Harold Lee westbound. 





Islin Auster plotting plots. 

Burnett Hershey's play finished. | 

Charlie Levy blows soon for Eu-}| 
rope. | 

Earl Wingart to summer at Long | 
Beach. 

Sylvia Lewis working for the ‘New | 
Yorker.’ | 

Phil Gerton to Europe to hunt for} 
legit scripts. 


Dave Blum got that extra insur- 
ance anyhow. 

Al Trahan traded in his flivver | 
for a big ’'un. | 


Frank Miller okay again after a/! 
pneumonia siege. 

Carl Byoir may handle the Atlan- 
itc City publicizing. 

Theatre Guild elevator 
fritz again last week. 

Hasn't anybody been in the Ches- 
ter Erskin office lately? 

Paul Draper, hoofer, will probably 
go into Billy Rose’s musical. 

Mrs. Harry Krivit parted with her 
appendix at Park East hosp. 

Manny Eisenberg, getting grayer, | 
leaves soon on an all summer job. | 

George Godfrey using Martin, 
Beck's office while the boss is away. | 

Ward Morehouse back from the 
Coast. P. S.—He likes Hollywood. 

Gardenias on the sidewalk at 
three for a dime, the ultimate of de- 
filation. 

Jack Potter manager of the Ful- 


on the 








ton, succeeding the late Billy Home brewed beer at a quart a 
Muenster. cent is a result of the Beer Tax. 
Stepin Fetchit walking down|* Gertrude Lawrence attending first 
Broadway with a cane, but minus a| night in the Gloria Swanson box. 
chapeau. Marie Tempest’s daughter-in- 


Louis Werba’s offices in the New 
Amsterdam building moved down 
two flights. 

Lem Stewart, on leave from Pub- 
lix, is weeding the garden out in 
Kansas City. 

Sales conventionites in Los An- 
geles complain there isn’t a decent 
speak in L. A. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., being very 
British at the British Club. Ordered 
cornbeef hash. 

The Irving Berlins are scouting 
through the Adirondacks -seeking a 
summer home. 

Moss Hart has returned from Eu- 
rope. Did his play writing in the 
south of France. 

Maurice DeKobra back to Paree 
but making sure of beaucoup New 
York publicity first. 

Walter O’Keefe and Henrietta 
Kay will probably be in ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
incoming legit musical. 

Wolfe Gilbert sails for Los An- 
geles June 11 to join his family 
and stay over the summer. 

Arthur Lubin closes tiie N. ¥. o?- 
fice soon. Marie Bercovici, his sec, 
goes to the Coast to join him. 

Harold Franklin may rent a 
cruiser to try and duplicate those 
Catalina weekends in the east. 

The Max Winslows will be at 
the Thousand Islands in time to 
shake hands with the black bass, 
June 16. 

Unemployed apple sellers have 
switched to ‘Repeal’ auto tags at 
stoplight junctions. Sell at two for 
a quarter. 

Harry Rosenthal’s name in lights 
at Fulton along with Joseph Santley 
and Edna Hibbard of ‘Heigh-Ho 
Everybody.’ 

Hotel Taft now in the chow- 
meinery category with 65c. club 
luncheons and George Hall’s dance 
orchestra to boot. 

Ward Moorehouse, back from 
Coast, resumed theatre column for 
‘Sun. John McClain back to ship 
news, but as columnist, 

Don Gleason, formerly of ‘Daily 
News,’ p.a.’ing for North Hemp- 
stead Yacht Club, Port Washing- 
ttn. They have them, too. 

Frank Wilstach can’t make up his 
mind about Tahiti. He wants to live 
there, but he doesn't want to part 
company with the Haysites. 

Two feet of water flooded the 
basement smoking rooms of all the 
legit theatres on 45th street after 





Saturday afternoon's torrent of 
rain. 
D. W. Griffith has been named 


president of the swanky Berkshire 
Hunts and Country Club, located on 
the former John Sloane estate at 
Lenox, Mass. 

Isidoro Castanaga, Basque heavy- 


weight boxing champ of South 
America, has been imported by 
George Lawrence. Record is 29 


kayos in 34 fights, 
Harry Hershfield and Kelcy Allen 


still lobby-battling over credits for | 


gags. Paul Yawitz in the ‘Mirror’ 
had to run a correction to square 
Allen on one gag’s credit. 

Mechanical stock quotation boards 
are paid for at 50c a week each issue 
quoted. Leading Times Square 
branch blanked out 50 at one stroke, 
representing $100 a month off the 
overhead. 

Ed Perkins, Hollywood publicist, 
returned on the ‘Bremen’ and back 
to the Coast via a Chi stop-off 
after having effected further for- 
eign publicity representation. He 
will handle the exploitation of the 
Greek theatre in L. A, during the 
Olympics. ; 

Recent report from abroad of 
Ethel Watts Mumford saying that 
Nina Wilcox Putman had muscled 
her out of her share of a play they 
did together was wrong. The 
women have been friends of long 
standing with no disruption to the 


cocktails, 


London 


Harry Thurston back. 

Orchids $2 a bloom just now. 

Irving Asher still on crutches. 

Lilan Harvey to England for a| 
visit. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ still near ca- 
pacity. 

Cedric Belfridge not going into 
production. 

Haddon Mason into repertory at 


the Regent. 

Alex. Esway trying to get a com- 
pany started. 

Fencing as a cabaret turn at the 
Gargoyle club. 

Joe Shoebridge back at Fosters’ 
fully recovered. 

Pat Powers over, playing golf and 
seeing pictures. 

Garland Wells, international ath- 
lete, into talkers. 

Haddon Mason in the new Kath- 
erine O'Regan play. 


Sound City, this burg’s latest 
studio, plenty busy. 
Harry Lachman’s French picture 


shown at the Film Society. 

John Southern with bodyguard to 
bank Pavilion’s daily takings. 

Mrs. Warwick Ward in a huddle 
with the customs at Folkestone. 


law, Lilian Cavanagh, actress, died. 
Robert Stevenson off to Germany 
for Gainsborough’s production with 
Ufa. 
Hetty King inviting Billy and 
Elsa Newell to her apartment for 


Renate Muller around the thea- 
tres after a tour of the sticks with 
her picture. 

Bill Moon, the guardsman who 
turned space hound, in a huddle 
with Peter Burnup. 

Henry Crocker, Coliseum stage 
director, taken ill suddenly and 
rushed to Charing Cross hospital. 

B.LP. filming Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Arms and the Man,’ with Cecil 
Lewis allowed to do his own adapt- 
ing without hindrance. 

Jack Hylton annoyed because 
‘Variety’ stated he approached 
Harry Roy. Hylton says he never 
thought of such a thing. 


The..Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 








Orgy of exhibitions here. 

Lien Deyers, Dutch Ufa star, on 
visit here to her parents. 

Martha Eggerth, who played, in 
German films for Paramount, sings 
for AVRO. 

Fritz Tartaud, one of Holland's 
best known and popular actors, 
celebrated his 75th birthday. Off 
the stage now. 

Jugo-Slavia trying to get share of 
tourism in Europe. “ducational 
film on screens here at expense of 
that government. 

Princess Juliana, heir apparent, 
opening Colonial Exhibition at The 
Hague. Buildings were formerly at 
Paris Col. Ex. last year, pulled down, 
shipped to Holland and erected here. 
Kovacs Lajos, the Dutch jazz 
band of the AVRO broadcasting, go- 
ing on tour to Copenhagen. Though 
Hungarian in name, it consists of 
Dutch musicians only. 

rerman film stars flocking into 
Holland to boost their films. Mady 
Christians coming here with own 
legit company, starring in ‘Cocktail,’ 
operetta by Ralph Benatzky, Prin- 
cess theatre. Renate Mueller and 
Irene Eisinger signed by AVRO for 
broadcasting. 





gator into Civil Service. 
With 


parliamentary news as chief iva 


Imperial Economic Confer- 
ence at Ottawa two months away, 
N. L. Nathanson decides on prelim- 
inary canter to London to talk busi- | 
ness. 
Two thousand delegates and many | 
other camp followers expected for | 
Empire Conference for six weeks in 
July and August, and Ottawa ex- 
hibitors count on busy summer, 





Hollywood 


Paul Ash still carrying the stick. 


Danny Danker now has a social 
secretary. 

Charles Hatch 
chief now. 

Kay Francis will jump to Europe 
the last of June. 

Hunt Stromberg’s new 
house is completed. 

Sidney Foxe to 'Frisco for a week 
to visit her brother. 

Wallace Beery’ catching 
again at Silver Lake. 

Teddy Joyce came west with 100 
suits packed in 10 trunks. 

Jack Parks in the San Diego 
naval hospital for observation. 

Leon Levy is afraid he lost 
poundage is coming back again. 


is a deputy fire 


14-room 


trout 


Eddie Rubin claims his brother 
Benny has no doubles or twin 
brother. 


Warner Baxter sold one of his 
brace of Malibu beach houses to 
Joan Bennett. 

Mae Clark is back at Universal 
after a two months’ tussle with a 
near-breakdown. 

Arthur James Ogle, hubby of Nina 
Wilcox Putnam, makes mayonnaise 
that makes fat ladies thinner. 

Axe has hit the Rialto restaurant. 
Every week one of the waitresses 
takes a six-day layoff without pay. 

Dorothy Gulliver, who has been 
playing in westerns, is changing her 
name and going out for drawing 
room. 

Screen music for Columbia’s em- 
blem rewritten to be around the 
theme of ‘Columbia, the Gem of the 
Ocean.’ 

Al Feinman, who was on the staff 
of the late Harry Reichenbach, here 
and willing to aid in exploiting the 
industry. 


Beanery near Paramount an- 
nounces: ‘Open July 6. Don't 
worry, have gone huntin’, fishin’ 


and érinntn’” 

Seventh annual motion picture 
tennis tournament on May 29-30 
and June 6 has the colony’s racquet 
wielders in training. ; 

‘Death Valley’ Farnum is seeking 
a restraining order against the local 
weather man from withholding the 
sun’s rays atop the Roosevelt hotel. 

Arthur Caesar feels he is entitled 
to a commission from all horse 
dealers and polo equipment men who 
have traded with members of the 
picture’ colony. Reason, Arthur 
now has no studio affiliation. 

Charles Di Marco, formerly in- 
terested in the Pyramid Club, is 
suing the Rancho Golf Club for 
$250 for talent assertedly furnished 
the spot. Club has filed answer 
stating Di Marco agreed orally De- 
ecember 20 to furnish some enter- 
tainment gratis, so no owe. 





Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 





Joe Marion Players closed at 
Moon May 22, 

Don Seeley of Omaha trumpeting 
with Freckles Barry band. 

Ruth Etting’s money invested 
mostly in Nebraska farm mort- 
gages. 

Frank Hodek writing music for 
Ak-Sar-Ben den show, local Mardi 





Ottawa 


Leonard (Rideau) Bishop confides 
that he is married now. 

Leo Devaney took time off to at- 
tend Radio convention in Chi, 

Clarence Robson of FP breezed 
into town and projectionists at local 
chain houses accepted 10% cut. 

Oscar Hanson, g. m. of Ontario 
Allied, trips to Silvert Belt country 
to round up distant independents. 

Box lacrosse develops into nearest 
form of legalized murder with 24 
penalties for rough stuff in first 
game, 

Manager McCoy of Imperial the- 
atre busy handling stampede of kids 


to see Tom Mix’s ‘Destry Rides 
Again.’ 
Majority of local theatres have 


jumped into free-gift stunts in co- 
operation with jobbers and mer- 
chants. 

Jack Munro has gone to the Coun- 
try Playhouse, Westport, N. Y., for 
summer season of New York Repor- 
tory Co. 

Arthur Bugg is dead. Was owner 
of Model theatre, Midland, for 21 
years and was noted battler for in- 


making of ‘Eskimo’ at Hollywood 
and in Alaska. 
Earl Lawson, 


independent the- 





relationship, 


Gras. 

Mrs. Maude T. Smith elected 
‘member National Theatre Confer- 
ence. 

‘arl Reiter, who died in Seattle, 
Orpheum manager here in early 
days. 

Shrine indoor circus drew 40,000 
patrons. Big share of receipts to 
promoters. 

City may be zoned for boxing and 
wrestling to cut out Krug Park as 
outdoor spot. 

City Commissioner Westergaard 
proposes to ban all except local cir- 
cuses and carnivals. 

Community Playhouse goes bally- 
hoo by inviting district judges to 
| preview of ‘Last Mile.’ 








|} man’s private 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


head 
in a 


That's what 
secretary Ssayvs 
press statement. 

City heads have asked all exhib- 
itors to do what they can to ar- 
range for staging vaude in conjunc- 
tion with pictures. 

Panhandlers everywhere and 
women are encouraging them. Cops 
made a drive against beggars and 
streets were cleared of them for 
some time. 

Three men and a woman who 
kidnapped the five-year-old daugh- 
ter of Americans here sentenced to 
20 years. Maximum penalty for 
crime under Mexican law. 

Federal authorities arranging for 
one of the most expensive bonfires 
country has ever staged. Will burn 
1,161 pounds of opium worth about 
$35,000 seized at Manzanillo. 

Mexican athletes taking part in 

the forthcoming Olympiad may 
have to pay their own fares going 
and coming. Various football and 
other games staged for benefit fund 
have been financial busts. 
Police have started raids upon 
cockfights, including them in unher- 
alded visits to gambling joints. 
Cockfighting is supposed to be legal 
here, but place was operating with- 
out a permit. Raid inspired by 
complaints from wives. 


Biz is better. 


Civic fathers have ordered all 
stage and screen theatres to have 


an abundance of water for drink- 
ing and ablutions. As city shuts 
off water at sundown showmen 
must see to it that all house tanks 
are replenished to last through 
night performances. 

Municipal government favorably 
disposed toward proposition made 
by Society of Mexican Dramatic 
Authors that special shows at pop 
prices be staged Sunday mornings 
in stage and screen theatres for 
the lower classes. Authors say they 
are willing to forego collecting roy- 
alties. 

Dueling still in fashion. Two 
hot-headed lads fought it out the 


other morning in an abandoned 
cemetery. One lost the tip of an 
ear; the other received a nasty 


slash on the face. On the way to 
the doctor they met the wedding 
procession of the girl who caused 
all the trouble, 


Montreal 


Rialto Gardens dance hall closed. 

Montreal statues not to be cleaned. 

Local racing starts Saturday (28). 

Freddie Edwards making ‘Herald’ 
over, 

Fergus Grant still brown from 
world cruise. : 

B. K. Sandwell writing joyously 
on depression. 

Second municipal golf course at 
low fees opened. 

Grandfather Whitehead, under 30, 
giving kiddy chat. 

New eatery open with 15c meals 
and 5c sandwiches. 

Cabarets picking up on _ tourist 
biz: Lido opened Saturday (21). 

Champagne flies at inauguration 
airplane service Montreal-Qyebec. 

}. S. gangsters chased and shot 
at down main street. Nobody hurt. 

Biggest military show since war, 
set for May 25-29, will hit main 
stems. 

Dominion Park missed hottest 
opening of year and started Satur- 
day (21). 

Rumor strong all over town that 
independent’ movie organizations 
here will merge this summer. 

Theatre des Arts, alias Gayety, 
formerly Montreal's only burlesque 
house, to be revived with girl show. 

S. Morgan Powell stages own play 
at Repertoire theatre. Has job of 
critic on ‘Star’ and praises players 
only, 











Indianapolis — 


By Gene Haynes 


Sells-Floto a sell-out. 

Guy Lombardo band at Indiana 
June 3. 

Five downtown houses last week 


scenes. 

Kokomo, Ind., theatre burned; loss 
estimated around $20,000. 
troubles. 





Lady Cavendish (Adele Astaire) 
born in Omaha as Austerlitz, 
daughter of topnotch brewmaster. 

Paramount ‘discovered’ Paul 
Muni’s brother living at shoddy ho- 
tel here while ‘Scarface’ on screen. 

Government altitude flyer, Johnny 
Starr, says can’t make money at $22 
per day plus bonus for over 13,500 
feet. 

tay Felker did business at Broad- 
|} way (Council Biuffs) by putting ra- 





dependents. dio station KOIL Krime Klan on 
Canadian government has loaned) stage as act. 
a real Mountie to M+-G-M for the | Five-year-old federal court suit 


of Victor Newton and Thomas 
| Leddy against film board and ex- 
| changes, charging anti-trust viola- 


atres’ lawyer, figured prominently in, tion, coming up. 


Ace Berry, formerly Circle man- 
ager, exploiting ‘Grand Hotel’ in 
Pittsburgh. 

The ‘Star’ comments favorably in 
an editorial on an ordinance legaliz- 
j} ing picketing. 

Frances Dale will play the lead 
| when Berkell’s stock at Keith's pre- 
|sents ‘Good Fairy.’ 

{| War Memorial plaza turned into 
| location scene when 
ver’ shots were made with American 

Legion outfits parading. 

Henry Busse and his WLW band 


|on Indiana roof (22) and 


tickets buyable at drug stores for 


| 58. Regular admish T5ec. Mary 
| Lou Gerard, local blues fav, joined 
the Busse band. 


Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


Winter brings out the beggars, 

‘Frankenstein’ premieres in Tas. 
mania. 

Efftee studios working on musica] 
talker, ‘His Royal Highness. 

Unemployment riots in Auckland, 
N. Z., have hurt picture trade. 

Harry P. Muller in town and un. 
|attached. Muller formerly 
can booker fer Tivoli vaude. 

This year’s Movie ball will be 
sponsored by the 47 Club, Aus. 
tralia’s livewire publicity organiza. 
tion. Mel G. Lawton and Herman 
Flynn in charge. 

G. U. T. extends by securing 20,- 
000 shares in Birch-Carroll-Coyle 
circuit, Queensiand, also secures 
half interest Wintergarden and 
Majestic theatres in Brisbane. 


Hoyt’s turning out a local screen 
mag for use in theatres on their 
chain. Mag sells at 2c the copy, 
W-T have been issuing a program 
mag for some time selling at 12c. 

Radio contract held by Stuart RF, 
Doyle, Sir Ben Fuller and Frank 
Albert, will expire next month. Ex. 
pected that Government will ap- 
point a special board to deal with 
the radio situation. 

Maurice Diamond is again trying 
solo management with revue in 
Sydney. Diamond has gathered to- 
gether a bunch of local performers 
and, besides producing, also con- 
ducts the orchestra. 

Ingenues, girl band, worked as 
far as South Africa and act's rep- 
resentative cabled asking prospects 
for Australian tour. Backers were 
not forthcoming and rep was ad- 
vised not to make the trip here at 
present. 

a -U. 3 


Ameri-« 


has arranged for clips 
from their Cinesound newsreel to 
be screened in England through 
Pathe, and in America through Uni- 
versal. Local reel is in opposition 
to the Fox Movietone produced in 
Sydney. 

Fox will play ‘Over the Hill’ over 
the entire Hoyt chain as an ex- 
tended season attraction. Stanley 
S. Crick of Fox is personally direct- 
ing the special publicity being 
gotten out for the picture, together 
with Stuart Codde. 

Greater Union (Extension) Ltd, 
recently formed in Melbourne with 
a capital of 500,000 pounds. Direc- 
tors include Edwin Geach, W. G, 
Layton, Stuart F.. Doyle, H. Y. Rus- 
sell, S. J. Perry and G. C. Allen, 
Company will be a unit of Greater 
Union Theatres. The entire capital 
has been fully subscribed. 

New Zealand Government recently 
passed a bill under Board of Trade 
Act; empow?rinyz ahr itation on the 
erection of further picture theatres 
in that country. Idea is to prohibit 
building Aheatres where the Com- 
missioners decide that theatre al- 
ready in operation are sufficient for 
the needs of the populace. 

Efftee studio turning out a series 
of local shorts to be used on same 
bill as their ‘Sentimental Bloke.’ 
Theatres booking through Efftee 
will be afforded the opportunity of 
playing an entirely all-Australian 
program. Tom Holt, g. m. of Efftee, 
has announced that his organization 
will book their pictures direct with 
exhibitors, thus eliminating releas- 
ing agents. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Imre Pallo, opera tenor, took 4 
law degree. 


Gitta Alpar and Gustav Froehlich 
here on their honeymoon. 


Ica Lampel, Miss Hungary 1932, 
studying seriously for stage and 
screen, 

Annual National Fair putting @ 
little wind in the drooping sails of 
Budapest shows. 


Gaby Relle, operatic star, back 
from Berlin with four German en- 
gagements in her pocket. 


Louise Konyi, Kiraly theatre cho- 
rine, happy owner of lottery ticket 
which won 5,000 pounds sterling. 

Emmerich Kalman, the composef, 
here; will probably write a light 
opera to be produced at the Buda- 
pest opera house. 

llona Titkos, dramatic aciress, 
may take over lease of Belvarosi 
theatre next year. She would be 
the first female producer in this 
city. 





all showed pictures with courtroom | actress, 


‘Brown of Cul-| 


Maria Szemler, Belvarosi theatre 
in headlines all over the 


town. Discovered kissing in the 


| visitors’ gallery during a session in 
Labor! Parliament. 


Biggest publicity ever. 
Varosi theatre rechristened Pal- 
ladium by new manager-producer, 
| Bernardo Labriola. Will play vaude- 
ville and operettas. To open in 
| September with new Kalman oper 
|etta, ‘Devil's Horseman.’ ; 
Mihaly Erdelyi most versatile 
actor in this town. Has written 
| book, lyrics and music of four oper- 
jettas; is now directing one of them, 
|acting the leading part and desist 


ing the decorations in Bethlenter 

| theatre. 

Varosi company produced ‘Ms 

Fiance, the Scoundrel,’ on its ow n 
pre-sale| after the manager went broke. Nt‘ 
|manager starting to redecorate the 

| house, company must quit the 
premises and transfers to Bu iia 
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Jersey Shore 


By Wes Nolte 





An epidemic of amateur shows. 
Candy shops selling song sheets. 
Dancing follows the boxing shows 
at Keansburg. f 
Pine Tree Inn, Eatontown, opens 
with a floor show. 
Jack Strong, former 
barker, at Red Bank. 
Mickey Walker's carbuncles sent 
him to the Red Bank hosp. 
Jimmy De Forest reopens 
Long Branch training camp. 
The Harry D’Esta Rhoads puppet 
ghows playing the. schoolhouses. 
Rus-Syl, mind reader, a one-week 
booking at the Strand, Red Bank. 
The Gideons convene at 
Park and leave Bibles in the 


Sells-Floto 


his 


hotels. 


Boxing opens May 27 at 
Branch with Jerry Casale promot- 
ing. 

Howard Mallen, formerly of 
yvaude, running for Congress at 
Leonardo. art 

Pearl Mack, once of Ziegfeld 


shows, lives alone in a Fair Haven 
pungalow. 

Katherine Alexander 
summer stock. company 
Bank Elks’ Club. 

Helen Bradley, 
gec, takes part in 
whenever she can. 

Morris Jacks, former manager. of 
the Red Bank Paramount, now in 
the vending machine biz. 

Maurice Baker,’ Paramount dis- 
trict manager here, married June 
Jensen, non-pro, at Asbury Park. 

Edith Crafts, former sobbie on 
N. Y. sheets, now book reviewing 
for the ‘Daily Record,’ Long Branch. 


starting a 
in the 


Tommy Phelan’s 
amateur shows 


Speakeasies must close up on 
Sundays in several of the towns 
around here; okay the other six 
days. 


Mike Milonas, Keansburg conces- 
sionaire, leases: the Riverside Grill, 
Red Bank. Opens soon with a 
show. 

Jimmy Blue’s illmess forces him 
and band out of Doherty's Tavern, 


Red Bank. Harry Walker's combo 
replaces. 
Films taken’ on the Japanese 


baseball trip of Herbert Hunter, and 
his team of barnstorming leaguers, 
will be released. 

The measure to legalize horse- 
racing in Jersey, which will be pre- 
sented at the next meeting of the 
Legislature, has the horsemen 
hopped up. 
sites for the tracks. 

hillip Fourmet now managing 
the Asbury Park Paramount, re- 
places Warren Walker, son of Bob 
Walker, N. J. boxing’ inspector. 
Fourmet formerly managed a Par 
house in Youngstown, O. 


New England 


Copy deskers and newshounds 
wondering about vacations. 

Now there’s a minnie bowling al- 
ley. Player can set up own pins. 

Benjamin F. Tell, conductor of a 
new military band formed on Cape 
Cod. 

Horse thieves stole two ponies 
from a carnival in Bossy Gillis’ 
home town, Newburyport, Mass. 

David H. Brand did a good turn 
by donating his Lyric, Athol, Mass., 
for unemployed benefit fund show. 

Politics so hot in Woonsocket, 
R. L., that politicians are addressing 
theatre audiences, urging the need 
for registration.” 


Susan Glaspell has offered a $50 | 
| Heines, Vicky 


reward for the return of her pet 
dog, missing from a friend's home 
in Provincetown. 

Safe crackers nicked the Norwood 
(Mass.) theatre safe for $500, two 


days’ receipts. Theatre 100 yards 
from police station. 
Publix closed the Broadway, 


Springfield, Mass., for the summer. 
Was playing four acts and double 
features on split week, only stage 
show in city. 

A vacation trip occasioned a 
honeymoon for William C. Stewart, 
m.e., of the Southbridge, Mass., 
News, and Bernadette Lavin. They 
were wed in Albany, N. Y. 

George Fawcett, veteran screen 
actor, assisted by his wife and 
daughter, Margaret, who are living 
at Nantucket, Mass., directed a local 
cast in ‘The Whole Town's Talking.’ 
Joe Hurl, long manager of 
State theatre and Opera House, has 


affiliated with the producing end of 
the show business, Succeeded by 
Arthur Mabey, his assistant. 
Nothing like bringing your own 
eircus to your hometown as the first 
igtop show of the year. That's 
What James J. Heron, of Worcester. 
ass. is doing, for he’s principal 
Owner of the Walter L. Main circus. 
The Provincetown artists’ colony 
is goin’ after business this summer 
by asking permission of town of- 
ficials to establish an outdoor mar- 
ket where painters and other crafts- 
men could try to sell their products 
at popular prices. 
Eleonora C. Olsen and Robert J. 


Wade will be married early this | 
Summer before Mr. Wade goes to 
Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., to join 
the Rice Players as technical di- 
rector and publicity man. He has 
been with the Rice Players for the 
last seven summers. 

The Rhode Island supreme court 
has upheld a $2.000 verdict to Lil- 
an James, orchestra leader, who 
Was injured when a piano tipped 





| Frank and Marton Zeitz. 


Asbury 
| ° = ‘ 

| business manager of the Cape Play- | 

Long | 


Red | 


| New 
| address 


| Getting 








the | 





and fell 
juring her. 
i lows lodge, by whom she had been 
| hired. 

The 
ford, 
brothers and they operate the Stat« 


over upon her feet, 


She sued an Odd Fel- 


men of New Bed- 
show business 


five wise 
Mass., are 
New 
They 


Bedford theatres 


are Barney, 


and Empire 
Fisher, 


observed their 10th anniversary in 


| theatricals by acquiring the Empire. | 


Cora E. Fitzgerald, five years 
house at Dennis, Mass., has joined 
the Surry (Me.) Playhouse staff. 
William Sauter will direct the first 
two Surry plays, and Lionel Bevans 
will produce the rest. 
Rollins plans nine weeks’ 
opening July 5. 


season 





Rochester 


By Don Record 





Hagenback-Wallaceé circus coming 
June 1, 

RKO Temple co-operates with 
‘Times-Union’ in marble contest. 
Rattlesnake  Pete’s museum to 


Close. Owner, now 75, has been ill 
for some time. 

Manager Harold Raives of the 
|} Regent congratulated on the ar- 


rival of an heir. 

Bert Caley, former 
the Piccadilly, is to manage 
Breeze park this summer. 


Sea 


Ward W. Mitchell, ex-golf pro at | 


Lake Placid club, gives lessons at 
Edwards Department Store. 

Harold W. Sanford, m.e. 
‘Democrat-Chronicle,’ is president 
of thé Unitarian Laymen’s League. 


Community Chest. out for $1,319,- | 


903, 
All 
cut. 

3 Ae F 
Kodak research 


under last year total. 
workers taking a 10% 


slightly 
charity 


Kenneth ‘Mees, 
laboratory, 


employe. 
George S. Kaufman, co-author of 
‘Of Thee I Sing,’ married Rochester 


i;girl, Beatrice Bakrow, and frequent- 


Already they’re picking | ly visits in city. 


Charles S. Edwards, ‘D & C’ copy 
returns as reporter and Bill 
Lewis moves up to copy desk. 

Theodore O’Shea of M-G-M Buf- 
falo office and George Zehrung of 
York, Y.M.C.A. film director, 
annual meeting of Better 
Films Council. 


Free distribution of Red Cross | 
flour -to-needyis..caysing trouble. 


three months’ supply at 
once, number of families said to be 
turning it into cash. 

Dr. Rush Rhees, U. R. president, 
back from Europe, now will decide 
what to do with $15,000,000 left by 
George Eastman, Not to move into 
Eastman mansion until fall. 

Union labor to have midnight 
benefit for unemployed at Loew’s 
Rochester June 15. Managers 
Charles Raymond and Jay Golden 


of the Palace co-operating on 
talent. 

Lillian Mendez chosen cherry 
queen of Loew’s Rochester unit 
making trip to Sodus7 cherry 


|orchards week of Sodus cherry fes- 
| tival. 


Others 
Emily Fabian, 


in the party were 
Inez Tremble, Buddy 


Dickson. 
Toledo 
By Dick McGeorge 


Joe Gelin a daddy. 

Theatre biz lagging. 

3en Bernie a hit here. 

Happy Meininger’s Packard. 
Unassuming fits Ray Allison. 
Bob French now minus tonsils. 
Ken Benson hied off to Chicago. 


‘Blade’ golf tourney being planned. 
Pals: Bernie Lustig and his big 
cigar. 


~arking rate fluctuates from 10c. 
to 20c. 

The rialto Beau Brummel: Wally 
Caldwell. 

After hesitating, the Empire will 


bid Milford, Mass., adieu to become | "°f open. 


Plum Whipple vacationing with 
golf clubs. 

The man of many clothes: Happy 
Meininger. 

Duke Adamschick sprouting a 
new spring coat. 

Police department taking a rap- 
ping from ‘Times.’ 


Mitch Woodbury was a Ben Ber- 
nie contest editor. 

First of the kidnaping books 
the Lindbergh case hits town. 

Roger Bresnahan defeated for 
democratic nominaion for sheriff. 

Osborne Crafts another of the 
profession ran sixth for representa- 
tive. 

Rumors 
town 
mount in 


down- 
para- 


several other 
follow 


that 
may 
closing. 

Two hundred and fifty customers 
sat quietly as firemen extinguished 
in the Pantheon theatre ven- 
tilator last week. 


Harry Winter back, m 


. ‘ the 
nouses Lfi¢ 


u. fire in 


inaging the 


Empire, but hasn't planned a policy 
Some wag had him dead last weet 
ind one newspaper carried an obit. 


in- | 


Harry, | 
They just | 


Leighton | 


ager of the U 


manager of | 


f the | 
° - | Rialto is 


; : | Saturday 
desk, quits after early vacation. Art | “ 
| Reed 





Billing and Margaret | 


Sunday 
ball club $50,000. 


on | 


Phoenix 


By R. J. Rhodes 


Strand prices 20c any time. 

Marco soon to visit Phoenix 

No more vaude at Rialto here. 

Albert Stetson’s new Reo swanky 

Joyce Booth (Penfold) driving 
Packard-8, 

Fox theatre inaugurated Satur- 
day midnight shows. 

Paul E. Perkinson, p.a. for Fox 
back from visit to L. A 

Elimination contests for Miss 


Phoenix of 1932 held at Orpheum. 
Wesley 
paper, back after short stay in N. Y. 
Delmas-Lawliss Players out at 
the White’s open air theatre not 
drawing. 

Art Pickett, Publix publicity. de- 
partment here, quite a power in local 
Lions club. 

George D. Crissey, former 

P. bureau here, writ- 
ing in Reno. 
Will Rogers slated to 
Olympics Publicity Air Tour. 
here May 21. 

Ralph O. Brown, manager of the 
A. P. here, back after attending fu- 
neral for his father. 


Party 


due 


The Old Country Club, town’s 
latest nightery. Milton Dender 


conducting orchestra. 
Cornélius Vanderbilt, Jr., stopped 


here on return to east to cover the| 


state Democratic convention. 
Mayor Fred J. Paddock, 


plenty are now looking for new jobs. 
A spotlight on the ticket-taker at 
used to good effect. 


was Miss Arizona in last year’s 
beauty contest. 

Bill Turnbow, author: of ‘Under 
ithe’ Capitol Dome,’ local political 


|column, invited to banquet given by 
head of | 

taking 4 
| Russian lessons from street railway } 


L. A. newspapermen. 

Fox theatre managers in Arizona 
met in Tucson last week for busi- 
ness discussion, headed by Albert 


Stetson, division manager. 

Fox Leaders club only organiza- 
tion here which officially recognized 
National Boys Week; 10 boys of 
club filled city offices for one hour 
(7). 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Two new tab weeklies during past | 


month. 


Excelsior amusement park in f2)). 


swing now. 

Gayety stock burlesque season 
ended Sunday. 

Norman Thomas here for a series 
of free lectures. 

Abnormal heat and excessive rain 
hurting show biz. 

Archie Zacherl switched from VU. 
to U. A. sales staff. 

Joe Garrison back from Universal 
sales meeting in Chi. 

Fred Berglund back in Minnesota 
booth after two months’ absence 
due to illness. 

Pie a la mode or strawberry short- 
cake for 5c. a portion at many good 
loop eateries. 

King theatre, Ida Grove, Ia., near 
here, wrecked by mysterious explo- 
sion and fire. 

Cold and rainy weather, ruining 


attendance, set back local 


George Parrish, Minnesota 
atre orchestra arranger, has baby 
alligator for pet. 

Independent to open new Forks 
theatre, Grand Forks, N. D., in op- 
position to Publix, 

Claire Rievman, Minnesota the- 
atre secretary, still reducing, despite 
her okay slim figure. 

Floyd Jackson, former Shubert 
treasurer and more recently a Chi 
exhib, in for visit. 

Open air opera to be presented at 
Minnehaha park this 
small admission fee. 

Yvette Henning, 
cashier, now married and riding 
around in a new Pierce-Arrow. 

Minnesota theatre ball team, 
headed by Lou Breese and Harold 


| Kaplan, playing local high school 
| clubs. 
City Council adopted condolence 


resoluiion for the Lindberghs, the 


Colonel being a Minnesotan by 
birth. 

Publix »oosting nabe biz with | 
Sam Herman's inexpensive vaude- 
ville shows and auction nights once 
a week. 

Bing Crosby's personal app at) 


Minnesota week of May 27 and Guy 


Lombardo'’s Royal Canadians due 
in June. 
| Johnny Williams back for sum- 
mer after successful RKO vaude- 
ville tour with Amelia Rogers as 
partneé 
Four Minneapolitans including 
Ferne Schuetler and Andrew Sis- 
ers th Larry Rich act at RKO 
rpne lm 
Art Johnson again with RCA 
sales’ organization as district man- 
ue té brief stay with Holmes 
Projector Ce 


Maude Adams remained in pri- 
to grant any 


ate ch! nd refused 


Knorpp, publisher of local 


accompany | 


recently 
elected, cutting city’s expenses and 


She! 


the- | 


summer at} 


ex-Minnesota | 


| newspaper interviews 


| day stand here. 


during one- 


Loop theatres derived little bene- | 


| fit from Parent-Teachers’ national 


}convention with its 5,000 out-of- 
town delegates, 

Harold Kaplan, Minnesota mal 
ager, commuting from Lou Breesce's 
Summer lake home and complaining 
about cold there. 

| As result of six weeks’ notice to} 
musicians, town: stirred by rumors 
that the big ace Minnesota is to! 
close. Local Pu ix officials silent 
RKO Orphe um S tWoO Weé KS no 


tice posted 


Loop 


Slot machines 
around the Loop. 
| Leo blew to 
|on a business trip. 


Bern Bernard 


are 


| 
| 
| 


man-| 


Spitalny Cleveland 


expected in this 


week from the Coas 

Dick Bergen concentrating on 
Peoria vaude situation. 

John Balaban in for a discussion | 
jon new B. & K. policies. 
; Joe Sherman back after a long 
|sojourn down in Cleveland. 
} Arthur Mayer stopped for a B. 
& K. chat on his way east. 

Tom Carmody is still waiting to 


|see a good fast comedy sketch. 
| Dave Dubin all set as local film 
|indie as Dubin Productions, Inc, 
Charlie Previn from St. Louis 
|} guest conducting at the Chicago. 
Still talk that A. J. Balaban will 


be back in show business this fall. 
Ray Verest and Mary Benson 
|leaving the construction dept. at 
RKO. 

Summer resorts around here 
| plugging downtown with parade 
floats. 

Louie Lipstone got back on his 
feet long enough to go back to bed 
again. 

Abe Cohn getting ready for an- 





| other try at exhibition with another 
| theatre. 

| Julius Tannen out with a cold 
|for two days leaving the College 
Inn struggling without him. 
| Joe Lewis claims things are so 
| tough in the ghetto they’re using 
‘borscht’ for blood transfusions. 





two days on his way east, visiting 
the folks at Peoria at the same time. 

Bill Young has spent so much 
| time clocking radio recording that 
jhe eats, walks and siceps by stop- 
watch. 

Loop getting first constant view 
of the upper crust as the debs can- 


vass for signatures on their ‘Beer 
Week’ drive. 
That spiffy fountain in Grant 


Park is operated through motion 
picture film reels which produces 
the color effects. 

‘Breadline Frolics,’ put on by un- 
employed actors at the Majestic a 
few weeks ago, is now playing de- 
partment stores around town, 

While Woody English, Cub short- 
stop, was busy stealing bases, his 
car was stolen outside the ball park. 
Woody is sore at that steal, be- 
cause he wasn't looking. 

sen Ehrlich, the bright legal! 
light of this town, was suggested 
for the Otto Kruger part in ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law,’ and Ben was almost 
serious, saying he could play it bet- 
ter than a lot of actors he knew. 
| Moral support to the $5,006,000,- 
;900 prosperity loan plan being 
| sponsored by William Randolph 
| 
' 





Hearst is being lent by the Chi- 
cago Theatre Managers’ Assn. or- 
ganization, headed by J. J. Gar- 
|rity, local Shubert rep, which has 
|indorsed the loan to Congress. 


| Reno 


Max Baer-King Levinsky scrap 
looms as_ possibility here about 
|} July 25 


«v. 


Tourist crowd here pretty thin so | 


| far with little money or class in 
| evidence, 
} Sam Garrett twirling 
club meetings starting ballyhoo for 


!rodeo here in July. 

| Restaurants cutting prices and 
| wages despite loud wails of local 
cooks and waiters union. 


| Reno Trap club opens new traps 
and claims have best layout on 
Pacific Coast for busting blue rocks. 

Lake Tahoe commencing 
to open and hope to get somewheres 
with lower prices and more bally- 


hoo. 


Looks like Bill Kyne is going to 


resorts 


pass up holding race horse meet- 
ing in Reno this year. Cost him 
plenty last year. 

Local contractors get slap in neck 
when California contractors flock 
to Reno and underbid ’em on street 
paving and highway construction 
work 

Aut oils imps, equipped with 
hot and rold Water and clean 
sheet ire putting crimp in Reno 
hotel } ess More than 26 aute 





| Par. 


Joe Cody back in town agenting. | 


disappearing 








Ben Serkowich pulled up here for | 





| week 


ropes at | 


| man 
|editor of the ‘Ledger,’ has been set- 


; house in 


Warner hostess 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Pete Loro taking up golf. 
Freddy Mack in for chinfest. 
Abe Pardoll not married yet 
Whatever became of Marty Dale? 
Dayt Saltsman has scr2en ambi- 


| tions. 


Sal Spinelli took nosedive from a 


pit piano. 

Max Berman still has the same 
ambition.’ 

Jack Markie mistaken for a SI 
bert usher 


. - 
Ray McGrath making a rep as a 


y Y riot 
monologist. 


Barney Rapp becoming a regular 
first-nighter. 

Rosa Ponselle on mend after ep. 
in local hosp 

Harry Cohen’s wife sees ni 
films a week. 

Midge Fately damaged a paw on 


stairway. 
That Eddie 
‘sandbag’ 
Milton Shubert 
to catch tryout, 
Bolton-Cipriano orch into Wilcox’s 
for summer season. 
Harry Berman’s symphony a sell- 
out and a knockout. 
Locals miss burleycue, 
folded in Bridgeport. 
Eugene O'Neill, Jr., 
prize at Yale. 
Gaming wheel operators at 
Rock in test. 
Mansfield Grove dance spot opens 
season of name orchs. 
David Pardoll on final 


Weaver-Russ Spang 
stunt, 
Creek 


into Stony 


which 


wins Noyes- 
Cutter 
Savin 


lose out 


directing 


| assignment for season. 


Molar extractions left Freddy Sco- 
ville two pounds lighter. 

Film Row presented Regina Mor- 
gan with wardrobe trunk. 

Looks like Bill Barry has lease on 
College and Crown corner. 

Red Early claims he 
larly now he's. living home. 

Elm City. Players folded 
‘Three Live Ghosts’ May 23. 

Bing Crosby has a nifty drawing 
of himself by Russ Columbo. 

Jack McBride steps from hoofing 
into a legit role temporarily. 

As George Bronfin’s voice 
thicker his hair gets thinner. 

Ralph MacGowan due from Coast 
soon to join Arthur Corp. locally. 

William Yale, newspaper and ad- 
vertising man, died here May 12. 

R. Halford Forster staged Parish 
Players’ Shubert tryout in Branford. 

Joe Candullo, conductor Seven 
Gables Inn band, breaks out as m.c. 

Jack Sanson in from New Britain 
to assume Roger Sherman worries. 

Lenny Hayton and Eddie Lang 
want to enter Olympics broadjump- 
ing. 

Arthur Lake has some swell pic- 
tures of Dixie Lee among his sou. 
venirs. 

They’re 
trips to 
dome. 

Bernie Hynes resigns from Arthur 
organization to go RKO with Her- 
schel Stuart. 

Freddy Johnson collects auto- 
graphed photos for his prospective 
ball-and-chain. 

Mrs. Bing Crosby in 
at ‘Heigh-Ho Everybody,’ 
slammed radio racket. 

Tom Brown hops to New London 
Garde to dish out entertainment 
for summer to the millionaires. 


fats 


rezu- 


with 


rets 


mt.-clinmbing 
Dick Nashs 


running 
summit of 


audience 
which 


| Newark 


By C. R. Austin 


Bennie Finklestein qualifies as 
WB's Bing Crosby. 
Ben Weshner won a necktie for 


an ‘honest’ rental inquiry. 

Marion Roberts and Jimmy 
Faughn have decided to do it. 

Al Zimbalist working on Ziegfeld 
te get one of his tabs for local WB 
houses. 

Elliott Kabison chairman of the 
membership committee of the War- 


| ner Club. 


Proctor’s last 
number 4 to 


Perkins at 
dropped from 
number 2. 

Gerry Vorman is authority that 
Ida Krinzman has eyes as attrace 


Ray 


|tive as a 24-sheet. 


L. T. Russell, owner of the 
‘Ledger,’ starting for a month's 
vacation in California. 

John Lyons of Bloomfield now 


managing Florence Case, the Alice- 
Blue-Gown girl of WOR. 


Cameraman Lutz of Universal is 
over here once a week. Last week 
|he took Babe Ruth at the Stadium 


for an Orphans’ benefit. 

Nat Mutnik of the Castle, Irving- 
ton, promoted $2,000 worth of furni- 
ture and biggest business house has 
ever known on a Monday. 

Squabble between Eddie Snider- 
and Russell Porter, executive 


tled without letting blood. 

Frank Costa won the last weekly 
prize, a radio, in the Kalmine con- 
itest. He is aiso leading for extra 
|credits in the grand contest 


For the opening of Warner s’ new 
tidgewood, Louis Bragei 
one local paper ti d up with a 


* ‘ the 
ontest and the 


has 
other with a slogan conte 

One-hour parking 
strictly entorced anda 
kill a ticket Even kidd 
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law is being 
impossible to 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Willard C. Patterson's in town. 


German film house has folded; no 


biz. 
Fourth and last week for ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 
Ruth and pianist, 


Fred Kaiser, 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 








anticipating. 

Art Catlin of Stillman back from 
vacash in N. Y. 

‘Sam Bradley to put on ‘Precedent’ } 
in Little theatre. 

George Gould’s baritone 
club’s new sensashun. 

Closing date again postponed by| 
Playhouse to May 29. 

George Williams is coming back} 
to New China May 27. 

Dorothy Frank, dance groomer, 
laid up by append. op. 

Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels may 
co-star in Ohio’s stock. 

Liv Lanning, resigned from Pal- 
ace, taking rest in A. C. 

Troy Singer's hotcha musikers 
slated for downtown spot. 

George Stevens to manage Cameo 
under new grind pic policy. 

Frankie Burns’ pater coming from 
Italy to look over his nitery 

Fifth year on Goodline 
opened by Dick Reed’s band. 

Florian DeNarde, ex-Palace 
sistant, now selling golf balls. 

Nat Wolf back from Manhattan 
convention with kidney trouble. 

Nick Sutmsier, Harry Wong's 
p. a., going to Myers Lake Park. 

Straw-hat season opened by Ches- 
ter Hale gals in street hat parade. 

Art Cook, ex-radio ed, blossoming 
out at Pheasant as orchestra leader. 

After sending .out season passes 
to cricks, one house here folded next 
week. 

Though just 86, Dudley S. Hum- 
phrey, popcorn king, still refuses to 
retire. 

Renee Burdett, concert promoter, 
sealed to E. J. Paynter, N. Y. en- 
gineer. 

Reginald Denny latest signed by 
Bob McLaughlin for his 20th stock 
season. . 

Ansley Whittendale, former Hanna 
manager, is hunting in Fort Scott, 
Kansas. 

Stranded burleskers finally pro- 
moted enough mazuma to scram 
outa town. 

Industrial commission stopped 
Biliy Tilton’s kid revue from playing 
vaude here. 

Addie Addison putting flock of fir 
trees in State’s lobby for summer 
atmosphere. 

Warners forming local recreation 
club for employes, with clubrooms 
in exchange. 

Lee Handon, local singer, finally 
got “ radaro--break - viare"Maurice 
Spitalny’s band. 

Norm Siegel and Ben Bernie beat 
Gene and Glenn at golf only because 
of Siegel's 200 handicap. 

Suburban amusement parks giv- 
ing sheets bad break by broadcast- 
ing instead of advertising. 

Phil Selznick taking over Willo- 
wick Country club June 9, opening 
with Marion McKay’s band. 

Pola Negri sent photo to Ward 
(What-a-Man) Marsh, inscribed 
‘With My Biggest Thought.’ 

Warners reported seeking Public 
Halli for 13 weeks in fall, offering 
$26,000 for rental, but local moguls 
denied it. 

Zucker & Labowitz, bookers of 
Friars’ Frolic here, lost a grand on 
advance publicity when club can- 
celled date. 

Mentioning Ben Bernie’s cocktail 
party for scribes got Sid Andorn, 
town’s Winchell, in dutch. George 
Davis, his boss, asked to make a re- 
traction. 


is Plaza 


boat 


as- 








Montgomery 


By Tom Hali 





Marathon dance hurting biz. 

Strand has staff of new faces. 

sill Wolfson, RKO rep, in town. 

No one ever hears from Bolivar 
Hyde. 

Sam Suggs, former Par employe, 
married. 

Frozen 
opening. 

‘Advertiser’ ball club beats ‘Jour- 
nal’ outfit. 

Giveaway nights at Par drawing 
big crowds. 

Some talk of Southeastern base- 
ball closing. 

Little theatre enjoyed nice sea- 
son business. 

Teddy Grace, radio performer, on 
Strand vaude. 

This town will support good stage 
entertainment. 

Giveaway nights 
crowds at Par. 

Local baseball club owners reduce 
admission fees. 

Richard Kennedy, Par mgr., book- 
ing good vaude. 

Sunday railroad excursions help- 
ing business here. 

Richard Kennedy attends business 
meeting in B’ham. 

Birmingham merchants want the- 
tres open on Sunday. 

Jimmie Pepper, Strand, promises 
better amateur vaude. 


custard establishments 


getting the 


Tommy McConnell takes over 
management at Strand. 
Lloyd Townes, Academy mer., 


Selma, says business ok. 


Carl Scott to Salt Lake for Co- | 
lumbia. 

Cy Trobbe and wife idling at 
Waikiki. | 

Bill Kyne off to Kansas City for| 
the races. 

Arthur Ward back in town with} 
his gilded hoops. 

‘Sheriff’ Hickey prowling around 


the Metro exchange. 
George Munson, Fox 
marrying Cora Wilson. 
Sid Goldtree took to bed after his 
disappointing Vancouver trip. 
Marjorie Young (Carmelita of 
KPO) rode in the Salinas rodeo. 
Arnold Seymour promoted to ad 
manager of Emporium dept. store. 
Smash-bang pony season over at 


musician, 


Tanforan; reopens next September. 

Harold Wright, manager of the 
State, Hollister, elected to city 
council. 

Walter Armstrong and Bob Pow-/} 
ers up looking for theatre decorat- 
ing business, 

Ed and Peggy Fitzgerald have! 
taken a house in Sausalito and 


commute daily . 

Sam Goldwyn’'s brother, Bernard 
Goldfish, in court to legally change 
his name to Bernard Fish. 

In addition to his Fox exec duties, 
Charlie Thall stooges for a magic 
store with an exploding pencil. 
First of the Disabled Vets boxing 
bouts at civic auditorium drew big 
house of 8,000 with gross of $6,228. 
Bill Perlberg up from Hollywood 
to collect his commission on Al 
Jolson’s $22,000 for a week at the 
Fox. 

Jim Riley took a couple of his 
Simp'‘ex projectors out to Shriners’ 
hospital to show the crippled kids a 
flock of pictures. 

Two oldtimers who died this week 
were Aimee Fallon, known to legit 
as Anne Malone, and Fred Young, 
old Tivoli opera singer. 

Hulda McGinn and Pat McCarthy 
are going sca-rewy telling hundreds 
of phoners that theirs is the Cali- 
fornia Theatre Association offices, 
not the California theatre. Blame it 
on ‘Grand Hotel’ at the latter show- 
house, 

George Cunningham, staging 
‘Lovetime,’ showed his hoofers all 
the routines he knew and had to 
spend the rest of the day in bed. 
Billy Hansen, Cunningham's asst., is 
son of Ole Hansen, former Seattle 
mayor. ~ * ’ : . 
Louie B. Mayer and Raoul Walsh 
were here for the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce convention, and Mayer 
arranged with Governor’ Rolph, 
Chief Justice Waste and Director 
of Finance Vandegrift for a fishing 
expedition that will take them away 
from the city May 27. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 











Gettin’ hot. 

Night club biz upping. 

Taxi fares down to lic. 

Straws just getting around. 

Kari Hoblitzelle looks happy. 
Night baseball bugaboo back. 
Publix-Melba goes split weeks. 
John Friedl honored with farewell 
feed. 

Bess Fairtrace has a yen for sport 


togs. 
Charlie Savage busiest p.a. on the 
stem. 


Coupla worries hinged around 
| P-P execs’ return from the L. A. 
| rally. 

Sam Bernard representing the 


}south in Dancing 





Bab Langley makes walking a 
habit. 

Door signs extinct, even for divish 
execs. 

Town stili legitless and no pros- 
pects. 

Rosco Ates peeped around between 
planes. 

Charlie Terminy, film lab expert, 
locating. 

Little theatre making drive for 
members, 

Mebbe Alex Keese will stick to 
show biz. 

Rialto bunch thinking vacations— 
not aloud. 

Eddie Barr 
will marry. 

North Bigbee, ‘News’ mugg, writ- 
ing a novel. 

Some bird introduced one of those 
singing robots. 

Faye Lemmon tarries for some 
home-towning. 

Alex Courtney, Billie Burke's new 
juve, Dallasite. 

Horace McCoy, 
signed by RKO. 

Curt Beck's music week contest 
got on page one. 

Swim season and cooling systems 
adding headaches. 
Oscar Blatt, 
agent, still eating. 

Mandarin Inn, town’s first chink 
night spot, opens. 

Film row restaurateur bills him- 
self ‘Pete, the Sap.’ 

Texas and Melrose 
dickering for vaude. 

Bobby Meeker slated for opening 
of Baker roof garden. 

Margaret LeBlanc and Mildred 
Cooper, beauts, rate F&M payroll. 


insists Bill Wolfson 


local scribbler, 


vaude 


surviving 


class nabes, 





Walling Keith making good as as- 
sistant editor the ‘Advertiser.’ 


Considerable concern over vaude 
for the summer stretch. Both RKO 





CHATTER 


and P-P 
summers, 

Relief campaigners canvassing va- 
cant lots for gardens to raise grub. 


dropped flesh past two 


Masters’ meet at 
Toronto. 

Merchants worried over Sears- 
toebuck’s new gag—free taxis for 
customers. 

This burg, reputed sahara, 
wet with a bang, politically 
otherwise. 

Papes raved because Horace Mc- 
Coy, native scribe, played a cop in 
‘Vivienne Ware.’ 

Prospects for another vaudeless 
summer, spelling better biz for the 
neighborhooders. 


goes 
and 





Washington 


Nick Altrock priming an act. 

Pat Rooney entertained at 
Press Club. 

James Hay, Jr., editing a ‘Who's 
Who in Radio.’ 

Rialto closed for the season; 
cooling system. 


Huey Long promises the press a 
shrimp creole dinner. 


A. K. Shipe leads the Chamber 
of Commerce to a shad bake. 


Mason Peters and Jack Connolly 
collaborating on a screen script. 

Ringling Brothers turn-away on 
two performances; grossed close to 
$70,000. 

Moe Glazer, off the financial pages 
of the Philadelphia ‘Record,’ back 


the 


no 





on the ‘Post.’ 

Musicians’ Union bought a ritzy 
piece of property on i6th street for 
new headquarters. | 

Ona Munson, ingenue with the 
National Theater Players, contract- 
ed to sing over the air. 

Freddie Sherman, juvenile with 
the National players two seasons 
ago, back to play a special engage- 
ment. 

Merrill Rogers, author of Jane 
Cowl’s new play, ‘Thousand Sum- 


mers,’ is Sendtor Bob LaFollette‘s 
brother-in-law, and a hob-nobber 
hereabouts. 





St. Louis 


Street car strike off until at least 
June 1. Theatre managers tickled. 

Lou Pollock out as p.a. at RKO 
St. Louis. Jack Read succeeds him. 

Liberty: closing its run of foreign 
and unusual American films. Fans 
no go for them. 

Katherine Cornell, while not 
breaking any records here, doing as 
well as most legit attractions this 
year. 

Stage shows are about to make 
their exits from local cinemas. St. 
Louis already without vaude and 
Ambassador has given eight weeks’ 
notice to musicians pending de- 
cision. Leaves only Fox, which is 
in hands of receivers. 

Principals chosen for Muny Opera 
include Yvonne D’Arle, Charlotte 
Lansing and WNaiaiie Halli as 
Pprimas; Guy Robertson, . Leonard 
Ceeley, Allan Jones and Clifford 
Newdahl as leading men. All-St. 
Louis chorus of 80, first production 
June 6, 


fens 


By S. B. Tali 








Seven jockeys in one local hospital 
simuitaneously last week. 

Burlesque houses to take advan- 
tage of Sunday opening law. 

Election eve film drew 140,000. 


People, not grands. Shows were 
gratis. 
‘Charity Day’ at Pimlico gave 


over $32,000 to the. state’s unem- 
ployed. 

Mildred Natwick of the local Vag- 
abond Theatre group going with 
University Players. 

Mildred Natwick of this town 
joining the University Players up 
Cape Cod way for their summer 
rep at West Falmouth. 

Met-op season at local Lyric 
netted just twelve bucks and seven- 
ty-two coppers to the Baltimore 
Opera club, local sponsors. 

Motion Picture Owners of Mary- 
land decided that lost articles un- 
claimed in theatres will go to Good- 
will Industries, charity organization. 

For first time the women’s angle 
of the Pimlico Preakness went on 
the air. Nancy Turner, morning 
fashion speaker at WBAL, Balti- 
more, fed the NBC network with 
what the girls are wearing. 

Governor Ritchie bowed as a 
thespian in the local performance 
of the Friars’ Frolic at the Lyric. 
His Excellency appeared in the grill 





room scene which closed the show. 
| Together with E. Lester Muller, 
president of the Baltimore City 
;Council, he was guest of honor of 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 





Stock out at Westchester, Mt. 
Vernon, after 4€ weeks. 

Yonkers block-aid campaign se- 
cured pledges for $3,325,000. 

Pine Tree Inn, Tuckahoe, class 
road house, is no more. Stripped 
by Feds. 

Escaped ape from Playland circus 
caused jungle hunt in Sound towns. 
Recaptured. 

In Lit Digest poll Ossining went 
88% wet without the aid of War- 
den Lawes’ boarders. 

Clergy and women’s clubs seek- 
ing to sidetrack roller skate mara- 
thon headed for Yonkers. 

Failure of public support of 
County Center activities threatens 
to close the big auditorium. 

County operated attractions at 
Playland cut 15 to 50% by Director 
Frank W. Darling. Concessions 
considering. 

Anti-prohi movement in West- 
chester seeks to enroll 100,000 
women who will talk and vote for 
bigger and better beers, etc. 

Seven new plays in summer 
stock at Beechwood theatre on 
Frank A. Vanderlip estate at Scar- 
borough. John Sheppard, Jr., and 
Frank Buchanan, latter Little The- 
atre man from Philly, directing. 

Edith Barrett, Eric Dressler, G. 
P. Huntley, Jr., Beatrice Hereford, 
Dorothy Sands, Rowland Drew and 
Edith Van Cleve engaged for sum- 
mer stock at Westchester Play- 
house, Lawrence Fadms, Mt. Kisco. 
Arthur Sircom stage manager. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


The Mike Cullens thinking about 
adopting a baby. 

Margie Nelson off to Chicago for 
a nite club date. 

Johnny Harris outfitting his pent- 
house with a gym. 
Teddy Joyce now in 
m.c. at Golden Gate. 
Karl Krug’s two-week press work 
for Friars’ Frolic all in vain. 
Jerry Mayhall never wears his 
specs while conducting an overture. 

Phelps Twins back at Penn, their 
third visit to town in less than a 
year. 

George Young  shdvitig off for 
Philly to spend the summer at his 
home there. 

Dells, roadhouse, making another 
stab at summer trade with Etzi 
Covato’s band. 

Gene Sheldon guest conductor for 
a day of John McNulty’s ‘Press’ 
dramatic column. 

Joe Shuman, ‘Post-Gazette’ city 
ed, now carrying a little Irish ter- 
rier around, the mugg. 

Charlie Danver, columnist, get- 
ting threatening letters from anony- 
mous friends of slain racketeer. 

Fay Templeton’s first appearance 
in ‘Pinafore’ at the Nixon, was ap- 
plauded for fully two minutes. 

Warm weather's officially here; 
Harry Brown has blossomed out in 
one of those white flowing ties. 

Dave Broudy’s golf already of 
midseason calibre, with the old 
maestro cracking around 80 at 
Schenley. 

Jack Simons decided to discard 
his spats when a local columnist 
ribbed him about wearing ‘em in 
mid-May. 

Friends here tickled at Harry 
Mervis’ break in getting Otto Kru- 
ger’s role in Chicago cast of ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law.’ 

Johnny Mitchell, the organist, 
drives to Erie every week to con- 
duct a kiddies’ club he organized 
while working there. 

Stanley Gosnell, asst. manager of 
the Penn, handling road-show en- 
gagements of ‘Grand Hotel’ in three 
nearby communities. 

Lew Conrad’s band 
month’s engagement at William 
Penn Hotel’s Urban Room this 
week, succeeding Hal Kemp. 

Dick Powell's pals framed his 
homecoming, sending 20 ragged 
urchins carrying a banner to the 
station to welcome him back. 

Howard Marsh, a Phi Gamma 
Delta, had his fraternity brothers 
from the Pitt chapter as his guests 
at the Gilbert and Sullivan opening 
here, 

It’s twin girls for Helen Miller 
Schulze. She was Grace Brinkley’s 
understudy in ‘Flying High,’ and 
played the role in the No. 2 com- 
pany. 

Harris theatre, WB first-run 
grind house on Diamond _ street, 
closed for summer, first of a flock 
of expected warm weather shut- 
downs, 

With closing of Olympic in Stu- 
benville, O., for summer, Kenny 
Kenfield returns te Stanley as as- 
sistant to Bill Scott, Norman Bailey 
becoming house treasurer. 

Rosco Ates’ daughter didn't join 
his act until a day after stuttering 
comic opened here. An egg gag 
with Ates cost Bernie Armstrong 
the price of cleaning a new summer 





’Frisco as 


opens a 





the Friars, 


suit. 








—————————— 


San Diego 


By Lon Smith 





Double bills at nabes. 

Marble machines all over town 

Coronado Tent City to open Soon 

Bootlegging songs here on street 
corners. 

Sid Fuller's book, 
doing nicely. 

Troupers’ 


‘Decade in Blue; 


club has taken 


official nurse. oT 
Tom Armstrong out as manager 

at Mission Beach. 7 
Fox Orpheum offering two feu~ 


tures for two bits. 

Ralph Haywood trying musical 
comedy stock at Savoy. 

Fritz Field with Savoy 
Raymond Teal producing. 

Fox house giving away autos and 
electric refrigerators to drag ’em in 

Mike Lustig covered so many res 
citals and concerts music week he 
got dizzy. 

Baron Long reported to have 
bought out the Bowman interest at 
Agua Caliente. 

Unemployed musicians’ concert in 
Russ auditorium, music week fea. 
ture, drew less than 150. 

Joe Dryer circused the opening of 
his new furniture display rooms 
with entertainment, prizes ’n every. 
thing. 


company, 


_ Extra $300 tax imposed on 
Tijuana saloons by Mexico City 
making it plenty tough for the small 
spots. 


Louisville 
By M. W. Hall 


Gayety closed for summer. 

U. L. Players close season 
‘Kempy.’ 

Richmond Club has leased Edge- 
water Garden for summer. 

Truman Stanley, National player, 
out of town for two weeks on biz. 

J. W. Rogers, pressagey for 
Brown theatre, removed in economy 


with 


| drive. 


Samuel S. Friedman, mgr. Ken- 
tucky hotel, made colonel on Gov. 
Laffoon’s staff. 

Haden Read out at Loew’s. Thea- 
tre even does without maid in 
ladies’ room now. 

Falls City Amusement Co. ended 
dog races at Jeffersonville track 
Saturday night (21). 

American Legion, Jefferson Post, 
cries ‘communists’ at American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

Mark Fisher concluded engage- 
ment at Rialto May 19. Roy Gins- 
berg, member of band, going to Inn 
Logola. 

Johnny Hoagland, pressagey for 
Grand Opera here weeks ago, en- 
xyagéed Dy National to baild up stock 
patronage. 

Berry Bingham, son of ‘Times- 
C-J’ publisher, is father of boy, 
although personally under quaran- 
tine with scarlet fever. 

Roscoe Fawcett, Minneapolis pub- 
lisher, held up at Brown hotel, 
robbed of $75 while attending 
Churchill Downs races. 

Albert Meranda, prosecuting att’y 
of Clark county, across the Ohio, 
has filed suit to stop dog races held 
at Jeffersonville dog track by Falls 
Cities Amusement Co. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 








Opening of brook trout season 
May 15. 

Superiorite reports Bible stolen 
from auto. 

Snow follows 
mercury at 90. 

Jail filled to overflowing with 
prisoners held on liquor counts. 

Theatre folk here need Ed Furni 
back to create interest in golf. 

Union painters and decorators 
took voluntary wage cut of 25%. 

Aviation club will place air mark- 
ings as aid to flyers entering Du- 
luth. 

State barber’ inspector 
against unsanitary shops, 
seven operators. 

Coppers get palms read and then 
drive fortune teller from city on 
vagrancy charge. - 

Otto Wendt back from New York 
without a charter for a musicians 
union in Superior. 

‘Vanities,’ playing the Orpheum 
May 29-30, will be the first musical 
to visit Duluth in three years. 

Theatre execs worried over croP 
hazards in South Dakota with tem- 
perature hitting 99 at Aberdeen. 

Revival of old films at New As- 
ter brings record patronage for en- 
tire week, says manager Wm. H. 


heat wave with 


drive 
arrests 


| Claybrook. 


Hundred scofflaws under sentence 
for liquor law violations recruited 
a bootleggers’ band, which led their 
way in triumph to the railway sta- 
tion en route to prison. 

Knute Heldner, Duluth artist, re- 
cently returned from Paris, turns 
vagabond for summer. With wife, 
Collette Pope Heldner, art student, 
he starts motor tour of south. 

Alan Wallace, director of Little 
Theatre, will leave June 10 to joip 
the Hampton Players at South- 
hampton, L. I. Mrs. Wallace, whe 
has been with him in the company 
for several summers, will not work 
this season as she has a four 
month old son, 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Scarface’s’ Glowing Heroine 


An actress is lucky to crash the 
screen in a Howard Hughes pro- 
duction. It guarantees her the at- 
tention of the industry besides the 
full realization of her picture pos- 
sibilities. One Hughes 
Jean Harlow, has done exceedingly 
well by herself and her alma mater 
since graduation. Billie Dove, after 
a post-graduate course in the same 
institution, amazed her friends with 
her sudden new grasp of emotion, 
and now Ann Dvorak, a Hughes 
daisy chain girl in ‘Scarface,’ bids 
fair to outstrip her predecessors in 
pringing glory to the school that 
gave her her start. 

‘Scarface’ has been a long time 
reaching the theatres. Meanwhile, 
Miss Dvorak has gone to work for 
Warners and her “The Crowd Roars’ 
and ‘Molly Louvain’ beat ‘Scarface’ 
to Broadway by several weeks. 
Though faint traces of the novice 
blur the job as a whole, as Cesca 
in ‘Scarface’ she looks lovelier, her 
hair is coiffed more interestingly, 
and she acts with more truth, more 
sympathetic appeal, more alluring 
femininity than in any of her sub- 
sequently made films. 


Her emotional scenes are written 
right on the brink of ranting melo- 
drama, but she keeps them on the 
safe side of conviction with a natu- 
ral skill and. understanding that 
experience alone can never develop. 
She gets the very best studio co- 
operation in ‘Scarface,’ and she 
merits the best. 

Karen Morley too blooms in ‘Scar- 
face,’ keeping the promise she made 
in her earlier releases, She too is 
warmer, softer, far more heady in 
her charm than eyer before. She 
looks lovelier, too, in this picture. 
Before, her appeal was all cerebral. 
Here she’s lazily feline, and while 
she remains a little too well-born 
for a blonde moll, she has enough 
pliability to offset it. Ines Palange, 
east as Scarface’s mother, makes 
of her a heroic, infinitely tragic 

gure. 


Snakes at the Roxy 


The Roxy sees the East as a ter- | 
with | 
..dancing girls and snakes, and to the | 


ritory alternately infested 
Roxy these two groups sometimes 
merge into one. In this week's 
stage shows, ‘Gems From _ the 
Orient,’ Patricia Bowman starts as 
the trained cobra of a huge Indian 
fakir painted on the backdrop, a 
viper who dances on a high plat- 
form supported by the magician’s 
flute. 

Soon Miss Bowman throws off 
her snake skin; it’s a confining 
garment which interferes with the 
best execution of a good snake- 
hips. Skin-colored leotards permit 
a wider and lower latitude of move- 
ment. Snakes have taken undue 
credit for a dance which has none 
of their lazy indolence. 

Noxeyettes can be individual 
snakes or one great big one. 
They're equally effective either 
Way. Costumed in green sequined 
long tights with snake skin mark- 
ings, they come writhing out of 
the fakir’s snake basket a gigantic, 
dangerous python, a python with 
the fascinating ability to get itself 
into one mathematically straight 
line and kick with magically ac- 
quired legs. When it’s all tired out, 
it curls itself around a spiral ramp 
placed center stage and goes to 
sleep bathed in green and _ blue 


lights to intensify its murky men- | 


ace, 
this snake made up of thirty-two 
equal parts. 


The ballet corps continue as nice | 


girls in the Orient, first cavorting 
about with birds of bright plumage, 
later temple dancers 


bizarre formations suit the pagoda 
Outlines of their costumes. 


Elissa Needs Care 

Elissa Landi is still waiting for 
the opportunity to turn the Great 
American picture public 
conscious. ‘The Woman in Room 
13’ sways them no whit from their 
fealty to Garbo. Miss Landi has 
valuable materials for carving a 
®izeable niche in their screen affec- 
tions, but she hasn’t been able to 
get going. She needs production en- 


couragement and care; she’s re- 
ceived only publicity. 
Manner—that quality for which 


Hollywood actresses strive so des- 
perately, radiates from Miss Landi 
with no trouble at all. The others 


yearn to be thought perfect ladies; | 
Miss Landi couldn’t stop being one 


alumna, | 2 : : 
jthe agonized, sickly faces currently 

} . . 

|; worn by the important stars out of 


even if she wanted to. 
fide. She’s wholesome, too, with 
none of the priggish innocence that 
fastens on the screen’s good little 
ingenues, and she has a healthy sort 
of beauty that could be made very 
desirable, if only by contrast with 


their deep respect for Garbo. 

For the screen, however, these 
individual Landi attributes have to 
be accented; they must be clearly 
defined. Miss Landi needs sympa- 
thetic costuming—clothes essentially 
simple and undetailed, garments of 
classic Grecian line, stylized 
fures cleanly sculptured to the shape 
of her head rather than the prettily 


and which deprives her of the neces- 


voice and diction are pleasant to 
hear. 


tention. 
It’s a much restrained Myrna Loy 


in ‘The Woman in Room 13.’ She's 
become less opulent of figure, act- 
ing, and eye make-up, and as a 
result of her return to naturalness 
she’s acquired sympathetic appeal. 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 
vich, will probably be in Constance 
Bennett’s ‘Two Against the World.’ 


1IATSE Threatens U 
IATSE locals issued a strike ulti- 








She’s bona | 


coif- | 


indefinite hairdress she now wears) 
sary photographic indiviuality. Her | 
They have beauty and style. | 


She must match them with her ap- | 
pearance if she’s to ensnare fan at- | 


who plays the half-hearted villainess | 





Did You Know That— 


Edgar Allen Woolf has a 
Roman sunken bath in his 
Hollywood home...puluueeese 
Dorothy Mackaill wears a 
lovely pink tulle gown, with 
petals, at the Paramount this 
week...her hair cut is unbe- 
coming tho...Ledova’s jazz 
ballet is a peach...Miriam 
Hopkins is in rhapsodies over 
her adopted baby...Tashman’s 
in town...Lily Damita, 
uth Chatterton looks 
lovely in a filmy gown with 
a shoulder effect of ruching, 
in ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
...Freddie Astaire lunched at 
one of the local speaks the 
other day with an unusual 
looking blonde...Rufus Le- 
Maire is expected in these 
parts this week. ..Herb Cruick- 
shank was, at one time, Ameri- 
can Consul in Ireland...Marian 
Spitzer returns soon from the 
Coast, with bangs. ..Inez 
Courtney was a riot doing 
impromptu clowning at one of 
the Beverly Hills parties... 
the Roy Roystons are in town 
after touring for months with 
the Fred Stone show. 


I ack 
0...R 


+ 
if 











| of $48-a-week assfstant film editors 
|to operate projection equipment, a 
($54 job. Universal obeyed. 


Sullivan Super ‘Train’ 
Charles Sullivan gets supervision 
| of Radio’s ‘Deportation Train.’ Paul 
| Stein will direct. Story in adapta- 
|tion by Ben Markson and Casey 
| Robinson. 





Stagehand Sues Union 
Sid Koster, 21 years in the stage- 
hands’ local, is asking $40,000 dam- 


ages over expulsion for working un-| 


|der scale at the Music Box last 
| Christmas. 
, him and three others to the job as 


Claims the local sent} 





TT 


— eee 





Uneommon Chatter | 


By Ruth Morris 


caletiall 











The MacKaill Approach 





Prize Committee; the ‘Butter and 


Dorothy Mackaill favors the old-| Ess Man’ appears on Broadway 


style personal appearance frock for | hoked up as ‘The Tenderfoot to 
| the grimacing enthusiasm of Joe E. 


i her debut on the stage of the Para- 


mount Theatre. She doesn't agree 
with other visiting film stars whose 
displayed Vionnets and Chanels 
have shown that Hollywood knows 
a thing or two about the houses of 
grande couture. 

| Miss Mackaill is satisfied with 
the American cinema product. She 


ends cac vards a 


f pink chiffon, 
draped over satin and floating from 
a high, girlish waistline. Pink 


coyly at the shoulders. 
expensive note, there are rhine- 
stones tracing a modest but diaph- 
anous neckline. Miss Mackaill sings 
pleasantly, dances in the g00d 
company of the David Bines Ballet 
|and two efficient partners, and chats 
| soodhumoredly with Jack Benny. 
When she becomes less conscious 
| of her visible audience the ex- 
| Ziegfeidian will improve an agree- 
| able personal appearance. 

| YLedova’s dancing is of the sort 
picture audiences like. It’s chic, 
well-defined and smartly costumed. 
It isn’t troublesomely modern nor 
‘it its humor too subtle. The ballet 
works in smartly with the mood 
|and character of her numbers. 





G. S. K. Humbled 


George Kaufman has reason to 
discover this week that life isn’t 
jall milk and honey. The good 
comes with the bad. ‘Of Thee I 
the Pulitizer 








A versatile, fearful monster, | 


posturing | 
through an Oriental routine whose | 


Landi- | 



















































































matum against Universal on the use an excuse for ousting. ‘Sing’ is honored by 
A condensed review in points on the women ef the stage rrentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. — ; 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 
Slight comment is added. 
A 3 § 2 
a é SS . © 
Ty © * F s 
iff £ i fz Oe 
vf oF FSF HFS 
ad . © 4 Y Total Comment. 
PALACE 

Grace Hayes...... 8 & 9 $ 6 8 10 & 8 10 83 Finished exponent of chatty 
songs wins audience with 
facial charm and an un- 

usual routine. Inadequately 
i costumed. 
Queenie Smith.... 8 10 9 & 6 8 10 a 3 b 77 Light song and dance turn 
; enlivened by a musical 
comedy personality. 

Jean Hubert...... 6 6 &§ 10 5 6 160 10 q 9 75 Assists her brother’s knock- 

(Jean and Fritz about dance routine and 
Hubert) provides a surprise finish 
. that clinches applause. 
|] Madeline Killeen.. §& 8 106 y Fj 6 © 8 2 > 72 Song-and-dance’ girl who 

(with Milton plays affably dumb to ac- 

Berle) commodate Milton Berle. 
Dorothy Ryan..... 8 3 y é 6 7 8 8 0 & 69 Straight woman who as- 
(with Hal Sher- sumes a large share of the 
man) act’s responsibility. 

Una Cooper....... 6 t 8 g 5 6 9 7 2 9 67 Steps out of line for two pro- 

(20th Cent. Rev.) ficient, poorly groomed 

specialties. ae. 

Bessie Dudiey..... 5 8 10 7 5 7 & 8 0 9 67 Harlem hot-stuff spotted 

(Cooper Orch.) against a hot band. 

Loretta Dennison... 6 6 10 5 é 6 g & é 6 64 Bland mistress of ceremonies 

(20th Cent. Rev.) whose self-confidence would 
be substantiated by trim- 
mer costuming. 

The Misses Col- 

err eve © 9 § io 6 4 g 7 2 8 64 Contribute specialties to 
round out the acrobatics of 

one large, happy family. 
20th Cent. Revue.. 6 7 § 9 5 3 7 & 3 6 62 Brisk and youthful dance line 
L helped by novel presenta- 
} tion. 
Addie MacPhail... 9 10 10 7 v 6 & 4 i) 4 62 Adds beauty and style to the 
| (with Roscoe Ar- Arbuckle monolog. 
buckle) ee A ee ey a ar 

Dorothy Fitzgibbon 7 ¥ » » 6 5 6 7 0 6 60 Should study her good points 

(with Jack Whit- and improve her wardrobe. 

ing) — 
STATE (Girl Crazy Unit) 

Frances Urton.... 9% 10 0 § 5 6 7 6 0 7 70 Chie and agreeable ingenue 
whose grace rates more op- 
portunity for dancing. 

Floria West....... 7 8 § 7 ) 4 7 7 0 & 61 Registers nicely as the one 
specialty dancer in a pro- 
duction erying for special- 

‘Hazel Roumaine., 7 9 § 7 7) 3 5 7 G 7 60 Willing, but inadequate for 
thie hard-boiled role made 
memorabie by Merman. 

Chorus .....0se205 7 § 6 7 5 4 7 8 0 & 6 Routines fresh and blithe for 
vaude house audiences. 





Brown. There must be some thorn 
in the flesh of even a Pulitizer 
Prize Winner. 


‘The Tenderfoot’ could very well 
be that thorn, if Mr. Kaufman is 


|} one to burn over the misinterpreta- 


| 


| brought to life by Gregory 
jhas been done 


petals catch at the skirt and cluster | 
For that| Ginger Rogers is faced with the 


' 
| 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
j 
| 
| 








| just like the Buick? 


'spoken vamp deeply interested 


satire, 

Man, 
Kelley, 
in by conscientious 
Mr. Brown, who batters down hue- 
mor with a slapstick. 


searching 


and Egg 


his rich, 


3utter 


tion of 
The poor 


illogical task of falling deeply in 
love with a slow-thinking cowboy 
who prizes ten-gallon hats, goes a- 
walking in seven-league boots, re- 
leases resounding western whoops 
through Grand Central Station. 
Love like that happens only in the 
comic strips. If audiences don't be- 
lieve her, it’s not Miss Roger's fault. 
Her make-up, performance and cos- 
tumes do as much as they can to 
carry on the plot with conviction, 


It’s a Bionde Menace Now 
When Vivienne Osborn played 
nice parts in pictures she wore 


lark hair, evenly waved and con- 
vvatively moulded. That, evi- 
cently, is the proper Hollywood 
coiffure for a neglected wife and 


tender mother. . 

Now that ‘Two Seconds’ has niade 
her a villainess of the first rank, 
she has become a light, fluffy 
blonde. The transformation may 
have been planned as contrast to 
her vis-a-vis, Edward Robinson. It 
may have deeper significance. Hol- 
lywood may be cherishing the no- 
tion that, when all is said and done, 


brunettes are the nice girls, the 
neglected wives and tender mothers, 
and that blondes are not to be 
trusted. 


Miss Osborn screens beautifully 
urnder her newly acquired blonde- 
ness, fluffs out her hair, flaunts her 


showy costumes, and upholds the 
,malign theory about fair-haired 
ladies. She bites deeply into the 
malice of her part, sustaining it 
through proionged dialog Séquence, 
Gladys Lloyd (Mrs. Robinson), 
Helen Phillips, June Gittleson and 
Jill Dennet contribute carefully 
typed atmosphere, 


O.K. On Two-Fisted Phone 

It isn’t fair for a British picture 
to come out with a flat endorsement 
of American telephones. It smashes 
the best Hollywood traditions. For 
several years American fanettes 
have been told that there’s nothing 
quite so smart as a foreign tele- 


phone—the smartest houses. in 
cinema Mayfair had them. 
Now comes a British film, ‘Re- 


served for Ladies,’ that sponsors the 
crude, two-piece Beii product. Is 
the American telephone ‘chic’? Is 
it being taken up on the Continent, 
What to do? 





| mouerved for Ladies’ throws no 
light on the dilemma, 

In other respects, ‘Reserved for 
Ladies’ is extremely British. It has 
a gay, condescending attitude to- 
ward its plot. Things happen 
easily, without untoward excite- 
ment. Events slip quietly to the 


Alps with a cast that remembers 
to give ‘ski’ its smart, requisite ‘h’ 
sound, 

The two principal girls are British 
to the core—one very outdoors and 
Straight-forward; the other soft- 
in 
beautiful Mayfair diction. Eliza- 
beth Allan and Benita Hume screen 
beautifully and give excellent per- 
formances that need not be snocted 


| by Hollywood. 


LENA RIVERS 


(Continued 


And 


° 


from page 37) 


her. quite coincidentally 
lena’s real pappy is a next door 
neighb and he has a good looking 
boy ward who falls for Lena. The 
finish is as obvious as the opening. 


| Betty Blythe is good looking but 
presumptuous in the role of a so- 
ciety woman and Joyce Compton's 
; acting is too automatic, Miss Hen- 
ry looks a comer from her work 
here. James Kirkwood and Beryl 
Mercer stand out in the cast as 
'they should Miss Mercer's role 
iis a brief one. She sobs at the 
opening, smiles in the middle and 
dies towards the finish. Kirkwood 
is solemn throughout. shan. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 


‘Variety’ and 





Waltes Wanger was proposing a 
‘tacular production fairy 
tale to be toured in the fall for the | 
Red Cross. Generic title of ‘Once | 
Upon A Time’ with a new story. | 
each year, first to be ‘Snow White.’ 
Figured it to go into the as yet} 


unopened Capitol. 


of a 


sner 





and Al Woods} 
Fltinge wanted | 
after six 


Julian Eltinge 
split .heir contract. 
into pictures 


Woods. 


to years 


with 


o 
SV 


Cireuses were having trouble get- 


iots. All under cultivation for 


ting 
war provisions. 

Ziegfeld was planning a $5 tdp 
fcr the premiere vf the ‘Follies.’ 


Then back to $3 for the run. 





Theatrical 
Assn. were talking 
club. Got $10,000, but never 
enough, 


Managers Protective | 
about a lunch 
raised 


New ‘Follies’ inclided Will Rog- 
Bert Williams, Walter Catlett, 
Cc. Fields, Eddie Cantor and 
Fannie Frice, 


ers, 
‘xr 
Wie 





Raymond Hitchcock in ‘Hitchy 
Koo,’ premiered at Atlantic City. 
In suprert were Grace LaRue, Bill 
Rock and Frances White, Leon Er- 
rol and Irene Bordoni. Play favor- 
ably received both there and later 
in -.N..-¥. 

N. V. A. was readying its first big 
benefit. 


George White, who had quit danc- 
ing to go into production, had taken 
Emma Haig for a partner and was 
back in vaude. 


Elfie Fay, whose death had been 
reported four years’. previously, 
bounced in on N. Y. Had been in 
Africa and India. 


390 YEARS AGO 


‘Clipper’) 





(From 





Weather in late May turned warm 
and a lot of people went to Coney 
Island but nothing open. Season 
officially opened Decoration Day, but 
July 4 was the real start. No one} 
dreamed then of half a million peo- 
ple down there on a warm April) 
Sunday. 





‘Clipper’ expressed doubt that any} 


variety team of two or even four 
persons ever. commanded $400 a 
week. 


Showman tried to borrow a battle- 
ship from the U. 8S, Navy to anchor 
at Coney Island and show for an 
admission fee. Navy had no battle- 
ship to spare, so the idea was off. 


Neil 3urgess presented ‘Josiah 
Allen's Wife’ as a successor to his 
‘Widow Bedot.’ Not much of a play 
but it introduced the treadmill de- 
vice in which a horse and buggy, 
with the horse in motion, remained! 
on the stage for the entire second 


New York City|! 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


After notifying all producers that it was considering either licensing 
ior arranging on a reciprocal basis the use of its new bi-lateral sound 
recording system, Metro had to back water and issue orders that no 
information regarding the new system be given out until it found out 





how it stood on patents. 

According to all sound contracts issued by ERPI any improvement in 
sound, no matter which studio makes the discovery, can be used by any 
other studio. Improvement on sound is open to all studios in the same 

| manner as automotive improvements made by members of the National 
Automobile Manufacturers Ass'n. are available to all members, 

According to sound engineers Metro’s system is not new, having been 
| used by Fox and several independent producers as far back as five years 
ago. Bi-lateral recording means that both edges of the sound negative 
are used for recording. After the film has been run through the sound 
| camera, it is then reversed and the other edge, of the film used to pick 
| up sound Film is then split, both halves .-being used for the cutting. 
While it does not improve sound it cuts the footage of sound negative in 
half. 


Understood that Metro sent out its invitation to other producers to use 
the system, before it had thoroughly gone into the patent angle. 


A $50,000 legal action brought by Arch M. Bowles against Fanchon 
and Marco for an accounting of profits in that corporation was amicably 
settled recently. Several years ago Marco sent Bowles a check for $1,000 
telling him it was his share of the profits of the organization, 

Bowles the time sent the check to Harold B. Franklin, who was 
v.p. of the F. and M. concern and head of. Fox-West Coast, inquiring 
whether it would be okay to accept. Franklin replied in the affirmative. 

However, for a long period Bowles failed to get any more checks, 
suit was threatened by Bowles. When Spyros Skouras took over Fox West 
Coast he heard of the difficulties between the two men. Arriving in San 
Francisco with Marco in his entourage, Skouras told. Bowles and Marco to 


at 


sO 


| go into an adjoining room and settle their differences. In 20 minutes 
both eame out smiling. Skouras asked what happened and Bowles 


replied that he had settled for $2,000. 
‘to fire you for letting that guy 
have gotien the full $50,000. 


‘I have a good mind,’ 
talk you out of the money. 


said Skouras, 
You should 





When Garbo refused to attend the Coast premiere of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
the Chinese, Sid Grauman thought the way was clear to put on a Garbo 
stunt. He hired the best of the numerous Garbo doubles stalking 
through. Hollywood, rented a chinchilla wrap, engaged a distinguished 
looking escort, and rehearsed them in a scene which Grauman felt sure 
would make the front pages. 

With a battery of cameras picking up the arrival of the celebs, Grau- 
man planned to plant one fake camera and as the phony Garbo pro- 
ceeded up through the Chinese outdoor foyer, she was to catch sight of 
the fake camera, march up to it in a mounting rage, knock it down and 
stamp on it. Day of the opening, however, an unaccountable leak re- 
garding the idea reached Garbo’s manager. He circumvented the wily 
Sid by phoning him three hours before the opening that Garbo, herself, 
had suddenly decided to attend the theatre. Faced by the presence in 
person ef Garbo, Grauman hastily cancelled his carefully laid plan, but 
she never showed, and now Grauman is waiting until he plays another 
Garbo picture. 


at 


Cameramen, as well as newspapermen, like to alibi when they 
scooped. Unique in excuses of the newsreel boys, however, 
cerning the Lindbergh case, 

In their projection room editors, getting a first glimpse at -film copy, 
came upon a clip showing a rival reel in the act of grinding on a situa- 
tion which was represented in the official release as the spot where the 
Lindbergh baby was discovered. While the rival Caimeraman Wa. wetns™ 
photographed the boy who was framing the alibi spoke into his own 
recorder: 

‘This is a fake. We are right on the outskirts of the Lindbergh house. 
I am saying this so that you will see I am on the job and that we are 
not being beaten.’ 


are 
is one con- 


Courtenay Terrett’s work on an original for Ruth Chatterton at 
Warners was interrupted by an assignment to go to Sing Sing and talk 
picture angles with Warden Lawes on ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ On 
his return his contract was up and with his agent, Al Rosen, the writer 
negotiated a new agreement with the studio. 

Signing it later, Terrett spotted a six weeks’ layoff clause which had 
taken no part in the conversation. He pocketed the signed copies, 
swapped remarks with Darryl Zanuck, and walked. Terrett later re- 
turned for two weeks to finish the original. Meantime, Rosen said a 
piece result of which is he’s barred from the Warner lot. 





All newsreels caught the Akron ground crew fatalities, but with the 
exception of one, Hearst, edited the gruesome end of the two men who 
fell to their death. 

So ‘strong was the reaction to the complete views of the Hearst camera, 
virtually close-upping the bodies as they thudded to the ground, that 
both the Capitol and the Embassy pulled the clip after one projection. 
Fox editors are said to have opposed using the tragic plunges, but 
Hearst interests supposedly insisted that this footage be included for 
general release. 





Indication of how slim a margin American film companies figure: on 
for some European countries is given by the current trouble in’ Czecho- 
slovakia. Government there wants a straight $450 tax on all imported 
feature films. U. S. companies claim that paying that amount would 
practically’ wipe out possibie profit in the Sour?” and are ready to close 
offices there rather than pay. 

Attitude is that by breaking even, or making a slim profit, the film 





act. Later, Burgess collected large 
royalties from Klaw & Erlanger, 
who used the idea for the chariot 
race in ‘Ben-Hur.’ Burgess held a 
patent on the device. 


Barnum & Bailey were consider- 
ing taking the show to England for 
four months. Steamship company 
offered to take the outfit over and 


back for $80,000. Plenty of money 
for those days. 
Maggie Cline got a medal when 


she closed at the London theatre, 


Forepaugh played 
Philadelphia and 
to local charity. 


his circus in} 
gave the receipts] 
Barnum wrote the 


papers that the gross statement was} 


false. He did $69,115 on week 
and bettered $14,000 on his best day. 
No love lost between them. 


his 


G. A..Farini, who had the human 
cannonball act on the Barnum show, 
notified J. By Doris, W. C. Coup and 
Cooper & Jackson 
ment. Everybody 


doing it. 


against infringe- | 


companies are satisfied to hold on to the market, but if having to take 
a loss, it’s off. 


A month after meeting with Felix Feist over exhibitor charges that 
Metro-Goldwyn had not lived up to a 25-30-35% national sales policy, 
state organizations of indie exhibitors are taking up the quarrel with 
other indie units, 

A statement being issued by the MPTO of Eastern Penna., Southern 
New Jersey and Delaware charges that the Metro conferences failed 
because of poor exhibitor representation, 

Howard Hughes is being requested to muzzle his press agency on the 
Coast Publicity containing slaps at censors and against the Hays 
Organization are not altogether responsible. 

United Artist sales department, according to a letter dictated by Al 
Lichtman, complains of having had more trouble distributing ‘Scarface’ 
than any other picture in the company’s line-up for some time. 





| 





Adolph Ramish, who was active in Coast theatrical and picture busi- 
| ness from the financing end, is reported again going into action. For a 
| number of years he was interested in the financing of independent pic- 
| tures made by Charles Rogers, Asher, Small and Rogers, and Hunt 
| Stromberg. 

Understood that Ramish is now furnishing some of the finances for 
| Rogers’ pictures, which are to be released by Paramount, 





seven year contracts carry 
None for the engaged talent. 


the usual optional clauses for 
Which means Metro can 


Metro's 
} Metro. 


Inside ‘Stnf—Radio 


a 
_ --——--— 


NBC's Chicago sales force’ is trying to tie up the Commonwealth 
Edison Co., on a program idea that it claims will stimulate the con. 
sumption of electric juice beyond the usual bedtime hour. Promotion 
department discovered that the light company’s output took a substan.« 
tial dive after the Amos ’n’ Andy signoff, which is 10:15 p. m. loc ally, 
NBC salesmen say they have a mystery serial that will keep the 





sets 
huming a half hour beyond the usual turnoff period. 

Investment in time, talent and production over WENR would he 
between $3,000 and $3,500 a week. Commonwealth execs seem inclined 
to doubt the possibilities of this experiment. 

Next few weeks will tell whether the networks will be forced to take 


it on the chin over the summer or 
to tide them over till fall. 

Renewals on commercials are being held up by the majority of the air 
advertisers pending congressional action on the tax bills. If the 
mercials decide against renewing both NBC and CBS will have 
time gaps until the fall weather rolls around. 


whether there w'll be enough business 


come 
immense 


Widow of Carlton Coon, band leader who died in Chicago of an 
abscessed tooth, is receiving $200 weekly as long as the Coon-Sanders 
orchestra continues in its present booking at the College Inn, Chic ago, 
Band leaves that spot about June 15. 

Name of Coon is being eliminated completely 
which will in future be known as Joe 
hawks, 


from the orchestra, 
Sanders ar.d his Original Nicht- 


Zieg 


Will Rogers’ cancellation on the xfeld-Chrysler-CBS broadcast Sun- 


day (22), and’ for the forthcoming ‘Zieggy airing (29), was mutually 
agreed upon between the comedian: and Advertisers, Inc., agency 


for 
Chrysler. ‘ 
‘Rogers ‘was under an agreement to appear on four Zieggy broadcasts, 
Each of the two previous periods on which he appeared created some 
trouble.. On both broadcasts he ran overtime and was cut short in the 
middle of his talk. He was also ordered by telegraph ‘to ‘be funny.’ 
Rogers had insisted upon stretching this time feeling that he couldn't 
do himself justice in so brief a time. 


Pete and Aline Dixon’s ‘Raising Junior’ series set a literary 
for the air during its 19 months’ stretch on NBC. 
well as playing them, 
words. 

Amos 'n’ Andy deliver approximately 350,000 words a year, 
participating in the authorship. 


record 
Writing the scripts as 
Dixon pounded out 426 episodes and over 1,000,000 


without 





Inside Stuft—Music 


Sundry complaints from the music bunch who are always complain- 
ing as a general thing, only more so of late. They point out that the 
biggest song plugs seem to sell the least, particularly the rhythmic type 
of numbers. These make for okay performers’ material but don’t mean 
anything to the publisher. 

The writer concurs and then argues that if he essays to write some- 
thing else it won’t be published. So he writes along the same general 
lines and the publisher proceeds along the same g. 1. to land the same 
old plugs which don't sell any sheet music for him. 


Jack Denny_is.the sovg_pyblisher’s delight, Music men aver that.even 
in his struggling days up in Montreal at the Mt. Royal, the now Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria maestro wouldn't even accept a special orchestration, 
claiming that his success is just as dependent on the song material as 
vice versa, 

This differs from many a band which sniffs at the average printed 
arrangement and holds out for special orchestrations. or the $50 neces- 
sary to defray the cost thereof, 





One publisher is said to have a pretty fair ‘in’ with an ad agency. 
At least this firm’s songs are continually authorized to be listed by the 
bands on the radio account, one of the foremost, handled by the agency. 

Band leaders declare they either receive a written notice to include this 
publisher’s tunes on their broadcast or a wire to that effect comes 
through the day of the program. Others are phoned for the same 
purpose. 

Publishers declare the matter of a uniform contract with writers is 
but a matter of minor importance in comparison to other matters with 
Which the music industry is confronted. 

With business shot to pieces; say the publishers, 
tion is the proposed increase in radio license fees. 
ened first, they urge. 





the: first considera- 
Let that be straight- 


Shapiro-Bernstein, for some time against publishing an optimistic 
cheer-up ballad, has finally accepted one for publication. 


It’s ‘The. Clouds Will Soon Roll By,’ authored by Harry Woods and 
George Brown. 





Sammy Fain was trying to sell Jack Robbins a ballad. Robbins was 
undecided, called up his wife and had Fain sing and play three choruses 
over the phane, 


Publisher's frau said she likee, so Robbins took it. 





under the longtermer at any time, but the.talent is given no leeway 
for release unless let out. 

Salary payments under the lengthy agreement are provided for in 
slight increases at the end of optional periods. The graded pay is con- 
trasted more according to the starting sum, like a $150 salary to come 
mence may wind up in the contract at the end of the sixth year at $590. 

No jurist’s mind has as yet passed upon this seven-year contract in 
litigation, there having been thus far no litigation over it. 

Not commonly known is that the Warner distribution department is 
the last word on theatre operation in New York and Brooklyn for that 
company. Joseph Bernhard, Warner theatre operator, has nothing t® 
say concerning the Metropolitan group. 

Abe Warner, over distribution, is the appeal for Harry Charnas, Man- 
hattan operator. Bernhard is over everything else in a WB theatre ways 


Press agent for one of the film companies heard that a staff cut w45 
likely, so went immediately to the head of his department and asked to bé 
allowed to resign. 


Head exec, becoming suspicious that the lad had another offer, talked 


_ him out of quitting and promised a raise. And the p. a. is more solid than 








dismiss | 


ever, 

Instructions from the Coast on many press stories to be released by 
Columbia in New York is that they be sent out in the east a day ifter 
Louella Parsons, Hollywood Hearst chatterer, breaks them in the west 
New York office usually ahides by these orders, » 

Coast end advises that Parsons is breaking the yarn and that N. YX. 


should follow a day later, 


. 





| 
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vicket agencies along Broadway 


have been running in the red al- 
most without exception and the 
prokers are wondering how much 


longer they can take it on the chin. 


Another lean summer looms. Sev- 
eral shows figuring to hold over 
are withdrawing, weakening what- 
ever strength there is in the pre- 
mium ticket field. 

The total loss among the agen- 
cies is estimated at $100,000 sinc: 
Labor Day. That seems a con- 


servative figure. The complaints of 
the ticket men appear to have been 
justified particularly when com- 


“pared to seasons when they cleaned 


up. One agency with hotel connec- 
tions admitted that for five straight 
years the net was $150,000 yearly. 
Not only are theatre tickets counted 
in the net, but at the time there 
were million-dollar fight show gates. 

Agency Angels Out 

In other seasons ticket 
were more or less a factor in the 
financing of productions, advancing 
money on tickets to be used. Such 
funds were obtained by some man- 
agers of standing even before the 
, shows opened and early this season 
a successful producer was able to 
raise all his share of a revue by 
that means. 

With the brokers wondering how 
they are going to go through the 
summer, showmen can expect little 
aid for that source. Some of the 
agencies have expensive quarters on 
Broadway and even with the rent 


known to have been reduced in 
some instances, the brokers are 
operating close to the _ cushion. 
Highest rent goes for * McBride’s, 
whose headquarters is said to call 
for $75,600 annually. 

Agencies got a bad break in a 


stipulation that covered the buy on 
‘Vanities.’ Earl Carroll required 
the money for the last two weeks of 


“a 32 weeks buy be desposited with 
“him. When the show (closed) va- 


eated the Carroll (now Casino) and 
*moved to the 44th Street, the ar- 


“rangement was jammed up and the 


ticket men say they never got their 
money back. Most recent 
the financial tangle at the Globe 
ticvets for ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle’ were sold to the agencies 
two week in advance. Court pro- 
ceegings tied up the box office and 
money for returned tickets has not 
been refunded. How they are go- 
ing to get a settlement on this 
week’s tickets, they don't know. 
Show in moving from the Globe to 
the Cohan creates the problem, 
There were not enough solid suc- 
cesses this season for the agencies 
to counter losses that in other sea- 
sons were accepted as normal. Good 
_ tickets for stand-out shows always 
command high prices, but the 
spending power of theatregoers has 
Weakened more and more recently. 
Agencies are hoping for a break. 
What they can glean from major 
sports events is a guess right 
now and the summer outlook is 
under par. Biggest outdoor event 
is the Sharkey-Schmeling fight, but 
only tickets close to the ring are 


brokers , 


sock is] 





expected to fetch the prices of other 


days. 


Only agency rated out of the red | 


is Leblang’s. What with 
Premium department and cut rates 
that agency is claimed to have 
broken even this season. However, 
clerks will be laid off four weeks 
without salary. 


Powers Walks, Taking 


His New Play to B’way 


Louisville, May 23. 

Tom Powers, leading man with 
National Players, was unwilling to 
work on a profit-sharing basis and 
closed his engagement Saturday 
(21) with his own play, 
Man.’ He plans to take 
to Broadway. 

Lester Vail, formerly with the 
Brown Players here, has been en- 


the play 


aged in Powers’ place beginning 
Dect ration Day. Vail’s film career 
is believed to have built a draw 


here, 


LANDE GETS ‘PRESSBURG’ 
Arthur Lubin 
With Paramount 
sold his option on 
durg’ Irving Lande. Latter will 
the show next fall. 
William <A. Drake will 
‘Pressburg,’ written by Leo Perutz. 
Ray-Miner Corp. previously owned 
the show. 


legit producer now 
on the has 
‘A Trip to Press- 


coast, 


to 
do 


adapt 


| theatres, 


the | 


‘Handy | 


those working on the merger state 
the solo circuit has something to do | 
with the merger going cold. This 
|is on the theory that the Shubert 
and Erlanger men working on a 
new circuit deal feel that if their 
idea goes through, the new circuit 
would get the Guild bookings any- 
how, and also would have the Shu- 
bert subscription audiences to book 


‘Agencies All Show Losses; Buys) 
Taboo as Producer Finance Aid 


eodrvedanananyth + 





CRITIC’S PLAY TRYOUT 


Fritz Blocki Piece Gets Extra 1- 
Nite Show at Chi. Studebaker 





99 
=U. 


May 


professional produc- 


Chicago, 


Trying for a 


tion of his play, ‘World Between,’ 
Fritz Blocki, drama critic of the 
‘American,’ will get closer to his 
roal when the piece will go on at 
the Studebaker for one night, 
June 6. 

Musical Art Council, of which 
Mrs. Ernest Byfield, wife of the 
Sherman hotel owner, is presiden’, 
is guaranteeing the rental of the 


house, while the author, director 
and cast are donating their services 
gratis. 

Play ran for four weeks at the 
De Paul University little theatre, 
downtown, with the players cu:led 


| Hair Cycle 





Hollywood, May 23. 

Trying to line up the tradi- 
tional b!onde, brunette and red 
head for a stock troupe to play 
10 weeks in Honolulu, William 
B. McCurdy found nothing but 
platinum blondes available in 
the film town. And all waiting 
for that chance in pictures. 

MeCurdy's greatest 
finding his 

woman had 
Harlow. 


LEAGUE-UNIONS 
SCALE PARLE 


Theatre League will move for a 
twofold object around the middle 


of June when a revised contract be- 


shock 
} 


was favorite char- 


acter also gone 














‘tween managers and stage hands is 


from the school as well as the di- | 

rector, David Itkin, head of the'!laid before the T.P.U. No, 1. Con- 

dramatic department. |} tract change is one object; the other 
ee ee eee {is that the League will try to get 


Cleveland Stock Bids 
For Stars, Looking to 
New Circuit Attempt 


Cleveland, May 23. 

Instead of Lou Tellegen, Donald 
Brian will be opposite Ina Claire in 
Robert McLaughlin’s stocked ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ when it opens Mc- 
Laughlin’s 20th annual rep season 
at Ohio May 29. 

Tellegen was originally slated for 
the Alfred Lunt role, but change 
was made before rehearsals in New 
York _ started. Miss Claire not 
seen on stage since ‘Our 3et- 
ters’ in 1928, is scheduled to do eight 


weeks in ‘Reunion’ on West Coast 
under Belasco & Curran after local 
date. Tour of play, using most of 


cast here, to begin June 20. 
Cleveland producer, in an ambi- 

tious mood this year, says he is ap- 

proaching Walter Winchell in Cali- 


fornia to play the columnist in 
‘Blessed Event.’ ‘Whistling in 


Dark’. with Percy Helton ang. Alice 
Brady in ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra’ are definitely lined up for lo- 
cal stock ventures, 

MeLaughlin, with Sam Manheim 
as business partner, is again plan- 
ning to establish a chain of stock 
houses for fall, with Okio here as 
production headquarters. First tried 
it a year or so ago, but plan fell 
through, Promoters are reported 
to have already got options on the- 
atres in Chicago, Detroit and New- 
ark. Plan is to install resident com- 
panies in each city, with a system 
of traveling stars playing their 
original roles. 


SUBSCRIPTION MERGER 
SCHEME HITS A SNAG 


Plans worked out several months 


ago for the merger of the out of 
town subscription forces of the 
Theatre Guild and Shuberts, are 


going awry. If not closed within 
the next 10 days, the deal will prob- 
ably be off for good. 

Principal reason for the failure 
to get together is the unwillingness 
of the Shuberts and Erlangers each 
to put up $10,000, which, with the 
Guild’s $10,000 would have supplied 
$30,000 to cover the expenses of the 
organization. 

While the 
does not affect the proposed forma- 
tion of the National Booking Office, 
the single circuit now in the 


Fund of $36,000 was to cover pre- 


liminary expenses, including pub- 
licity, promotion, and the opening 
of offices in the subscription cities 

Understood the orignal scheme to 


Erlanger 
and Shubert or 
Shubert 


book Guild or 
Erlanger theatres 
Shubert affiliated shows in 
with all attractions play- 


'ing to the combined audiences, had 


heen changed 


Guild-Shubert merger | 


offing | 


shows in| 


ithe union to recognize it as repre- 


;sentative of the legit production 
field, Present contract expires 
|; Sept. 1. 


| | 
League previously tried to do 


|some business with the unions, but 


League was told no con- 
and the 
didn’t 


couldn't. 


tract existed between it 
local and that the latter 
recognize the League. 


National ILA.T.S.E. convention 


opens in Columbus second week in 
June. Immediately after the con- 

j}vention League will try to nego- 
late, 


Managers have been meeting reg- 
|ularly .during the past few months 
on the labor question. Managers 
are said to want not only a wage 


scale reductioh, but an improve- 
ment in other employment condi- 
tions. 





EQUALS PAYROLL OF ’28 


Ziegfeld’s revived ‘Show 30at,’ 
originally devuting on Broadway in 
January, 1928, discloses that almost 
every principal in the original cast 
has progressed in professional 
standing, with proportionate salary 
increase, as the result of which the 
show nut for the revival of ‘Show 
Boat’ is about the same as the orig- 
inal. It may be a little more, con- 
sidering that Paul Robeson’s $1,500 
a week is almost three times the 
$500 Jules Bledsoe, the original ‘Ol’ 
Man River’ singer received. 

Edna Mae Oliver has progressed 
tremendously in pictures, her pres- 


ent $1,000 a week exceeding her 
1928 figure of $750. Dennis King 


cut, around $1,000, where 
Ziegfeld guaranteed him 
| $2,000 a week against 10% of the 
/gross in ‘Three Musketeers.’ He, 
with Robeson, are the sole replace- 


is on a 
formerly 





| 


ments, King succeeding Howard 
Marsh. 

Helen Morgan’s $1,250 is about 
|the same; ditto Eva Puck and 


ss 


| Sammy White's $1,250; Norma Ter- 
| riss’ $500. Charles Winninger is 
jeven with his original $1,000, as is 
'! Aunt Jemima, at $500. 

Ziegfeld’s revival of ‘Show Boat’ 
|}is said to have been inspired by a 
burn against the critics who threw 
raves over ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and 
‘Face the Music’ and deprecated 
| Ziggy’s ‘Hot-Cha’ as old-fashioned. 
The producer came back with ads 
and statements that if ‘Hot-Cha’ is 
|old-fashioned so is ‘Show Boat,’ 
and they went for the latter for al- 
| most two vears; furthermore 
|revive it with as many of the orig- 
inal cast sible and they'll go 
for it again. 

‘Show Boat’ at the 
in for four weeks, according to 
present intentions, with Ziggy 
planning to send it out on tour fea- 


| 
| 


as 


pos 


Casino is only 


turing Paul Robeson. 

Edna Mae Oliver must be back 
on the Coast in a month for a pic- 
ture The others, Helen Morgan, 
Aunt Jemima (tied up by radio 
broadcasts), Puck and White, Den- 
nis King, et al., may or may not be 
able to essay the road tour. 


Hast Turns Coast Agent 


Hollywood, May 23 


Walter Hast, former eastern lezit 
. producer, has turned agent, 

He joins the J. G. Maver forces 
here 


‘BOAT’S’ REVIVAL IN *32. 


he'd | 











One Legit Circuit, One Pop Chain 
Figured as New Season Line-up 
To Avoid Week-Stand Opposition 





+ siespppisigalatypiaai 

LOOP ‘EVENT’ ANYHOW Plans for the formation of a 

. single legit circuit are getting 

Shuberts Held Up Show in Chi But | warm, if not hot. The situation in 

it Goes via Stock its several phases appears to be: 

—_—____ (1.) New circuit which would 

Although an old Shubert deal|take in Erlanger and Shubert thea- 

made impossible to send ‘Blessed | tre particularly out of town. That 

Event’ to Chicago for June there |} would eliminate opposed bookings 

will be a loop production of the ]in the week stands. 

show. Harry Minturn has secured (2.) Possible withdrawal of Judge 

the stock rights of the attraction | Mitchell L. Erlanger from the show 

| to do it shortly. It may go into the | business. He has indicated that he 

| Adelphi as first was intended when ]is desirous of retiring again. Mar- 

| the Shubert deal cooled the propo- |cus Heiman is mentioned as the 

| sition. head of the Erlanger activities and 
| Shubert arrangement provided for | the proposed new circuit. 

|the show playing Shubert theatres, (3.) Proposed formation of a pop 


| with Shuberts wanting the play for, 


next fall. Contract doesn't inter- 
fere with Minturn’s. production, 
which comes under stock classifica- 
tion. 


Trving Pichel's 
Solo ‘Pastures’ 
Ignores Author 


Los Angels, May 23. 





Despite warning against infring- 
copyright of 
Pichel 
of 
nelly’s play the 
Auditorium last Monday (16). Read- 


ing the “Green 


tures,’ Irving gave a one- 


man. performance Mare 


at 


ing here, day and date with the San 


opening of the 
company at the Columbia, is 


for probable court explanation. 


Francisco 
due 


Suit for injunction and damages 
j}against Pichel is threatened by 
;Harold A. Fendler on behalf of 


Connelly and Laurence Rivers, Inc., 
| authorized producers. Co-defend- 
ants<‘named will be Ratti - Herman 
| Lissauer, his Liberal Forum and the 
| Auditorium theatre management. 

| Pichel gave his protean reading 
|before a fair-sized audience that 
| had paid $1 a head, although he had 
|} been cautioned to remember the 
copyright laws in letters from Ben. 
H. Atwell, business manager of the 
‘Pastures’ company, and Fendler, 
Los Angeles attorney for the Er- 


langers. 
Pichel started by informing his 
audience he had been warned not 





;to give the reading. He explained 
| that he and Mare Connelly were 
| great pals as boys in Pittsburgh, 
then went ahead with the advertised 
| rendition. Implication was a copy- 
| right means nothing between 
| friends. 

Auditorium is next block oppo- 
| sition to the Biltmore, where ‘Past- 
‘ures’ is booked in for June 13. 


| 


| 


‘SUPPORT’ STARS QUIT 
PHILA. ‘ELECTRA’ DATE 


| 
J 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


Philadelphia, May 23. 
There was plenty of turmoil in 
the ranks of the organization that 


is presenting the Greek tragedy of | 


Sophocles, ‘Electra’ for a single per- 
formance at the Academy of Music 
Thursday night. 


Mary Stewart French, socially 
prominent New York woman, is 
sponsoring the play with Blanche 


working on 
First 


15) in the local papers had 


everybody 


with 


itive 


Yurka, 


a cooper basis stories 


(Sunday 


Miss Yurka named as star and 
others as ‘in her supporting cast.’ 
That caused all kinds of howls from 
the pla ers Late last week sey - 
eral changes were announced in- 
cluding the withdrawal of Lawrence 
Tibbett, Patricia Collinge and Dor- 
othy Gish Iiiness ws: given as} 
the reason for Miss Gish's decision 
but, in the case of Tibbett ir- 
cumstances over which he had no 
control,” was the only explanation 
Miss ("9 lines Ss vv ithdrawal which 
; came late Friday was not explained 
at all. 

The’ substitutions are McKay 
Morris for Tibbet., and Katherine 
Alexander and Katherine Hepburn 


for Miss Gish and Miss Collinge. 


Pas- | 


Con- | 


Philharmonic | 


original | 


priced circuit. Plans for legit shows 
| of a certain type to be presented at 75 
| cents top with less at matinees and 
12 to 14 performances weekly. 
There is little doubt that road 
conditons can be bettered if the 
stands other than the legit keys— 
New York, Chicago, Boston, Phila. 
and Detroit—confine the bookings 
to one house. It looks okay for Er- 


{ 


{ 


langers and the Shuberts to work 
that out. Latter have theatres on 
|} their hands turned back through 
the receivership which they have 
| the right to put into a pool with 
Erlanger'’s. That also applies > 


some houses known to be controlled 
iby the Shuberts personally out of 
{town or which they are reported 
| seeking. 

{! The Shubert receivership theatres 
| may enter the deal on the principle 
| 


that a new single circuit would 
be able to control bookings of the 
better shows on Broadway and 
elsewhere. The National Booking 
| Office is the name said to have 


been chosen for the nev circuit. A 
t has it that $39,000 is needed 
to float the scheme, but what the 
money is needed for is not clear and 
the amount seems insignificant in 
light of the extent of the plan. 
Indies Freeze-out Proof 
There is a different slant to the 
dependent theatres are available in 
single circuit. Because so many in- 
New Work and elsewhere, it is hard 
to see how they could be shut out 
from~bockings,.. The single circuit 
would have to extend unusual terms 
favoring indie productions to corral 
them. That the indie houses would 
get into the bidding is certain. 
Idea that shows would have to 
|; play the circuit's Broadway houses 
in order to secure road bookings is 
discounted. No booking office has 
been known to turn down a good 
thing. Little chance that a Broad- 
way hit would be refused bookings 
and if so it would be no trick to 
secure indie theatres. That was 
proven long ago when certain at- 
tractions disregarded both Erlang- 
er’s and the Shuberts and rented 
theatres out of town. 
‘ Another field may open up to 
show bookings. It is the picture 
houses, many of them being report- 
ed looking for shows next season, 
Sookers have been asked to con- 
|'sider picture spots and it is stated 
attractions will be welcome in 
| many stands that shut out shows in 
the past several seasons. 
| A booking specialist views the 
single circuit coolly principally be- 








cause there are so few shows in 
sight. Indications are that between 
the Shuberts and Erlanger’s there 


are just 12 attractions in sight for 
early bookings—June 1 when the 
next season’s routes are generally 
well set. If the situation opens up 
and attractions in an appreciable 
number come along, hard to see why 
another circuit could not be formed 
in opposition to the proposed single 
chain. 


| The’ talked-about pop circuit 
would consist of 37 weeks and would 
counter vaudeville and picture 
houses. A showman who has con- 
sidered that angle claims it is prob- 
able Equity will permit two per- 
formances daily for pop priced 


shows because it would afford work 


(Continued on page 70) 
2. 9 

Leslie’s Cast Called 
‘Clowns in Clover,’ Lew Leslie's 
musical planned for Chicago, ended 
rehearsals Wednesday (18) upon 
Equity's call. Lew Hearn and Ed- 

die Lambert headed the cast. 
Equity called the company when 
the producer failed to post a bond. 


Shuberts were supposed to be back- 


ing the attraction. 


—— 
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Globe, Bway Legit Spot, on Block 


Due to Tax, 





Latest Broadway theatre casualty 
concerns the Globe which in’ its 
vears of existence has housed 
brilliant stage successes un- 


7 


many 


cer the direction of Charles B. Dil- | 


Upon appHcation for a 
part of an action to 
foreclose by the holder of the sec- 
ond mortgage, complications arose 


vhich embarrassed both the theatre 


lingham, 
receiver 


as 


nanagement and 
Fiddle,’ the 


Dillingham was reported abed 
with a nurse in attendance and the 
doctor ordering no mention of the 
theatre’s difficulties be made to him. 
Several checks given to Max Gor- 
don, producer of the show, by the 
theatre and turned over to five or 
six members of the cast, came back 
marked ‘insufficient funds.’ First 
statement was that the house owed 
the show $7,000 but on Saturday it 
was claimed the indebtedness was 
$15,000. Show prepared to move 
nd resumes at the George M. Cohan 
tonight (Tuesday), but pending 
some cash settlement there was a 
turbulent week-end for both sides. 
The checks which bounced were 
signed by Henry Young as manager 
of the Globe. Young stated the 
house bank. account was tied up 
through the receivership proceed- 
ings. However his checks were given 
to Gordon three days before the 
receiver stepped in. 

A Mr. Brophy, attorney in the 
Chadbourne, Stanchfield & Levy 
office representing Dillingham, failed 
to clear the atmosphere after Sam- 
uel Baum came to the theatre, an- 
nounced he was the receiver, took 
charge. Brophy examined Baum’s 
order and claimed that the receiver 
had taken charge just 90 days be- 
fore he was empowered to do So. 
When Baum was told he would be 
responsible for the house operating 
expenses he was inclined to with- 
draw, but when he offered to re- 
fund two days’ receipts Young re- 
fused on advice of counsel. Upshot 
was that. Gordon was left holding 
the bag. All he was able to get out 
of the week’s receipts was $2,400. 

Monday it was announced that 
the receiver would remain in.charge 
of the Globe. William R. Girden a 
realty specialist acting for the re- 
ceiver stated: 

‘The court has authorized Samuel 
Baum to offer the Globe for rent 
for a period not exceeding one year 
and I have been appointed as his 
agent.’ 


A Hectic Week-End 


While the show was trying to get 
its share of the week’s gross, just 
who was to pay the stage hands and 
musicians came up. The re- 
ceiver said he wouldn't and again 
<jordon had to be the patsy or close 
the show. Cost of stage hands and 
musicians for ‘Fiddle’ was $3,000 
weekly, and the operating expense 
about $6,000, Show's gross of $15,- 
000 appears not to have given the 
house an even break because of the 
sharing terms. It was claimed the 
Globe lost about $800 weekly for 
the past month or so. Equity did 
not press the issue of the returned 
checks, the show salaries being pro- 
tected by an Erlanger guarantee. 

Although there had been reports 
of trouble at the Globe it remained 
for the Spear Securities Corporation 
to file foreclosure proceedings as 
holders of a second mortgage for 
$200,000. Walter Reade’s reputed 
interest in this mortgage was not 
confirmed. Property was regarded 
as one of Broadway's most desir- 
able sites has mortgage of $1,000,- 
000, said to be held by the Gould 
Estate. A provision in the second 
mortgage stipulates that should the 
house fail to pay taxes or interest 
on the first mortgage, the second 
mortgagor has the right to fore- 
close. Latter interests averred the 
theatre failed to pay $12,500 inter- 
est on the first mortgage due Dec. 
1, 1931, and was in arrears $14,000 
in taxes for the last half of the 
year, 


current attraction. 


Ticket Tangle 


Globe has had financial trouble 
since the house was turned back 
by RKO last summer. Renovation 
cost $26,000 which bills were paid 
by the boxoffice from profits early 
in the ‘Fiddle’ engagement. There 
was interest due on notes which the 
b.o. also paid for the owner (Dill- 
ingham). 

This week’s tickets allotted to 
the agencies were paid for in ad- 
vance. Brokers said they did not 
expect a settlement at this time, 


‘The Cat and the} 


Mortgage Default 


figuring that money a further loss 





+ 








in a bad season. Understood that 
Young, who is reputed having been | 
| quite successful in building and 
| selling houses on Long Island sev- 
leral years ago, put in his own 
| money from time to time in the 
linterests of the theatre and that 
ljabout $25,000 is owed him. 

There’ are mortgages to the 
| amount of $1,300,000 on the Globe | 
|'which is assessed at $100,000 more 
ithan that figure An offer for 


| $2.500,000 for the property was re- 
jected about two years ago. At 
present the valuation is put at 
$2,000,000 because of its 46th street 
and Broadway location. 





2-FOR-QUARTER LEGIT 
IN L. A., $8 FOR CAST 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Glendale now has a 12%-cent 
legit with a feature picture thrown 
in. 
James Dillon Players in the 700- 
seat showshop opened on common- 
wealth basis several weeks ago at 
two bits and netted an average of 
five bucks apiece per week. 

But with two for ones last week 
uverage jumped to $8 apiece. 


Armstrong Estate Wins 
Suit Over ‘Valentine’ 


brought by Kirke LaShelle 
Co. against Paul Armstrong Co., 
both nominators of which are de- 
ceased, tv collect haif the net 
amount paid the Armstrong firm by 
Metro for the talker rights to ‘Alias 
Jimmy Valentine,’ has resulted in 
a decision for the defendant. 

LaShelle and Armstrong entered 
into a contract during 1921, where- 
by instead of paying a judgment 
against him, Armstrong agreed to 
sive LaShelle one-half of all his in- 














Suit 





Northwest’s Showboat 





Portland, Ore., May 23. 

First showboat in these 
parts is being built by Walter 
Seigfried to tour the river 
dorps. 

The aquatic impressario will 
utilize the old Dufwin troupe 
|| for the summer showboating. 














'‘Scandal’s’ 3 Stand-By 
| Men in Chi Box Office; 
White-Union Pacified 


Chicago, May 23. 

After a week of battling between 
the~- local treasurers’ union and 
George White's ‘Scandals,’ the jam 
was finally straightened out a day 
before the show opened, with both 
sides compromising. It remained 
for Mayor Cermak to step into the 
argument, after the Civic Opera 
House received a message earlier 
in the week and more than 50,000 
handbills were spread over town 
saying that ‘Scandals’ was unfair to 
organized labor. 

Controversy arose when White, 
acting through Ben Holzman here, 
refused to recognize the treasurers’ 
demand for three of its men in the 
box office, with White insisting his 
own men, travelling with the show, 
handle the money. At the prelimi- 
nary tussle White offered to pay for 
three standby union men, which the 


ticket boys refused, saying they 
wanted work for their money. 
Mayor Cermak called in both 


sides, along with James Petrillo of 
the musicians’ union and George 
Browne of the stage hands, to act 
as arbiters. Up to that point the 
ticket men did not ask for aid from 
the other locals. Petrillo and 
Browne recommended the com- 
prdmise in view of the unusual set- 
up of White’s show. As a result 
the three union men assigned to the 
house will get paid for standing by, 
while White’s own men will handle 
the cash. 








come from his play ‘Valentine’ un- 
til the judgment was met. A fur- | 
ther agreement was that if enough 
income did not accrue then half of 
Armstrong's income on another 
show by him, ‘Salomy Jane,’ should 
go to meet the deficiency. Contract, 
however, stated that this income 
was to come from any dramatic 
productions, road shows, or revivals 
exclusive of motion picture rights 
which had been sold before the 
agreement was made. 

Court ruled that if the LaShelle 
interests were to collect from the 
talker money for ‘Valentine’ it 
would be tantamount to reading 
into the agreement a provision 
which clearly was not within the 
contemplation of the two parties 
when the agreement was made, 

Plaintiff was granted 60 days in 
which to appeal, 


L. A. Stagehands Cut 


Los Angeles, May 23, 

Two legit houses, El Capitan and 
Belasco, have signed a contract ex- 
tension with the stagehands’ local 
on the basis negotiated by Fox West 
Coast. 

New scale is cut 10% on the first 
$50 and 15% above that. 

IATSE’s No. 32 has not arrived 
at terms in other legit spots, Cut 
goes into effect September 1. 


Coast ‘Event’ Cast 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Henry Duffy 
production opening at the Alcazar 
theatre, San Francisco, May 19, has 
the following cast: Reginald Denny, 
Claudia Dell, Isabel Withers, Mar- 
garet Seddon, Mitchell Harris, 
Leonard Strong, George M. Bell, 
James Sargent, Arthur Loft, Frank- 
lyn Parker, George Fox, Hooper 
Atchley, Jimmy Burtis, George 
Guhl, Rollo Dix, Karl Huebl, Wil- 
liam Augustin, Ann Forrest, Rus- 
sell Fillmore, Frank Perry, Milton 
Wallace and Sidney Jarvis. 


| ‘Barretts’ L. A. Advance 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Biggest advance sale Biltmore 
theatre has had in the year is for 
‘Barretts of ‘Wimpole Street,’ star- 
ring Katharine Cornell, 

















PENN. CHILD LAW STOPS 
‘BRIDAL WISE’ HIT DATE 


Philadelphia, May 28, 


‘Bridal Wise,’ the comedy by Fran- 
cis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
which Sigourney Thayer has been 
trying out at the Broad Street thea- 
tre, was withdrawn suddenly Satur- 
day night because of the strict state 
laws on child actors. 

‘Bridal Wise’ opened last Mon- 
day and business was so good from 
the start that it was decided to hold 
it for a second week. Not until 
Saturday afternoon was a com- 
plaint entered by the Children’s 
Welfare Association who insisted 
on the removal of Jackie Kelk, 
seven year old actor in the cast. 
Since his part is an important one, 
with as many sides as anyone in 
the cast, it was impossible to give 
the show without him. 

A booking for the last three days 
of this week in the Apollo theatre 
was finally arranged. 

It is understood, that Marc Con- 
nelly’s Pulitzer prize play, ‘The 
Green Pastures’ will not be allowed 
here for the same reason, It is be- 
ing booked in the late summer at 
Atlantic City. 








Claims Filed Against 
Shuberts Receivers 


Claims have ‘been filed with 
Equity by the players in ‘The Biue 
Mask’ recently withdrawn in Chi- 
cago after three weeks. Show was 
presented on B’way by the Shubert 
receivers as ‘The Circus Princess.’ 

In Chicago the show played nine 
performances weekly, but were 
paid for eight. Shubert office con- 
tends that the engagement was on 
the basis of a stock company which 
permits 10 performances. Under 
Equity rules a company must have 
played three different shows to es- 
tablish stock standing. 





TRI-STATE STOCK 
Sabula, Ia., May 23. 

Brooks stock company, Jack 
Brooks, have made headquarters 
here and are rehearsing for a sum- 
mer stock season in northeastern 
Iowa, southwestern Wisconsin and 
northwesiern Illinois. 

Three and four day stands in- 








and house 
already on 


|. Piece opens May 31 
jhas $15,000 in the till 
first four days’ sale, 


stead of a full week called for in 
itinerary, Enjoyed good season last 
year, 


Surety Nails Brown 
On Stock Co. Awards 


Alliance Casualty Co. has ob- 
tained judgments against Chamber- 
lain Brown, agent, for $1,033.94 and 
$912.17. Both claims against the 
caster are in connection with a re- 
‘cent arbitration wherein Brown 
was found responsible for the 
amounts to the casts of ‘Merton of 
the Movies’ and ‘Ada Beats the 
Drum,’ which he played with his 
stock troupe at the Riviera, New 
York. 

Alliance bonded Brown and his 
partner, George Katz, in the ven- 
ture, but contracts for the actors 
were signed by Brown, and it was 
;}against him alone the claims were 
|} made. ~- 

It is now up to Brown to collect 
from Katz. 


Shubert Boys Held Out 
Some Keys, Say Garrick 
Owners in Rent Suit 


—-—~- 











Chicago, May 23. 


photographer has set up his tripod 
on the curb of the Garrick theatre 
here and snapped pictures of the 
front of the house. Always accom- 
panying the photog may have been 
a couple of witnesses. After the 


cameraman and his two companions 
have made a routine of repairing to 
a lawyer's office, where affidavits 
duly attesting to what they did and 
Saw were drawn up and auto- 
graphed, 

Garrick Building Corp., owner of 
the theatre property, is staging 
these maneuvers preliminary to 
bringing suit for rent against Lee 
Shubert personally and the circuit's 
receivers. 

Cancellation of the theatre lease, 
which had until 1948 to go, was 
made by the Shubert receivership. 
Shubert reps here were supposed at 
the time to hand in all the keys to 
the premises. 

Garrick Building Corp. now con- 
tends that all the keys were not 
turned and claims that the photo- 
graphs taken each day last week 
proves it. These pictures show 
window cards advertising two Shu- 
bert shows in other of their local 
theatre strung up around the front 
of the Garrick, in the entrance 
frames and on the door windows 
from the inside. To have got inside 
the lobby to hang these cards the 
Shubert men here must have used 
some of the keys, the property own- 
ers aver. Use of the premises for 
this purpose and holding out of the 
keys constitute occupancy, the own- 
ers contend, and upon these grounds 
they are bringing suit for back rent. 

Advertising matter involved was 
for ‘The Good Fairy,’ at the Harris, 
and ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Apollo, 


Pryor’s Shubert Contract 
Stalls ‘Event’ for Chi 


Chicago, May 23, 

Lee Shubert used a run of the 
play contract held by Roger Pryor 
to prevent Sidney Phillips from sell- 
ing the midwest rights to ‘Blessed 
Event’ to Robert McLaughlin of 
Cleveland. Deal wes about set, with 
the Cleveland producer already hav- 
ing arranged for the play’s opening 
at the Adelphi here, when Shubert 
flashed the Pryor document. Al- 
though Phillips has controlling own- 
ership of the stage rights, the Shu- 
berts are holding him to a booking 
agreement which i-.cludes Chicago 
as one of the stands. 

Pryor’s contract with the Shu- 
berts stipulates that he play 
‘Blessed Event’ in Boston, Philly 
and Chicago. He quit the produc- 
tion, which folded last week in New 
York, to take a stock engagement in 
Denver. With no other show at hand 
to cast him in next season, the Shu- 
berts are protecting themselves by 
shelving the play’s further presenta- 
tion until Pryor is ready to resume 
with it. 











Wm. Walsh in Columbus 


Columbus, May 23. 
William C, Walsh will direct the 
|new stock company at the Hart- 
jman theatre, beginning May 30. 
Jean May has been engaged as 
jleading lady and will play opposite 
Victor Jory. 

Walsh has been in New York for 
the past week assembling the com- 
j;pany. Great Lakes Theatres, Inc., 
is running the project, 





Every noon for the past week a} 


pictures have been . developed the | 


<<< 


Salary Tax, Discount 
Rate Kills American 


Legit in West Canada 


Los Angeles, May 23, 
Western Canada will see few if any 
American coast legit troupes so long 
as the present salary tax and dis. 


count rate 
} 


This drain 
jon profit possibilities has kept 
| ‘Vanities,’ ‘Crazy Quilt’ and ‘Green 
Pastures’ from crossing the border 
during the past few months. 








| 


continues, 


Obligated to pay the cast in 
| American currency, legit producers 
jlose 12 to 14% on exchange in 


turning Canadian’ grosses into 
American salaries. In a four-day 
engagement on Canadian soil Ethel 


Barrymore lost $800 on the ex. 
change discount. 
Canadian theatre men _ report 


that their territories are hungry for 
American shows, but that attrac. 
tions can’t be persuaded to cross 
the border. Winnipeg, for instance, 
hasn't had a show from the United 
States this year, although that city 
has been fertile ground for Ameri« 
can legits in the past, 

Producers would stand a better 
chance of getting a profit out of 
their tours if the western Canada 
territory were included in their 
coast itineraries, but they state that 
to venture there under present con- 
ditions is suicide. 


EQUITY WARNS PLAYERS 
MGRS. ON ‘BOOTLEG’ JOB 


The agent problem is up again at 
Equity. Charges of ‘bootlegging’ by 
unfranchised vaude and fiim agents, 
brought into Equity by 


casters, has resulted in another in« 
vestigation and a warning. 
Warning is directed toward man-« 
agers, Equity and non-Equity per- 
formers seeking engagements in 
legit shows. Equity’s note to the 
producers is that members will not 
be allowed to work for any man- 





licensed 


ager who gets talent through an 
unauthorized caster. Warning to 
Equity members is that if they 
work through ani unfranchised 


agent, the Council will take action 
against them, This was done re- 
cently when a dance team was put 
into ‘Nikki’ by the Samuels agency, 
the members in question drawing a 
suspension, 

To non-Equity performers, Equity 
states that if they get legit jobs 
through casters not holding. Equity 
grants, then Equity membership 
will be refused them and Equity 
members will not work with them. 
Equity is insistent on getting work 
through Equity permit holders. 

Licensed casters raised a kick at 
Equity on. the grounds that with 
four times the number of agents 
regarded necessary in the field to- 
day, matters were made much worse 
with bootleggers stepping in, 

Claimed that-during past season 
plenty of musical producers have 
been holding auditions for talent 
brought to them by non-licensed 
commission men, Latest example 
is said to have been Billy Rose only 
last week. While a splitting of 
commissions is okay between Equity 
and outside agents, it is charged 
that bootlegging arises out of such 
auditions. 

Several Equity agents are said to 
be under scrutiny, but Frank Gill- 
more, Equity president, refused to 
state which ones. No statement 
was made as to action against 
Chamberlain Brown, with regard 
to his personal representation per- 
mit. 


Swanstrom Bankrupt, 
Debts Total $196,375 


Arthur Swanstrom, former legit 
producer and half of the defunct 
firm of Connolly & Swanstrom, filed 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
Saturday (21). Sole asset is a $50” 
equity in a Rolls Royce against lia- 
bilities of $196,376. Dr. Leo Michel 
holds a chattel mortgage of $2,500 
on the Rolls. 

Bankruptcy appears to be a result 
of the ‘Princess Charming’ failure 
|main liabilities being notes for $12», 
1/000 made by Prince Charming, Inc. 
l|and endorsed by Swanstrom, hi 
|former partner Bobby Connolly, the 
| Shubert Theatre Corp, and Lee anc 








| J. J. Shubert. Central Hanovet 
| Bank discounted a $100,000 note and 
lthe Chelsea Bank one for $25,000. 
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Show Boat’ Revival Clicks $40,000, 
Bway Survivors Cutting to Bone 


+ 


f business. It is 


*the Cohan 
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Two of Broadway’s five remaining 
musical shows face the necessity of 
reducing the overhead if they are 
to last into the summer. This means 


cutting salaries in ‘Face the Music’ 
and ‘Hot Cha.’ Both were regarded 
set to hold over, but both are 


as 
playing to top-heavy houses, lower 
floor trade having dropped. 

Only musical which has main- 
tained a winning pace is ‘Of Thee 
1.Sing,’ which continues to standee 
the sole attraction 


on Broadway at capacity. ‘Cat and 
the Fiddle’ revised salaries down- 
ward several weeks ago. 

“Show Boat’ was brilliantly re- 
vived at .he Casino (Carroll) last 
Thursday (19). Expectations are 
that it will span the summer. In- 
dicated pace is above $40,000, the 


large capacity at $3 top making that 
possible. Only other opening las 
week was ‘There You Are,’ musical, 
which immediately flopped out 
the Cohan. Other scheduled open- 
ings were put over. 

Trouble at the Globe involved ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle,’ which abruptly 
ended its run there, but resumes at 
tonight. Another house 
switch Monday sent ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ from the Beck to the Guild. 

Additional closings were ‘There’s 
Always Juliet’ which left the Miller 
dark last Wednesday (18); ‘Riddle 
Me This,’ Golden; ‘The Lady Re- 
niembers,’ Provincetown, and 


— 


of 


.‘Lenin’s Dowry,’ in the Chanin little 


theatre. 

Due next week: ‘Hey, Nonnie, 
Nonnie,’ Shubert; ‘Bridal Wise,’ 
‘Cort; ‘Christopher Comes Across’ 


(house not chosen), and ‘Blue Mon- 
dy,” Provincetown. 

‘Another Language,’ 
week) (C-708-$3). 
well up in the money; 
show that opened weakly out of 
town but clicked immediately here; 
$14,000 or more. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ 
until next week. 

‘Christopher Comes Across.’ Post- 
poned until next week; theatre to 
be announced. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ 
week) (M-1,400-$3). Moved here 
from Globe in sudden shift; hit 
operetta has been paced over $15,000 
and is expected to stick into sum- 
mer. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(30th week) (C-1,041-$3). One of 
few current attractions expected to 
“fu through summer; business 
around the $14,000 mark. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(15th week) (M-1,720-$5.50). Show 
claimed to be making some money 
with the gross running under ex- 


Booth 


Cort. Postponed 


Cohan (33d 


-pectations at $27,000; little for) 
_house at the pace. 

_ *Heigh-Ho Everybody,’ Fulton 
(ist week) (C-913-$3). Presented 


‘independently (John P. Adams and 


‘Arthur Hurley); written by Her- 
bert Polesie; liked at tryout; opens 
Wednesday (25). 

‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (12th week) 
(M-1,622-$5.50). Getting top grosses, 
but considerably under capacity and 
not much profit margin; estimated 
around $33,000. 

‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Broadhurst (4th week) (D-1,118-$3). 
Liable to close any Saturday: busi- 
ness under $5,000, mostly from cut 


_ Fates. 


. *Merry - Go- Round,’ Avon (5th 
week) (D-830-$3). Disappointment; 
political meller from Village about 
“$4,500; cast took cut and engage- 
“ment listed for another two weeks. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (22d 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Broadway's 
standout; remains the only show to 
sell out and looks the surest to play 
into next season. 

‘On the Make,’ 48th St. (ist week) 
(C-969-$3). Presented independent- 
ly (Roger Gray); written by same; 
opened Monday. 

“Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (28th 
week) (C-914-$3). Moved here from 


Beck Monday; one of season’s best; | 


paced around $15,000; due to play 
until July 1. 

‘Riddle Me _ This,’ 

Closed last Saturday; 
weeks to fair business. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Shubert 
(24th week) (F-1,395-$3). After this 
week continuance uncertain; did 
well for short cast show; musical, 
‘Hey, Nonnie, Nonnie!’ again listed 
to follow. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Empire 
(20th week) (C-1,099-$3). Three 
weeks more for comedy hit: closing 
date June 18; over $14,000 for money 
maker. 

_ ‘There You Are,’ 


Se < aoe ee 


Golden. 
13 


John 
played 


With- 





Cohan. 





“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
untilLaborDay + + + $150 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 











(5th 
The spring hit, | 
independent | 


LEGITIMATE 
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Aborn Troupe in Dull 
Pittsburgh Wk., $8,000 


Pittsburgh, May 23 





Little interest at the Nixon last 
week in Milton Aborn’s Gilbert and 
Sullivan troupe, despite appearance 


|of the home-town, Fay Templeton, 
| With Savoyard repertoire, estimated 


getting less than $8,000. Four op 
erettas presented. Fact that Nixon 
had been closed for several weeks 


previous believed to have hurt some 


Aborn company ended _ travels | 
here. Alvin, town’s other legit site, 
|} dark, due to cancellation of Friar’s | 

| Frolic. 


WORST BOSTON SEASON 
| OVER TO LAME FINISH 


Boston, May 23. 
town and only one 


Not a 
| booking 
Last 
most in 


in 


legit 
in sight. 
week’s attractions were 
the red. The legit 
|here is considered ended. Records 
show the worst season in years, 
; With a colored musical holding the 
;record for a run which lasted only 
| six weeks. 
Last Week’s Estimates 
‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Wilbur. Folded 
Saturday night. 
‘Sea Gull,’ Hollis, $2,500. 


al- 
season 





Maine Summer Stocks 


3angor, May 23. 

The F. James Carroll Players 
|}opened a summer season of stock 
| here this week, their ninth year in 
| Bangor. Members of the company 
| inc lude: Dorothea Chard, l. w.; For- 
jrest Taylor, 1. m.; Philip Van Zandt, 
is. m.; John Winthrop, character; 
| Anne sronaugh, s. w.; Joseph 
| Downing, juv.; Elda Garbe, juv. lead; 
| Evelyn Wade, ingenue; Albert Vees, 
'director; Walter Everstine and 
| Dorothy Jewel. Everstine will double 
| as stage manager for Carroll and 
;anouncer at the local radio station, 
| WLBZ. 

Lakewood will-open June 4. 
Surry Playhouse will start season 
| the first week in July. 


Engagements 


Nana Bryant, ‘Heigh-Ho, Every- 
body.’ 

Bruno Wick, James Dunmore, 
Amelia Kemptisch, Claire Carleton, 
Robert Shayne, ‘Blue Monday.’ 

Otis Skinner, Mr. and Mrs. Co- 
burn, Eliot Cabot, Eugene Powers, 
‘Troilus,’ Players’ revival. 

Virginia and Meredith Howard, 
‘Show Boat,’ revival. 

Betty Upthegrove, Eleanor Bed- 
ford, Mary Ward, John Gordon, J. 
Sayer Crawley, Maurice Wells, 
George Taylor, rs Nantucket, 
Mass., stock. 

Edith Barrett, Otis Skinner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coburn, 
Eugene Powers, Eliot Cabot, George 
Gaul, Herbert Ranson, Eilen Huban, 
; Ruth Garland, Fred’k Lewis, Wm. 
| Rainey, Henry Mortimer, Howard 
Kyle, Wm. Sams, Allen Joslyn, 
| Wright Kramer, John Kramer, Au- 
; Sustin Duncan to deliver prolog for 
| ‘Troilus and Cressida’ (comple cast). 
| Henry Hull, Spring Byington, 
| Horace Braham, Robert Allen, Cape 
Cod, Mass. stock. 





| Frank Morgan, ‘Hey, Nonny, 
Nonny.’ 
Charlotte Walker, George Pro- 


bert, ‘The Boy Friend.’ 
June Walker, ‘Pure in Heart.’ 


| Roger Wolfe Kahn's orchestra, 
| ‘Ballyhoo.’ 

Jean Dixon, ‘Still Life.’ 
| Ralph Sanford, ‘Hey Nonny, | 


Nonny.’ 





drawn Saturday; played one week: 
‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ moved in 
from Globe. 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Miller. 
Suddenly closed last Wednesday 
(18); played 14 weeks; could have 
stayed longer; 
000: lately over $11,000. 
| *Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (ist 
week) (CD-1,067-$3). Presented 
by Arch Selwyn and Shepard 
Traube;: written by Merrill Rogers; 
changes delayed premiere; 
tonight. 

Other Attractions 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino; revival in re- 


cast 


ope ns 


named Carroll opened brilliantly 
late last week; excellent notices and 
| attendance. 

‘Yeah Man,’ Park Lane (63d 
street); colored revue postponed; 


due Wednesday (25). 

‘The Lady Remembers,’ Province- 
town; taken off. 

*‘Lenin’s Dowry,’ Chanin auditori- 
im: closed after one week. 


Jerome Lawlor, 


! 


j 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Hired Husbands’ (Stern) 
Pijou. 

‘Boy Friend’ (Hunt & Miller) 
Ritz. 


| ‘Christopher Comes Across’ 
(Pemberton.) 











BRID A | ’ DOES | Frisco Week at $7,500 ; 
| San Francisco, May 23 ! 


PHILA. $10,000 


Philadelphia, May 5§ 

| It looks very much as if Philly's 
legit season would be all washed up 
iby Saturday night. Reason is not 
| bad business, because attendance 


has been generally very good during} 
of | 


ithe last few months, but lack 
plays. For this reason there is still 
a chance for last-minute bookings 


jor try-outs between now and the 
| summer layoff. 

‘Bridal Vise,” the new comedy 
with Madge Kennedy, caught on so 
well that it was held over at the 


Broad for a second week. With one 
exception the critics found it amiable 
and amusing. Run cut short by 
ichild laws. Got estimated $10,000. 


| ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ staying 
'a fourth week at the Garrick, but 
'this now seems very doubtful. The 
elongated O’Neill play got a satis- 
factory gross of approximately 
| $16,000 in its second week. 


Only novelty this week is single 


| performance at the Academy of Mu-| 
|sic of the Sophocles’ ‘Electra,’ with! 


|} Blanche Yurka and other stars. 
Mary Stewart French of New York 
|is presenting, with the local Art Al- 
liance sponsoring. 

| Booking of Arthur Hammerstein's 
‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ for 
Garrick in June has apparently been 
cancelled, with only the new Max 
Gordon revue, due sometime in July, 
on the calendar. 


‘PASTURES’ SMASH 


Tremendous $33,000 in Five Days at 
Portland Auditorium 





Portland, Ore., May 23. 
In eight performances here at the 


4,000-seat public auditorium, ‘Green | 


Pastures’ played to capacity at $3 
top to an estimated $33,000. Opened 
May 10 and played three matinees 
jin five days. 

| Sidelight on the business is that 
| ‘Pasture’s’ road men-were afraid of 
| the huge auditorium and made 
| every effort to get a smaller theatre. 





Union-Backed Stock 


Columbus, May 23. 


With all financial backing coming 
from the local stage hands union, 
I.A.T.S.E. Local 12, the Hartman 
theatre will reopen Decoration Day 
| with stock. 
producer and director. 

Local has guaranteed the cast a 
minimum of four weeks. Hartman 
has been leased for 20 weeks, with 





! 
ment for local members that length 


| of time. 
Walsh arrived here Friday 
jafter getting his troupe together in 


| Paul Scott’s New York office. Play- ; 
Wil- | 
John | 


;ers are Victor Jory, Foster 
liams, Henry Wadsworth, 


| Thomas, Helen Travers. 





Denver Stock Touring 
In Colo. Film Stands 


Denver, May 23. 
to 


After getting away 








‘Scandals’ Treasurer Tiff Hurts 
Chi Advance; ‘Fairy Fair, $10,500 








Denny in ‘Event’ Good Ny afar age 
- Outside of the squall raised by the 
jamin between George White and the 
local ticket sellers’ union, over the 
zhts to the ‘Scandals’ box office 
Two new ones started off with fine |eXcitement was pretty light in cir- 
busir < , n P p ED legit last week And so were 
langer’s Cx mbia ‘ Reginald | practically all grosses. Notable deep 
Denny in ‘Blessed Event’ at Duffy's | dips into the red were the $5,500 
Alcaz bowling along at a merry |eked out at the Grand by George 
pa Town's only other show Ead-/!Cehan’s ‘Confidential Service,’ the 
vard Everett Horto) n second |Stishtly better than $2,500 accumu 
week of ‘Springtime for Henry’ was! lated by ‘Church Mouse,’ at the 
Ss sfactorv ti a a ran Playhouse, and the scanty $6,000 fo 
Estimates for Last Week Rhapsody in Black's’ return at the 

Natives are giving ‘Pastures’ aj Apollo. 

| big play, but they're buying the $2 Included among the disappointees 
and $2.50 seat upstairs instead of | iS “Good Fairy’ at the Harris. Play 
the $3 top. The result is around | opened last Sunday night (15) to 
$17,500, instead of the 20 grand one | little money outside of a $600 ad- 
|might expect. vance, Unanimously good notices, 
Denny opened big Thursday night | however, started the box office on a 
(19) and house looks to get around | build, with the gross almost dou- 


$7,500, a good intake. 


Figure for Horton’s second week 
is slightly under $10,000. 


Geary gets the local ‘Love 


operetta 


“CLOCK’S’ WEAK $4,000 


Time’ 


tonight (23). 


There has been some question of IS L. A’S LEGIT SOLO 


Henry Duffy's El Capitan was the 
only legit house using electricity 
last week. Second time this year 
that legit sang a solo locally. 

‘Alarm Clock’ proved to be a 
headache for Duffy with the locals 
refusing to take Louise Fazenda ge- 
riously as a legit name draw. 
| Fazenda replaced Charlotte Green- 
wood as the star of the piece for the 

local engagement. Latter left the 
cast in San Francisco due to illness 


Los Angeles, May 23. 


| Billie Burke in ‘The Mad Hopes,’ 


a new play by tomney Brent, 


|} opened at the Belasco today (Mon- 


| 1,571; 


William Walsh is the, 


the hope being thereii be employ- | 


(20) ito stage. 


Todd, Jean May, Dora Clement, Ann | 


| 
a good 


| start and with business picking up | 


the first two or three weeks, 


the Ketcham-Cleveland stock at the 
Denham and they closed Saturday 
(21). 

They plan to make a tour of the 
state, 
ture houses. Prices in Denver 
been cut to a 50-cent top. 


had 


averaged over $14,-) 


Takes Plunge for $1,064 


playing night stands in pic- | 


gross was not big enough to keep | 


Frances Robinson. who holds an' 
Equity casting permit, has filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy 


Lists $1,064.09 in liabilities, and no 
assets. 

Miss Robinson lists her debts as 
$84.09 to the Centrun Corp.; $650 
to the Modern Investment & Loan 
Co.: $225 to Beatrice Lieberman and 
t75 to Ida Levin. 

Agent held an Equity employment 
permit only, allowing her to collect 
of actors’ wages for 10 weeks 
of a play’s run only. Equity is in- 


re 


ip Ga sblpe 


day) to a fair advance. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘The Alarm Clock,’ El Capitan (C- 
$1.50) (1st week). Below 
average opening week at $4,000 es- 
timated. Piece probably closes Sat- 
urday. 


Future Plays 


‘Ladies Are Weak,’ 
ham, legit director, bought by Ben 
Stein. Play's entire actions takes 
place in a transcontinental train. 

‘Cricket on the Hearth,’ revival by 





by Jo Gra- 


the American Ensemble Theatre, 
East 27th street, N. Y., for three 
nights, beginning May 27. 

Musical by the Gershwin Bros. 


next season will be done by Aarons 
& Freedley, probably from a book 
based on ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ Jack 
Buchanan will star. Show will 
open at a house other than the Al- 
vin, where the producers headquar- 
tered for years until Pincus & Gold- 
stone took over the house. 

‘West of Westchester,’ comedy by 
Len D. Hollister, for Richard Hern- 
don next season. 

‘Money Bound,’ by S. J. Parks, for 
| production by Ed Hutchinson, Parks 





Mestayer tentative 
ments. 


‘Chance at Heaven,’ by Vina Del- 


east engage- 


mar, to be produced by Robert 
Newman next season. 

‘Dread’ by Fred Herendeen for | 
production by Jess Smith and 
;Chas. Abramson. Producers re- 
cently planned indie film but 


changed their minds 
| ‘Ruy Blass’ and ‘Caponsacchi’ to 


be toured next fall by Walter 
Hampden. 

‘Honorable Johnsons’ by Lester 
Cole, Sharon, Conn. tryout by! 

the | Elizabeth Miele. 

‘Cease Firing’ abandoned before 
production last year by its author 
A. Bernard Merry, is due for an- 
other try, the author again pro- 
ducing. 

‘Love On Approval’ with Ceri! 
Spooner for Chicago this summer, 
H. Clay Blaney producing. 


‘Zee Zee’ Turned Back 
Francisco, May 23. 
his ‘Easy 


are back home after 


San 
Sid Goldtree 
Zee Zee’ troupe 


\ ancouver cense 


and for 


re obje ected to piec e 


and ordered it out afier four days 
at the Opera House. Mayor and 
police okayed the farce when it had 
been toned down. but city license 
inspector held } too bl ie. 

Goldtree had plenty of trouble 
rounding up the original cast which 
played ‘Zee Zee’ for more than a 
year at his thumbnail Green Street 
theatre here nd even more tronhie 
raising cash for boat fare. 


Miss 


Elise Bartlett and Harry | 


bling two nights later and advanc- 
ing to around $10,500 on nine per- 
formances. However, not so forte 
when compared to the $17,000 gar- 
nered by the star, Helen Hayes, in 
the first week of her previous show, 
Petticoat Influence,’ at the same 
house, ‘Fairy’ folds this Friday (27) 
to allow Miss Hayes to make uw boat 
for Europe. 

‘Devil Passes,’ Selwyn, stackcd up 
as the coin leader of the week. Four 
party sales heiped pile up near $12,- 
000, with the advance call for the 
|eurrent session encouraging enough 
to cause the adding on of a fourth 


| 
|week to the engagement. 

| ‘Counsellor - at - Law’ held to 
jaround $9,000 with its future made 


| problematical by the replacement 
llast night (22) of Otto Kruger by 
|Harry Mervis out of the cast. 
Kruger takes over the lead in the 
| play’s Broadway version. 

White's ‘Scandals’ and ‘Hay 
| Fever’ shared opening honors last 
inight. Spat with the treasurers’ 


| union evidently hurt the revue’s ad- 
| vance sale, as indicated by cancella- 

tions reported by the agencies, Cus- 
|} tomers were obviously scared off by 


lanticipation of further’ stench- 
| bombing of the house. Advance for 
ithe initial performance gave the 


| main floor near capacity, but a light 
response for the 3,500-seat Civic 
| Opera House’s boxes and balcony. 
|Heavily attended radio dealers and 
|refrigeration engineers conventions 
ion this week should give the White 
show support, but extravanganza is 
|not expected to hit over $35,000 for 
the opening stanza. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (4th 
week) (C-603; $3). Moved here from 
the Adelphi, but first week at the 
new stand failed to show better 
than $2,500. Latter the guarantee 
figure. Held on for the current 
stanza with hopes, but foldup this 
Saturday (28) looks certain. 
‘Confidential Service,’ Grand (2nd- 
final week) (D-1,360; $3). Chilly 
response to this one from the start. 
At around $5,500 worst for this 
house in over a year. Show folded 
the house dark until June 12 when 
Lew Leslie figures on bringing in 


his ‘Clowns in Clover.’ 
‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ Erlanger 
(15th week) (CD-1,319; $3). Still 


getting nice reaction from cut-rate 
trade. Substantial edge over $9,000 
for the week. Otto Kruger replaced 
| in lead by Harry Mervis out of the 
|local company. 

‘Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (2d week) 
(D-1,086; $2.50). Maintaining a firm 
| stride, coming within $12,000 on the 
;deuce lap. In for two weeks and now 
holding for two more. Several more 
| parties chalked up for current ses- 
| sion, 





‘Good Fairy,’ Harris (1st week) 
(C-1,084; $3). Katherine Corne!] 
must have taken the edge off the 


‘Helen Hayes entry. Didn't get go- 
ing until a couple of nights after 
ithe opening, but at that could only 
corral a moderate $10,000. Agency 
call light for the present and final 
week, but box office advance indi- 
cates a strong wind-up. 

‘Hay Fever,’ Adelphi (C-1,100; 
;$3). Came in Sunday (22) with 
Constance Collier topping cast for 
a two weeks’ stay and at cut-rate. 


‘Riddle Me This’ likely at next en- 
try. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Apollo (1st 
week) (R-1,443; $2.50). Came hack, 
after nine profitable weeks at the 
Garrick this season, for a washout 
reception. Paltry take for a car- 
mine $6,000 on the week. Probably 


will fold at the close of the second 


return week. 

‘Scandals,’ Civic Opera House 
(R-3,500; $3). 300ked for four 
weeks. Unveiled last night (22) to 
a moderate advance, with the call 
on the upper tiers weak. Couthoui 
two days before opening cut its 
guarantee down to 100 ducats a 


performance. 


STOCK, FILM FOR SUMMER 
May 23 


over to sume 


Dubugq if [a., 
Spensley has gone 


mer policy ombo, picture and 
stock. 

Two mats, Sun. and Wed. 25 
eents. Nights 35 and 50. Change 
twice a week. 


Sistas 





























VARIETY 
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Tuesday, May 24, 1932 











Plays on 


Broadway 





SHOW BOAT 


Florenz Ziegfeld revival of musical com 


edy in two acts and 17 scenes from Edna and ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
Ferber’s novel by Jerome Kern and Oscar} 


for the critics following a personal 
grouch ‘over the cdious comparisons 
-| of his ‘Hot-Cha’ to ‘Face the Music’ 
The review- 
ers’ commentaries on-the allegedly 


Hammestein II;~ scenes, Joseph Urban>;| ; $y , “ 
costumes, John Harkrider; Oscar Bradley, | ld-fashioned qualities’ of ‘Cha 
musical conductor. Opened May 19 at} prompted Ziggy to revive ‘Show 
Casino, New York (former Carroll theatre);: Boat’ as box-office evidence that 
= te etheten allied’ arlesteate wen ithis, of an old-fashioned vintage, 
ast include origina principals: ess| . ine . aa a . 29 ees 
Gardell (Aunt Jemima) Rdna May Oliver | could still attract in 1932. He S 
Charles Winninger, Eva Peck and Sammy | right, according to the reproduction 
White, Helen Morgan and Norma Terris;/| of ‘Boat.’ 
Paul Robeson and Dennis King, new. 
Others: A. Alan Campbell, Charles Ellis, It still packs charm and a heart- 
James Swift, Francis X. Mahoney, Thomas wallop, and boasts perhaps the best 
Gunn, Gladstone Waldrup, Phil .Sheridan,| balanced score of all times with a 
Jack Daley, Dorothy Denese, James Swift, | aunpace i, ae pees rhic ace 
Annie Hart, Estelle Floyd, V. Ann Kaye | su cession of songs upon which age 
Mildred Schwenke, Eyelyn Eaton, Mari| has only bestowed a more appealing 
Heligren, Robert Faricy, Pat Mann, J. | bouquet. ‘Old Man River,’ ‘Only 
Lewis Johnson, Gertrude Walker, Tana | Make Believe,’ ‘Can’t Help Lovin’ 
Kamp, Maurine Holmes, Laura Clairon.| That Man,’ the ‘You Are You’ duet, 
plus mixed choruses of white and colored! ;,- ¥ > oe ‘ - 
singers. Why Do I Love You?’ and ‘Bill’ is 





Ziegfeld's revival of ‘Show Boat’ 
made theatrical history at the re- 
christened Ear] Carroll theatre, now 
the Casino: It’s the first time that 
so pretentious a musical comedy 
has been revived in so short,a pe- 
riod of time after its original Broad- 
way premiere—four years and four 


months ago. 

With almost the original cast in- 
tact,-save for Paul Robeson and 
Dennis King—both of whom were 


voted unqualified improvements over 
the originals—plus the original pro- 
duction, at $3 it’s extraordinary 
value even in these 1932 days. Its 
New York stay may be limited alone 
by an original intention to route 
with Paul Robeson as the bally- 
hooed feature’ after about four 
weeks back on Broadway, Some. of 
the other principals can’t -stay- but 
for a limited number of- weeks. 

The jaded first-nighters, after a 
dull theatrical season, and made 
particularly ennui’d by a paucity of 
new stage fare of recent ‘weeks, 
seemed ‘to. have come collectively 
with a mutual Missouri. attitude. 
The entr-acte opinion was just as 
frank in dispelling the preconceived 
grouch, for all were unquestionably 
thrilled. 

Edna May Oliver, with a screen 
rep acquired in the intervening four 
years since her Parthy Ann Hawks 
character creation, was almost 
overwhelmed by the applause bar- 
tage. Paul Robeson was runner-up 
in the enthusiastic acclaim from a 
generally enthusiastic audience 
which ovationed all the other prin- 
cipals. 

From the trade angle it is note- 
worthy that almost all in the cast 
but Charles Winninger, who was at 
his peak at the time of the original 
production, have advanced far in 
show “DuSsiness, “i¢Ss Gardeil (Aint 
Jemima) is now of the ether sphere. 
Edna May Oliver’s screen renown 
has been commented upon. Sammy 
White and Eva Puck have likéwise 
progressed, as certainly did Helen 
Morgan. Dennis King, in place of 
Howard Marsh, the original Gaylord 
Ravenal, is an improvement, al- 
though in King’s case he was a 
Ziegfeld 10%-of-the-gross star with 
a $2,000 minimum guarantee; he’s 
in for half that now. 

There might be some captiousness 
over Norma Terris as the ingenue 
Magnolia so far as her youthful ap- 
pearance is concerned. The role 
necessarily calls for an elfin per- 
sonality, and Miss Terris has been 
rather busy on Broadway since. 

‘Show Boat’ is said to have been 
mounted by Ziegfeld as.a squarer 


~——-—_ 





EXPERIMENTING 
IS EXPENSIVE! 


EVERYTHING COSTS MONEY 


BUT -SAFETY! 


Safety Is Life Insurance— 
It Has No Substitute 








Put your money where you 
know you will always find it; it 
is cash on hand even when it is 
working for you. 


For further details, see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 FifthAve. New York 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 


almost an embarrassment of song 
riches for any musical comedy. 
Winninger is the same tip-top 
Cap'n Andy, skipper of the ‘Cotton 
Blossom’ showboat. Miss Oliver as 
his testy wife is excellent. King's 





| Sissippi river-front_ gambler, 
}and White as the haggling showboat | 
| troupers, Helen Morgan as the pen- | 
i sive Julie, and Paul Robeson as Joe 
| are equally sterling. 

‘Show Boat’. seemingly can stay 
quite a while on Broadway. It’s too 
fresh in memory to fall within the 
category of a second-generation 
proposition, but the fact that many 
have seen it more than once in the 
past augurs well for its prolonga- 
tion from: that source alone.’ Abel. 


CONCERTS . 


By Sallie 





Katinka’ Stollberg, a» splendid 
pianist, and Arturo Espinoza, cellist, 
played a joint recital at the Club- 
house auditorium. Mr. Esptnoza’s 
playing has a singing -quality and 
all the allure of Spanish inheritance. 
His ‘Popper,’ ‘Vidor’ and Saint- 
Saens’ numbers were delightful. 
Miss Stollberg Chopin's and. Liszt 
sonatas could be improved. There 
will always be the question of 
what may be the truest interpreta- 
tions of the old masters, of which 
each individual artist feels they 
have caught the inspirational mood. 

It is difficult to believe, however, 
that the over-emphasized effects of 
pedaling and tone-effects so often 
usea@ in the interpretations of the 
works of these composers are the 
true language of the drama, comedy 
or love theme. 





Stadium Concerts 

William van Hoogstraten, who is 
in the Rhineland preparing to con- 
duct at the Beethoven Festival in 
Bonn next month, and Albert 
Coates, who is now in Moscow di- 
recting performances of grand 
opera and symphonic programs, will 
both journey across the Atlantic to 
conduct the series of outdoors sym- 
phony concerts at the Stadium dur- 
ing the summer. 





MacDowell Recital 

Sixteen young pianists at the 
MacDowell gallery were heard in a 
recital with Giovanni Morelli, tenor, 
as the assisting artist. Composi- 
tions by Matthews, Schuman, Friml, 
Mana-Zucca, Mendelssohn, etc., had 
their keyboard effects. These young 
|artists have talent and are serious 
| workers. Mr. Morelli’s sweet tenor 
| voice won applause. 











| 

j . 

| One Circuit 

| (Continued from page 67) 

| for its members. The matter, how- 
lever, has not been officially con- 
| sidered by Equity’s Council. Latter 
| turned down the idea when the Col- 
| umbia wheel tried pop legit several 
| years ago. It would be possible to 
} gross from $8,000 to $14,000 at a 
pop scale on a basis of two shows 
| daily. 

Banks and Terms 
| Broadway theatres controlled by 
| banks appear to be in a tough spot. 
| Feelers for bookings for five such 


resentative from the banks was told 
they would have to revise 
|} ideas about a fixed 
| their investments. 
{only chance the banks had to op- 


terms and whatever money 








- | earned 


over operating 
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investments. 


voice and swagger are wedded to| 


the role of the adventursome Puck | but patrons and critics alike give 
Puck 


| houses met with a rebuff, The rep- 


their 
percentage on 
He was told the 


} erate was to play regular sharing 
was 
expense 
|; would have to be satisfactory be- 
| cause guarantees by shows are out. 

Competition for shows next sea- 
son may force the banks to finance 
productions to protect their theatre 
Under the law banks 
| may not participate in other busi- 


BRIDAL WISE 


Philadelphia, May 21. 

This comedy by Frances Goodrich 
and Albert Hackett, which was 
withdrawn for rewriting, recasting 
and restaging after two weeks on 
the subway circuit and is now play- 
ling at the Broad Street theatre, 
gives every evidence of sane and 
salutary treatment. 

Frank Craven, called in to direct, 
has accomplished a great deal, and 
(the authors themselves have ob- 
vously made a number of improve- 
| ments. The cast is still by no means 
all that might be asked, but except 


in a couple of instances it is ade- 
quate. 

Real interest centers on the tal- 
ented youngster, Jackie Kelk, who 
has one of the most difficult juve- 
nile roles seen on the stage in re- 
| cent years. Management has been 
| playing down this angle here be- 
eause of state laws on child actors, 











Jackie the credit for most of the 
show’s interest, at the same time 
taking nothing away from - the 
charming Madge Kennedy. He's 
none of the usual sweet or cute 
stage kids, but a little demon who,, 
quite. unintentionally, plays a yery 
big part in the marital complica- 
tions of the four adult principals. 
Chances of ‘Bridal Wise’s’ success 
are very largely tied up in young 
Kelk. He supplies a novel touch in 
what otherwise is just a bright lit- 
tle comedy built along the lines of 
‘Private -Lives,”’ but without the 
Coward. epigrams. 
A few years ago this Goodrich- 
Hacket comedy would have been 
much surer of at least a moderate 
success, ‘ As it is, despite its many: 
laughs, most:of: them in.the second: 
and. third acts, it is somewhat 
dcubtful of.clicking with the Broad- 
way first-nighters, First act. still 
needs fixing, especially the first 15 
minutes, which move along halt- 
ingly. 

Story concerns young couple on a 
Maryland - estate. Husband gets 
horse crazy and wife has no use for. 
the animals nor for the crowd that 
hubby runs. with, especially the 
blonde vamp to whom he presents 
an expensive nag and whom he in- 
vites to his home tg look after his 
stable. Wife leaves, and in a few 
months both of them are married 
again, she to the family lawyer, he 
to the horsey vamp. Their child is 
the one tie that binds and it is the 
child that rezssembies ‘them under 
the same roof on the eve of their 
second honeymoons. No mush here 
at all; the kid stuffs himself with 
cake and candy and géts sick, which 
causes his parents to realize how 
much they care for him and, event- 
ually, how much they care for each 
other. -Last act develops along bed- 
room farce angles, with plenty of 
comedy, still acceptable if not origi-. 
nal. 


James Rennie was uncertain in 
his part at the opening here, but 
should be okay in.a féw days. . Miss 
Kennedy is first rate. Blyth Daly 
seems to overdo the yamp, although 
the part itself seems exaggerated. 
Ray Walburn is good as the lawyer, 
but some of the smaller bits could 
be improved. 


Play has good sets by Jo Mieli- 


OUT. OF TOWN. REVIEWS: 


| Inside Stuff—Lesit P 


Abrupt withdrawal of ‘There’s Always Juliet’ last Wednesday (18) 
from Henry Miller’s theatre was accompanied by Paramount, paying 
about $25,000 for the equitable adjustmént the sudden closing called for, 
Settlement was made on the basis that the show would have run four 
more weeks. Actors’ salaries, author’s royalties and the theatre’s eng 
for that period were taken care of. 

‘Juliet?’ was presented under Gilbert Miller's name, actual producer 
being the Frohman office which is owned by Par. Therefore show'y 
expected profits were not considered. Par wanted Herbert Marshall on 
the Hollywood lot to play in ‘Blonde Venus’ opposite Marlene Dietrich, 
| Cost of closing the show was figured an economy because the making 
of the picture will not be delayed. No word was received from Miller, 
who is abroad, but it was thought the settlement would be satisfactory 
to him, since his only personal interest was the theatre’s approximate 
| profit should the run have been completed. 

; Edna Best (Mrs. Marshall), co-starred with Marshall in ‘Juliet,’ accome 
| panied him to the Coast and is slated to go before Metro cameras. 








Samuel Hoffman, attorney for Dorothy Knapp in.her suit against the 
late Mrs. F, W. Penfield, Earl Carroll.and the Vanities Producing Corp, 
has petitioned for an attorney's lien against Carroll and his company, 
claiming Carroll paid Miss Knapp $2,700 salaries personally instead of 
making the payments through Hoffman, as attorney for the plaintiff, 
Franklin Brooks has been appointed referee to decide the issue. 

In making answer to Hoffman’s plea, Alfred Beekman, of House, 
trossman & Vorhaus, for Carroll, sought to show that the payment had 
been made after the original action had been started and an agreement 
had been made to discontinue this action and start another one. It is 
claimed payment was made before the new action started. 


Although William A. Brady won an. unanimous arbiters’ decision in 
the claim brought against him by Equity on behalf of the cast of his 
récent J. M. Barrie revivals, the decision absolving him‘of any further 
responsibility, the producer surprised Equity and the cast by voluntarily 
sending a check Wednesday (18) to cover half the amount the cast 
claimed. 

Check was sent by Brady’s office, upon his instructions, after the proe 
ducer and his wife, Grace George, sailed. for. Europe. 

Although the. cast had collected minimum guarantees. after the. show 
closed suddenly, they claimed. percentage of gross based on previous 
week’s takings, 





The first specifié bequests set forth in the will of thd‘late Joe Leblang 
have been paid, about $20,000 being given to employees. Those who 
worked in the Public Service agéncy for five or more years received 
$1,000 each. Those in the Leblang outfit for three years were given $500, 
and those working a year or more received $250. 

Although the ticket magnate has been dead over a year, family bee 
quests and other settlements are not expected to be made for ancther 
six months. Understood the employees were taken care of because some 
will be laid off during the summer. 





’-Bernard Simon, legit p.a. who was to be in on the Mt. Kisco, New York, 
summer stock with Day Tuttle, quit when he couldn't agree with Tuttle 
on play selections. Kisco stock is to be a semi-joint affair with Arthur 
Sircom’s Millbrook, New York stand, Sircom staging all the shows which 
will play a week at each.tiouse. Mrs. Simon, despite her husband's 
departure from Kisco, will remain as a member of the company. 

Simon, to go to the Kisco venture, gave up his job as p.a. for ‘Another 
Language,’ Theton Bamberger succeeding him, When Simon told ‘Bam’ 
about quitting the stock thing, ‘Bam’ voluntarily gave up his ‘Language’ 
connection, Simon’ now handling’ the show. 





Richard Herndon is half owner of the titles ‘Merry Go Round’ and 
‘Americana.’ Produced both shows some years back as musicals, Pro«- 
ducer is making no claim with ‘Round’ now being used for a drama at 
the Avon. When Herndon produced his show of that name it ran at the 
Klaw, which is the same is the Avon, Theatre name was changed @ 
couple of years ago. 

Shuberts are doing another ‘Americana’ by the original author, J. P. 
McEvoy. 





George S. Kaufman, who says he had to start all over again and is off 
with a head start, what with his share of royalties and hunk of the pro- 
duction of ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ has a suggestion to cure the depression: 

Appoint receivers for all the receivers and continue the process as 
new ones come along. , 

Satirist is working on a new play called: ‘Ten Barrooms in a Night,” 





ziner and, as mentioned, Craven’s 
direction is adept and skillful. Count 
the play ag having a chance for 
moderate attention. Waters. 


A Murder Has Been 


Arranged 


Pasadena, May 17. 


Pasadena Community Playhouse produc- 
tion by Emelyn Williams, Gilmor Brown 
directed. Semi-professional cast included 
Helen Kent, David Phillip Dare, Shirley 
Simpson, Jack Rea, Jean Inness, Susanne 
Leach, Frederick Stover, Victory Jory and 
Joan Blair. Opened May 13. One set. 








Played with very little comedy, 
this ghost story builds to an in- 
tense pitch which may be classed 
as farce by wise guys, Climax has 
the dead man’s ghost walking into 
the room to sit down to table with 
the family. Play has been produced 
in London and Boston, and would 
draw where a fright show has a 
chance, 


Given usual good cast and pro- 
duction by the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse and  Gilmor 
Brown, its director. Players work 
gratis in hope of having the show 
produced in New York, or of being 
seen by film talent scouts. 

Story is of a dabbler in occult 
science who is having an evening 
party on the stage of a closed Lon- 
don theatre. At 11 o’clock he is to 
fall he.r to 2,000,000 pounds and is 
giving the weird party for some 
personal reasons in which he is in- 
fluenced by black magic. Relative 


the party to murder him. 

He succeeds, but the occultist's 
wife conceals the body until after 
the set time, and thus inherits the 











sidiary corporations. 





nesses but can operate through sub- 








money. 


who will receive the money if the | 
occultist dies before 11 comes to} 


in the modern trend. 





| Congressman William (Anti-Critic) Sirovich’s play about banking, 
| titled ‘Tin Boxes,’ will not be done this season. Instead, it’s being re- 
vised by Frederick and Fanny Hatton and will come in next fall. Hat- 
ton deal was set last week by Gustave Blum, school teacher, who will 
produce the play. 

Original plan was to produce ‘Boxes’ in time to get it to Washington 
while Congress was in session, then go to Chicago while the political 
conventions were in their throes. 





Katherine Hepburn, in “The Warrior's Husband,’ which closed last 
week at the Morosco, N. Y., is married to Winslow Smith, insurance 
broker. Show played three months but Smith never attended a per- 
formance. After reading the script the husband said he did not care to 
see his wife in the play. 

‘Husband’ provided Miss Hepburn’s first leading role on Broadway. 





Charlie Levy, ticket broker, switched plans and sailed on the Bremen 
last week. Quite a party to see him off, including a delegation from his 
agency where the clerks’ salaries were sliced on the eve of his departure. 

Levy asked Joey Gold, one of the ticket sellers, what he would like 
| him to bring back from abroad, the answer being: ‘My $25 cut.’ 





No flossy counter-like boxoffice at the Casino theatre, N. Y., now 
Carroll, is out. Now enclosed in frosted glass which makes it easier for 
the treasurers since the ticket racks are not exposed. 

It also reduces the chances of the boys being beaned by stray bandits. 








One of the better known p.a.’s was recently induced into handling & 
show he knew nothing about on the strength of the press notices from 
abroad. At the premier, the p.a. stayed until half of the second act and 
then walked out, never to return. Didn’t even go back for his salary, 
which is news. 





Author-producer of a recent failure was so certain of his show’s suc- 
cess that he engaged his cast for the ‘life’ of the play, instead of the 
usual run of the play. Piece didn’t last a week. 





American Theater of Farce, new group, is understood to be the sam® 
as the American Civic Theatre. 
Latter outfit announced but failed to do a show this season. 
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Pinero’s ‘Cold June’ Weak London 
Starter, Cattle Lasts 3 Shows 





London, May 23, 


‘A Cold June’ got a cool reception 
at the Duchess theatre, It’s a Pin- 
ero play that has been offered about 
for several years and would have 
done the 77-year old pkaywright 
more good if left unproduced. Aud- 
jence found it old-fashioned. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ at the Lyrie 
is G. P. Priestley’s initial theatre 
enterprise. His previous effort, 
‘The Good Companions,’ had been 
adapted by somebody else from one 
of his novels. Current affair is an 
unusual thriller and was well re- 
ceived, but its fate is still in the 
balance. 

‘Queer Cattle’ at the Haymarket 
is a modern Enoch Arden idea. Al- 
most a good play, but misses de- 
spite being splendidly acted. It 
closed Saturday night (21) after 
only three performances. 


COOK SHOW PROMISING 
ON BRITISH BREAK-IN 


London, May 23. 


Nice reports are drifting in from 
Manchester where the new John 
Murray Anderson revue, ‘Fanfares,’ 
is breaking in. Show starring Joe 
Cook, Violet Loraine and June is 
doing three weeks there prior to 
coming to London. 

Managers and agents who at- 
tended the opening are enthusiastic 
and the local papers in their no- 
ices are encouraging. 

Anderson’s previous London re- 
vue, ‘Bowbells,’ folds at the Hippo- 
drome June 4. Julian Wylie’s mu- 
sical ‘Believe It or Not,’ currently in 
the provinces, will replace June 9. 
Berinoff and Charlot are last minute 
additions to the cast. 


Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


Sydney, April 27, 

Australia is witnessing a fight be- 
tween the Federal government and 
the State government of New South 
Wales which has the _ theatrical 
managements worried. 

The Federal government has a 
garnishee over the State of New 
South Wales, claiming all money 
paid into the state treasury. All 
managements were required, before 
the fight, to pay their tax to the 
local government. Both Federal and 
State officersysay they must pay the 
tax to them 

if the managements refuse to pay 
State officers, they are liable to 
have their theatre licenses rescinded. 
If they refuse to pay the Federal 
men they can be heavily fined for 
refusing to comply with the Gar- 
nishee Act. 

Opera a Smash 

Grand Opera is the biggest box- 
office smash in this city. Presented 
by Williamson-Tait in conjunction 
with Imeprial Opera Ltd, the project 
first was frowned upon by the thea- 
trical alley. Before the curtain rose 
on the first production W-T had 
outlayed a sum amounting to $200,- 
000. With the depression and a 
Political crisis, the success of an 
opera season appeared to be remote. 
W-T lost 80,000 pounds last year in 
the legitimate field. 

But W-T will get their money 
back with the present opera com- 
pany, which is probably the best 
outfit to ever come from Italy. 
Nevin Tait and Signor Foley went 
across to Italy at a time when there 
Was a distinct slump in opera, and 
they signed up some of the best 
singers from the La Scala, Milan. 

Every night since the season 
opened there has been a triple row 
of standees in stalls and balk my. 
For each opera so far presented the 
theatre has been sold out a week 
ahead. The success achieved has 
the picture managements puzzled. 
They never gave opera a chance 
against sexy and horror pictures. 


‘Guardsman’ Flops 
Two sudden picture flops 
both the Hoyt and Greater 
managements worried 
Five Star Final’ (renamed ‘Letters 
of Fire’) and ‘The Guardsman’ both 
f0t possibly the lowest gross in this 


had 
Union 


> 





recently. | 


city for a long time. Each feature 
booked in for long-run try could | 
only play out one week. Press 


praised both productions and rated 
each high for the brilliant acting. 
G. U. T. replaced ‘Guardsman’ 


With ‘The Unholy Garden,’ while 
Hoyts for th: first time brought in 
a dual feature bill, ‘Her Majesty 


Love’ and ‘I Like Your Nerve Lat- 
ter two not strong enough for 
uns and possibly just a fill-in 


long 


Carroll Wants Henson; 
Talks to Lou Holtz 


London, May 23. 

Earl Carroll says he has practi- 
cally settled to do a musicalization 
of ‘It’s a Girl,’ farce recently shown 
here at the Strand. 

Show was adapted by Austin 
Melford from the German and Car- 
roll would like Leslie Henson, Syd- 
ney Howard and Melford in the or- 
ignal roles they played in London, 
although not likely that any of 
them are now available. He’s in 
Paris talking to Lou Holtz about 
taking one of the leads. 


London Variety 


Houses Pooling 


On U.S. Talent 


London, May 23. 

Palladium management is think- 
ing of talking to the Pavilion about 
jointly importing American acts. 
Palladium is satisfied to go through 
with it on the basis that it be given 
first call on the acts. 

Thought likely that the thing will 
go through, since the Pavilion is 
not likely to feel that acquiescence 
will hinder it in any way. Pavilion 
relies pretty much on a transient 
clientele, whereas the Palladium has 
a regular clientele. 

New attitude on the part of the 
Palladium managers is due to the 
fact it’s a certainty the Pavilion is 
going to make a success of its new 
vaude policy and a working ar- 
rangement of some _ sort might 
check further newcomers. 

Previously the Palladium had 
warned actors and acts that showing 
at the Pavilion would mean invok- 
ing the barring rule for the rest of 
the circuit. . 

Billy and Elsa Newell, after a 
fortnight at the Pavilion, opened at 
the Holborn today (23). 

Booking is a surprise in that it 
is contrary to the threat issued by 
General Theatres that newcomers 
would be barred on their circuit if 
playing the Pavilion. 


Hall Scouting Talent 


London, May 23. 
Harry Hali, general manager of 
the Blackpool Tower and Winter 
Garden theatres sailed on the Bri- 
tannic May 19 for New York. 
It's an annual trip in search of 
talent, 


CLOSE IN ON 








Paris, May 23. 

Considerable resentment over im- 
ported talent here recently with the 
result that steps are being taken to 
make things easier for local per- 
formers. 

Legit managers have been forced, 
by the local actors’ association, to 
accept union contract specifications 
and toe the line on talent require- 
ments. Picture studios are also be- 
ing forced to limit the percentage of 
foreigners employed to 10%. 

Limiting the foreign help in pic- 
ture studios has long been a buga- 
boo here, especially as regards ex- 
tras. Attempts will now be made to 
strictly enforce the rule, 


6 OF PALLADIUM’S 11 
ACTS ARE AMERICAN 


London, May 23. 

Current program at the Palladium 
(vaudeville) comprises six American 
and two Continental acts out of 11 
on the bill. Nell Kelly was out at 
the last minute today (Monday) due 
to a bad throat. 

Newcomers include Esther Ral- 
ston who begged off with a speech 
and looks sure-fire for a fortnight. 
Harry Foster Welch did nicely and 
the five Hot Shots got over. 


Luguet Home to Star 


Andre Luguet left New York 
Saturday (12) for France to go into 
a French stage play at the Antoine 
theatre, Paris. Piece is untitled as 
yet and will star Luguet with Ga- 
brielle Dorziet featured opposite 
him. . 

Luguet who was brought to the 
U. S. by Metro for foreign versions 
has just completed a six month 
contract for Warners playing in do- 
mestics. He learned English while 
on the Metro lot. 








London Show World 





London, May 14. 

First night of ‘The Jack Pot,’ new 
revue at the Prince of Wales, was 
damaged by various property men, 
who appeared on the wrong side of 
the curtain an alarming number of 
times. 

Marion Harris, first rate at the 
Cafe de Paris, failed to connect with 
a theatre audience, and her star 
position in the revue, which was 
really little but a variety show, was 
not fortunate. 

Barbette, the dame impersonator- 
acrobat, got his quota of applause, 
his Marlene Dietrich impersonation 
being really good. Phyllis Monkman 
‘made’ the show from the acting 
angle. 


London River Dances 

Clifford Whitley’s Show Boat 
stunt, whereby a paddle steamer has 
been converted into a floating dance 
palace, and is parading up and down 
the Thames twice nightly through 
the summer, looks like being a hit. 

Tables for the first week, starting 
May 31, are booked solid. Cost for 
dance and dinner is $3, and the same 
for supper and dancing. 

Whitley has a scheme to start it 
all off with a river pageant of 50 
illuminated boats. 

A Tax Question 
The Chancellor of the 


aware a number of film theatres had 
closed as a result of the heavy tax- 
ation, stated he was not aware of it 
and saw no reason to cut the tax. 


Piccadilly Flood Lights 


Piccadilly Circus, famous traffic 
junction of London, Bohemian capi- 
tal of the world, which has been 
written up a million times in a 
million places is to be flood-lighted 
Flock of 88,000 candle-power lamps 
will flood it, and it is said to be the 
most brilliantly illuminated street 
junction in the world, rivalled onl) 
by the centre square of the English 
industrial town, Birmingham 

Eros the famous statue if tne 


Exchequer, | 
asked in Parliament whether he was} 


middle of Piccadilly, was originally 
intended to be separately flood-lit. 
This has been dismissed as un- 
necessary. 


Sir Arthur Pinero’s latest play, 
‘A Cold June,’ is to be presented at 
the Duchess next month with 
Charles Carson in the lead. 


This play is said to have had 
quite a career flitting among the 
various London managements, 


England Turf-Minded 


The betting craze in this country 
gets worse and worse. Subscrip- 
tions to the big Irish Sweepstakes, 
which is officially illegal, amount to 
around $20,000,000, most of it 
/}coming from England. 

The Sweep is organized on the 
result of the Epsom Derby, run 
during the first week in June. 
Meanwhile efforts are being made 
to legalize sweepstakes in England 
j}and keep some of this dough in the 
| COMRSET. 








Reviving ‘Smiles’ 
| Stanley Scott has taken a lease 
on the Dominion for the revival of 
l‘The Land of Smiles,’ which was 
'originally to have been restaged at 
ithe Prince Edward. 

opens in a fortnight with 
Tauber in the lead again. 


Piece 
Richard 





HARRY RANDALL DIES 


London, May 23. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Harry Randall died here at the 
age of 72. 

Randall was a famous comedian 
of the Victorian era. 

Sen. Murphy’s English Date 

Senator Murphy opens at the 
Palladium, London, August 1 on a 


wo-weeks’ assignmé¢ nt. 


Jt's a return trip 





} 


IMPORT TALENT... 





London Sees Rebirth of Vaude, 
Mainly in Success of 4-a-Day 
Policy at Rejuvenated Pavilion 





London Preparing 
Musicalized “Trilby’ 


London, May 23. 
version of ‘Trilby’ goes 
into the Winter Garden about July 
15. 


Lea Seidl will handle the title role 
and Ernest Milton is scheduled for 
tke Svengali part. 


5 CLOSINGS CUT 
LONDON SHOW 
LIST 


London, May 23. 
revue starring Marion 
Harris, the Prince of 
Wales Saturday night (21) after 
struggling through ten days. Revue 
was a failure from the beginning 
and encountered financial difficul- 
ties immediately. 

* Cast was not paid, with the ex- 
ception of two continental acts who 
received part payment. The stage 


7 


crew got 25%. 


‘Jackpot,’ 
closed at 


Show was built around Miss 
Harris with the American singer 
making only occasional appear- 


ances the last few days due to in- 
disposition, it was announced. 

Biggest sufferer was  Barbette, 
American female impersonator, who 
cancelled five weeks of vaudeville 
to go into the show. 

Rubin Humphreys, promoter of 
the revue, is filing a bankruptcy 
petition. 

Prince of Wales is now leased to 
the Union Cinema, Ltd., controlling 
25 houses in England, which plans 
to stage a continuous revue. Desig- 
nation of ‘revue’ is necessitated by 
the fact that house has a license 
which bars vaude. 

Hyman, head of Mecca Cafe and 
Locarno Dance Hall, claims to hold 
a priority contract with the house 
and there may be a contest. 

Also closed Saturday night were 
‘Man Overboard’ at the Garrick, 
‘Queer Cattle’ after three days at 
the Haymarket, ‘Tobias and the 
Angel’ at the Westminster, and ‘The 
Merchant of Venice’ at the Saint 
James. 


Licenses for Actors 
To Exclude Amateurs 


Brussels, May 12. 

To arrest the growing practice of 
amateur artists accepting ‘crowd 
work’ and minor roles in stage plays 
at cut rates and thus depriving pro- 
fessionals of jobs they need, a 
mixed committee of delegates of the 
Belgian Professional Artists’ Union 
and of the Amateurs’ Federation 
has been appointed. 

The committee will issue amateur 


j}and professional licenses, the latter 





being granted only to those actors 


and ectresses whose _ principal 
means of existence has been fur- 
nished by dramatic art during at 
|least three years. 

The Artists’ Union is to fix a 
minimum wage for its members. 


Temporary licenses may be granted 
to beginners 


LONDON FIRST, THEN N. Y. 


lor his first production of the new 


season, Gilbert Miller will send 
| Henry Stephenson, English actor 
|eurrently in New York, back to 
London. 

Piece is ‘Firebird’ from the Hun- 
garian of Lajos Zilahy and was 
adapted by Jeffrey Dell. After the 


London showing, inl probably 


| riety 
j} tually, it 


| standee 


; 
| 


| Windmill 





come to New York, possibly with | 


tact. 


the cast ir 


Maughan’s New Play 


London, May 23. 
Barry Jackson will produce 
Somerset Maughan’s newest play. 
It w ome in about September 


London, May 14. 
Success of the Palladium, and 
more recently the Pavilion and 


theatres, vaudeville 
eems to prove that va- 
dead in England. Ac- 
started booming and 


as 
strongholds 
is not 
has 
regular. 
Although the Palladium succeeded 
at a time when vaudeville was con- 
sidered dead over here, the manage- 
inent cannot claim to have discov- 
ered anything outstanding in four 
years whereas Lucien Sammett, 
creator of Revuedeville, at the 
Windmill, a 308 seater, has un- 
earthed more talent in four months 


business is 


than the- Palladium in as many 
years. The tempo and presentation 
of non-stop variety is essentially 


American but nevertheless to 
London. 

No doubt that the Palladium peo« 
ple are annoyed with the Pavilion 
for daring to go vaudeville, after 
the Oxford Street house had held 
a West End monopoly for so long. 
-alladium is even said to be pute 
ting up booking oppositi-n by bare 
ring acts which play the Pavilion. 

Charles Gulliver, of Moss Em- 
pires, approached General Theatres, 
which runs the Palladium, for a 
booking agreement but has so far 
been snubbed. Belief here is that 
General Theatres has everything to 
gain by a booking arrangement, as 
it would thereby keep the best ar- 
tists, and would keep out harmful 
competition. 


Pavilion Is Reborn 


The London Pavilion, latest of the 
continuous variety houses, opened 
its new lease on life May 9 Un- 
der the C. B. Cochran banner it had 
been a revue house for several 
years. Asa picture spot for British 
International it flopped for a year, 
resulting in A. E. Abrahams, who 
owns it, letting it to M. M. S. (Lon- 
don Pavilion), Ltd., which has also 


new 


taken Collin’s Music Hall in the 
suburbs. 
Title of this company hides the 


identity of E. Mepsted, G. £. Miliier 
and John Southern, the financial 
backer being Major North, a South 
American millionaire. 

Pavilion policy is four shows 
daily starting 2 p. m. and ending at 
midnight. Divided into two parts, 
the first comprises five standard 
acts. The second uses the entire 
stage with a cabaret background. 

Max and Harry Nesbitt start the 
show, followed by the Charladies, 
staged by Paul Murray, made up of 
old-timers. Felovis, brought over 
for the opening, deserves his spot. 
Billy and Elsa Newell, on their third 
trip to England, are the laugh 
standout. Randolph Sutton, clos- 
ing the first half, is still admitted 
one of the best English light com- 
edy singers. 

Entitled ‘Our Cabaret,’ the second 
half opens with the 16 Pavilion 
Angels, much undressed and draw- 
ing male trade. Naunton Wayne, 
acting as compere, has an easy 
style and is becoming one of the 
best of the British bunch in this re<- 
spect. Berinoff and Charlot, anoth- 
er importation, formerly Berinoff 
and Ulallie, score nicely. Charlot 
is an improved replacement. 

Eight Parisian Can Can dancers, 
really a Sherman Fisher English 
troupe, imitate the real thing and 
are good enough. Ann Penn is still 
a good imitator, but this type of 
act seems doomed these days. 

Harry Roy’s band, one of the best 
hot combinatiors on this side, backs 
the program. 

$8,000 Overhead 

The Pavilion, with a capacity of 
1,473. including 373 standees, can 
do $2,200 daily on a four show ba- 
sis at prices rangi.g from 25 cents 
to $1.25. Rent at $2,500 a week, 
talent, overhead and advertising, do 
not total more than about $8,000, 
Thus far the takings have aver- 
aged nearly $2,000 a day and house 
is showing a good profit. 


Henry Sherek is the exclusive 
booker and is putting on weight. 
John Sout:ern, although expe- 


| rienced in the West End, has never 
| previously touched variety. 

Southern is spending to renovate 
ithe theatre and improve the interior, 
| His publ so far is terrific. He 
has even succeeded in getting A. E, 
Abrahams to put $5060 into the 
venture 
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Too Many Lifts One and a Ha 6 
In view of the wholesale grab- Doubleday-Doran is publishing Shining Starr 


bing of ‘Variety’s news by film col- 
umnists without even giving credit, 
it will probably become necessary 
for ‘Variety’ to enforce its copy- 
right against all papers, trade or 
daily. The manner in which some 
of the columnists, as for example 
Regina Crewe's Wednesday chatter 


in the New York ‘American,’ con- 
tinuously adopts ‘Variety’ news, 
without an acknowledgment forces | 
the protectorate attitude. 

The Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ also 
recently credited an exclusive story 
to the New York ‘World Telegram’ | 
which that sheet took from | 
‘Varicty.’ 


New Chi ‘Amerk’ Changes 

More changes in the Hearst Chi- 
cago ‘American’ lineup with Karl 
Kahn off the city desk and 
Curley, son of William Curley, now 
assistant city editor to Ed Redicker. | 
Latter formerly assisted Ernest | 
Keller, asst. general manager of the | 
paper. Harry Reutlinger remains | 
as an assistant on the desk. } 

Two new femme columnists on 
the sheet are Mrs. W. M. Blair, so- 
ciety matron, and Virginia Swickle. | 
Since the last cut of news men on 
the staff, which left but four men 
to cover the town, a couple of new 
reporters have been added. 





Holland’s ‘Book Week’ 

Holland just had a ‘Book Week,’ 
especially to boost Dutch books. 
Opened at the Hague with a liter- 
ary matinee at the Princess theatre. 
Tedious affair consisted of a long 
program starting with a lecture on 
books by one of the ‘high brow’ 
writers. Declamations followed and 
then a few songs by a Dutch so- 
prano. This lasted an hour and a 
half after which the whole program 
was practically repeated. 

House was packed, audience con- 
sisting of would-be literary lights 
and admirers, and hardly anybody 
dared leave during the interval. 


More Hearst Coast Outs 

Hearst’s Frisco ‘Examiner’ went 
on another firing spree and let out 
Thomas Nunan, radio editor, who 
had been on the sheet for 35 years. 
Ed Charlton, marine ed, was fired 
after some 20 years time. Oscar 
Fernbach takes over and consoli- 
dates radio and shipping. 

‘Ex’ planning to abandon the 
East Bay news section it has long 
featured... Bill. Mason, Qakland city 
ed, will be brought over to the 
local headquarters and remainder 
of Oakland staff dropped. 


Garbo to Mooney 

Fred Paisley, who has been doing 
a series of articles at Metro’s Cul- 
ver City studio on Greta Garbo, 
will tackle San Francisco next for 
the New York ‘Daily News.’ He 
will probe into the much contro- 
verted Mooney-Billings case dating 
back to 1916. 

Not reported what angle Paisley, 
or the ‘News,’ will take. Ordinarily 
liberals and conservatives divide 
sharply on this case. 


Hearst Execs’ Injured 

Walter J. Merrill, advertising 
manager of the Chicago ‘Herald and 
Examiner’ and Edward G. Woods, 
general counsel for the Hearst 
papers in Chicago, were painfully 
injured in an auto crash. 

Merrill fractured some ribs and 
has a lacerated scalp, while Woods 
suffered injuries to arms, legs and 
jaw besides three fractured ribs. 
Both are at the Michael Reese hos- 
pital. 





Fairbanks Jr.’s Future 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., crashed 
two weekly magazines last week 
with fiction. ‘Liberty’ carried his 
‘Gay Love’ while the ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ ran ‘Jr.’ from the 
same typewriter. 

Young Fairbanks’ activity in 
literature is in line with his vow 
that he won't sit around biting his 
fingernails after he’s through in 
pictures, 





No Connection 


Until the Albert Romeike Co., 
press clipping agency, dissolved 


there were two Romeike companies 
in that line. Other was the Henry 
Romeike firm which continues to 
function. 

Albert Romeike 
ginized in 1914. 
nection between 
agencies. 


agency was or- 
There is no con- 
the two clipping 


Short Shorts 
The short short story, once con- 


sidered a freak but now an integral | 


part of many fiction mags, comes 
into its own at last. A new monthly 
mag called ‘Short Shorts’ and con- 
taining that type of fiction only. 


| fied with various publishing enter- 


s0b | 





Fiction 
‘Motern Were’. COE 80) 6occcccsasecne secseeees- BY Louis Bromfield 
‘Magnolia Street’ ($2.50) c.csccccccereeeseesseees- By Louis Golding 
‘Good Earth’ ($2.50) .......e. pe beevegeeiiands ....-By Pearl S. Buck 
Maids and Mistresses’ ($2.50) eeeeeees- bY Beatrice Kean Seymour 
‘Brieht Bin’ “CSZ.50) 665 6 cccceaes ‘ Pike wee ».e+- By Julia Peterkin 
‘State Fair’ ($2.50) coccccccccccsccscece jcaeeeesean cm 2 “eee 
Non-Fiction 
‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ......-By Grand Duke Alexander 
‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00) ...... By L. E. Lawes 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) Werier rT Ty te. By Frederick Lewis Allen 
‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) ceccrccscce pe tia siena By Clarence Darrow 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) ...ccccoess seeseeeby John Truslow Adams 
‘A Fortune to Share’ ($1.50) seccsseuss eececocecesens $y Vash Young 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending May 21 as reported by The American 
News Company. 


this week the portion of the incom- 
plete novel of Arnold Bennett to- 


300 pages. 
The novelette, 


folk. It is interesting but not grip- 
ping, and is rather a dull mate for 
the companion story. 

| ‘Dream of Destiny’ apparently 
| reaches almost midway to the story 
| the author sought to tell, 





| outcome of a promising series of in- 
|cidents. A young English actress 
| scores in the States and a business 
| man is attracted to her but fears to 
declare himself because he dreamed 








prises, and editor is Paul Andersog, 


former college prof and _ scribbler. 
Initial printing order is 250,000, the| 
new mag to get full national dis- 


| 
| 
| 


tribution. 
White particularly seeking meri- 
torious material from _ scribblers 


| who have never had anything pub- 


lished before. Absolutely nothing 


but short shorts, however. 


Coward’s Skits | 
Doubleday-Doran has a collection 
of the sketches, blackouts and songs | 

' 
' 


written by Noel Coward, chiefly for | 
revues. 


In a foreword the author ex- 
presses some doubt as to how the 
matter, intended for the stage, will | 


read in print. In this he is te some 
degree correct, but he suggests that 
much of the material may interest 
those putting on amateur theatri- 
cals, and points out that perform- 
ances for profits must be under the 
proper license. 

To those who would write black- 
outs this book should be a help. To 
others it is pleasant and frequently 
highly entertaining reading matter 
for an idle moment. Book lists 45 
titles ranging from brief verse to 
sustained dramatic sketches with 
the skits and blackouts preponder- 
ant. 

Wis. Vet Editor Dies 

Martin P. Rindlaub, 94, probably 
the oldest journalist in Wisconsin, 
died at his home in Platteville, May 
19, of heart disease. 
As a reporter for an Illinois 
paper more than half a century ago 
Rindlaub is said to have covered 
the debates between Abraham Lin- 
coln and Stephen Douglas. Shortly 
after Lincoln’s election, Rindlaub 
established the Platteville ‘Witness’ 
which is being edited by his son, 
William. 


Heed Protest 
Protest of the Hearst organiza- 
tion, which gets out ‘Puck, the 
Comic Weekly,’ against the title of 
that new competitive organization 
called merely ‘Comic Weekly,’ has 
been deeded by the other before the 
start of its activities. New name 
will be ‘Comic Section.’ 
Purpose of ‘Comic Section’ is to 
sell advertising space in the comic 
supplements of the Sunday papers 
now not being handled by ‘Puck, 
the Comic Weekly.’ 





$700,000 Yonkers Sale 
Frank Xavier, editor and publish- | 
er, sold the Yonkers, N. Y., ‘Herald,’ 
only surviving Democratic paper in 
Weschester County, and the big- 
gest sheet in Yonkers, to the West- 
chester Publishers, Inc., for $700,000. 
W-P now controls the entire county 
daily situation. 

Two years ago Xaxier refused 
$1,500,000 for the paper. Westches- 
ter group has been pushing its 
Yonkers paper, the ‘Daily News.’ 





Margaret Landmay Suicide 

Mrs. Stanley Lewellyn Simonsen, 
author of several books and short 
stories, committed suicide at her 
home in Shreveport, La., May 13, by 
shooting herself. Relatives claimed | 
she had suffered a nervous break- 
down recently. 

Mrs. Simonsen wrote under 
maiden name of Margaret Landmay. 





Doubling Editors 

Editors employed on Street & 
Street publications usually double. 
Thus, Lon Murray handles ‘The 
Shadow’ and ‘Sport Story’; Daisy 
Bacon, ‘Love Story’ and ‘Real Love’; 
Ronald Oliphant, “Top Notch’ and 
‘Wild West Weekly,’ and F. E. 
Blackwell, ‘Detective Story’ and 
‘Western Story.’ 

Surprise 

‘Theatrical Herald,’ a Coast sheet 
started by Jack Lewis, listed the 
drama editor as John Hill. First 
Hill knew about it was when one 
of his friends mentioned it to him. 





makes its appearance about June 5. 
Publisher is Lionel White, identi- 


‘Herald’ has several professionals 


| ‘State 


| Thayer, 


her | 


Ad Men as Fictioneers 
From little ads big novels evi- 


dently grow. 

Success of Phil Stong’s first novel, 
Fair,’ not only a Literary 
Guild selection, but also being con- 


|} sidered for the first Prix Femina |} 
Americain, the new French literary 
prize, again points to advertising | 
copy writing as fine training for 
| fiction. Stong was and still is an 
|} advertising copy writer, hitting the 
top spot with his first try at fic- | 
tion. 


Stong is but one of the many ad 
copy writers who have made good 
at fictioneering in a big way. An- 
other recent example Tiffany 
who, under his real name 
of Elmer Ellsworth, Jr., used to 
write copy for many advertising 
concerns around town. When his 
first novel, ‘Thirteen Men,’ hit, FUs- 
worth, or Thayer, gave up work to 
concentrate on fiction. 

Still another who gave up blurb- 
ing for fiction is Guy Gilpatrick, 
regular contrib to the ‘Satevepost’ 
and ‘Collier's,’ and whose short 
stories have appeared in book col- 
lections. Gilpatrick continued his 
copy writing until about a year ago 
when fiction offers proved too 
tempting. 


is 


Less Vanity in Print 

Conditions appear to have dealt 
a deathblow to ‘vanity’ publishers. 
Scarcity of money, seemingly, pre- 
vents many wouldbe authors from 
satisfying themselves by seeing their 
stuff in print and financing the job 
themselves. Result is that many of 
these writers have given up their 
shoe-box offices. 

Happy over the exodus of the 
‘vanity’ publishers are the literary 
editors, who used to be flooded with 
their products. Disinclination to 
give space to such stuff, plus the 
possibility of overlooking something 
worth while, used to make the han- 
dling of this material a problem. 
It’s much easier now. 


Chi ‘News’ Realignment 

After years of conservatism, the 
Chi ‘Daily News’ is assuming a 
more radical policy, cleaning house 
and reorganizing on general prin- 
ciples. 

One of the first moves made by 
Col. Frank Knox, publisher of the 
paper, was to let out 14 men from 
the news staff and other depart- 
ments, Some replacements were 
made with ex-Hearst attaches. 
Among those out are Jim Crusin- 
bery, sports. New sports editor is 
Howard Mann formerly with the 
‘Post.’ 


Cutting In 

An author complained of his pub- 
lisher who rang in a picture agent 
on a film deal for the writer's story 
which the writer’s own agent had 
negotiated. Through the author's 
efforts the publisher thus benefited 
but the latter, on top of it, shilled 
in another 10%er for a cut. 

The writer sizzled but took the 
attitude that if anything came to 
the attention of the film producer 
that things were awry it might 
spoil the deal, and so took it on the 
chin financially. 


Hollywood Copy 

Backed by a New York coal man, 
a megazine along the lines of ‘Bally- 
hoo’ is being planned for Hollywood. 
Publishers are taking no chances, 
| however, on offending the colony. 

Conferences already have been 
held on editorial matter, the editors 
agreeing to submit copy to film rep- 
resentatives before they put it in 
type. ‘Hollywood Scream’ is the 
tentative title. 


Donenfield Adds Two 
‘Pep Stories’ and ‘Spicy Stories,’ 
two of the six mags published by 
Follywood Publications and Narvel 
Publications, prior to the supsen- 


Donenfield. 
Proadway,’ 


taken over by Irving 
Latter gets. out ‘Gay 
‘La Paree’ 





| working as ad solicitors. 


Mrs. Merle W. Hersey the editor. 


sion of these concerns, have been 


and ‘Gay Parisienne.’ 


had been married with her death 
immediately following. Script ends 
before any tangible clue is given. 


paome he ever met her that they 
| 


Figure 250,000 Copies 

| That sex-education book written 
by a British physician, ‘Torch of 
Life,’ F. 
whose sales have already passed the 
|} 50,000 mark in this country, hasn't 
returned its author a cent of roy- 
alty as yet. 
the American publisher without an 
advance to the author, and the roy- 
alty statement is not due yet. The 
book is expected to sell around 250,- 
000 copies. 

Money earned by the book has en- 
abled its sponsor to go in for pub- 
| lishing in a big way, publisher pre- 


paring a half-dozen books to put on 
the market. There isn’t another 
sex-education or otherwise sexy 


volume in the new lot. 


Aspiration! 

Happiest columnist will soon be 
Irving Gutterman, who starts col- 
umnizing for ‘Baseball Magazine’ 
with the mag’s July issue. Gutter- 
man, in his early twenties, will in- 
terview the ball players in New 
York on ‘funniest thing that ever 
happened to me in a ball game.’ 


York ‘Times’ about: four years ago 
and has always had the itch to 
write sports. Getting the ‘Baseball 
Mag’ job and meeting the players 
will constitute some sort of Utopia 
for him. 
Exposer Broke 

Roy Harold Robinson, who pub 
lished. several. issues of a financial 
and political ‘expose’ tabloid called 
‘Facts’ in Los Angeles, has filed in 





Indicted 


bankruptcy with debts totalling 
$11,600. 
Robinson was indicted by the 


grand jury recently on charges of 
asking a $15,000 loan from a loan 
association in return for suppress- 
ing a story. 


Sun’s Transients 

Ward Morehouse got back to New 
York Thursday (19) and immedi- 
ately resumed on his Broadway 
column for the ‘Sun.’ 

Da: after Morehouse got back 
John Cohen, Jr., picture critic for 
the same sheet, sailed for Europe. 
He'll be gone about three months 
with Stephen Rathbun, dramatic 
editor of the ‘Sun’ doing the film 
reviews during his absence. 





Real Names of Authors 

Naomi Royde-Smith, author of 
‘The Mother,’ is Mrs. Ernest Milton, 
wife of the actor. Joan Conquest, 
who wrote ‘The Village Pompadour,’ 
is Mrs. Leonard Cooke. The writer 
of ‘Flood of Passion,’ Ursula Bloom, 
is Mrs. Charles Gower Robinson. A. 
Poznanski is Alfred Savoir. 


Griffin’s Book 
Marcus Griffin, Broadway column- 
ist for the Sunday ‘Enquirer,’ is 
putting finishing touches on a book 
about Jimmy Johnson, manager of 
Madison Square Garden. 
Horace Liveright is dickering for 
publication rights. 








Lang Lights Out 

Harry Lang is leaving his chair 
as western editor of ‘Movie Mirror’ 
| June 1 and is starting out to see 
| Europe. 
| Marquis Busby, one of Louella 
| Parsons’ legmen, is taking over the 
job 


| 


Film Trade Tab 
‘Hollywood Review,’ semi-picture 
; trade weekly, started publication in 
Hollywood last week with an eight 
page tab sized issue. 

Allan Dunn is editor with Horace 
A. Wingard listed as publisher. 





Lane’s ‘Cinema Digest’ 
Tamar Lane, who published the 
now extinct ‘Film Mercury,’ is back 
in the business with ‘Cinema Di- 
gest,’ bi-weekly compound of clip- 
pings from picture trade papers. 
Headquartered in Hollywood. 





gether with a novelette to permit 
the volume to pass the customary 


‘Stroke of Luck,’ 
is a simple story of London stage 


leaving | 
the reader to figure for himself the | 


M. Rossiter, Aventine Press, | 


Book was acquired by |; 


' 
yutterman started on the New 





Hollywood, May 23. 
Jimmy Starr, local column- 
ist, who has been following 


Winchell around to acquire 
that certain swagger, has 
ideas, too. 


He suggested that Winchell 
engage in radio debate with 
him, the New York columnist 
representing Proadway against 
Hollywood and Starr spouting 
for the film town. Winchell 
wasn’t impressed with the 
plan. 

“Please,” pleaded Starr, 
will do us both good.” 

—F rom Variety’s Hollywood 
| Bulletin. 





' 


| 


“it 











0. O. Remains Head Man 

O. O. McIntyre, with some 400 
papers through the McNaughton 
syndicate, remains the ace syndi- 
; cated columnist. Gene Cohen, whose 
| nom-de-plume is Gilbert Swan, ig 
runner-up with 250 papers via the 
| NEA. Jimmy Aswell’s N. Y. column 
third with 200 papers via the 
Central Press Association. 

Thereafter the drop marked, 
Mark Barron’s A. P. column is 
strictly theatrical and as such it’s 
the most widely syndicated Broad- 
way letter. The others cover N. Y. 
generally although bullish on show 
biz. Mark Hellinger and Walter 
Winchell with 40-50 papers are 
about even, following Barron, with 
Louis Sobol in about a dozen papers 
via King Features. 

Aswell sailed May 21 for a swing 
around the European capitals from 
which points he'll continue his syn- 
dications. 


| is 


is 


C. 
(O.), 


F. Ejise, editor of the Galion 

‘Daily Enquirer’ for more 
than 2° years, has retired from ac- 
tive newspaper work. Put ina 
nearly 60 years of service. 


CHATTER 

Hamilton Gibbs coming over. 

Robert Herrick back after a year 
abroad, 

xeorge Davis 
France. 

Sofia de Bonis gathering material 
for a new book on Pavlowa. 

Rian James has a penthouse to 
show for those many novels. 

Thorne Smith sailing for home, 
leaving ‘Topper’ behind him. 

If Willie Shiffrin can’t sell a play 
or a novel, he will sell at least a 
title. 

R. C. Hutchinson, who did ‘The 
Answering Glory,’ is but 25 years 
old. 

Campaign to get the Nobel Prize 
in literature for Upton Sinclair died 
quickly. 

Doubleday, Doran reprinting the 
DeWolf Hopper reminiscences in a 
$1 edition. 

Everything that William Faulkner 
ever wrote being dug up for re- 
printing. 

John V. A. Weaver wouldn’t wait 
for his ‘Joy Girl’ to reach publica- 
tion, and sailed. 

Not Fannie Hurst but John Adams 
did the novelization of ‘Symphony 
of Six Million.’ 

Wallace Thurman giving Harlem 
the go-by for an expose on hospital 
administration. 

Evangeline Bund will take a shack 
at Carmel, Cal., for the entire sum- 
mer, at least. 

Both Ely and Mrs. Culbertson pre- 
paring new books on bridge for 
summer publication. 

No excitement at the American 
Booksellers’ Association convention, 
which closed last week. 

Much picture bidding for Harriet 
Henry’s new one, ‘Rakish Halo,’ and 
it hasn’t been published vet. 

Essandess bringing in a load of 
farthings for insertion in their sec- 
ond ‘Scotch Book.’ 

The Arnold Bennett journal comes 
out on the anniversary of the late 
author’s birth. 

The mystery and western fiction 
the most popular currently, Jackson 
Gregory combining the two in his 
new novel. 

Both Pearl Buck and Stella Ben- 
son began writing about China be- 
cause their husbands’ jobs took 
them to that land. 

Vanguard Press has an October 
publication date for ‘Laid in Holly- 
| wood, picture colony story by 
| Courtenay Terrett, now writing for 
| films. 

Tony Sarg, artist and puppet- 
| master, lived as a boy in an Eng- 
lish village which had no toy shop 
or store that sold gimcracks. Situ- 
ation forced Sarg to make his own. 

Superstition of Alice Grant Ros- 
man is to have a new book pub- 
| lished each year on June 24. Her 
‘new one for 1932 is ‘Benefits Re- 
ceived,’ and it comes out on that 
date. 


to the south of 




















T 


BLA ZMH | 


Sw 
it wo 
Stebl 
work 
of th 
Coun 
pack 
grou: 
detré 
own 

Af 
septi 
‘The 








1] 





(_——  F1\ > 











— 
—= 
—— 














Tuesday, May 24, 1932 


RADIO 


VARIETY 














3,900 HOPELESS HOPEFUL 


$600,000 ‘Stebbins’ Sponsor Demands’ \FT}) 
NBC Kill New Show as Opposish' 








} 
and sold it outright to Swift. 


Chicago, May 23. Show 
Swift & So. has advised NBC that | started on NBC June 22, last, with 


it would cancel the contract on ‘The | 
Stebbins Boys’ program if the net- 
work didn’t call cff the slated debut 
of the new Phillips Lord show, ‘The 
Country Doctor,’ for Listerine. Food 
packer claims similarity of back- 
ground between the two scripts will 


the Seth Parker 
of the roles a 


originator in one 
nd preparing the daily 
episodes. Couple of months after 
he got the program going ~ Lord 
withdrew to go on a personal ap- 
pearance tour. 


One-Way Only 





etract listener interest from its : ; 
5 a ether presentation Understanding had been, accord- 
: , . aT ing to Lord, that he would return 
After failing to induce the anti- ° : 
: Ss |}to the show when ‘the tour folded. 


septic firm to agree to a release of | _ eae Cee a : 
‘The Country Doctor’ script and ac- | But when he asked fo! 
he avers, he was told that the com- 


his job back, 


ha F 
WAITING L 














CBS’ 500 ‘Preferred’ and 
2,509 ‘Second String’ 
Would-Be Radio Artists— 
NBC’s 439, 
Sketch Players — Occa- 


Most Just Wait — Audi- 
tions Fruitless 


SLIM CHANCES 





t some other type of show in| i ‘ 
- stead, the titer called the | erciel had decided to let the pro- 
Swift execs in for a huddle and | Srams oe ge ge Bo ryprsoreneen 
: sta ° Orc s “te rouge | 
yailed upon them to defer action | \- é 
cated P | NBC to peddle his country doctor 


until they heard several of the ‘Doc- 


|idea, a theme that Swift claims it 


tor’ episodes. Latter starts June ; 
‘ ; ‘ previously turned down. 
£0 on a thrice weekly schedule and 4 
: mn When word of the sale of the 
on the same network used by ‘The ’ : 
country doctor show to Listerine 


Stebbins Boys.’ 


Lord wrote came through here the packers’ reps 


put in a sizzling protest with the 
network, accusing the network of 
taking advantage of one of its big- 


‘The Stebbins Boys’ 



















NBC exchequer. 

Reaction from 
the effect that it saw no reason for 
giving up what it considered a good 
thing after the string of flop shows 


enone TRA- 
oar oe YW 








NBC had,sold it in the past. 
L About three weeks ago Swift re- 
newed its contract with the net- 
woods work, effective to the end of the 
current ycar, with the hookup for 
TOP O’ THE the summer reduced from 42 to 21 
MORNING stations. 
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° 9 ° 
ee ate Cafeteria’s Radio Act 
| And His Golden Tower Orchestra 
| N.B.C. Network—W4JR | 


| Detroit—Wed. 12:30-1 P.M., E.D.S.T. 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Hi-Speed Gasoline | 


ty ; Myrna Kennedy goes into the 
Loose Wile Biscuit Co. Leighton Cafeteria program oppo- 


beeen R. G. DUNN CIGAR oud 








site Lew Cody in the ‘Bringing Up 
Vivian’ act over KNX. Replaces 
Vivian Duncan. Cafeteria intends 
to vary the femme name with Cody 








Fred L. JESKE 


onarch from time to time. 
elody Broadcast from the eatery is fea- 
an tured in the ad line, ‘See and hear 


your favorite screen stars and eat 


Sponsored by eZ 
all you can for 40c. 


MONARCH FOODS 




















AND HIS ORCH, 


Now En Tour for 
KENNAWAY, INC. 


ion the WJZ network. Jergen’s is 
‘on WEAF. 


Barbasol is 








desirous of 











64 W. Randolph St., | reported 
Chicago |supplanting its present ‘Singing 
me | Teacher’ periods with Perkins and 
Peter Van _ Steeden’s’. orchestra. 





RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Musical Director and 
Program Manager 


KHJ, Los Angeles 


Don Lee 


Latter was auditioned last week. 


MARSHALL’S DAMAGE SUIT 
San Francisco, May 23. 

Charlie Marshall, NBC 
singer, and his wife have filed suit 

















Columbia Network for $55,000 against the Western 

Pacific r. r., the city of Sacramento 

Pm ee NS a A IER ~,,; and their host, John O’Brien, in 

ry WHE MATION fra Teen. we, 4 whose car they were injured las 
November. 

Marshalls were enroute to Sacra- 


was to make 
when the auto 
injured Mrs 


where singer 
appearance, 
seriously 


‘SEGER 
JELLIES |: 


mento, 
personal 
upset and 
Marshall, 





NBC22%2 a ee | gest customers. Income from 
MONS. | Swift’s ether activities the past 
| year figures over $600,000, prac- 
tically all of which went into the | 


Listerine was to} 


Has Cody with Femmes 


oe. Wed., ri., . 7 
icago 7 
——___— Perkins for Barbasol 
Ray Perkins, who goes off Jer- 
DON ger’s May 31 when that account|} 
PEDRO |quits the air, may switch to the} 
| Barbasol broadcast, one hour later 


staff | 





ts i Misi _ 


The World’s latecand Record Makers 


BEN SELVIN 


AND HiS ORCHESTRA 








~ 
<4 








D’Orsay Perfume, N.B.C., Sat., 8:30 P.M. 


GENE and GLENN 


With JAKE and LENA 
The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 


8 A. M. DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY RUSSELL B. WISE 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY ANNOUNCER 














Radio networks have practically | 


lreached the 
NBC 
and CBS have a combined waiting 


list of 3,500 hopeless hopefuls. 
Both networks have numberless 
lartists eligible for radio, having 
|favorably passed their auditions, 
| but who wait for months and years 
|for a chance to break in. Some get 
a one-time shot because they suit 
la certain spot, and never 
again. Others just wait. 
CBS’ statistics on hopefuls, many 
;of them veteran stage artists, dis- 
| close a preferred waiting list of 500. 
These have first call upon CBS 
openings, due either to previous 
Nearepe experience or the manner in 


talent as regards numbers. 


Bel hich their audition performance | on tod of this announcement ban, | 

er d. without taking any part in the DUMB 
2,000 ‘2d Stringers’ bookings, is an unreasonable im- CRACKERS 

| In addition, CBS has a ‘second | position, the entertainers contend. | 

| string list, which numbers 2,000 | However, many of them say, they ROBERT 

| acts. These have been auditioned | would be willing to kick in with the | BURNS 

| by CBS and proven acceptable, but | — 

|not up to the grade of the preferred | PANETELA 


acts. Those on the second string 
the preferred list are consumed be- 
fore they might be called upon. 
Since CBS will in all probability 
utilize only a small portion of the 
500 ‘preferred’ acts in years to come, 
makes for the 
hopeless case. 

The above list of 2,500 eligibles 
are dramatic people only and do not 
include singers. Of would-be vo- 
calists CBS has a list of 500 men 
and women, comprising soloists, 
duos, trios, quartets, ete, all of 
whom passed their auditions and 
are now waiting. These do not in- 
clude musicians or instrumentalists. 
| Like the 2,500 acts, they must wait 
|until there is an opening. 

All told, CBS during the past year 
|interviewed and auditioned about 
15,000 singers, 
| lected. 





NBC’s 439 

NBC, although limiting 
bility list more than CBS, still has 
/more players on its waiting list 
than it can possibly use in the next 
few vears. 
the past seven months, 
ber to May, NBC he!d 
1,694 out of 4,900 applicants. Those 
of unusual interest were given a 
audition. Of these 439 vo- 
calists instrumentalists, novelty 
performers, etc., have been placed 
on NBC's waiting list to date. They 
|do not include dramatic or sketch 
| players. 
|} Only a few acts 
NBC waiting lists have 
a spot on the air during the past 
year. Some received occasional] calls 
| for ske The majority just wait 
lfor a chance, trudging into the 
| broadcasting studios from 

week to find out. 


its eligi- 


from Octo- 


|} second 
| 


on the CBS and 


« hes. 


ETHER GREETINGS 


Chicago May oe 


World’s Fair in 


Officials of the 
things up right and 
next ummet! Latest 


sion is Lan) 


tend doing 


broadeast the reception of promi- 
as they ar- 
ive in town, a la Hollyw 
owings. 
Idea belongs to 
Gaw, official mitter of this town 
Proposition has already been 
hed to NBC for perusal 
the network considering the plan 


ood pre- 


Greeter George 


broa: 











second stringers a} 


Covering the period of | 


Excluding | 





|||. |NBCs Commish on Theatre Bookings 
O15" Called Unearned by Sell-Booked Acts 


| 


May 23. commission if 


Chicago, the 
the rule aga 
| pearance 
their 

All 


network 
inst person 
announcements 
sustaining programs. 
contracts handed out to 


would 
al ape 
during 


NBC practice of levying a 15 to 
-0% commission on all personal ap- 
pearances, even if the are not 
booked through the network's 
artists service, 


walve 


dates 
own 
has the talent on the 


are 


tists making them eligible to notae 
chain’s local list squawking plenty. | tion on the NBC list contain a 
|; Several have recently refused to|clause stipulating payment of a 


sional Calls for Some, but | 


| 


saturation point for | 


are called | 


dios, the lot of the radio artist out 
for personal appearance pickings 
| has become tougher than ever. NBC 





list must wait until the 500 acts on} 





of which 500 were se- | 


| 


auditions for | 


been given | 


week to} 


with | 





toss back the divvy on the grounds | commission on all club or theatre 
that it’s both unearned and exces- | dates as compulsory. Rare excepe- 
sive. |} tions have been made. Outstanding 

Objecting element for the most!case is that of Lee Sims, pianist, 
part are those playing week-end | who took the precaution when tiee 
dates in surrounding Illinois, Michi ing up with the NBC Artists Serve 
gan and Indiana towns These | ice of having this clause eliminated 
quick-in-and-out engageiaents, say | and is now in the position of playe 
the protesting mike artists, aren’t|/ing theatre dates all spring and 


garnering anything near the old!summer without hav ing to toss back, 
Jaries for local ether names, and 








re they get through paying the | — 
outside booking agent his 10 or 15% 
and the network its 20% demand 


there's little left for the performer's 
private poke, after he has also sub- 
tracted expenses. 


No Air Mention 


Gill? ZDEMLING 


She ARKTOCRATS 
4 “Or HUMORZ 













With the network's taking over Ow 2 
one local station after another for 


direct operation from its main stu- 


has a rule in effect prohibiting the 
mentioning of such dates over its 
transmitters, which angle, the per- 
formers claim, has cut heavily into 
their theatre draw possibilities. To 
insist upon a hefty share of income}. 














Kate Rejects Film Bid, 
Re-signs With Cigar Co. 


WABC 
MON. 10 P.M. 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 23. 

Kate Smith today (Monday) re- 
jected Paramount's offer to appear 
in ‘Big Broadcast,’ film. 

Singer, however, signed a new 
radio broadcasting contract run- 
ning until June, 1933, with La- 
Palina. This program goes thrice 
weekly for the summer starting next 














MILL ¢ BROTHERS 


44BOYS AND 









month. Usual broadcast is four 
— 
times weekly. A GUITAR 
OLUMBI 
WAPI’s Changes BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
ae Fersonal Kepresentative 
9 Thomas G. Rockwell 
sirmingham, May 23. ite, Masieall. tae 
rj y , » ~rels ills- ckwell, ° 
With WAPI going commercial 78 Seventh Ave. 
June 1, several changes are coming NEW YORK 
in the personnel. Ormond Black 9:15 P.M., Tuesday, Thursday 
has been made manager of the sta- : 
tion, suecceéding Carrol Gardner, 





who becomes program director. 


VICTOR 






























WAPI Broadcasting Company is 
the name of the new organization. 
Station for several years has been | _—_—_ 
operated non-commercial by the | 
| state of Alabama. 
Musical 
Watanabe's’ Year Director 
Hollywood, May 23. American 
Eddie Holden and Frank Shar- ind | Brunswick 
> arer Kecords 
iland, who have been at KNX more Hart, Schaffner 
than a year with the act called aon —— 
‘Frank Watanabe and Honorable ies ones 
Archie’ now go on a year’s con- Crisco and 
ac the studio | Goodyear Tire 
tract to the st idio. : Sieandienene 
Also provisions for a 50-50 split one. 
on proceeds from records. Management MILLS-ROCKWELL, 
GLORIFYING /4e POPULAR SONG 


} 
| 


| 


with | 







WED. SAT. 10 70 10:15 E57, 


Management 
MILLS-ROCKWELL, INC. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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‘SPOTLIGHT REVUE’ 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

This 90-minute period goes out 
over the Coast NBC network for As- 
sociated Oil, and is another of the 
programs inviting a studio audi- 
ence. They flock into this one ona 
crowded list of reservations—and 
you've either got to be somebody’s 
cousin or a patient waiter. It’s on 
Saturday nights. 

‘Spotlight’ is a well-produced va- 


riety program, done by Caryl Cole- 
man. It has plenty of stuff to ap- 
peal to all tastes, ranging from a 
school-day episode to hot orchestra- 
tions. 


Feature of show caught was a 
five-minute interview of Lieut. Com. 


Cc. E. Rosendahl, skipper of the 
dirigible ‘Akron,’ by Emory Bronte, 
trans - Pacific flyer. Rosendahl 


sketched an interesting resume of 
the airship. School days period 
capably handled by the veteran Max 
Waizman as the teacher. Entire 
‘Spotlight’ cast work in character 
for this. 

Burlesque on the classics, from 
the typewriter of Walter Beban, the 
hour’s musical conductor, was an- 
other feature meriting laughs. ‘Fa- 
vorite Songs of Famous Listeners,’ 
a musical quarter hour of celebs’ 
requests, tapped the bell. 

Talent lineup includes Harold 
Peary, Irving Kennedy, Monroe Up- 
ton, Bennie Walker, the Cycol Four, 
Bobbe Deane, Bill Royle, Refa Mil- 
ler, Waizman, Armand Girard, Har- 
old Dana and Gwynfi Jones. Cecil 
Underwood did an excellent an- 
nouncing job with a spontaneous 
style that’s most pleasing. 

During the 90 minutes there were 
nine plugs for Associated oil and 
gas. Generally quite restrained, 
they went ’way overboard on 4 cou- 
ple of these, especially blurbs with 
a testimonial letter that ran far too 
long. Bock. 





CROSSWORD MELODIES 
Playlets and Music 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Another tie-in between the station 
and the ‘Tribune,’ which operates 
the transmitter, in an effort to boost 
the rag’s circulation. This melody 
string based on crosswords follows 
a series of programs on a similar 
plan, called ‘dramatizations of the 
states.’ In that series the ‘Trib’ ran 
a stretch of 48 crossword puzzles, 
the main word of each being the 
name of a state. Each evening pre- 
ceding the appearance of the puzzle 
in the paper, the station tossed off a 
15-minute sketch which gave a clue. 


The present line-up is on an 
identical theme, except that here, 
instead of names of states are labels 
of songs. These ‘nes are usually 
the pop melodies o. ‘0, 20, 30 years 
ago, such as ‘Bicycle Built for Two,’ 
‘After the Ball Was Over,’ ‘Moon- 
light and Roses,’ ‘Harvest Moon.’ 


As in the previous broadcasts, the 
angle is not so much to reveal the 
name of the song as to stir the in- 
terest of the listener to turn to the 
paper the following morning to 
verify the monikers of the tunes. 


Dramatizations themselves, which 
consumes 15 minutes, are not bad. 
Most are short stories with unex- 

. pected O’Henry twists at the finish. 
Most of them rate oke in them- 
selves, and since they must also ac- 
complish an ulterior purpose, they 
are nifty. The songs are brought in 
sometimes as theme tunes only, but 
often are woven into the action as 
codes, passwords, etc. 

Entire session serves as a neat 
example of the splicing of ether and 
print for the exploitation of a news- 
paper’s feature contest. Gold. 





LOVABLE MUSIC 
Organ and Tal« 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

Unique experience for NBC in 
that the sponsor of this period de- 
sires to remain unknown for no 
other reason than the lady, sup- 
posedly a society luminary, is a pa- 
tron of good music and particularly 
of Irma Glen, the organist here. 
Whatever the reason the com- 
mercial aspect, if aay, is still un- 
usual. 

It must be costing the sponsoress 
at least $1,000 a month for the priv- 
ileges of listening to a Bach con- 

. certo or a Lizst rhapsody, for Miss 
Glen's solo specialty is all classical 
stuff. Twist to this organ prelude 
is Miss Glen's accompanying chat- 
ter, done in a pleasant, melodious 
voice by the console artist. But 
when she attempts to sing it’s an- 
other story, and one that should be 
. blue-penciled. 

Tntroductory remarks, calling at- 
tention to the mysterious client and 
her love for good music, are handled 
by Everett Mitchell, who has had a 
lot of experience as an announcer 
and has also worked with Miss Glen 
before on other programs. Latter 
is a highly capable consolist and 
gets plenty music out of the foot 
pedal. and keys, which backs up 
the argument of good music played 
by a good musician anywov. 

Inly catch, or seemingly so, to 
the whole idea is the request from 

the announcer that the mystery lady 
would appreciate letters from lis- 
teners apropos of her experiment. 
If the lady, as it is said, is doing all 
this for the sheer joy of art, or 
whatever it is, then why the come- 
back from listeners? Span, 


CLIFF EXOWARDS 
Songs 
Sustaining 
| WEAF, New York 
Cliff Edwards (‘Ukelele Ike’) went 
under the NBC banner last week 
under an unusual contract, calling 
for seven sustaining broadcasts. 
Edwards got a big send-off, the 
announcer naming the flock of films 
he has appeared in, ete. Edwards 
works with an orchestra, singing 
continually and doing his own titu- 
lar announcements. He does about 
seven numbers, some of them pops, 
others old recordings, and a few 
which he warbled in pictures. 
Edwards fails to click as an ozone 
entertainer to the extent that he did 
on discs or in talkers. He is best 
known for that hot gargling while 
strumming a uke, yet disclosed but 
a brief touch of that on this period. 
If Edwards reverts to his recognized 
style he may have more than an 
even chance to click. 


BIG LEAGUERS AND BUSHERS 
Baseball Sketch 


Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 
One of the few well-written 


sports skits on the air, retaining a 
lot of suspense and interest for fans 
of the national pastime. Advan- 
tageously spotted at this time, too, 
with the baseball season just get- 
ting under way. Commercial pos- 
sibilities are obviously good here 
for a summer stretch, or until the 
world series is over anyway. 

A former ball player, Louis Wolf, 
and a writer, Paul Fogarty, got to- 
gether on this idea and turned out 
a handsome _ job. It’s about a 
couple of rookie players with a 
major league club, just starting the 
opening game of the season and 
plenty nervous. One is typical rube 
southpaw, on the order of ‘Elmer 
the Great,’ as far as braggadocio 
goes, while the other, a fresh col- 
lege kid with a girl complex, is out 
to make the shortstop position. 
Interesting twist is the mention 
of real names of players and teams, 
with the first game of this ghost 
club supposedly with the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Done in serial form the 
first stanza leads up, as far as the 
lineup of the game, terminating at 
good suspense until ‘the next epi- 
sode. Attending mob noise around 
the phantom park emanating from 
records, dovetailed nicely into the 
dialog, which is capably handled 
by Lawrence Read and Gordon 
Sprague, leading characters, as well 
as Fogarty’s own reading of the 
next important part, that of the 
manager, a Knute Rockne type. 


Bob Elson, WGN’s baseball an- 
nouncer, will break into the script 
from time to time with his regular 
routine as the games progress. 
With Elson rated as a popular an- 
nouncer around Chicago, he should 
attract a lot of his daytime listen- 
ers. Span, 


POETS OF OUR TIME 
Poetry 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

Straight, serious recitations, with 
commercial value nil. Coming on at 
10 p. m., a poetic interlude of this 
sort is pretty heavy stuff, when 
dance bands are jamming each other 
all over the dial. 


First of this proposed series of 
once-weekly was a selected group of 
verses from the pen of Joyce Kil- 
mer, who is best known for his 
‘Trees,’ which was set to music 
years after it was written and be- 
came a current hit. Poetry at best 
is maudlin stuff on the air, and there 
the reader, John Boyle, was not very 
impressive. His best expressive 
chance was with ‘The House With 
Nobody in It,’ a poem with a lot of 
meat, that was completely lost in the 
way it was read. Some time ago 
George Jessel did the same one over 
the air and it sounded entirely dif- 
ferent. 


Musical background, supplied by 
the studio orchestra, broke some of 
the monotony, while Lawrence Sal- 
erno, baritone, handled the melody 
on ‘Trees.’ Song was the only thing 
on the program. Span, 


LEON JANNEY 
Talk and Song 
WGY, Schenectady 


Screen juve in connection with 
RKO vaude appearance at Albany, 
had 13 minutes for interview and a 
song. 


While appearances of film names 
have been common on series, Jan- 
ney’s was a bit different because of 
his youth and viewpoint. Talked in 
intelligent, mcedest and interesting, 
if rather precocious, fashion of his 
career, hobbles, etc. Ease and con- 
fidence with which Janney spoke did 
not belie statement that he started 
in vaude at age of two and a half. 
Voice clear, though in the changing 
state; occasional laugh sounded 
silly. 

Topical number inappropriate for 
a lad of 16. Not much vocal talent, 
anyway. Janney’s second broadcast 
of afternoon, first on studio kid pro- 
gram. No trace of weariness, how- 
ever, and his eagerness to please 
should have hit home with listeners. 
On a program tailored for appeal to 
high-prep scholars, Janney might 
fit. 

Interviewing perfectly timed. 





HISTORIC HEADLINES 
Newspaper Readings 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

This is a five-minute nightly 
novelty session for Atlas beer. At- 
las also has Bob Becker for out- 
doors stories once weekly over the 
same station, but is dropping this 
p:ogram at the close of the month. 
Last year sponsored the play-by- 
play description of the ball games 
over WMAQ and a small network 
of four midwest stations. This year 


WMAQ was unable to deliver this 
small hookup and Atlas backed 
away. 


Here is an idea that exhibits how 
a station can turn what appears to 
be waste product into actual coin. 
This transmitter, owned and oper- 
ated by the Chicago ‘Tribune,’ has 
regularly spent 15 minutes every 
evening reading excerpts from the 
following morning’s edition. It was 
good-will stuff strictly, and okay, 
but considered by the station staff 
much as a time-filler. But they've 
taken this nucleus and built it into 
a cinch novelty interlude. 

First 10 minutes are still devoted 
to the ‘Tribune’ reading, but the 
last five, which are alone paid for 
by the Atlas, are consumed by the 
reading of old-time headlines that 
made history. It’s all smart stuff, 
handled with a keen tonsil by Quin 
Ryan, manager of the station. 

Whole thing is a _ production, 
taking in theme songs fore and aft, 
with the opening getting under way 
with a background of newsboys 
screaming ‘Extra!’ Figures as a 
novelty that grabs the ears and 
holds ’em. Five minutes of com- 
pact and moving attention-grab- 
bing stuff. 

For Atlas it’s particularly effect- 
ive, since the closing tag always 
brings up the association of the 
‘good old days,’ remember when 
everybody drank good beer?’ Gold. 








‘MARKET AND HALSEY STREET 

PLAYHOUSE’ 

Revue 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

One of the oldest and most popu- 
lar programs on this station. Run- 
ning 30 minutes, a variety of acts 
are presented in vaudeville style, 
which is the desired impression. 

Roger Bower, station announcer, 
is m. c. 

Talent on the period caught con- 
sisted of Beth Challis, Bachelors 
Quartet, Jean Schwartz, Lee Minor, 
and Chester Hale Girls. Two of 
these acts—Jean Schwartz, an- 
nounced as six years old, and the 
Chester Hale Girls—entertained via 
hoofing, tapping in time to the mu- 
sic. Oke novelty, especially for a 
program such as this. 

Most of.the acts were spotted 
twice. Hale girls opened and were 
followed by the Bachelors in pleas- 
ing harmony. Baby Jean, who said 
she was seven years old, although 
previously announced as six, was 
next heard dancing. 

Beth Challis followed, started with 
some comedy patter with Bower and 
went into a pop song. Has a good 
blues voice and nice style of deliv- 
ery. Henry Scott, announced as 
playing the piano with his mittens 
on, pounded out classical and pop 
tunes in an accomplished style. 

The Bachelors and Miss Challis 
repeated in the second half, which 
also included Lee Minor. Latter has 
a catchy voice and cute style. For 
finish of the program, all vocalists 
harmonized while the Chester Hale 
Girls joined in for rhythm taps. 

Entire program, including layout 
and spotting of the acts, smartly 
presented. Bowers does a_ good 
piece of work as m. c., even if his 
gags don’t click all the time. Pro- 
gram is played before an audience 
that laughs and applauds after each 
number, 





‘PERSONAL CLOSEUPS' 
COMMERCIAL 
KPO, San Francisco 

Quarter hour sponsored by 
‘Broadeast Weekly,’ Pacific Coast 
radio sheet. It presents a staff 
member, Gvpsy, interviewing an 
NBC artist or exec. This program 
had Lloyd Yoder, head of National's 
press department, on the business 
end of a lot of questions fired by an 
inquisitive femme. 

Adroit questioning revealed that 
Yoder was captain of the ’26 Car- 
negie football team, won a letter in 
track, was an actor, producer and 
reporter, is a swimmer and football 
official and owns and even rides a 
horse called ‘Pal,’ which is an im- 
posing list of accomplishments for 
any press agent. But to top it all 
off, a quartet mysteriously appeared 
from nowhere to chant ‘Carnegie 
Fight Song,’ official college anthem 
and the composition of Yoder. 

And there’s another p.a. exposed. 


q Bock. 





‘WITH THE COMPOSERS’ 
Music 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 

New series of sustainings, inaug- 
urated by NBC last week and slated 
for the network. Each broadcast 
will be devoted to the works of a 
modern composer. 

Music from the pen of Ferde Grofe 
filled the initial period. Orchestra, 
name not mentioned, played the four 
movements from Grofe’s ‘Mississippi 





Suite.’ 
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Milburn Stone of WHAS leaving 


for Lake James, Ind. 
Winslow Leighton new 
announcing staff at WGY. 


Walter Merhoff, WHAS baritone, 
Zoo 


name on 


set for season at Cincinnati 
Opera House. 

talph Nimmons, WHAS announ- 
cer, leaving Louisville, May 28, for 
WLW, Cincinnati. 

Ray Bahr back at WHAS. Or- 


chestra replaces Charlie Reinhart’s 
at Iroquis Garden. 

During the illness of Ralph C. 
Blessing, bridge pro at WGY, H. L. 
Isenbergh filled spot. 

Walter Davison’s Louisville Loons, 
staff orchestra on WHAS, Louisville, 
closes engagement, June 1. 

Leon Bloom is piqued over his 
annonymity on the Olson Rug pro- 
gram over CBS, out of Chicago. 

Dolly McDonald, new blues singer 
at KHJ, Los Angeles, replacing 
Vera Van, who is heading for New 
York. 

Artists from five Pittsburgh radio 
stations participated in city’s first 
television exhibition at a depart- 
ment store. 

Lew Conard’s band, replacing Hal 


Kemp at the William Penn hotel 
in Pittsburgh, also taking Kemp's 
KDKA spot. 


Clyde Doerr was honored at Ver- 
mont Academy, Saxtons River, Vt., 
as the composer of the new otficial 
school song. 

Little Toni Gillman, an _ eight- 
year-old who warbles over NBC in 





CALIFORNIA MELODIES 
Raymond Paige Orchestra 
Sustaining 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Sunday evening half-hour pro- 
gram, created originally to tie with 
picture studios in dispensing Hol- 
lywood-written tunes when the film 
business was in its musical heydey, 
is the only regular program ema- 
nating on the coast for complete 
CBS coverage. 


Formerly it was strictly local, and 
as such was an on-and-offer for a 
year and a half, until six months 
ago it became a chain feature. Goes 
on the air at 8:30 which means that 
under daylight saving it doesn’t hit 
the Atlantic coast until after mid- 
night. 

For the last three months pro- 
gram has alternated from the local 
Don Lee station, KHJ, and from its 
sister station in San Francisco, 
KFRC. 

Picture influence has been strong 
on the half hours from the Los An- 
geles station for while there's no 
longer the plethora of composers 
and lyricists around studios, pro- 
gram has nevertheless kept its Cali- 
fornia complexion by being utilized 
for tie-up purposes with film celebs. 
There’s also an effort made each 
week to get at least one home- 
brewed tune into the schedule. 


Edmund Goulding was the picture 
celeb and ‘A Million Dream’ by J. C. 
Lewis, Jr., the local product on the 
slate for the night caught. Picture 
director’s effort was a plug for 
‘Grand Hotel,’ which he directed, 
and a plea for listeners not to be- 
lieve the harsh things said of the 
film colony. ; 


Raymond Paige’s orchestra, which 
supplies the fortnightly contribution 
from the Los Angeles station, is 
KHJ’s regular studio combination 
of 32 pieces. Charm of this par- 
ticular offering is the snappy way 
in which ‘Melodies’ is given without 
any attempt at blurbing in intro- 
ductions. Fifteen orchestral and 
vocal numbers in a half hour tells 
the story. 

While material is of the popular 
order, it’s not too lowbrow to ap- 
peal to the classical followers or 
vice versa, 

Taken as a whole, instrumentally 
and vocally, it’s ene of the best of 
its type on the Coast. 


‘O. HENRY STORIES’ 
Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


G. Washington Coffee backs both 
this and the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
series on the same network. One 
p'ugs the other, the announcers at 
the finish requesting the listeners 
to diai in on the other. 

It is cleverly presented by one 
person telling the story, and the 
other listening. Dr. Watson is .the 


listener. Next night, for the ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ skits, he does the 
spieling and the other plays 
straight. 


Title of the O. Henry yarn dra- 
matized not announced, but had to 
do with a Miss Elsie Leighton dur- 
ing the early part of the century. 
Girl apparently had a scrap with 
her lover and moves into a cheap 


room in a boarding house. Finish 
had her in a faint from lack of 
nutrition and the doctor called 


proving to be her lover. 

Story in itself not unusually in- 
teresting but delineated in an in- 
teresting fashion, Characters well 
played, 


Chi, got upset in an auto accident 
on her way down to studio. 

Forrest N. Maddix has taken 
over management of WBSO, Need. 
ham, Mass., operated by the Roger 
W. Babson statistical organization, 

Staff of WBZ, Springfield, Mass. 
fell for a slick stranger who din = 
cepted’ contribution for shipment of 
nice, fresh trout that never will get 
near a mike. 

Two minutes before 
Sylveste. Hertzox went before the 
nicrophone at KHJ, Los Angeles 
for his weekly historical broadcasi. 
he learned of the sudden death of 
his mother. 

Next Indiana, Indianapolis, stage 
attraction will be WLW radio stars, 
to be picked by public voting via 
letter to B. V. Sturdivant, Indiana 
manager. About 30 of the artists 
will be brought here for the show, 
to be run during £. °edway week. 

Charlie Wellman, formerly of the 


Walter 


coast, now in Chi. with his talk. 
and-song act. 
Larry Field . finished with his 


French Lick vacash. 

Frank Steele auditioning like mad 
in Chi. 

Cliff Schleininger and Jim Free 
settled in their station-representa- 
tive offices in Chicago. 

Eddie Voynow still traveling, 
while brother Dick Voynow is still 
collecting books. 

Monroe Wayne laying off his in- 
vention. 

Lawrence Lowman, CBS  vice- 
president, due for a month's stay at 
the Chi. office in June, 

George Ackerman out of the NBC 


band department and back at his 
Kennaway desk. 
Nat Brusiloff’s manager, Paul 
Moss, around the loop for few days. 
Thomas Myers, once actor and 
now publishing several Chicago 
community rags, doubling over 


WIBO with a philosophy and poetry 
reading. Labels himself ‘The Golden 
Voice.’ 

John Gihon from WMAQ replaces 
George Redmond as continuity edi- 
tor at NBC's Chi studios. 

NBC Chi exec mob still matching 
for lunches around that corner table 
in the main Merchandise Mart eat- 
ery, with Roy Shields almost always 
the fall guy. 

Ralph Atlass, WJKS, Gary, Ind. 
owner, has gone in for some serious 
reducing. 

Sidney Skolsky has a chance for 
that Gerardine contract; Jerry 
Wald hasn’t been okayed yet. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd writing 
an article for the ‘Saturday Evening 
Post.’ 

Jess Jaffree replaced Jim Laugh- 
lin on the Capitol radio hour. 

Doug Connors, Carlyle Stevens 
and Lew Dean, three CBSites, in 
search of a pent-house. 

Andre Baruch started all CBS an- 
nouncers wearing yellow gloves. 

Jerry Baker walked off the George 
Olsen-Canada Dry broadcasts. Did- 
n't like the way he was spotted. 

Tom Rockwell signed Erin Sise- 
ters, hillbilly howlers. 

Ranney Weeks, after 16 weeks at 
Boston theatres, will go radio. Sings 
three ways. 


Graham Harris is having every 
fish he catches, if any, over the 
three-pound limit stuffed and 


mounted for his living room, 

Budd Hulick, Col. Stoopnagle’s 
partner, able to see again, his sty 
having departed. 

James Melton spending week ends 
on his boat. 


Boswell Sisters rehearse with 
harmonium in back of their new 
limousine. 


B. A. Rolfe. still 
strange instruments. 

George Olsen’s orchestra making 
one-night tours week ends. Doesn't 
interfere with the broadcasts. 

Billie Love, boop-a-doop artist and 
hula dancer, doubling on KDYL 
daily Breakfast Club mornings and 
roadhouses at night. 

KLO, Ogaden, angling for Sait Lake 
audience with outdoor advertising. 


Husing Wants a Raise 
When Contract Expires 


Ted Husing’s contract with CBS 
as announcer expires Aug. 1 and 
will not be renewed by him unless 
CBS boosts his salary. 

Husing was included ‘in the gen- 
eral 15% cut at CBS two weeks ago. 


hunting for 








NBC DROP ‘MICKEY’ 
Chicago, May 23. 
‘Mickey Mouse’ will have to go 
without an ether version, as far as 
NBC's production department is 
concerned. After trying out a flock 








of script iCeas built around the Walt 
Disney animal figments, the net- 
work decided it was wasting time 
and dropped the experiment alto- 
gether. 

Intention had been to whip some- 
thing into definite shape and offer it 
to a commercial for a kid program 
Air rights to the cartoon family ar 
held by Frances Hooper on the 
Wrigley Gum advertising payroll. 
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| Midwest Newspapermen Call Press- 











Radio Battle Vain—Sour Grapes’ 





Chicago, May 23. | 
Newspapers are deciding that it’ Sj 
vain to attempt to battle radio, or 
even accept it as competition. The | 
new thought is to couple the ether 
with the print, and make radio | 
work to the good of the sheet. 
That’s the nucleus idea presented 
last week at the spring meeting here 
of the Inland Daily Press Ass'n, | 
which takes in some 350 daily pa- | 
pers throughout the midwest. The 
notion was expressed by W. J. 
Damm, promotion manager of the 
Milwaukee ‘Journal.’ 
Speaking on ‘Radio and Its Re: | 
| 


Jation of the Newspaper,’ Damm 
stated that the indications are that 
the increase in radio advertising is 
not coming from the newspaper's 
share of the advertising dollar. 


Tie-In Angles | 


| 


It is Damm’s contention that there 
are two angles. in. the tie-up be- 
tween newspapers and radio which | 


will benefit newspapers First, | 
through the straight medium of | 
broadcasting, while the other, 


| 





| 
| 


| 





PRESENTING THRU WABC 
THE 


ENTIRE PROGRAMS 


OF 


KREMEL 
MID-DAY LINIT 
AND BATH CLUB 


ROGER WHITE 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


119 W. 57th St., New York 




















JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Ever-Ready Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A. 
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The Elton | 
Boys | 






Ever-Ready Safety 
Razor Program 
WABC 
Every Sunday 9 P.M. 
Exclusive Columbia Artists 
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TWO YEARS» 
Wéarungd ORGANIST 





MORGAN 


ORCHESTRA peg 


MICHIGAN 
INDUSTRIAL BANKERS 


QUAKER COFFEE 

















WONWEDTE 615:6:30 PML TUE. THUR 630-645 


| regards, 


| particularly 
| news flashes, features 


|radio is an 
| looked upon by many 
|} the 


;}ent opportunities which 
,;a@ tie-up 


,;the newspaper’s advertising 
| enue, I leave you with the question: 


| services? 


‘from any of the sundry Olympic 


| report 


|'tra, fades from the 
; after 
;}ing, June 10. 


casts 


through efforts of the circulation, 
editorial and advertising depart- 
ments, 
radio 
tually 
with 


with 
way 


as are possible 
being in any 
a radio station. 
Damm mentioned owner 
ship or affiliation with a radio sta- 


ut ac- 


| tion for strictly promotion purposes. | 


Along this line of the use 
stations for tie-ins, 
the 


of radio 
Damm noted 
broadcasting 
and 
writers and personalities to build 
good-will for the paper. He par- 
ticularly urged that the publishers 
get hep to the pitching and realize 


of 


that there’s little sense of battling | 
|} the ether; 


is 


that the wise course 


to get into a tie-in with radio and 
make the ether a co-worker. 
Damm stated that ‘even though 


advertising medium still 
publishers ag 
gravest 


allow 
to the of 
newspaper.’ 

Damm pointed out that stupidity 
on the part of the papers in taking 


advantage the 


,@ ‘sour grapes’ attitude or attempt- 
ing to put through anti-legislation | 


or government operation. He con- 


cluded, 


into 
rev- 


supposedly cutting so deeply 


‘Isn't it easier to govern: the con- 
duct of a business or organization 


\if you are financially or otherwise 
even if only on a/| 
| 
of | 
| 


interested -in it, 
basis of a friendly 


s 9? 


exchange 


L. A. Broadcasters’ Ass’n 
Refuses Olympic Plugs 


Until NBC Tieup Clear 





Los Angeles, May 23. 
Local broadcasters’ association 


has again refused requests from the | 
Olympics committee for free blurbs | 
over the air, plugging the coming | 
games. 

Newest invitation to co-operate | 
came from one of the sub commit- | 
tees which asked for announce- | 
ments of advertising buttons, which 
are to be sold as part of the many 
schemes to raise cash for ~relimi- 

nary expenses. 

Refusal was in the form of a let- 
ter which stated the radio men are 
agreed to turn down all requests 


games committees until the main 
body gives them a yes or no on the 
that exclusive privileg?s 
have been sold to NBC for $100,000. 








WXYZ Taking Local 


Talent to Fill 17 Hours 


Detroit, May 23. 
In line with {ts announced inten- | 
tion of going ahead with busine 8s | 
without CBS chain programs, George | 


' Trendle’s WXYZ has gone out in the | 
|talent field locally and bought a 
inumber of people, including Ed Wer- | 


ner from Publix, Finney and his) 
band, Detroit Athletic Club, and | 


others. 


Faced with a problem of furnish- 
ing 17 hours of entertainment, more | 
talent is expected to be signed be-| 
fore June 1. ' 





OUT OF DUTCH 


Old Dutch account, with Irene; 
Beasley and Nat Brusiloff’s orches- | 
CBS network | 
almost two years of broadcast- | 


on June 14 
of three weekly 


Miss Beasley 
mences a series 


sustainings with Freddy Rich’s or- |} 


On June 5 shé starts 
Sunday sustaining broad- 
with the Round Towners 
Quartet. 


chestra. 
weekly 


Rapee’s Hr. Series 


John Royal, head of NBC's pro- | 
im department, pei lrates ai 
w series of sustainings June 3 
inder the leade rship of Erno Rapee 
Programs will run for a full hou 
each Friday night, from 10:90 to 
vied ‘Musical 


11:00. Will he « 


to secure such benefits from | 


connected } « 
And in these } 


competition—competi- | 
tion to be shunned, fought and sup- | 
| pressed—radio offers certain inher- 

for 4 


‘For those so deadly opposed | 
, to the local radio station that it is 


com- | 








Airing ‘Air’ Troubles 





SUMMER LAYOFFS 


—_——— 
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BARRIS SETTLES NBC 





| 
At L. A. Labor Bureau /°°* 72%, Miva'atzist" "™] DEAL ON CASH BA 
e . La or ureau | Can Return in Sept. 
| 
' 
t About 50° of he &5 ) rees : 
| Los Angel | ousted | ‘CBS will be ble oy t NBC has cancelled its contract 
408 2 3 > 98 s ry S vy able to ge “ , ‘ 
} os “ingeles, May 23. | thei — : 7 e able to set) with Harry Barris on a cash settle- 
} ‘ ‘a0 - “mer s back Se - ; , 
| Contracts issued to local radio | My Nea wy a ack iT septem= ment basis. Barris was under a 
ing 4 , P be ys sire, 
prong who appeared in the one- | Th — 4 eis 5 ’ ; one-year contract to the network 
, ke * - es are > 7oyees Or ayv . 
; week ‘Take the Air’ revue at the idia ; “* My nite agate ey }and had about nine months to go. 
usic Rox : I vi 1e -twork ir 1e : : 

| Music Box theatre are beginning to | Ee . WOR WOER: Soe « ty June Pursell winds up her con- 

bounce back : nei lon gest time. They have been in- |} 7 ~ ise ‘ 
| ince ack on Harry Sugarman, | Pe apc yee as 5 tract with NBC June 6 and retires. 
| producer, and Sam Coslow, the real] | ‘trcgttecadeiedte cage el’ Notice means just | She has been under a thre< months’ 

ugar man. . summer layolt, taining contract. 

| Two KHJ men, Kenneth L. Niles |= a ———- | WVincent Lopez band will take over 
i ¢ “harlac > 1? , ° 
nese harles Leland, have t irned | Coslow to appear at earing Wed Miss Pursell’s periods after June ¢ 
;} their contracts over to the labor | nesday (25). 

bureau for collection Niles was to | Backing of the radio revue was WEEU’s Mus. Dir. 

set $150 as m. c. and Leland, come-! supposed to be a 50-50 matt cead 

ar : a to a oV-00 ma . Reading, Pa., May 2 

dian, was signed at $100. Coslow is understood to I I i I 
| > — . 3 P sews 4 eedy i T } ) ‘ 
| Bureau has notified Sugarman and ried most of the burden mus ct REI 


editorial | 











Complete New Act 


THE ENTIRE 


FRIARS CLUB 





WHY 


“Scandals” 


in Preparation 


“CANADA DRY” 


ON THE AIR 
BROADCASTS FOR 


JACK BENNY 


After Six Broadcasts Rated as One of the 
Three Best Comedy Programs 


ON THE AIR 
Writing Material for 


BURNS and ALLEN 


Since (and Including) Their Radio Debut 12 Weeks Ago 
On the “Robert Burns Panetela” Programs, a Coast-to-Coast Wow 


In Which Were Broadcast Over 45 of My Original “Mad” Comedy Ideas 
AN INSTANTANEOUS NATION-WIDE LAUGH SENSATION 


ON THE AIR 


HARRY W. CONN 


IS AMERICA’S FOREMOST 


LAUGH WRITER 


He Wrote “The Interview” for 
EUGENE and WILLIE HOWARD 


'A Hit in George White's 
Considered the Greatest Laugh Continuity in Seasons 


and in Vaudeville for Two Years 


He Wrote Six Successful “Paramount” 


SMITH and DALE 


Two-Reel Comedies, One Plaved as a Vaudeville Act, 


He Wrote the Last Two “Paramount” Shorts for 
TOM HOWARD 


Made Into Two-Reelers Because of Their Merit 


He Wrote Plenty of Belly Laughs for 
PHIL BAKER 


New Act for EUGENE and WILLIE HOWARD to Open Shortly 


HARRY W. CONN 


110 West 48th Street 


“Malaria” 


NEW YORK CITY 
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NBC AIRS 195 


IN ECONOMY 


Chicago, May 23. 

DRIVE Although still chilly about the 

i whole idea of broadcasting from 

;studios on the Chicago World’s| 

— - Fair grounds, NBC has made a 

counter proposition the exposi- 

ixe falls at NBC this weeK| tion officials. Deal now under con- 

with about 75 of the network ero-| sideration by the latter group pro- 

plovees getting their notice. Ma- | POSeS that the Fair ic k in with 

- : .| $42,000 as its share of the cost of 

jority of the out are clerical OF!) jiding the ‘Hall of Broadcasting.’ 

stenographic help, although a few; Original estimate for putting up 

in important posts were included. lthe building and equipping the 
The 75 who received their notice 


are in the New York office of NBC 
only. All told, NBC has ousted 195 
employees all over the country, out 
of a total of 1,700. 

Among the latter are two an- 
nouncers, Ray Winters and Jeff 
Sparks; Jack Zedmunds, production 
department; Brune Quisinberry and 


Bill Card, artists’ bureau, and Jack 
‘Doc’ Norris, sales department. In 
the press department, nine were 
aired, majority of them being file 


and clipping clerks, and but one on 
the desk. 
NBC sustaining budget has 
sliced another $2,000 per week. 
NEC budget for sustaining pro- 
grams was originally cut about $45,- 
000, two months ago. 


been 


Cut is in keeping with NBC’s 
move to tighten all expenditures 


until the summer is over. 





Melvin White has joined Rob- 
bins’ staff. Will be a radio con- 
tact man, 


LITTLE 
JACK 
LITTLE 


WABC 


Every Day 
Except Sunday 
9 to 9:15 A. M., E.S.T. 














Networks Now Willing 
To Shoulder Share 
Of Chi Fair Studios 





| studios, as submitted by the exposi- 
| tion board, was $175,000. NBC 
| shaved this figure down to $140,000. 
Of this sum, $56,000 is building ma- 
terial and apparatus will be donated 
|by firms who built the network’s 
; studios in Merchandise Mart here 
ijand which are now working on 
| Radio City in New York, while NBC 
jand Columbia will agree to toss 
lin $42,000 more between them. Fair, 





Double Entendre 





Chicago, May 23. 

Broadcasting clique here has 
become double entendre con- 
scious. Columbia last week in- 
sisted that a flour milling client 
change its program billing be- 
cause the title might leave it- 
self open to wisecracking from 
|] the sophisticate mob. 
Brand on the ballyhoo make 
|] was the ‘Airy-Fairy Kwick Bis- 
kit,’ and the label selected for 
the ether session of ‘The Airy- 
Fairy Singer.’ 

















| 


Plagiarism Gag 
On Amateur Mss. 
Cures L.A. Radio 





lit is suggested, contribute the bal- 


;ance, Networks originally had 
'taken the attitude that it would be | 
up to the exposition to carry the| 
entire construction cost. 

In submitting the counter plan 


| NBC pointed out that the networks 
it will them each 


| 


'estimate cost 
around $1,500 a week to operate the 
fair ground studios. Chain also ad- 
vised the exposition heads that it 
would prefer to pass up the outside 
studio project entirely and confine 
its fair activities to picking up spe- 
cial events from the grounds by re- 
mote control and plugging the affair | 
from its own studios. 





SOLO CONTRACTS STICK 
_ NETWORKS FOR PLENTY 


Both NBC and CBS are having 
headaches trying to hook up spon- 
sors for contract solo male singers. 








Network is. shelling out plenty 
| weekly to these artists under 
| guarantees, with the majority of 
' 


|the warblers now sustaining and a 
| few which are commercial scheduled 
to vamp shortly. 

NBC has Johnny Marvin, Russ 
Columbo, Harry Barris and Donald 
Novis under contract and on sus- 





AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW HEADLINING FOR 


POST TOASTIES 
Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 

Coast to Coast 


taining schedules. Cliff Edwards 
was used sustaining by the net- 
work last week to see what could 
be done with him commercially and 
may be spotted again. 

CBS is worse off than NBC in this 
regard. It has Bing Crosby, Jack 
Miller and Little Jack Little work- 
ing sustaining. Morton Downey 
goes off his commercial May 28, 
with no new account set for him as 
yet. He will take a four weeks 
vacation. Arthur (‘Street Singer’) 
Tracy, on Pillsbury, loses that ac- 
count July 4. 














AMEN! 





RUSS 
COLUMB 


NBC and 
Victor Record Artist 
Management ED. W. SCHEUING 


Coffee Dan’s, Where Ham and 
Frying Pan Originated, Closes 


in 


San Francisco, May 23. 
The world famous Coffee Dan's 
has closed. Johnny Davis snapped 
the lock on his cellar door when 
landlord sued for $2,000 back rent 


Dan’s where hammer pounding and 
ham and eggs in a frying pan were 
originated. 

Night spot has been doing poorly 
for last two years. Its closing 
climaxes a period of bad breaks for 
Davis. 
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Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON tA PALINA PROGRAM 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
Personal Management—Ted Collies 






Pop Warner Cancels 
Commercial—Ethics 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
(Pop) Warner, Stanford 
coach, refused at the last 


Glenn 
football 











yr eee programs. 


| the Olympics,’ a weekly serial dra- 


by an oil company. 

















HAL BECKETT 


ORGANIST 
Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
INDEFINITELY 





Fall Kills Musician 
Denver, May 23. 
Christian Hansen, 49, viola player 

and formerly first violinist 

Denver Civic Symphony orchestra, 

died as the result cf a fall from 

the roof of a house. 
Survived by 1 idow and six chil- 
dren, all 1 usicians. 











and darkened the original Coffee 


Coach was scheduled to make an 
|}address on the 1912 games at Stock- 
,holm in connection with ‘Heroes of 


|matization of past games, paid for 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
threats 
suits by amateur writers 
against radio stations has brought 
about 


Several recent of pla- 


giarism 
a rule against reading un- 
solicited manuscripts at most of the 
larger broadcasting studios. 

This is another instance of radio 
following the footsteps of the pic- 
ture studios, were forced 
several years ago to put in a simi- 
lar ban on unsolicited stuff, due to 
kickbacks which savored of racket- 
eering. 


which 


Attempts to collect have been 
mostly on the serial type of pro- 
grams which are currently heavy on 
the Coast. Writers have submitted 
ideas for subsequent chapters of 
current serials and then when the 
continuity later reached something 
approximating these suggestions, 
attempts have been made to cash in. 


It’s not so hard, radio men say, 
to follow a serial drama and know 
pretty well what situations might 
later develop. So they’re taking no 
chances, 

Until a few months ago local sta- 
tions and advertising agents deal- 
| ing in records would read all ma- 
terial submitted. 


VARIETY IDEA 
FOR LUCKY STR. 


Lucky Strike starting June 14 will 
switch from its present style to the 
use of different variety acts on each 
program. Currently the ciggie ac- 
count is using Louis Sobol and or- 
chestras, plus some political speak- 
ers. 

Walter O'Keefe 
vaude acts set for the new ciggie 
layout. 














count, is having some difficulty ar- 
ranging for the Lahr 


to the ciggie periods, with the 
agency undecided 
becomes of Louis Sobol. 


_ 





Luring Housewives List 
With $100 Prize for Jam 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Jam is being used by a local ra- 


clients. 

Gag is the offering of $100 for the 
best jar of home-made strawberry 
jam. 


the jam that doesn’t prove the prize 
winner, and a list of thoroughly do- 


client, 





WGAR Cuts Staff 


Cleveland, May 23. 





June 1. Unlucky spielers are Cor- 
nelius Taylor and Bill Harding. 


Four commercial staff boys called 


is one of the 


Other will most likely be 
Bert Lahr, although Lord, Thomas 
& Logan, agency handling the ac- 


contract. 
Walter Winchell, who arrives in 
New York this week, also returns 


yet as to what 


dio station to get a mailing list of 
housewives for one of the station's 


mestic homebodies for the station's 


Economy axe has chopped off five} 
|musicians and two announcers from 


| WGAR’'s staff for summer, effective 
in the} 


Agencies Install Own 
Talent P. A.’s as Chi 


Chicago, May 23. 
NBC policy here of not mention- 
ing tclent in the commercial 
program listings unless booked 
ithrough its artists’ service has 
|cause* most of the local advertis- 
ling agencies handling radio ac- 
counts to install their own publicity 
depart) .ts. 
Regu!ation 
any but NBC 
into effect 
with the netwc-k’.s 
to cwaake no exceptions unless 
okayed by the local division’s as- 
sistant general manager. At first 
the agen-ies attacked the rule as a 
tactle:s and un‘air mehod of forc- 
ing business into the n2twork’s 
booking bureau and put up a stiff 
argument every time a_  client’s 
talent was given the absent pub- 





against publicizing 
contracted artists 
.ot so long ago, 
p.a’s instructed 


went 





licity treatment. 

After sev.‘al such encounters, 
the toprung agencies figured that 
|for a small additional expense they 


could ignore the network's attitude 
and do their own talent and pro- 
gram ballyhooing. Smaller agen- 


cies soon followed in their wake. 


WHIDDEN GETS ENOUGH 
IN FIRST DATE IN U. S. 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Jay Whidden, hailed here as 
Europe’s greatest: orchestra leader, 
having played at Carleton, London, 
for four years, puiled his initial 
American engagement at Miramar 
hotel, Santamonica, last week, and 
did badly. 

He was in on cover charge basis 
for an orchestra of 10 men and 
played to exactly 59 persons at $1 
each, 

That decided him 
the date off. 


KGFJ, L.A., Minus Orch. 
| After $25 Per Man Offer 





and he called 








Los Angeles, May 23. 

Scrap between the musicians’ 
union and KGFJ has the radio sta- 
tion currently without an orchestra 
and facing a withdrawal by the 
union of all remote control-facili- 
ties. 

Station, owned by Ben S. Mc- 
Glashan, was using a 12-piece or- 
chestra on a cut rate deal with the 
urion calling for $40 a week per 
man on a six-day guarantee of 
three consecutive hours a day. 

Six months’ contract had five 
weeks to run, union officials say, 
when the band was dismissed. Sta- 
tion offered to take the combina- 
tion back at $25. This was turned 
down by union execs. who now 
threaten to stop cny orchestra play- 
ing in cafes which go out on re- 
mote control over that station. 








HEROIC OPERATOR 


Stricken With Appendicitis 
Sticks to Transmitter 


But 


Rochester, May 232. 
Charles G. Snyder was alone in 
charge of the WHAM transmitter 
at Victor, ten miles from Rochester, 
when stricken with appendicitis. 
He stuck to his post until the 
end of the program, then drove to 


gency theatment. Next day he un- 
derwent an operation. 





Leontovich’s Experiences 
Chicago, May 23. 
Eugenie Leontovich of ‘Grand Ho- 


minute to take part in an Olympics tel’ is being offered for radio lo- 
game program on KHJ, claiming Means sweet stuff on the bread | cally. 

that the games, being amateur af- for inmates of certain charitable in- Basis of the offer is Miss Leonto- 
fairs, should not be exploited on| Stitutions who will eventually get} vich’s experiences in Russia, both 


before and following the revolution. 





‘Biblical Dramas’ Back 


NBC will return the ‘Biblical 
Dramas’ broadcasts to WJZ, May 
29. They have been off the air for 
more than six months. 

Broadcasts, sustaining, will be 
| carried each Sunday for 30 minutes. 





Metaxa Doubling 
Metaxa, in ‘Cat and the 
Globe, New York, will 


Georges 


Fiddle,’ at 








NBC Restricts Plugs 


the. Highle-nd hospital for emer+ 


L. A’S DISC DIN 
HAS PLUGGERS 





SOBBING 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

With several cafes folding in the 
past few months, song pluggers are 
running in circles trying to get their 
stuff free over the air. Heretofore 
it was a cinch with the smaller 
night spots anxious to go for the 
new tunes, and sending them out 
on gratis remote control hours over 
the one-lung stations. 

Cafes closing left the small sta. 
tions with little orchestra stuff ag 
few of them can afford a studio 
band of their own. This plus some 
difficulties with the unions over 
price cutting has sent almost all 
of the one-lungers to records. 

Currently there is more disc 
going out from 
ever previously. 
stations are taking to wax. 

There are at least a half 
of the little timers using 
exclusively. 

Some of the cafes which passed 
out or went off the air are Pyramid, 
which tied with KMTR; Silver 
Slipper and Showboat, KFAC; La 
Boheme, KMPC; Club Alabam and 
Lafayette, KGFJ. 


stuff 
than 
major 


Los Angeles 


Even the 
dozen 
records 


VALSPAR’S YEAR AND OFF 

Valspar quits the NBC network 
June 16 after being on for over a 
year. 

The account is on WEAF Satur- 
day nights with William Wirges’ 
orchestra and ‘guests.’ 











FREDDY 


MACK 
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CANADA DRY HUMORIST 


BENNY 


WJZ Mon. and Wed., 9:30 P.M. 
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COMMERCIAL 
BROADCASTING 


OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 


With TOY BAND 


6 P.M. Daily. E.S.T. 
A B E a eee 


MA 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA CRCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 


COAST-TO-COAST 





























|in to double as announcers include| double nightly at the Central Park | 


iClyde Wood, 


Chic Dowe, Ted De- 


‘turk and Frank Proudfoot. 


| Casino. 


' He opened Friday (26) 


| 


IWABC 
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INSERT CUT-IN CLAUSE 


IN PROPOSED CONTRACT 


Two new clauses have been in- 
gerted in the proposed contract be- 
tween songwriters and publishers 
consideration for rec- 





now under 
oemmendation to the industry by the 
poard of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers. 

One is a proposal to elimintte 
eut-ins. It stipulates that if the 
writer is found cutting anyone in 
on his song or paying to have it 
played, he loses all rights 
song. Penalty for publishers is also 
loss of all rights to the songs, 
which revert to the .,riters. 

If the contract accepted includes 
the cut-in clause, it will 
the anti-cut-in resolution of the 
American Society, which stipulates 
that any publis::er or writer found 
guilty of cutting in loses. six 
months’ participation in the Society 
edllections. 

Secqgd new proposal is 
effect that publishers 
rhts to 


to the 
are to sell 
the foreign rig compositions 
individually and that the 
to get a percentage of the advance. 
This eliminates tlanket contracts 
for the sale of cntire catalogs to 
foreign publishers. 


—— 





Gottler and Kornheiser 
In 50-50 Partnership 


Archie Gottler, songwriter who 
five months ago siarted his own 
publishing firm on the coast, has 


joined forces with Phil Kornheiser 
as an equal partner. 

Kornheiser will change the name 
of his firm to Kornheiser-Gottler, 
Inc., with the Gottler firm on the 
coast assuming the same title. 

Kornheiser has purchased ‘Best 
Sweetheart of All’ from Robbins 
Music. Cliff Friend wrote the words 
and music. 





To Fit Scale 

Orchestra leaders. or 
musicians still getting 
local union demands* will be re- 
duced by Publix. Cireuit is. trying 
to effect general cuts over the sum- 
mer with musicians, especially 
where the scale is thought to be 
high in view of conditions. 

Numerous A houses of Publix, 
and other chains, used to pay lead- 
ers and individual musicians con- 
siderably above the scale in order 
to get top men. When Publix gets 
through it doesn’t expect to have 
any musicians over the scale. 


specialty 
more than 





DOUBLE SUNDAY SCALE 
Baltimore, May 23. 

Local musicians’ union is on rec- 
ord as favoring double pay for Sun- 
day work. The vote was close, 74 
to 7%. 

Open Sundays at the Century, 
Keith’s and Hippodrome, where pit 
orchestras are employed, started the 
movement. It is understood the plan 
is to eventually extend the. double- 
time demand to all Sunday work, 
including radio. 
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THANKING 
Allen (Insurance) Conroy 


For His Many Favors 


AL DUBIN 











10 Years in St. Louis 


MILTON 
SLOSSER 


SOLO ORGANIST 


Publix-Ambassador Theatre 
&T. LOUIS, MO. 





in the 


nullify | 


writer is | 


American Society Tells 





National 
casters’ 
confer 


Association of Broad- 

committee appointed to 
with the 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
;ers regarding the proposed increase 





in radio license fees, has been ad- 
|vised by the A.S.C.A.P. to cease 
| Stalling, according to report. 
| N.A.B. was te have made its | 


ecunter-proposal to the American 
| Society’s proposed increase on May 
116, but failed to. 

A.S.C.A.P. 
@ntil Sept. 1 before placing its pro- 
posed increased rates into 
\If it fincs that it cannot reach a 
satisfactory agreement with the 
N.A.B. committee prior to Sept. 1, 
|it can make its new rates effective 
at any time. 

N.A.B. committee is expected to 
make its counter-proposal June 1. 





VALLEE DOUBLING 


$2,200 for T.> Nights in Chi Ball- 
rooms 


Rudy Vallee and his Connecticut 
Yankees will double out of George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ into the Aragon 
and Trianon. ballrooms Saturday 
and Sunday (28-29), getting $2,200 
for the two nights. Musicians’ union 
okayed the dates after arrangements 
were satisfactorily made for the 
payoff to standby men, as per local 
union regulation, 





Valee wanted to play the engage- ! 


ments alone when first approached 
by Andrew Karzas, 
both dance spots. 





‘New Villa Moret Title 
In L. A. for Studio Biz 


Los Angeles, May 23. 


Wary attitude of 


| local office of Villa Moret to re- 
organize as a separate company and 


Music Corp. 
of music publishers’ big financial 
take in the past scared studios into 
backing out of doing business. 


Simpson, 
Villa Moret, are president and sec- 
retary respectively of the new com- 
pany. Karl Hajos and Herbert 
Heidecker, who started the local 
branch, are still in charge. 


secretary 





Caesar Will Inc. 


Hollywood, May 23. 


Irving Caesar says he is forming 
a musie publishing company in New 
York, aptly calling it Irving Caesar, 
Ine. 

Meanwhile, between sun baths, 
Caesar is writing songs for Al Jol- 
son's ‘HaNelujah, I'm a Bum,’ at 
United Artists. 





WERNER’S AIR JOB 
Detroit, May 23. 


Eduard Werner, for years director 
of the Michigan theatre and other 
Publix and Kunsky-Trendle orches- 
tras, has resigned, effective June 2. 

He takes over at that time the 
classical music dept. at station 
WXYZ. 





Arnold’s Pocket Job 
Los Angeles, May 23. 

Billy Arnold replaces Harry Coe, 
resigned, as local rep fcr Robbins. 
Office here has been closed for some 
time, so Arnold will work out of 
his pocket. 

Con Conrad’s local office closed 
last week. With Mickey Hester off 
ithe payroll Conrad is now without 
local representation. 








Rockwell-Mills-Young Firm 
Tom Rockwell, Irving Mills ani 
Victor Young have their own indie 


music publishing company, the 
Lawrence Co. 


t's operated as a subsid of tl 
MiNs-Rockwell radio artists’ 
| Young is the orchestra leader 
of M-R’s clients. 


agen 
and 
| one 





Kay Points South 
| Chicago, May Be 
| 


Herbie Kay band calls it a sea- 


son at the Blackhawk cafe here 
i June 19, and then heads south to 
Dallas for a sojourn at the Baker 
ij hotel. 


Slated for a three-month 








at the Texas spot. 


NAB to Stop Stalling 


American Society |! 


is not obligated to wait | 


effect, | 


who operates | 


producers 
toward music publishers caused the 


change its name to Motion Picture 
Rekindled memories 


F. L. Owens, president, and Sally | 
‘treasurer of | 


streten | 


ALIMONY HUNT 


Sheriff Reports Blank 

for Burtnett’s 

Los Angeles, May 23. 

Burtnett, divorced four 
© by Mary McNerney Burt- 
ett, has run his alimony bill up to 
| $1,600 at the rate of $50 a month. 
| Burtnett failed to appear in court 
ona and Mrs. Burtnett’s 
attorney declared his next action 
would he 
Sheriff 
of exec 


in Search 
Assets 








Earl 


years ag 


summons, 


to secure 
has 
ution 
ialf three 


out with writs 
in Mrs. Burtnett’s be- 
times in the last 
ij} months but reports he couldn't 
anything the o 


been 


six 
find 
rchestra man owned. 


Slightly Deaf Leader Played 
Sour, Men Say; 


Detroit, May 23. 
Admitting that he was slightly 
|} deaf and charged by members of his 
own orchestras, as well as others 
that his music was sour, John R. 
Roberts lost his suit for breach of 
|contract against the Campus Ball- 








— 


room, The ballroom cancelled a 
|year’s contract with seven months 
j To £o. 


The piano player stated that she 





a bench warrant. | 


Loses Suit |30-t 2 tre atove ie 


| 


| for the singer. He 


| 


| 
| 


' 


| ing o!1 


| Was the only one in tune, while the | 
drummer claimed that the tempo | 
was all wrong. Wm. Bailey, re- 


|} signed president of the musicians’ 
local, 
of the ‘sourest’ he had ever heard. 
The proprietor of the ballroom 
stated he gave Roberts the job be- 
|cause he liked him, but that he 
simply couldn’t play dance music. 
He said he even gave him money for 
an examination of his hearing, but 
| Roberts refused to have the opera- 
tion advised. Testimony from an 
announcer from WMBC,' which 
broadcast the programs, was that 
the listeners complained constantly. 
Court ruled no cause for action. 


MUSICIAN SLUGGED 


Duluth-Superior Union Differences 
Suspected Cause 
Duluth, Minn., May 23. 
Warfare between Duluth and Su- 
perior broadcasting union musicians 
flamed anew when Herbert Miska, 
Duluth violinist, was set upon by 
|two men and badly beaten. The 
|thugs then grabbed his violin, val- 
ued at $1,500, and jumped upon it. 
Miska had been to a rehearsal 
and was just leaving his garage 
when his assailants pounced upon 








jhim. No attempt was made to rob 
him. 
Several Duluth musicians have 


been assaulted when attempting to 
breadeast over the Superior branch 
of WEBC. Disgruntled members of 
the Duluth-Superior local withdrew 
from the union and have been at- 
tempting to organize a Superior 
local. Otto Wendt, Superior mu- 
sician and vice-president of the 


stated the orchestra was one | 


| 


} 














combined union, recently returned 
from a trip to New York where he | 
; attempted to secure a charter for a_ 
| | PRE group. 


INo U. S. Composers Let | 


In European Congress | 


Paris, May 23. 

European Composers’ Associations 
j;are meeting here for the purpose 
'of founding an International Music 
| Users Council. 

Intention is to get better enforce- 
ment of copyrights. Represented in | 
the meet are England, France, Den- 
lmark, Italy, Sweden, Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Switzerland. 


Chandler with Yellen 
| Billy 
| Music 








Chandler joins Jack Yellen 
next week as a vice-presi- 
Chandler has secured a mi- 
interest in the firm. 

expected to be 
firm, which is 
a one-man publishing 
Charlie War and Bernie 
severed conne 


dent. 
nority 

Others added 
now 
company, 
Pollock 


two 


are 
to the Yellen 

ren 
ctions 
ato. 


CLARK PUBLISHING 
Hollywood, May ye B 

Clark, with the Witmark 

Chicas iffice for 10 years, has 

Sunland Music Co 


th a catalog of four num- 


nched the and 


Reser Through in July 
jarry Reser’s orchestra oF out 
{fotel Roosevelt, New York 
yrchestra was b-oked in 





by NBC to follow Guy Lom! 
s successor not sele 


‘ ed yet, 
it will not be NBC pooked. 


ardo. j 


| Since students of Ueno Academy are 
| not 
|}until after 


| gaining 


Japanese Music Student Aired 


For Writing Best Seller Song 





. Tokyo, 


has a new 


April 28. 
tecord field best-seller, 
which seems due to break all 
marks of the past. It is a tune 
written by a young 
and its Japan¢ 
Is Either 
on your morning after. 
second-year vocal student in 
Ueno Academy of Music and 
leased in September, it already 
| passed the 
best seller, the 
| two 


| 
| 


sales 


ster named Koga | 


se title means ‘Liquor 
Try that 
Sung by a 
the 

| 
re- 


Tears or Sighs.’ 


has 
200,000 mark Previous | 
March, 


and 


Tokyo 
that 


took 
years to do stopped 

Heavy sales hat great popularity 
looked for a time like a bad break 
took a flat fee 
for singing it and used a false name, 


allowed to do commercial work 
graduation. 

3ut with the record blaring forth 
from every cate and everybody sing- 
whistling the tune, his secret 
didn't keep long. Bounced. Colum- 
bia organization, which put out the 
record, went to bat for him and got 
him reinstated but can't use him for | 
recording for another year and a 


| half. 


Wayne Coleman's orchestra, 
spotted for 18 months in the Florida | 
Dancehall here, has moved, since 
contract expired. All the boys save 
Tommy Missman, first sax, went to 
a Yokohama musical wrestling par- 
lor on a percentage basis, but 
stayed less than a month after a 
dispute over count of tickets. Did 
private dances for a time, then 
landed a job in the Marutama Caba- 
ret in Osaka. Now there. Maru- 
tama is a big, new joint which has 
been breaking all records for night- 
ery advertising in the papers, 

Missman stayed with the Florida, 
hooking into Kikuchi’s Collegians, 
otherwise an all-Japanese organiza- 
tion. Florida also has four Euro- 
peans in a tango band, alternaiing 
with American-style musie served 
up by Kikuchi. Accordeon, violin, 
banjo and guitar. That kind of stuff 
ground in Japan. 


Grief for Leader 


Ernest Kaai, Jr., for some years 
Japan's leading foreign jazz band 
leader, has given up the business 


over his orchestras to 
some of his boys. Reason: Toco 
much grief. Used mostly Ha- 
waiians and every Hawaiian secms 
to think he ought to be a leader 
himself. 

Plenty of trouble with his bands 


and turned 


| foreign-style 


| Armentieres, 





running out on him to 
of their own, using his name and 
prestige but not cutting him in, 
Now hooked up with Columbia or- 
ganization as arranger. 


book dates 


Victor lists six records as the best 
sellers on its foreign list in Japan 
during 1931. American jazz band 


recordings 
Here they 


conspiculously 
are: ‘Sous les 


missing. 
Toits de 


Paris,’ by Weber's orchestra: ‘Fall- 
|ing in Love Again,’ sung by Mar- 
lene Dietrich; Annen Polka and 
Perpetuum Mobile, by Vienna Phil- 


harmonic orchestra; 
Five-Barred Gate,’ by 
orchestra; ‘Bolera’ and ‘La Seduce 
cion,’ by Nat Schilkret’s orchestra, 
and ‘I Don’t Wanna Go Home,’ by 
Hylton's orchestra. 


‘Sitting on a 
Jack Hylton’s 


Victor's six best among Japanese 
records included three modern 
kouta, two naniwabushi and one 
children’s song. A modern kouta is 
a song on a Japanese theme but in 
musical construction, 


A naniwabushi is one kind of Ja- 
panese-style music. 

Columbia's six best among the 
Japanese-language releases in- 
| cluded four modern kouta and two 
foreign songs translated into Ja- 
|; panese. The foreign songs, ‘Drunk 
Last Night’ and ‘Mademoiselle from 


were recorded by \ae 
riety’s Tokyo correspondent. 


MPPA Issues Warning to 
Non-Licensed Air Discers 





All ad agencies have been notilied 
by the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association that radio disc 
panies not licensed by the M.P.!’.A, 
will be subject to suit in the future, 

M.P.P.A., in its letter to the ad 
agencies, requests them to deal 
with the radio disc companies with 
M.P.P.A,. license or to take 
censes themselves, M.P.P.A. char:;es 
non-liccnsed radio disc firms scek 
to avoid paying the proper fees to 
the music industry. 


ccMme 


out lie 


Harry Fox, in charge of the radio 
dise licensing department of the 
M.P.P.A., goes to Chicago June 1 
to attempt to straighten out the 
matter with the Advertisers’ As:o-# 
ciation of Chicago, which has re-« 
fused to take out licenses. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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“I've Got the Words—lI've Got 
the Tone 
HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 
“HELLO, SWEETHEART, HELLO” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 
(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gan)” 


“EVERYTIME MY HEART BEATS” 


“STOP = SUN, STOP THE MOON 
My Man's (ione” 


“WHEN YOU’R GETTIN’ ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave. New York 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“LULLABY OF THE LEAVY ES” 
“GOSH DARN 
“IN MY HIDEAWAY” 
“WHY CAN’T THIS GO ON 
FOREVER?” 





Due te popular demand we have 
lifted all restrictions from, and 
now release 


“‘Let’s Have Another Cup 
of Coffee”’ 


Song Hit of “FACE THE MUSIC” 


1607 Broadway, New York 

















RADEO, DANCE TALMIE HOES 


‘LIGHTS OF PARIS” 
“LAFFIN’ AT THE FUNNIES’ 


‘UNDERNEATH THE SUMMER 
MOOK” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


Remick Hits 
“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 


“WITH MY SWEETIE IN THE 
MOONLIGHT” 


“DON’T BE AFRAID OF 
LOVE” 


“A GREAT BIG BUNCH OF 
YOu” 


“LITTLE OLD CHURCH IN 
THE VALLEY” 


REMICK MUSIC CORI. 


1657 Broadway, New Yor' 








Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“TOO MANY TEARS” 


“| SEND MY LOVE WITH 
THESE ROSES” 


“HOW CAN YOU SAY NO?” 


“BANKING ON THE 
WEATHER” 


“IN A SHANTY IN OLD 
SHANTY TOWN” 


“HAVING A GOOD TIME 
WISH YOU WERKE HERE” 


M. WITMARK & SOUS 
1657 Broadway, New York 











“TWO LOVES” 
‘““MARDI-GRAS”’ 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART’ 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


62 Weaet 45th New York ©) y 
— 


Street, 








“My Extraordinary Gal” 
“Sleep C. me On and Take Me” 
‘-ools in Love” 

“Let That Be a Lesson to You” 


OLMAK Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave... New York 
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KEDZIE 
somewhat later, 


are 


Starting 
Friday night 
closer to 
for 


getting 
better 


showings 
and a 
an audience. The 
crowd in for the first of last Fri- 
day’s array saw a so-so bill, noth- 
ing outstanding and much that had 
no standing at all. 

Opening were the Three Per- 
culators, two gals and a man, col- 
ored. They hoofed with gusto but 
no distinction; and sang entirely 
without merit. If it must be, 
should stick to the rapid footwork. 


sundown 


chance fair 


|players to sing ‘On the Road to 
these Mandalay,’ with two choruses. 

Tai Ling Sing is a Chinese gentle- 
|man who not only sings, but plays 
| the fiddle and dances at the same 
| time. Nothing here. ‘Rhythm of 
the Dance’ shapes up nicely on the 
| flash. It’s especially oke on the ex- 


|cellent costuming. Three girls and 
two men for ballet and hoofing 
routines. A touch of modernism 
in some of the interludes that is 
figured as something of a novelty 
for the smaller time. It takes some 
courage to produce acts thes? days, 
even on short coin. Act appears 





Helen Carlson got away badly here | ready for anything in the midwest. 


due to some jumbled props for her | 


perch and web turn. Should elim- 


inate the opening try 


at acrobatic | single 


took the 
to deliver 
of the 


next-to- 
the best 
evening. A 


Conlin 
niche 
results 


Ray 
closing 


tumbling, which is meaningless, and | Smart ventriloquist who knows how 


get immediately to the trap. A/to 
rather slow pace is holding the turn dummy. ‘Songs vs. Dance’ has a 
back. Best work is the body-twist- | couple of good musical-comedy type | 
ing bits on the web. song and dance numbers to hold it 
Joan, Jerry and Billy are dressed| up. Five girls and one man. One 
nicely and have one or two favor- | femme at the piano and two to as- 
able moments in their dancing act. | sist on the vocalizing, making a 
They, too, are trying to talk andj|neat warbling trio. Punch of the 
sing. They shouldn't. On the hoof | turn is a two-femme adagio, rather 


they can get by, but the tonsil work 
is a constant backfire. ‘All Aboard’ 
is a comedy sketch that goes awry 
by attempting to be a production 
with songs and dances. The spe- 
cialties are without good and serve 
only to hinder what little pos- | 


sibilities the sketch might have on | filed suit for 


its comedy lines. Five-person 





clown with himself and the 


long, but good. Gold, 





Roberson-Gifford dramatic tent 
company opened last Saturday (21) 
at Watertown, Wis. 


exchange here has 
$210 against the Ran- 
dolph theatre for payment on shorts, 


Universal 


farce, based upon the premise that | |features and newsreels, 


it’s embarrassing but funny to lose 
one’s false teeth. Multiply the 
number of people who lose their 
false teeth and the laughs should 
be a high total. Arithmetic goes 
wrong here, however, as the laughs 
are scarce. Set on shipboard for 
some unknown reason. Serves, no 
doubt, as the cue for one of the 


Louis Laemmle has folded his 
loop spot, the Casino. 


Sudden illness of Bert Roberts’ 
wife, Alice, forced the postpone- 
ment of the Roberts and Roberts 
tour of England. Mrs. Roberts is 
at the American hospital. 





Diary of a Stooge 


(Continued from page 61) 


be a sucker,’ he said. ‘Go back to 
Peoria with Tillie and raise some 
little stooges.’ 

I didn't like the way he said that, 
and it made Tillie blush. ‘I am 
not a stooge anymore, Mr. Bowery,’ 
I said to him. ‘I am an actor just 
like you used to be, only I am not 


going to clutter myself up with 
stooges.’ 
Mr. Bowery laughed again and 


patted me on the back. ‘Okay, 


chump,’ he said. ‘Live and learn.’ 
Later on they introduced Mr. 
Bowery, and everybody clapped. 


They kept on clapping and yelled 
for us to do our act, so Mr. Bowery 
looked at us with his eyebrows lift- 
ed up and we said yes. He bor- 
rowed a banjo from a fellow in the 
orchestra and we started in with 
me playing the banjo. 

There was something about it 
that made us act great. When I 
think about it now I guess it was 
because we felt bad about leaving 
each other and we wanted to do 
one last good act together. Any- 
way, we worked awful hard and al- 
most ruined our good clothes, and 
the people laughed harder and 
harder. Right in the middle of it 
Scaramouche stuck his foot through 
the fellow’s banjo and the people 
screamed, they thought it was so 
funny. I was worried, but Mr. 
Bowery gave the banjo player a 
$100 bill, just like he gave us, and 
the people clapped, The way he 
was giving money away he acted 
like he was drunk. Maybe he was. 

Here it is three-thirty in the 
morning and I'm still writing. I've 
got to quit so I can meet Tillie in 
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the morning and work on our act. 
Scaramouche is snoring like a lion. 


Los Angeles—Thursday. 


Why do things have to happen to 
spoil things? 

The minute I saw Tillie today I 
got a bad feeling in my stomach 
because I knew something was up. 
I don’t know what I'll do now. 

If we hadn't of gone to the Frolics 
cabaret last night that producer 
wouldn’t have seen Tillie and got 
the idea that she was an actress. 
Then the producer wouldn't have 
called Mr. Bowery and got Tillie’s 
number and asked her to come out 
to the studio for a test. But that’s 
what did happen and when Tillie 
told me that the man wanted her 
to come out to the studio I could 
see my whole act sailing right out 
the window. Gee! 

After Tillie told me about it she 
said that Mr. Bowery advised her 
to go to the studio because you 
could make a lot of money in mov- 
ing pictures if you caught on. She 
was all excited about it. She said 
that after they signed her up she 
would teii them about me and I'd 
be signed up too. 

I guess I showed how T felt on 
my face because Tillie quit talking 
about herself and asked me what 
was the matter. 

‘Nothing,’ I said. ‘I was just won- 
dering about my act but don’t let 
that stop you.’ 

Tillie put her arm around my 


shoulder. ‘We don't need the act 
when we're both actors and act- 
resses,’ she said. 


I shook my 
under her arm. ‘Go 
‘Go ahead and 


ahead,’ 
ditch me. 


worrying about me.’ 


shoulder. ‘I know what.I'll do,’ 
said, 

fe'll have your act just like you 
said.’ She smiled at me and I was 


to bawl. I quick jerked my shoul- 
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der out from her arm again and ran 
|to the door of her room. ‘I don't 
|}want you in my act ever!’ I 
| yelled, and ran down the hall before 
she could see that I was crying 








When I got back to my room 
there was a call from Tillie but I 
didn’t answer it. Quantrelli and 


| Scaramouche came in to say good- 
| bye, and they had their suitcases 
}ready and everything. Scaramouche 
|} shook hands with me and Quantrelli 
| kissed me good-bye twice. She was 
going to kiss me again but Scara- 
mouche gave her a kick. He said 
he guessed they were going to get 
married when they got back home 
and what a job he'd have on 
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shoulder out from 
I said. 
I'm not 
going to be a picture actor so quit 


Tillie put her arm back on my 
she 
‘I won't go near that studio. 


so upset I was afraid I was going 


his | 


hands. Then they wished me luck 
and said to say good-bye to Tillie. 

Now they're gone and I'm ail 
alone. I'm always all alone and 
having trouble. 

I might as well quit writing and 
play my banjo to myself. There's 
nothing else to do. 





I’m lta You 


(Continued from page 61) 
out, she was told she was realizing 
the meaning of capital punishment. 


Starting Even 





Nat Karson, the caricaturist, met 
Ted Healy for the first time. Ted 
was garbed in what the well dressed 
man will throw away. Nat was 
asked to make a caricature of Ted. 
but he declined saying, ‘It wouldn't 
be ethical. He gives me too much 
of a head start.’ 


High Class Touch 


unusual touch 
other day while entering Dinty 
Moore's. A fellow sidled up told 
ius he was starved and being a hurry 
we gave him a dollar. To which the 
| guy growled, ‘How do you expect 
'me to eat in Moore's for a buck.’ 


The most the 





Re-action 
Al Boasberg confides that 
seeing ‘Scarface,’ he went home 
wounded his wife for a laugh. 
This is a picture that by the time 
it finishes the only one left alive 


after 
and 


to take a bow is the producer, 
Ostermania 
Modern theatrical mother to 
daughter, ‘Go to school and learn 


your NBC’s....Johnny Weismuller 
was a great swimmer for years, but 
he had to make a monkey out of 
himself to, become famous....Sign 
at the Palace—Ten Acts Half the 


Price—the acts or the admission? 
..-Everything at the Hotel St. 


Moritz affects an accent but the due 
bills.... Weep for poor Hannah Wil- 
liams Kahn, starving at the Hotel 
Pierre....Would you call it, Wash- 
ington, Deceit? ARE YOU 
READING? 


Gambling Out 





(Continued from page 1) 


Lincoln Group, replicas of building 
associated with the early life of Lin- 
coln, some to be in operation this 
summer; two or more dirigibles, for 
both 1932 and 1933. Some 320,000 
feet at the south end of the grounds 
have been set aside for an Indian 
show. Besides there will be a 
Seminole Village outfit and an Alli- 
gator Wrestling show, with tropical 
vegetation. Alligator wrestling is 
also expected to be in operation in 
1932, 
No ‘Little Egypt’ 


For the Oriental side, there is to 
be development taking in 550 feet 
on both sides of the main road, 
reproducing the architecture, streets, 
arts, lives, customs, amusements, 
domestic animals, etc., of the people 
of Morocco, Egypt, Palestine, Jeru- 


salem, India, etc. There will be 
sword-swallowers, whirling derv- 
ishes, jugglers, magicians, camels, 


elephants, and so on. In its own 
territory plans are already laid for 
a reproduction of King Solomon’s 
Temple. Will occupy several acres 
and will be as accurate a reproduc- 
tion as possible, following the Bibli- 
cal description. 

Along the savage row, two items: 
are in line; African Pygmies and} 
Watusi, being organized by Herbert 
3radley, the explorer, and the 
South Sea Island head-hunters and 
fire-walkers, The latter were orig- 


For the theatre end, there’s to be 
an arena set out in the lagoon, and 
to be known as ‘The Light.’ Other 
| strictly theatrical, attractions sum 
jup into bands, choruses, 


j and vaude. In another 





|fair there’s a spot for cyclorama 
| spectacles. Also set is a rodeo, for 
| two weeks only in 1933. 

Rides will take Sky Ride, being 
itwo towers some 600 feet high, for 
| obser vation of the exposition and 


| the town. At the 
| patrons can ride in cars, which run 
fon cables, from one tower to the 
| other, 2.500 feet apart, on the 
mainland, the other on fair’s 
island, 

Also set are 


one 
the 


@ novelty rides, to 


ny 


inally scheduled for the Ringling | 
show. 

Already set is a museum to be} 
tagged ‘Believe It or Not—Ripley.’ 
containing a collection of the car- 
toonist’s objects, both living and | 
inanimate. 


concerts | 
part of the) 


2°00 foot level the} 


-— 
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“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
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at Coast studios last week: 


3ette Davis, ‘Silver Dollar,’ WB. 

Alice Ardell, ‘C’est Paree,’ Vita- 
phone. 

J. Carroll Naish, ‘Crooner,’ War- 
ners. 

Melvyn Douglas, ‘Burnt Offering, 
Fox. 

Maurice Black Ivan Linow, ‘Re- 
volt,’ Warners. 


Nat Pendleton, ‘Hell Fire Austin,’, 
Tiffany. 
Gertrude 
Shame,’ Metro. 
Pat O’Brien, 
‘Air Mail,’ U. 
Frederick Burton, 


Michael, ‘Without 
Slim Summerville, 


‘One Way Pas- 


sage,’ Warners. 

Harry Gribbon, ‘Ride Him, Cow- 
boy,’ Warners. 

Joan Blondell, Zasu Pitts, ‘Gates 
of Hollywood,’ Par. 

George Melford, direct next un- 


titled Hoot Gibson, Allied. 
Leila Bennett, William 

‘Tiger Shark,’ Warners. 
Richard Tucker, Natalie Moor- 


Ricciardi, 


head, ‘The Stoker,’ Allied. ; 
Harvey Clark, Charles Boyer, ‘Red 
Headed Woman,’ Metro. 
Dorothy Hall, Reginald Owen, 


‘Child of Manhattan,’ Columbia. 

Lloyd Bacon assigned the mega- 
phone on ‘Silver Dollar,’ Warners. 

Dorothy Peterson, Walter Perci- 
val, ‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ Warners. 

Helen Coburn, here from legit for 
Metro, goes into ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
as her first. 

Helen , Vinson, ._ Gavin Gordon, 
Ethel Griffies instead of May Rob-j; 
son, ‘Two Against the World,’ War- 
ners. 

Harvey Fergusson and Anthony 
Coldeway have the script assign- 
ment on ‘The Lone Cowboy,’ Will 
James original for Randolph Scott 
at Paramount. 

Loretta Young, George’ Brent, 
Louis Calhern, ‘They Call It Sin,’ 
Thornton Freeland to direct for 
Warners. Script in the making by 
Lillie Hayward and Howard Green. 


Following assignments were made| 





Greta Granstead, femme lead, 
Buck Jones’ ‘McKenna of the 
Mounted,’ Col. 

Geneva Mitchell, ‘Million Dollap 
Legs,’ Par. 

Robert Armstrong, ‘Most Danger. 
ous Game’ and chain gang story, 
Radio. 

Judgment of $5,571 entered against 
Mrs. Wallace Reid in favor of the 
state superintendent of banks, 


Amount is on a note given the Bank 
of Hollywood in October, 1930, by 
Mrs. Wallace Reid Productions. 


Purchase of the Stanley Theatre 
at Long Beach from R. H. Cohen 
has been negotiated by a group 
headed by David Rector. 


Metro distributing 


corpor@ion is 
suing Harry Popkin, L. A. ex- 
hibitor, for $3,925 rental on Metro 
pictures Popkin refused to play, 


Suit is on product contracted last 
August for Jewel and Crystal the- 
atres on Whittier boulevard. 

lox Cosmopolitan Theatre Co., 
owners of the California theatre, 
Main street foreign film house, has 
signed an eight-year lease to 
Emanuel Rosano and Joseph Finger, 

Hayden Talbot’s suit against Fox 
for $11,900 balance on a contract 
given him by W. R. Sheehan has 
been transferred from Superior to 
Federal court. Switch obtained on 
grounds that Fox is a New York 
corporation, 





is suing 
materials 


Consolidated Film, Inc., 
Caddo Co. for $16,038 for 
furnished. 

Morgan Howard resigned as 
usher at Hollywood Pantages to do 
a magic act in the Fanchon & 
Marco Idea tentatively called ‘Mys- 
tery.’ 


Dreamland theatre, 30th and Main, 





ing gallery. According to present 
plans, no wheels or any other | 
gambling device will be permitted | 
on the grounds, 


RKO Shakeup 


(Continued from page 51) 








ly reduced as the New York house 
booker to the Palace only, and then 
off the books altogether. He is re- 
ported to hold a one year contract 
at a $20,000 salary, upon which he 
was given a cut two weeks after 
with lawyers said to have been 
scanning the agreement last week. 


The shows in the New York thea- 
tres under Godfrey’s booking were 
the cause for the first reduction. 
That the Palace has been losing 
more than ever since assumed by 


Godfrey was the reason for its 
transfer to Willi on Saturday, 
All changes were reportec made 


solely by the theatre department 
without advice from or to Beck. 
Godfrey was appointed booker of 
the Palace by Beck, who holds a 
large personal interest in the house. 


Godfrey Repeats Himself 





j Godfrey’s record during his pre- 
vious tenure in the booking office, 
some two years ago, has ironically 
enough served as the pattern for 
his latest ramifications—the work 
which was his undoing the last 
| time has been duplicated. When 
Godfrey was dismissed the last 
;} time he left a trail of debts to ac- 
|; tors, agents and producers that 
cost RKO $250,000 to eventually 
| settle. These were obligations 
'contracted by Godfrey in RKO’s be- 
half in the form of promises of 
bookings that RKO could in no way 
fullfil. 
During his 
Godfrey has 
| obligations 
reached 





at RKO 
run upd similar 
estimated to have 
almost $100,000, for the 
same causes and distinguished by 
|the same promises. With RKO's 
vaudeville time gradually shrink- 
ing, on top of the circuit's inability 
to make good Godfrey's 
when times were better, 
not much chance for 
producers to the 
dates. 
Martin 


present stay 
agains 


promises 
there is 
and 
contracted 


actors 


play 








Beck for 


RKO 


was res onsible 


Codfrey's return. Godfrey's 


Ricardo Cortez, lead with Zita Jo-|changed hands from Claude G, 
hann, ‘Deported,’ Radio. Davis to G. A, Harrison, 
be in operation this June, and num-| mission, at Beck’s suggestion and 
ber of flying tricks. In the lagoon,|} under Beck’s guidance, was to cut 
swan boats, gondolas, And to firi-| vaudeville actors’ salaries. The 
ish up the carnival idea, one shoot-| cutting was done as ordered, but 


another cut that wasn’t looked for 
was in the quality of the shows, 
Costs were down, and so was busi- 
ness, 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from Page 59) 


CHICAGO 


Blue Grotto 
Flo Whitman 
Edna Roberts 
Sally Gardner 
Rex Griffith 
Correy Lynn Orch 

Cafe De Alex 
Enrico Clausi 
De la Vega Sis 
Dolores & Alfredo 





Dells 

Heny Dunn 
Clifford & Wayne 
Loraine Tumler 
Dorothy Thomas 
Gus Arnheim Orct 

Lincoln Tavern 
Charles Baron 
Joan Blair 
Earl Burnett Or 


Sam Guaranello Paramount Club 

Maria Alverez Joe Allen 

Gorde Birch Orch Julia Gerity 
Club Alabam Estelle Fratus 


Dolores Dean 

Sid Lang Orch 
Terrace Garden 

Cutler Sis 

4 Biackouts 

Florrie O'Day 

F Masters Orch 

Vanity Fair 

Joe Lewis 

Rick & Snyder 

Lulu Bates 

Rose & Ray Lyte 

Dot Meyers 

Tiffany Sis 

Mile Alta 

Leo Woif Orch 


Henry Mack 
Rubby Abbott 
Patsy McNair 
Mary Thorne 
Billy Boyce 
Frank Furlett 
College Inna 
Julius Tannen 
Al Williams 
Jack Bell 
LaFayette & LaV 
Joe Sanders Orch 
Colosimos 
Merino & Mons 
Maurice Dukley 
Alvira Morton 


Or 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 

















= 


The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 
makes any set of Reeds 

made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 
277-279 Columbus Ave. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
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JACKIE COOPER 


AND 


“CHIC” SALE 


GIVE 


OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCES 


IN 


"WHEN A FELLER 
NEEDS A FRIEND’ 


THE M-G-M COSMOPOLITAN PICTURE 


“CHIC” SALE Says: 
“T consider it a privilege to have worked with such a real 
artist as Jackie Cooper.” 





NEW YORK “EVENING GRAPHIC”—VJulia Shawell NEW YORK “EVENING JOURNAL” —Rose Pelswick 
-“Tackie Cooper and Chic Sale share billing honors with “As Uncle Jonas, the small town street car conductor who 
Sale doing his old man and young Cooper giving a grand spins incredible yarns and teaches the child to assert him- 
performance as Limpy, the lame boy.” self, Chic Sale gives an outstanding portrayal.” 


NEW YORK “DAILY MIRROR”—Bland Johaneson NEW YORK “AMERICAN”—Regina Crewe 


“Chic Sale, the splendid character actor, is a fine foil for “Chic Sale excels in a role made to the measure of his 
Jackie as understanding, Uncle Jonas.” artistry.” 


NEW YORK “TIMES”—Mordaunt Hall 


“Mr. Sale does splendidly as the old man, so well in fact 
that one would believe him to be well along in years.” 


CHARLES “CHIC” SALE whee ou 


Man Characterizations Make Folks Forget He Is a Young Man, Will Have 
A Chance to be His Age in 


“COMPETITION” 


(TENTATIVE) 


THE WARNER BROS. 
PICTURE 


(TO BE RELEASED SOON) 


The Story Carries Him From a Young 
Man of 20 to an Old Man of 75 


MANAGEMENT 


LEO MORRISON 















































r 





are 


reg 
dor 
ern 
sid 
ane 
ele 
dit 

rai 


tal 
Ho 
cor 
tak 
Slik 





